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““Our notions of Mecca must be drawn from the Arabians-
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A PILGRIMAGE

TO

MECCA AND MEDINA,

(CHBLA AT TD) IR 11,
Through the Suburb of El Medinah to Hamid’s House.

b .AS we looked eastward the sun arose out of the
"Zon' of low hill, blirred and dotted with small
tl_lftEd trees, which gained from the morning mists a

8lant stature, and the earth was stained with purple
and gog, Before us lay a spacious plain, bounded
i: front by the undulating ground of Nejd; on the left

45 2 grim pile of rocks, the celebrated Mount Ohod,

Wi ;
th o clump of verdure and a white dome or two

Ele:zhng at its l?ase. Rightvyards,. broad streaks of
ther(;CO_loured mists, here thick with gathered dew,
= glerCEd and thinned by the morning rays, stretched

'€ date groves and the gardens of Kuba, which
Stoodi In emerald green from the dull tawny sur-
face of the Plain. Below, distant about two miles,
lay il Medinah,- at first sight it appeared a large place,

55

b ¥ : z :

ut a closer fq pection proved the impression to be
I I

€rroneous.

Mecca and Meding, 7.




A PILGRIMAGE TO MECCA AND MEDINA.

A tortuous road from the Harrah to the city, wound
across the plain, and led to a tall rectangular gateway’
pierced in the ruinous mud wall which surrounds the
suburb. This is the “Ambari” entrance. It is flanked
on the left (speaking as a sketcher) by the domes and
minarets of a pretty Turkish building, a «Takiyah,”
erected by the late Mohammed Ali for the receptio®
of Dervish travellers; on the right by a long low 1in€
of whitewashed buildings garnished with ugly squar®
windows, an imitation of civilised barracks. Beginning
from the left hand, as we sat upon the ridge, the 1€
markable features of the town thus presented them-
selves in succession. Outside, amongst the palm tre€S
to the north of the city, were the picturesque ruins ©
a large old Sebil, or public fountain, and between
this and the enceinte, stood a conspicuous building
in the Turkish pavilion style—the Governor’s palace
On the north-west angle of the town wall is a tall
whitewashed fort, partly built upon an outcroppi8
mass of rock; its ramparts and embrasures give it
modern and European appearance, which contrasts
strangely with its truly Oriental history. In the subutt
«R] Manakhah” (the kneeling-place of camels) rise the
bran-new domes and minarets of the Five Mosques:
standing brightly out from the dull grey mass of hous®
and ground. And behind, in the most easterly pﬂl"t
of the city, remarkable from afar, is the gem of
Medinah —the four tall substantial towers, and the
flashing green dome under which the Prophet’s e
mains rest. Half concealed by this mass of building®
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ad by the houses of the town, are certain white
*Pecks upon a green surface, the tombs that adorn the
Venerahle cemetery of El Bakia. From that point south-
Wards begins the mass of palm groves celebrated in
Bl Tlam as the “Trees of K Medinah.”? The fore-
8ound is well fitted to set off such a view; fields
Of' black basalt, showing clear signs of a volcanic
ONgin, are broken up into huge blocks and boulders,
tl'rollgh which a descent, tolerably steep for camels,
Vinds down into the plain.

After a few minutes’ rest I remounted, and rode
o slowly towards the gate. Kven at this early hour
'€ Way was crowded with an eager multitude coming

:Iut to meet the Caravan. My companions preferred
; alkmg, apparently for the better convenience of kiss-

1 5 ; 3 :
n‘g > €mbracing, and shaking hands with relations and

te ]
oréind‘s' Truly the Arabs show more heart on these
aSlons than any Oriental people I know; they are
thei more affectionate nature than the -Persians, and
of ¢ Tnann.ers are far more demonstrative than those
o, € Indians. The respectable Maryam’s younger
ing ’ﬂa Pleasan.t contrast to her surly.elder, W;as weep-
! bt 011(.1 for joy as he ran round' his mother s Cam(.al,
at‘emandlng on tiptoe, §he bending double in vain
relati\})ts to ex'chz}nge a kiss; and, generally, when near
Ollnt;S or intimates, or schoolfellowsz _met, the
Comraéns of their eyes were opened. Friends and
fOrtunees greeted one another, regardless of rank -or
» With affectionate embraces, and an abundance

Queries, which neither party seemed to think of

1*




4 A PILGRIMAGE TO MECCA AND MEDINA.

answering. The general mode of saluting was to throw
one ‘arm over the shoulder and the other round the
side, placing the chin first upon the left and then
upon the right collar bone, and rapidly shifting till &
“jam satis” suggested itself to both parties. Inferiors
recognized their superiors by attempting to kiss hands,
which were violently snatched away; whilst mere ac-
quaintances gave each other a cordial “poignée de
mains,” and then raising the finger tips to their lips,
kissed them with apparent relish.

- Passing through the Bab Ambari we defiled slowly
down a broad dusty street, and traversed the Harat
(Quarter) El Ambariyah, the principal in the Ma-
nakhah suburb. The thoroughfare is by no means
remarkable after Cairo; only it is rather wider and
more regular than the traveller is accustomed to iR
Asiatic cities. I was astonished to see on both sides
of the way, in so small a place, so large a number of
houses too ruinous to be occupied. Then we crossed
a bridge—a single little round arch of roughly hewn
stone, built over the bed of a torrent, El Sayh, which
in some parts appeared about fifty feet broad, with
banks showing a high and deeply indented water-mark-
Here the road abuts upon an open space called the
“Barr el Manakhah,” or more concisely El Barr, “the
Plain” Straightforward a line leads directly into the
Bab el Misri, the Egyptian gate of the city. But W€
turned off to the right, and, after advancing a fev
yards, we found ourselves at the entrance of our friend
Hamid’s house.
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The Shaykh had preceded us early that morning,

0 order to prepare an apartment for his guests, and
{0 receive the first loud congratulations and embraces
Of his mother and the daughter of his uncle. Ap-
Parently he had not concluded this pleasing duty
When we arrived, for the camels were kneeling at least
five minutes at his door, before he came out'to offer
th_e usual hospitable salutation. I stared to see the
difference of his appearance this morning. The razor
haq passed over his head and face; the former was
0w surmounted by a muslin turban of goodly size,
Wound round a new embroidered cap, and the latter,
esides being clean, boasted of neat little mustachios
trneq up like two commas, whilst a well-trimmed
89at’s heard narrowed until it resembled what our
grf‘mmars call an “exclamation point” The dirty torn
Shirt, with the bit of rope round the loins, had been
excl}anged for a Jubbah or outer cloak of light pink
n1er11105, a long-sleeved Caftan of rich flowered stuff,
2 ﬁpe shirt of Halaili (silk and cotton), and a sash of
I{)Olald pattern, elaborately fringed at l;oth end.s, and,
Hir better display, wound round two—tln.rds (?f his body.
\ S pantaloons were also of Halaili with tasteful
8Ings about the ankles like a “pantilette’s” and his
4T¢ and sun-burnt feet had undergone a thorough
Is)llilrlﬁcati(,n before being encafsed in new Mizz (inner
Co{’(?el‘s) and Papush (outer slippers) of bright lemon-
red leather of the mnewest and most fashionable
h:r?gtantinopolitan cut. In one of his now delicate
S the Shaykh bore a mother-of-pearl rosary, token
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of piety, in the other a handsome pipe with a jasmine
stick, and an expensive amber mouth-piece; the tobacco-
pouch dangling from his waist, like the little purse in
the bosom; pocket of his coat, was of broad cloth
richly embroidered with gold.

In course of time I saw that all my companions
had metamorphosed themselves in an equally remark-
able manner. As men of sense they appeared in
tatters where they were, and when they wished to be,
unknown, and in fine linen where and when the world
judged their prosperity by their attire. Their grand
suits of clothes, therefore, were worn only for a few
days after returning from the journey, by way of proof
that the wearer had wandered to some purpose; they
were afterwards laid up in lavender, and reserved, as
old ladies in Europe store up their state dresses, for
choice occasions.

The Shaykh, whose manners had changed with his
garments, from the vulgar and boisterous to a certain
staid -courtesy, took my hand, and led me up to the
Majlis (parlour), which was swept and garnished, with
all due apparatus, for the forthcoming reception cere-
mony. And behind us followed the boy Mohammed,
looking more downcast and ashamed of himself than
I can possibly describe; he was still in his rags, and
he felt keenly that every visitor staring at him would
mentally inquire “Who may that snob be?” < With the
deepest dejectedness he squeezed himself into a cornel
and Shaykh Nur, who was foully dirty, as an Indian
en voyage always is, would have joined him in hiS
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Shame, had I not ordered the “slave” to make himself
8enerally yseful,

It is customary for all relations and friends to call
IPon the traveller the very day he returns, that is to
S amity is to endure. The pipes therefore stood
'eady filled, the Divans were duly spread, and the,
Coffec wasg being boiled upon a brazier in the passage.-
Scarcely had I taken my place at the cool window-
—it was the best in the room—when the visitors
beg;m to pour in, and the Shaykh rose to welcome
a“d_' embrace them. They sat down, smoked, chatted
Politics, asked all manner of questions about the other
Vayfarers and absent friends, drank coffee, and after
;alf an hour’s visit, rose abruptly, and, exchanging
rnbl‘ElCes, took leave. The little men entered the as-

sil]

:embly, after an accolade at the door, noiselessly,
{?Mtted upon the worst seats with polite congés to
Flge' test of the assembly, smoked, took their coffee,
a‘s 1t Wwere, under protest, and glided out of the room

Yuietly as they crept in.© The great people, generally

O £ FENES S
'Y and consequential individuals, upon whose

E:’lgltenances were large—w?'it the xivords “well to do
Dersle \Yorld,” appcaFed with a.n01se that I’.IlElde each
On in the room rise reverentially upon his feet, sat
a']?gnd\vith i.mpo_rtance., n.]onopolised the conversation,
Stanzi €parting in a dignified manner, expected all to
* on the occasion.
Comilrle Holy War, as usual, was the grand t(3pi0 of
sation. The Sultan had ordered the Czar to
Ccome o Moslem, The Czar had sued for peace, and
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offered tribute and fealty. But the Sultan had ex-
claimed, “No, by Allah! El Islam!” The Czar could
not be expected to take such a step without a little
hesitation, but “Allah smites the faces of the Infideis!”
Abd el Mejid would dispose of the “Moskow?” n &
short time; after which he would turn his victorious
~ army against all the idolaters of Feringistan, beginning
with the English, the French, and the Arwam Of
‘Greeks. Amongst much of this nonsense-— when ap-
plied to for my opinion, I was careful to make it
popular—TI heard news foreboding no good to my
journey towards Maskat. The Bedawin had decided
that there was to be an “Arab contingent,” and had
been looking forward to the spoils of Europe: this had
caused ‘quarrels, as all the men wanted to go, and nof
a ten-year-old would be left behind, The consequence
was, that this amiable people was fighting in all direc-
tions. At least so said the visitors, and I afterwards
found out that they were not far wrong.

The Samman is a great family in numbers, as i
dignity; from 8 A.M. till midday therefore the Majlis
was crowded with people, and politeness delayed our
breakfasts until an unconscionable hour.

To the plague of strangers succeeded that of
children. No sooner did the parlour become, com-
paratively speaking, vacant than they rushed in en
masse; treading upon our toes, making the noise of &
nursery of madlings, pulling to pieces everything they
could lay their hands upon, and using language that
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Woulq have alarmed an old man-o’ war’s-man. In fact,
10 one can conceive the plague but those who have
Studied the “enfans terribles” which India sends home
= €argoes. One urchin, scarcely three years old, told
M€, because I objected to his perching upon my
::;;111d€§ foot, that his father had a sword at home -
-1 Which he would cut my throat from ear to ear,
;“tilng the' action to the' WOrd.. By a few taunts, I
inefl € the little wretch furious with rage; he shook his
Nt fist at me, and then opening his enormous round
ack €yes to their utmost stretch, he looked at me,
nd l‘icked his knee with portentous meaning. Shaykh
. ?llnd, happening to come in at the moment, stood
fl?*St at the doorv.vay? chin in hand, to see the E.ffendi
_rodECt to such indignity, and it was not without
e 116' that I saved the offender from summary nursery
Oad]PHHEE. Another scamp caught. up one .of my
ed Pistols before I could snatch it out of his hand,
Clapped it to his neighbour’s head; fortunately, it
Serioon half-coc.k, .and the trigg?r was stiff. T.hen a
in) \S?S an.d majestic .boy about Six years 91d, w’1th an
. apd n ]}IS belt, in token of his receiving a 1‘1terz_try
: “ation, seized my pipe and began to smoke it with
Pilrgi: buffs. T ventured latlgllingly to institute a com-
Stiep N between the length of his person and the pipe-
> When he threw it upon the ground, and stared

b ?r? ﬁXE(illy with ﬂaming eyes and features distorted
5 bger. The cause of t‘h1s “boldness” soon appeared.
Witly 9Ys, instead of being well bgaten, were scolded
€Tce faces, a mode of punishment which only

a;
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made them laugh. They had their redeeming points
however; they were manly angry boys, who punchﬁd
one another like Anglo-Saxons in the house, whilst
abroad they were always fighting with sticks and
stones. And they examined our weapons— befor®
deigning to look at anything else—as if eighteen in-
stead of eight had been the general age.

At last I so far broke through the laws of Arab
politeness as to inform my host in plain words—hoW
inconceivably wretched the boy Mohammed was there-
by rendered!—that I was hungry, thirsty, and sleepys
and that I wanted to be alone before visiting the
Haram. The good-natured Shaykh, who was preparing
to go out at once in order to pray before his father’s
grave, immediately brought me breakfast, lighted 2
pipe, spread a bed, darkened the room, turned out the
children, and left me to the society I most desired—
my own. I then overheard him summon his mothet;
wife, and other female relatives into the store-roon®
where his treasures had been carefully stowed away:
During the forenoon, in the presence of the visitors
one of Hamid’s uncles had urged him, half jocularly
to bring out the Sahhareh. The Shaykh did not car¢
to do anything of the kind. Every time a new box is
opened in this part of the world, the owner’s generosity
is appealed to by those whom a refusal offends, and
he must allow himself to be plundered with the best
possible grace. Hamid therefore prudently suffered &l
to depart before exhibiting his spoils; which, to judg®
by the exclamations of delight which they elicited from
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g H : :
Cehnmne lips, proved highly satisfactory to those con-
Crne(,

HarAfter sleeping, we all set out in a body to the
4, as this is a duty which must not be delayed
L the pioys. The boy Mohammed was in better
;1p WS —the effect of having borrowed from Hamid,
nmongSt other articles of clothing, an exceedingly
ﬁf;ldy embroidered coat. Ags for Shaykh Nur, he had
off Zhed up his il’arbush, and, by. means of some cast-
Sl)ectresses of mine, had mac'le himself IOOI'i like a re-
i a})le 'Abyssmlan sl.ave, . a nondescript toilette,
rlurlnsh, half Indian. I propose to reserve the
A rem()ny of Ziyarat, or Visitation, for another chapter,
‘tf) conclude this with a short account of our style
Ving at the Shaykh’s hospitable house.

Hamigg abode is a small corner building, open on
g"Olulllgrth and east to the Barf‘ el Manakl'mh: the
Whigy, floor co.ntams.only a kind of vestibule, in

Coarse articles, like old Shugdufs, mats and bits
DUr;ZCking, are lying about; Fhe rest is.de’voted to
of ,, ¢ of sewerage. Ascending dark winding steps

the

Qoléigged stone covered with hard blzltck earth, you
of 4 to the first floor, where the men live. It consists
an 0 T00ms to the front of the house, one a Majlis,
a o hother converted into a store. Behind them is

ark

L ack
Co pa

Passage, into which the doors open; and the
't of the first story is a long windowlegs room,
t]]eflr:ong a .Hanaﬁyah or la.rge copper water-pot, and

OVeniences for purification. On the second
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floor is the kitchen, which I did not inspect, it being
as usual occupied by the “Harem.”

The Majlis has dwarf windows, or rather apertures
in the northern and eastern walls, with rude wooden
shutters and reed blinds—the embrasures being
garnished with cushions, where you sit, morning an
evening, to enjoy the cool air. The ceiling is of dat€
sticks laid across palm rafters stained red, and the
walls are of rough scoriee, burnt bricks, and wood-
work cemented with lime. The only signs of furnitur®
in the sitting-room are a Diwan (divan) round the
sides and a carpet in the centre. A huge wooden b0
like a seaman’s chest, occupies one of the corners. In
the southern wall there is a Suffah, or little shelf ‘?f
common stone, supported by a single arch; upon thi
are placed articles in hourly use, perfume-bottles
coffee-cups, a stray book or two, and sometimes #
turban, to be out of the children’s way. Two hook’
on the western wall, placed jealously high up, hold #
pair of pistols with handsome crimson cords and ta%
sels, and half a dozen cherry-stick pipes. The cent®
of the room is never without one or more Shisheb®
(water-pipes), and in the corner is a large copP®
brazier containing fire, with-all the utensils for making
coffee either disposed upon its broad brim or lyi’s
about the floor. The passage, like the stairs, is spre?
over with hard black earth, and is regularly water®
twice a day during the hot weather.

The household consisted of Hamid’s mother,
some nephews and nieces, small children who rad

wifé
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aboyt in a half-wild and more than half-nude state,
and  ty, African slave girls. When the Damascus
r.aravan came in, it was further reinforced by the ar-
tVal of his three younger brothers.
I ThOugh the house was not grand, it was made
‘Vely by the varied views out of the Majlis” windows.
om the east, you looked upon the square El Barr,
'€ town walls and houses beyond it, the Egyptian
§it§’ the lofty minarets of the Haram, and the distant
'Mes of Jebel Ohod. The north commanded a
Prospect of Mohammed’s Mosque—one of the Khamsah
foratsajid’ or the Five suburban Mosques, of part of the
of ¢ Wall, and, when the Damascus caravan came n,
1€ gay scene of the “Prado” beneath. The Majlis

W :
M tolerably cool during the early part of the day;

mesthe_ afternoon the sun shone fiercely upon it. I have
Cimcerlbed the estabhsl'nnent at some length as a spe-
" of how the middle classes ‘are lodged at El
t‘aen llnah- . The upper ranks affect Turkish and Egy'p—
WXuries in their homes, as I had an opportunity
th SCeing at Umar Effendi’s house in th? “Barr;” and
trie:bodeS_Of the poor are everywhere in these coun-
Very similar,
nor L¢ life in Shaykh Hamid’s house was quiet, but
'Sagreeable. I never once set eyes upon the face
auo‘z(e)glan the're, unless the African slave girls be
e Fhe title. EYen these at first attempted to
Wouldtheu ragged veils over their sa!)le charms, and
they, alant answer the simplest question; by degree:s
OWed me to see them, and they ventured their
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voices to reply to me; still they mever threw off 2
certain appearance of shame. Their voices are strangely
soft and delicate, considering the appearance of the
organs from which they proceed. Possibly this may be
a characteristic of the African races; it is remarkablé
amongst the Somali women. I never saw, nor evel
heard, the youthful mistress of the household, who
stayed all day in the upper rooms. The old lady;
Hamid’s mother, would stand upon the stairs, an
converse aloud with her son, and, when few peoplc
were about the house, with me. She never, howeven
as afterwards happened to an ancient dame at Meccah,
came and sat by my side. When lying during mid-
day in the gallery, I often saw parties of women mount
the stairs to the Gyneeconitis, and sometimes an i
dividual would stand to shake a muffled hand with
Hamid, to gossip awhile, and to put some question®
concerning absent friends; but they were most decO”
rously wrapped up, nor did they ever deign to déroge”s
even by exposing an inch of cheek.

At dawn we arose, washed, prayed, and broke Ot
fast upon a crust of stale bread, before smoking a
pipe, and drinking a cup of coffee. Then it was Hme
to dress, to mount, and to visit the Haram or one ©
the Holy Places outside the city. Returning befor®
the sun became intolerable, we sat together, and with
conversation, Shishehs and Chibouques, coffee, and col
water perfumed with mastich-smoke, we whiled away
the time till our Ariston, a dinter which appeared 2
the primitive hour of 11 aM. The meal, here call®
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El gp
e
T‘Bism

ada, was served in the Majlis on a large copper
sent from the upper apartments. Ejaculating
illah”—the Moslem “grace”—we all sat round
% ang dipped equal hands in the dishes placed before
5. We had usually unleavened bread, different kinds
Of meat and vegetable stews, and at the end of the
ol Course, plain boiled rice eaten with spoons; then
‘ame the fruits, fresh dates, grapes, and pomegranates.
fter dinper 1 used invariably to find some excuse——
2Ueh a5 the hapit of a “Kaylulah” (mid-day siesta) or
the eing a “Saudawi”’—a, person of melancholy tem-
perarrlent~—to have a rug spread in the dark passage
ching he Majlis, and there to lie reading, dozing,
"o King or writing, en cachette, in complete déshabille
:Llllnilt:YOth the worst part of the day, from noon to

¥ Then came the hour for receiving or paying Yisits.
S ’e Still kept up an intimacy with Umar Effendi and
Yad the Demon, although Salih Skakkar and Amm
» either disliking our society, or perhaps thinking
Phere of life too humble for their dignity, Flid
DE appear once in Hamid’s hou.se. 'I;he evening
low);zrs ensued, either at h.ome C’)}l in tl;e ﬂ.all')llltl; i;)li
Meg) HY our Asba or “dmpnor?, anot.}exI sgfsbrléag
ey, K¢ the dmne.r, 1')ut more Plentl U ,l 5 ud,
the: + "egEtal)les, plain rice and frulf:s, concluding §v1/th
X “Wa{lable pipes and coffee. To pass our soirée,
a \IOCC,QSIOHaIly dressed in common clotl.les, shoulder.ed
eh 1, and went to the café; sometimes on festive

OCcagi . S
A8lons ye indulged in a Ta’atumah (or Itmiyah), a

Cma]
our
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late supper of sweetmeats, pomegranates and dried
fruits. Usually we sat upon mattresses spread OVer
the ground in the open air at the Shaykh’s door, 1€
ceiving evening visits, chatting, telling stories, ai
making merry, till each, as he felt the approach of the
drowsy god, sank down into his proper place, and fell
asleep.

Whatever may be the heat of the day, the night
at El Medinah, owing, I suppose, to its elevated post-
tion, is cool and pleasant. In order to allay the dust,
the ground before the Shaykh’s door -was watered
every evening, and the evaporation was almost t00
great to be safe—the boy Mohammed suffered fro®
a smart attack of lumbago, which, however, yielded
readily to frictions of olive oil in which ginger ha
been boiled. Our greatest inconvenience at night tim®
was the pugnacity of the animal creation. The horses
of the troopers tethered in the Barr were sure to break
loose once in twelve hours. Some hobbled old nag:
having slipped his head-stall, would advance with
kangaroo-leaps towards a neighbour against whom he
had a private grudge. Their heads would touch for a
moment; then came a snort and a whinny, a furiou’
kick, and lastly, a second horse loose and dashing
about with head and tail viciously cocked. This was
the signal for a general breaking of halters and hefil'
ropes; aftet which, a “stampede” scoured the plaith
galloping, rearing, kicking, biting, snorting, pawing
and screaming, with the dogs barking syn{patheticﬂuy :
and the horse-keepers shouting in hot pursuit. It waz
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3 Strange sight to see by moonlight the forms of these
moe.mon steeds” exaggerated by the shades; and on
'€ than one occasion we had all to start up pre-
“Pltately from our beds, and yield them to a couple
! combatants who were determined ‘to fight out their
arre] y outrance, wherever the battle-field might be.
The dogs at El Medinah are not less pugnacious
than e horses* They are stronger and braver than
tlizse that haunt the streets at Cairo; like the Egyptian,

Y have amongst themselves a system of police re-
lgllilatiOHS, which brings down all the posse comitatus
qluofl the unhappy straggler who ve'l/ltm'es 1nt<? a strange
upzlter of the town. They c.ertaln]y met in El B.a,rr
nlurtl €Ommon ground, t(.) decide the dlffere.nces Wl‘nch
L. Use in so artificial a state of canine society.
Ving haq many opportunities of watching them, I
p;?t.POSitively assert that they were divided into two
thy 185, which fought with a skill and an achz%rneinent
* astounded me. Sometimes when one side gave
> and the retreat was degenerating into a sauve
f : Peut, some proud warrior, a dog-hero, would sacri-
mself for the public weal, and with gnashing
and howls of rage encounter the assaults of the
O victors until his flying friends had time to
OVer heart, Such a one my companions called

Wa

teegy
so]e

* D
le];urckhardt (Travels in Arabia, vol. 1r. p. 268) rcmm‘kf ‘l]?at Ll Medinah
\“ Y town in the Kast from which dogs are excluded. This was probably
2 relic of Wahhabeism (that 'sect hating even to look at a dog), as
@Pprehension of the mosque being polluted by canine intrusion. I
1€ or two of these animals in the town, but I was told, that when
T e e , the police-magistrate issues orders to have them

Y enge,
CCteq

Mo,
e gy Meding. 17, 2
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“Mubariz” the single combatant, the champion of the
Arab’s classical and chivalrous age. At other times,
some huge animal, an Ajax of his kind, would plungé
into the ring with frantic yells, roll over one dog, snap
at a second, worry a third for a minute or two, and
then dash off to a distant part, where a thicker field
required his presence. This uncommon sagacity has
been remarked by the Arabs, who look on amused at
their battles. There are also certain superstitions about
the dog resembling ours, only, as usual, more poeticﬂl
and less grotesque, current in El Hejaz. Most peoplé
believe that when the animal howls without apparent
cause in the neighbourhood of a house, it forebodes
death to one of the inmates. For the dog they say
can distinguish the awful form of Azrael, the angel of
death, hovering over the doomed abode, whereas
man’s spiritual sight is dull and dim by reason of
his sins.

When the Damascus caravan entered El Medinaly
our day became a little more amusing. From the
windows of Shaykh Hamid’s house there was a per
petual succession of strange scenes. A Persian noble-
man, also, had pitched his tents so near the door, that
the whole course of his private life became publi'C
and patent to the boy Mohammed, who amused hi
companions by reporting all manner of ludicrots
scenes. The Persian’s wife was rather a pretty womath
and she excited the youth’s fierce indignation, by not
veiling her face when he gazed at her,—thereby shoW-
ing that, as his beard was not grown, she considere
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him 5
M

mere boy. “I will ask her to marry me,” said
Ohammed, “and thereby rouse her shame!” He did
*0, but, unhappy youth! the fair Persian never even
“€ased fanning herself.

The boy Mohammed was for once confounded.
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(CHELAIRINIS TR 1L

A Visit to the Prophet’s Tomb.

HaviNG performed the greater ablution, and used
the tooth-stick as directed, and dressed ourselves i
white clothes, which the Prophet loved, we were ready
to start upon our holy errand. As my foot still gave
me great pain, Shaykh Hamid sent for a donkey. A
wretched animal appeared, raw-backed, lame of oné
leg, and wanting an ear; with accoutrements to match

a pack-saddle without stirrups, and a halter instead of
a bridle. Such as the brute was, however, I had t0
mount it, and to ride through the Misri gate, to the
wonder of certain Bedawin, who, like the Indians
despise the ass.

““ Honorable is the riding of a horse to the rider,
But the mule is a dishonor, and the ass a disgrace,”

says their song. The Turkish pilgrims, however, who
appear to take a pride in ignoring all Arab points of
prejudice, generally mount donkeys when they cannof
walk. The Bedawin therefore settled among them-
selves, audibly enough, that I was an Osmanli, who of
course could not understand Arabic, and they put the
question generally, “By what curse of Allah had they
been subjected to ass-riders?”
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But Shaykh Hamid is lecturing me upon the sub-
JECt of the mosque.
The Masjid EI Nabawi, or the Prophet’s Mosque,
1€ of the Haramayn, or the “two sanctuaries”. of
“ slam, and is the second of the three most venerable
Places of worship in the world; the other two being
the Masjid EI Haram at Meccah (connected with
Abraham) and the Masjid El Aksa of Jerusalem (the
PeCuliar place of Solomon). A Hadis or traditional
*3ing of Mohammed asserts, “One prayer in this my
195que is more efficacious than a thousand in other
?aces, save only the Masjid E1 Haram.” It is there-
ore the visitor’s duty, as long as he stays at El Me-
th‘:ﬂh, to pray thfa five times per diem thge, to pass
Sib] da_y i 1t reading the Koran, and the night, if pos-
% In watching and devotion.
A Visit to the Masjid El Nabawi, and the holy
O within it, is technically called “Ziyarat” or Visi-
r?tthn. An essential difference is made betwefan'this
b € and Hajj or pilgrimage. The latter is obligatory
Oranic order upon every Moslem once in his life:
Cirec Otmer is only a meritorious action. “Tawaf,” or
- Mambulation of the House of Allah at Meccah,
sll(l)st Never be performed at the Prophet’s'tOI.nb. This
me;ld not he Visi'ted -in the Thram or pilgrim dress;
o should not kiss it, touch it with the hand, or
> the bosom against it, as at the Kaabah 5 or rub
face with dust collected mnear the sepulchre; and
.gnie Who prostrate themselves before it, like certain
rant Indians, are held to be guilty of deadly sin.

1S o
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On the other hand, to spit upon any part of the
Mosque, or to treat it with contempt, is held to be the
act of an infidel.

Thus the learned and religious have settled, 0n€
would have thought, accurately enough the sl)irituﬂ1
rank and dignity of the Masjid El Nabawi. But mat”
kind, especially in the East, must always be in €*7
tremes. The orthodox school of El Malik holds El
Medinah, on account of the sanctity of, and the I¢
ligious benefits to be derived from, Mohammed’s tomb
more honorable than Meccah. Some declare that the
Prophet preferred his place of refuge, blessing it e
Abraham did Meccah. Moreover, as a tradition de
clares that every man’s body is drawn from the grou?
in which he is buried, El Medinah evidently had the
honor of supplying materials for the Prophet’s perso®
Others, like Omar, were uncertain which to prefer'
The Wahhabis, on the other hand, rejecting the int€!”
cession of the Prophet on the Day of Judgment, cO™
sidering the grave of a mere mortal unworthy of notic®
and highly disgusted by the idolatrous respect paid
it by certain foolish Moslems, plundered the sacre
building with sacrilegious violence, and forbade yisitor®
from distant countries to enter El Medinah. TH¢
general consensus Of El Islam admits the superiority
of the Bayt Allah (“House of God”) at Meccah to the
whole world, and declares El Medinah to be mor€
venerable than every part of Meccah, and consequent y
all the earth, except only the Bayt Allah. This last
is a juste miliew view by no means in favour with the
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Mhabitants of either place. In the meanwhile the

€ccans claim unlimited superiority over the Medani:
the Medani over the Meccans.

Passing through muddy streets—they had been
freshly watered before evening time—I came suddenly
4pon the Mosque. Like that at Meccah, the approach
'S chokeq up by ignoble buildings, some actually
tOllching the holy “enceinte,” others separated by a
M€ compared with which the road round St. Paul’s
S a Vatican square. There is no outer front, no
8enera] prospect of the Prophet’s Mosque; conse-
Quently, a5 o building, it has neither beauty nor
d‘gnity. And entering the Bab el Rahmah—the Gate

Ofiip ity—by a diminutive flight of steps, I was as-

t .
®Nished at the mean and tawdry appearance of a

'II)ta'CG SO universally venerated in the Moslem world.
IS not, like the Meccan Temple, grand and simple
the expression of a single sublime idea. The longer
Ooked at it, the more it suggested the resemblance
& museum of second-rate art, a curiosity-shop, full
Vitornaments that are not accessories, and decorated
1 Pauper splendor.
rl"he Masjid el Nabi is a parallelogram about 420
“filtl In 1§ngth by 340 broad, the direction of the.long
s(as bfflr%g nearly north a'nd_ soutlil. As US}lal m El
tra1m’ 1t 1s a hypeethral bu1ld1.ng with a spacious cen-
\amellrea, called El Sahn, El Hosh, El Haswah, or El
e ah, sPrrounded by a peristyle with numerous
clois ?f %}lllars like the colqnnades of an Italian
€. The arcades or porticoes are flat-ceilinged,
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domed abo¥e with the small “Media Naranja,” or half-
orange cupola of Spain, and divided into four parts
by narrow passages, three or four steps below the level
of the pavement. Along the whole inner length of
the northern short wall runs the Mejidi Riwak, S°
called from the reigning Sultan.. The western long
wall is occupied by the Riwak of the Rahmah Gate;
the eastern by that of the Bab el Nisa, the “Women’s
Entrance.” Embracing the inner length of the souther®
short wall, and deeper by nearly treble the amount O
columns than the other porticoes, is the main colon
nade, called El Rauzah, or the Garden, the adytum
containing all that is venerable in the building. Thes¢
four Riwaks, arched externally, are supported internally
by pillars of different shape and material, varying fro™
fine porphyry to dirty plaster. The southern, wheré
the sepulchre or cenotaph stands, is paved with hand-
some slabs of white marble and marquetry work, 1161"6
and there covered with coarse matting, and above thi®
by unclean carpets, well worn by faithful feet.

But this is not the time for Tafarruj, or lionizing:
Shaykh Hamid warns me with a nudge, that othef
things are expected of a Zair. He leads me to the
Bab el Salam, fighting his way through a troop of
beggars, and inquires markedly if T am religiously pur®
Then, placing our hands a little below and on the l€ff
of the waist, the palm of the right covering the pack
of the left, in the position of prayer, and beginni?®
with the dexter feet, we pace slowly forwards doW”
the line called the Muwajihat el Sharifah, or «the
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IHUStrious Fronting,” which, divided off like an aisle,

UNS parallel with the southern wall of the Mosque.
1 my right hand walks the Shaykh, who recites aloud
i fOHOWing prayer, making me repeat it after him.
1S literally rendered, as, indeed, are all the formulz,

ﬁgd '_the reader is requested to excuse the barbarous

€lity of the translation,

P “In the Name of Allah and in the Faith of Allal’s
& Bl O Miordl care smie it ichier the Entering of
0thy and’ cauge me to issue forth the Issuing of
uth, ang permit me to draw near to Thee, and

u]paclfe Me a Sultan Victorious!” Then follow blessings

i 1 the Prophet, and afterwards: O Allah! open to

intot}'le Doors of Thy Mercy, and grant me Entrance

1 and protect me from the Stoned Devill”

L e

lef 1 thirds of the uwa;na»e harifah. On the

Paing and Is a dwarf wall, about. the helght of a man,
ot ed \Ylth arabe‘sques, and pierced with f(?ur smgll
2 S Which open into the Muwajihat. In this barrier

Su ;undry small erections, the niche called the'Mlhrab
X Ym.am, the Mamba‘r, or pulpit, and th.e Mihrab 'el

rich]am' : The .two n%ches are of beautiful mosaic,

Dulpf’t Worked with various cc?loured marbles, and t11e

elegy IS a graceful c'ollec'tlo.n of s]el}der columns,
l‘rivnt tracery, and inscriptions e.ndmlrably carved.
. eed at the western small door in the dwarf wall,

th éltered the celebrateq spot called El Rauzah, or
t“’eenrarden’ after a saying o.f jche Prophet’s, “Be-
My Tomb and my Pulpit is a Garden of the
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Gardens of Paradise” On the north and west sid€s
it is not divided from the rest of the portico; on the
south lies the dwarf wall, and on the east it is limited
by the west end of the lattice-work containing the
tomb. \

Accompanied by my Muzawwir I entered the
Rauzah, and was placed by him with the Mukab-
bariyah* behind me, fronting Meccah, with my right
shoulder opposite to and about twenty feet distant
from the dexter pillar of the Prophet’s Pulpit. Ther®
after saying the afternoon prayers, I performed the
usual two bows in honor of the temple, and at th
end of them recited the 1ogth and the 112th chapter®
of the Koran—the “Kul, ya ayyuha’l Kafiruna,” an

the “Surat el Ikhlas,” called also the “Kul, Huw
Allah,” or the Declaration of Unity; and may be thus
translated:

“Say, He is the one God!”

“The eternal God!”

“Te begets not, nor is He begot,”

«“And unto Him the like is not.”

After which was performed a single Sujdah of
Thanks, in gratitude to Allah for making it my fate 2

_visit so holy a, spot.

This being the recognised time to give alms, I was
besieged by beggars, who spread their napkins pefor®
us on the ground sprinkled with a few coppers ©

* This is a stone desk on four pillars, where the Muballighs (clcl‘ks) e

: i 3 g by
cite the Tkamah, the call to divine service. It was presented to the mosque 2
Kaid-Bey, the Mamluk Sultan of Egypt.
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SXeite generosity. But not wishing to be distracted
t“):othem’ before leaving Hamid’s house I had changed
dollars, and had given the coin to the boy Mo-
]ammed, who accompanied me, strictly charging him
S(\)v Make that sum last through the Mosque. My an-
baell; to the beggars was a reference to my attendant,
: tked by the simple action of turning ‘my pockets
Dside out, and whilst he was battling with the beg-
8arg, T Proceeded to cast my first coup-d’eeil upon the
“auzah,
M The «Garden” is the most elaborate part of the
0

" bsqute. Little can be said in its praise by day, when

R fars the same relation to a second-rate church in
Or

Ab}?e as an English chapel-of-ease to Westminster
i €. It is a space of about eighty feet in length,
Cardl'lly decorated so as to resemble a garden. The
arepets are flowered, and the pediments of the columns
i Cased with bright green tiles, and adorned to the
W 8ht of 4 man with gaudy and unnatural vegetation
Canzgabesque. It is disfigured by handsome branched
B €labras of cut crystal, the work, I believe, of a
at:don house, and presented to the shril.le by the
e Abbas Pasha of Egypt. The only admirable fea-
. of the view is the light cast by the windows of
groned 8lass in the southern wall. Its peculiar back-
\Vorllmd’ the railing of the tomb, a Sp'lendld filagree-
res; ]jf green and polished brass, gilt or made to
ist:l le gold, looks more picturesque near than at a

ce, when it suggests the idea of a gigantic bird-

Cap,
S8 UBut at night the eye, dazzled by oil-lamps
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suspended from the roof, by huge wax candles, and
by smaller illuminations falling upon crowds of visitors
in handsome attire, with the richest and the noblest
of the city sitting in congregation when service is per-
formed, becomes less critical. Still the scene must be
viewed with Moslem bias, and until a man is thoroughly
imbued with the spirit of the East, the last place the
Rauzah will remind him of; is that which the architect
primarily intended it to resemble—a garden.

Then with Hamid, professionally solemn, I 1€25"
sumed the position of prayer, and retracted my steps:
After passing through another small door in the dwar
wall that bounds the Muwajihah, we did not tw™
to the right, which would have led us to the Bab el
Salam; our course was in an opposite direction, t0°
wards the eastern wall of the temple. Meanwhile V¢
repeated, “Verily Allah and His Angels bless the
Prophet! O ye who believe, bless him, and saluté
him with Honor!” At the end of this prayer, we &
rived at the Mausoleum, which requires some descrip”
tion before the reader can understand the nature ©
our proceedings there.

The Hujrah or “Chamber” as it is called, fro™
the circumstance of its having been Ayisha’s room, 15
an irregular square of from 50 to 55 feet in the S
corner of the building, and separated on all side?
from the walls of the Mosque by a passage about ?
feet broad on the S. side, and 20 on the E. The
reason of this isolation has been before explain€®
and there is a saying of Mohammed’s, “O Allab;
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Calise not my Tomb to become an Object of Idolatrous
~doratiop May Allah’s Wrath fall heavy upon the
“Dle who make the Tombs of their Prophets Places
‘ayer!” Inside there are, or are supposed to be,
irce tombs facing the south, surrounded by stone
‘,VaHS Withoyt any aperture, or, as others say, by strong
Planking' Whatever this material may be, it is hung
C,)utside With a curtain, somewhat like a large four-
Eth bed. The outer railing is sep%rate.d by a dark
S0 Passage from the inner, which it surrounds,
L S of iron filagree painted of a vivid grass green,
JTWith 5 view to the garden—whilst carefully inserted
Hiihe Verdure, and doubly bright by contrast, is the
glrl; O burnished brass work forming the 1or.1g and
im:eful letters of 'the Suls charact.er, and ('ilsposcd
silnilt]e Moslem creed, the profession of unity, and
AT religious sentences.
. Plag " the south side, for greater honor, the 1‘aili.ng is
la Over with silver, anq silver letters are inter-
ang let_h it. This fence, which connects the columns
the tbids passage to all men, may be compared to
Bate .ad&CChino of Romqn churches. It has“four
€ag W' tha.t to the south is the Bab' el Muwajihah;
ard is the gate of our Lady Fatimah; westward
":ab el Taubah (of repentance), opening into the'
o SLEL]_1 Or garden, and to the north, the Bab el Shami
Yrlan gate. They are constantly kept closed, ex-
e ‘fourtb, which admits, into the dark narrow
aboye alluded to, the officers who have charge
— Measures there deposited, and the eunuchs who
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sweep the floor, light the lamps, and carry away the
presents sometimes thrown in here by devotees.

In the southern side of the fence are three Wil
dows, holes about half a foot square, and placed fro™
four to five feet above the ground; they are said to be
between three and four cubits distant from the Prophet’s
head. The most westerly of these is supposed to front
Mohammed’s tomb, wherefore it is called the Shubak
el Nabi, or the Prophet’s window. The next, on the
right as you front it, is Abubekr’s, and the most
easterly of the three is Omar’s.

Above the Hujrah is the Green Dome, surmounted
outside by a large gilt crescent springing from a series
of globes. The glowing imaginations of the Moslens
crown this gem of the building with a pillar ©
heavenly light, which directs from three days’ distanc®
the pilgrims’ steps towards El Medinah. But alas
none save holy men (and perhaps, odylic sensitives)
whose material organs are piercing as their spiritud
vision, are allowed the privilege of beholding this
poetic splendor. ‘

Arrived at the Shubak el Nabi, Hamid took D%
stand about six feet or so out of reach of the railin®
and at that respectful distance from, and facing® the
Hazirah (or presence), with hands raised as in praye?
he recited the following supplication in a low v0ic®

* The ancient practice of El Islam during the recitation of the follo“"“‘g
benedictions was to face Meccah, the back being turned towards the ton{brli?r_
to form a mental image of the Prophet, supposing him to be in front. E
mani and other doctors prefer this as the more venerable custom, but in
days it is completely exploded, and the purist would probably be sourt
bastinadoed by the eunuchs for attempting it.

thes®
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telling me

Wit In a stage whisper to repeat it after him

! awe, and fear, and love.
e “Peace be upon Thee, O Prophet of Allah, and
T Crcy of Allah and his Blessings! Peace be upon
Friee’ O Prophet of Allah! Peace be upon Thee, O
Alle?:i of Allah!  Peace be upon Thee, O best of
tur;n S Creation! Peace be upon Thee, O pure Crea-
of Allah! Peace be upon Thee, O chief of
"OPhets! Peace be upon Thee, O Seal of the Prophets!
:ace be upon Thee, O Prince of the Pious! Peace
W ‘fPOn Thee, O Prophet of the Lord of the (three)
otlds! Peace be upon Thee, and upon Thy Family,
ang Upon Thy pure Wives! Peace be upon Thee,
pon all Thy Companions! Peace be upon Thee,
Pre, Upon all the Prophets, and upon those sent to
all ¢h Allal’s Word! Peace be upon Thee, and upon
. Allah’s righteous Worshippers! Peace be upon
“D(ii, O Thou Bringer of Glad Tidings! Peace be
B Thee, O Bearer of Threats! Peace be upon
> O Thou bright Lamp! Peace be upon Thee,
\ulel;OU Prophet of Mercy! Peace be upon Thee, O
of .. %f Thy Faith! Peace be upon Thee, O Opener
ng fefl Peace be upon Thee! and Allah bless Thee!
1la1]*;\11a11 repay Thee for us, O Thou' Prophet of
Blegseq the choicest of Blessings with which He ever
tiong, Prophet! Allah bless Thee as often as Men-
gOttens have mentioned Thee, and Forgetters have for-
ang ; hee! And Allah bless ’I"hee among the First
of Blese' Last, with the best, the highest, and the fullest
SIngs ever bestowed on Man, evén as we escaped

D
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Error by means of Thee, and were made to see after
Blindness, and after Ignorance were directed into the
Right Way. I bear Witness that there is no god buf
Allah, and I testify that Thou art His Servant, a0

His Prophet, and His Faithful Follower, and Best
Creature. And I bear Witness, O Prophet of Allab!
that Thou hast delivered Thy Message, and discharg®

Thy Trust, and advised Thy Faith, and opened Griefy
and published Proofs, and fought valiantly for Thy
T.ord, and worshipped Thy God till Certainty came
to Thee (¢ e. to the hour of death); and we Thy
Friends, O Prophet of Allah, appear before The
Travellers from . distant Lands and far Countri€®
through Dangers and Difficulties, in the Times 0
Darkness, and in the Hours of Day, longing to give
Thee Thy Rights (z e. to honor thee by benedictio?
and visitation), and to obtain the Blessings of Thineé
Intercession, for our Sins have broken our Backs, P~
Thou intercedest with the Healer. And Allah saidy”
‘And though they have injured themselves, they cam®
to Thee, and begged Thee to secure their Pardo?
and they found God an Acceptor of Penitence, "

full of Compassion” O Prophet of Allah, Interce”
sion! Intercession! Intercession! O Allah, bless MO
hammed and Mohammed’s Family, and give H}‘n
Superiority and high Rank, even as Thou didst prom’156
Him, and graciously allow us to conclude this Visitd”
tion. I deposit on this Spot, and near Thee, O PI‘OPh?F
of God, my everlasting Profession (of faith) from this

* This is the usual introduction to a quotation from the Koran.
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S Day, to the Day of Judgment, that there is no

80d byt Allah, and that our Lord Mohammed is His
SIvant, and His Prophet. Amen! O Lord of the

(three) Worlds!”

< After which, performing Ziyarat for ourselves,
"¢ Tepeated the Fatihah or “opening” chapter of the
Oran,

o ‘fIH the name of Allah, the Merciful, the Com-
SSlonate|
“Praise be to Allah, who the (three) Worlds made.
“The Merciful, the Compassionate.
“The King of the Day of Faith.
i “Thee (alone) do we worship, and of Thee (alone)
We ask Aid.
“Guide us to the Path that is straight—
not ¢ he Path of those for whom Thy Love i.s great,
- 105e on whom is Hate, nor they that deviate,
Amen! O T0rd of Angels, Jinns, and men!”*
it ffter reciting this mentally WiFh upraised hands,
fuyy Otefinger of the right hand being extended to its
diq ngth, we drew our palms down our faces and
o alms.deeds, a vital part of the ceremony. Thus
Cludeg the first part of the ceremony of Visitation
is Pl‘Ophet’s tomb.
the r].élmid then stepped ab'out a foot and a half to
m)’Se]? t, and 1 followed his example, SO as to place
g €Xactly opposite the second aperture in the

hay, 5 > San :
Of the or?\.e ndeavoured in this translation to imitate the imperfect rhyme
A!'ahir: iggmal Arabic. Such an attempt, however, is full of difficulties : the
”‘S‘mc_ R la"glmgc in which, like Italian, it is almost impossible not to
7,
eccq and 3y,

dina. 17, 3
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grating called Abubekr’s window. There, making 4
sign towards the mausoleum, we addressed its inmaté;
as follows:—

“Peace be upon Thee, O Abubekr, O Thou Truth-
ful One! Peace be upon Thee, O Caliph of Allal’s
Prophet over his People! Peace be upon Thee, 0
Companion of the Cave, and Friend in Travel! Peac®
be upon Thee, O Thou Banner of the Fugitives and
the Auxiliaries! I testify Thou didst ever stand firt?
in the right Way, and wast a Smiter of the Infidel
and a Benefactor to Thine own People. Allah gl'élnt
Thee through His Prophet Weal! We pray Almighty
God to cause us to die in Thy Friendship, and t©
raise us up in Company with His Prophet and Thy"
self, even as he hath mercifully vouchsafed to us th%
Visitation.”

After which we closed one more step to the right
and standing opposite Omar’s window, the most
easterly of the three, after making a sign with o
hands, we addressed the just Caliph in these words:—

«Peace be upon Thee, O Omar! O Thou Just
One! Thou Prince of True Believers! Peace be 1113011(
Thee, who spakest with Truth, and who madest Thy
Word agree with the Strong Book! (the Koran),
Thou Faruk! (the Separator). O Thou Faithful Oné-
who girdedst Thy Loins Wwith the Prophet, and the
First Believers, and with them didst make up the f”]_
Number forty,* and thus causedst to be accomplished

~ R K s otheY
* When the number of the Ashab or ““Companions” was thirty-ninés ¢

were suddenly joined by Omar, who thus became the fortieth.
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the P

Yophet’s Prayer, and then didst return to Thy
od

a Martyr leaving the World with Praise! Allah
Stant Thee, through His Prophet and His Caliph and
iils Followers, the Best of Good, and may Allah feel
Thee. all Satisfaction!”
; Shaykh Hamid, after wrenching a beggar or two
fom my shoulders, then permitted me to draw near
1';)1 the Title window, called the Prophet’sz and to look
X © Here my proceedings were watched with suspicious
B i P have sometimes managed to pol-
M€ the part near Abubekr’s and Omar's graves by
s?jsmg through the aperture what is externally a hand-
Ah_e shawl intended as a present for the tomb. After
l;ilrﬁng my eyes for a time I saw a curtain, or rather
. 8INgs with three inscriptions in long gold letters,
angrming readers, that' behind them lie Allah’s Prophet
s the two first Caliphs. The exact place of Mo-
pe&r;ned’s tomb is moreover distinguished by a large
K?luk Tosary, an(‘i a peculiar 01:nament, the celebrated
to ¢ ab e] Durri, or CO%lSteHELthI.‘l o.f pearl,.suspended
5 “be' Curtain breast high. This is described to be
; trllhant star set in diamonds and pearls,” plaa.ad
Spler:fl dark that man’s eye may be able to bear its
: O1s: the vulgar believe it to be a “jewel of the
aradise.” To me it greatly resembled the
glass stoppers, used for the humbler sort of de-
B butel thought the same of the Koh i Nur.
fairisover I never saw it quite near enough to jL.ldge
Sum, E and T did not think ﬁt to pay an exorbitant
Or the privilege of entering the inner passage of
3*

Cftnters
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the baldaquin. Altogether the coup-d’ceil had nothing
to recommend it by day. At night, when the lamp®
hung in this passage shed a dim light upon the mosal®
work of the marble floors, upon the glittering inscrip-
tions, and the massive hangings, the scene is more
impressive.

Never having seen the tomb, Imust depict it from
books,—by no means an easy task. Most of the
historians are silent after describing the inner walls ©
the Hujrah, El Kalkashandi declares “in eo lapide™
nobilem continere sepulchra Apostoli, Abubecr ‘?t
Omar, circumcinctum peribole in modum conclav’®
fere usque ad tectum assurgente qua velo serico nigr?

obligatur.”” This author, then, agrees with my Persia?
friends, who declare the sepulchre to be a marble
slab. Ibn Jubayr, who travelled A.H. 580, relates that
the Prophet’s coffin is a box of ebony (abnus) cover®
with sandal-wood, and plated with silver; it is place™
he says, behind a curtain, and surrounded by an iro?
grating. El Samanhudi, quoted by Burckhardt, de

clares that the curtain covers a square building of

black stones, in the interior of which are the tombs g
Mohammed and his two immediate successors.
adds that the tombs are deep holes, and that the coffi®
which contains the Prophet is cased with silver, 3%
has on the top a marble slab inscribed «Bigmillal’
Allahumma salli alayh!” (“In the name of Allah! Alla?
have Mercy upon Him!”) :
The Prophet’s body, it should be remembered; lics
or is supposed to lie, stretched at full length on 2
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lcllght side, with the right palm supporting the right
W;eek, the face fronting Meccah, as Moslems are al-

YS buried, and consequently the body lies with the
1eaq almost due West and the feet due Bast. Close
2nd him is placed Abubekr, whose face fronts the
l”o.phet’s shoulder, and lastly Omar holds the same
Is)osulon with re- — be thus disposed.
Cle’sct to his prede- 2 But Moslem his-

SOr, The places 5 torians are mnot
suey are usually agref&d even upon
CUDPOSed g gl CHEITE so simple a point

Py, then, would as this.  Many

Dl‘e . ks 5 5 = . 5
fer this position, in line []; some thus in unicorn,
e

3 i i
L g
[isaE]

B and others the right angle, = =

;i]?nar St.ory of the susp?nded coffin has' been ex-
drige ¢d in two ways. N'lebuhr supposes it to have
; D from the rud(.e draw.mgs solld to strangers. Mr.
ievelélln Bankes (Giovanni Finati, vol. 1. p. 2§9) be-
¢ S that the Sakhra}} or rock popularly described as
alelglmg unsupported in the mosque of Omar at Jeru-
' Was confounded by Christians, who could not
roghsﬁen either of these'Moslem shrines, with the
s Tomb at El Medinah.
tis Popularly asserted that in the Hujrah there is
SPare place for only a single grave, reserved for
of EIH Maryam after his second coming. The historians
Slam are full of tales proving that though many

t S g .
1ely Carly saints, as Osman the Caliph and Hasan

Doy,
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the Imam, were desirous of being buried there, and
that although Ayisha, to whom the room belonged;
willingly acceded to their wishes, son of man has 25
yet been unable to occupy it.

- After the Fatihah pronounced at Omar’s tomb, and
_ the short inspection of the Hujrah, Shayhk Hamid led
me round the south-east corner of the baldaquil
Turning towards the north we stopped at what is com”
monly called the Mahbat Jibrail (“Place of the Arch-
angel Gabriel’s Descent with the Heavenly Revela”
tions”), or simply El Malaikah—the Angels. It is 2
small window in the eastern wall of the mosque; W€
turned our backs upon' it, and fronting the Hujrab
recited the following prayer:—

“Peace be upon You, Ye Angels of Allah, the
Mukarrabin (cherubs), and the Musharrifin (seraphS)’
the pure, the holy, honored by the Dwellers in Heave™
and by those who abide upon the Earth. O beneficent
Lord! O Long-suffering! O Almighty! O Pitier! 0
Thou Compassionate One! perfect our Light, aB
pardon our Sins, and accept Penitence for our
fences, and cause us to die among the Holy! Peac®
be upon Ye, Angels of the Merciful, one and all!
And the Mercy of God and His Blessings be upo”
You!” After which I was shown the spot in th€
Hujrah where Sayyidna Isa shall be buried by Mo
hammed’s side.

Then turning towards the west, at a point wher®
there is a break in the symmetry of the Hujrah, we
arrived at the sixth station, the sepulchre or cenofaP"
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(C)iilile Lady Fatimah.. Her grave is outside the en-
o ¢ and ‘the' curtain which surrounds her father’s
T SH}S_: SO strict is Mos‘lem deco.rum, and so exalted
Side Plnion of ‘the “Vlrgm’s”_ dehca.cy. The eastejrn
S of the Hujrah, here turning a little Westwaltrd, in--
- 12;3 the shape of the square, in ordgr to give this
e ae appearance of disconnection with the rest of
e )Il}lldmg. The tomb, seen thr.ough a square aper-
o ke tl.1ose above described, is a long cat.afalque,
(011];fd with a black pall. Though the.re 1s great
. Whether the Lady be not buried with her son
VIiTLS in the B?Ll;ia cemetery, this place .is :%lways
e e‘ by the pious Moslem. The following is the
Yer opposite the grave of the amiable Fatimah:—

“Peace be upon Thee, Daughter of the Messenger
')roAHah! Peace be upon Thee, Daughter of the
5 Phet of Allah! Peace be upon Thee, Thou Daughter
he oStafal  Peace be upon Thee, Thou Mother of
. Shurafy) (seed of the Prophet). Peace be upon
0 ﬁf_’ 0 Lady amongst Women! Peace be upon Thee,
0 th of the Ahl El Kisa!* Peace be upon Thee,
Thgjhra and Batul! (pure and virgin). Peace be upon
i O Daughter of the Prophet! Peace be upon
By O Spouse of our Lord Ali El Murtaza! Peace
g Pon Thee, O Mother of Hasan and Husayn, the
ting O0ns, the two Lights, the two Pearls,’ the two
© of the Youth of Heaven, and Coolness of the

e
])- lhe “1)(:0 I 55 ] 1 1 it
r A ble of the garment,” so called, because on one occasion the
, 'T'a S . e . . %
twg Sran APped his cloak around himself, his daughter, his son-in-law, and his

s S 3 . . .
s, therchy separating them in dignity from other Moslems.
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Eyes (z. e. joy and gladness) of true Believers! Peac®
be upon Thee and upon Thy Sire, El Mustafa, and
Thy Husband, our Lord Ali! Allah honor His facé
and Thy Face, and Thy Father’s Face in Paradisé
-and Thy two Sons the Hasanayn! And the Mercy of
Allah and His Blessings!”

We then broke away as we best could from the
crowd of female “askers,” who have established their
Tares and Penates under the shadow of the Lady’
wing, and, advancing a few paces, we fronted to the
north, and recited a prayer in honor of Hamzah, and
the martyrs who lie buried at the foot of Mount
Ohod., We then turned to the right, and, fronting
the easterly wall, prayed for the souls of the blessed
whose mortal spirits repose within El Bakia’s hallowed
circuit.

After this we returned to the southern wall of the
Mosque, and, facing towards Meccah, we recited the
following supplication:—“O Allah! (three times 1€
peated) O Compassionate! O Beneficent! O Requite®
(of good and evil)! O Prince! O Ruler! O ancient of
Benefits! O Omniscient! O Thou who givest whe?
asked, and who aidest when Aid is required, accep®
this our Visitation, and preserve us from Dangers, and
make easy our Affairs, and expand our Chests (gladd®”
our hearts), and receive our Prostration, and requit®
us according to our good Deeds, and turn not oW
evil Deeds against us, and place not over us one WhO
feareth not Thee, and one who pitieth not us, &
write Safety and Health upon us and upon Thy Slave
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ge Hujjaj (pilgrims), and the Ghuzzat (fighters for the
"), and the Zawwar (visitors to the tomb), and the
°Me-dwellers and the Wayfarers of the Moslems, by

80d and by Sea, and pardon those of the Faith of

our Lorg Mohammed One and All!”

Wi om the southern wall we returned to the “Prophet’s
0dow,” where we recited the following tetrastich and

prQYer.

«
O Mustafa 1 verily, I stand at Thy Door,
man, weak and fearful, by reason of my Sins :
If Thoy ajd me not, O Prophet of Allah!
I die—for, in the World there is none generous as Thou art!”

Py “Of 4 Truth, Allah and His Angels bless the
LODIGHI 0 e who believe, bless Him and salute Him

Wit
glth Salutation! O Allah! verily I implore Thy Par-
thn’ and supplicate Thine Aid in this World as in

slnext! O Allah! O Allah! abandon us not in this

' Darci, P_lace to the consequences of our Sins withf)ut
t Emomng them, or to our Grl(.ifs without (':onsohng
> Or to our fears, O Allah! without removing them.
= )lBlessings ar'ld' Salutation to Thee, O Prince of
Tailg '€ts, Commissioned (to preach the Word), and
€ to Allah the Lord of the (three) Worlds!” :

Hin :Ve turned away from the Hujrah, and' after grati-
. & a meek-looking but exceedingly importunate
T *, who insisted on stunning me ?vith the
Ulatl 'Y, S, we fronted southwards, an(_i taku.lg care
Pro lou’r backs should mnot be in a line w1th. the
sntl);ets rfilce, stood opposite the mcl.le called Mihrab
Plicatill There Hamid proce?ded with another sup-
BRSO Allah (three times repeated), O Safe-
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guard of the Fearful, and Defender of those who trust
in Thee, and Pitier of the Weak, the Poor, and the
Destitute! accept us, O Beneficent! and pardon us,
Merciful! and receive our Penitence, O ComngSSionate!
and have Mercy upon us, O Forgiver!—for verily non®
but Thou can remit Sin! Of a Truth Thou alon®
knowest the hidden and veilest Man’s Transgressions:
veil, then, our Offences, and pardon our Sins, and €¥
pand our Chests, and cause our last Words at the
Supreme Hour of Life to be the Words, ¢There is 1°
god but Allah, and our Lord Mohammed is the Mes
senger of Allah!” O Allah! cause us to live according
to this Saying, O Thou Giver of Life; and make W
to die in this Faith, O Thou Ruler of Death! And
the best of Blessings and the completest of Salufd:
tions upon the sole Lord of Intercession, our LO¥
Mohammed and His Family, and His Companions On°
and Alll”

Lastly, we retured to the Garden, and prayed a7
other two-bow prayer, ending, as we began, with the
worship of the Creator.

* * * * * *

Unfortunately for me, the boy Mohammed nad
donned that grand embroidered coat. At the end ©
the ceremony the Aghas, or eunuchs of the Mosqué %
race of men considered respectable by their office, 4%
prone to make themselves respected by the freest <
ministration of club-law, assembled in El Rauzab iy
offer me the congratulation “Ziyaratak Mubarak”—
“Blessed be thy Visitation,”—and to demand fe€*
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Then c
Wel]
0]

ame the Sakka, or water-carrier of the Mosque

» Zem Zem, offering a tinned saucer filled from the

Y source, And lastly T was beset by beggars,—
ome, milq beggars and picturesque who sat upon the

Sound immersed in the contemplation of their nap-
S Others, angry beggars who cursed if they were

Sfatified; and others noisy and petulant beggars,

Specially the feminine party near the Lady’s tomb,

ho Captured me by the skirt of my garment, com-

Delling me to ransom myself. There were, besides,
‘ beggars, boys who held out the right han.d on

e SC0re of good looks; ugly beggars, emac1.ated
“sealg whose long hair, dirt, and leanness entitled

tl?em to charity; and lastly, the blind, the halt, and the

Iseased, who, as Sons of the Holy City, demanded

om the Faithful that support with which they could

Provide themselves. Having been compelled by

“OMpanions, highly against my inclinatif)n, to be-

€ a man of rank, I was obliged to pay in propor-

- 0, ang my almoner in the handsome coat, as usu'a'l,
g @ kind of pride in being profuse. This first visit

IC] 't me doyple what I had intended—four dollars—
iy one pound sterling, and never afterwards could
P2y legs than half that sum. :

Zas: "“’ing now performed all the dutie‘s of a good
s Was permitted by Shaykh Hamid to xYandel'
oyt and gsee the sights_ We began our circum-

i Wation g the Bab el Salam—the Gate of Salvation

o S ONTh western . entrance pierced in the long w-aH
the Mosque. It is a fine archway handsome]y_ in-

CO)
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crusted with marble and glazed tiles; the many gilt
Inscriptions on its sides give it, especially at night
time, an appearance of considerable splendor. The
portcullis-like doors are of wood, strengthened Wit.h
brass plates, and nails of the same metal. Outside thiS
gate is a little Sabil, or public fountain, where those
who will not pay for the water, kept ready in large
earthen jars by the “Sakka” of the Mosque, perform
their ablutions gratis. Here all the mendicants cob”
gregate in force, sitting on the outer steps and at the
entrance of the Mosque, up and through which the
visitors must pass.

About the centre of the western wall is the Bab €l
Rahmah—the Gate of Mercy. It admits the dead
bodies of the Faithful when carried to be prayed over
in the Mosque; there is nothing remarkable in its aP”
pearance; in common with the other gates it has hug®
folding doors, iron-bound, an external flight of step?
and a few modern inscriptions.

The Bab Mejidi, or Gate of the Sultan Abd ¢!
Mejid, stands in the centre of the northern wall; like
its portico, it is unfinished, but its present appearanc®
promises that it will eclipse all except the Bab el
Salam.

The Bab el Nisa or Gate of Women, is in ic
eastern wall opposite the Bab el Rahmah, with which
it is connected by the “Farsh el Hajar, a broad bal
of stone, two or three steps below the level of thf
portico, and slightly raised above the Sahn or the
hypaethral portion of the Mosque. And lastly, in the




A PILGRIMAGE TO MECCA AND MEDINA.

S%thern portion of the same eastern wall is the Bab
brail, the Gate of the Archangel Gabriel.

All these entrances are arrived at by short external
‘8hts of steps leading from the streets, as the base of
e temple, unlike that of Meccah, is a little higher

thap the foundations of the buildings around it. The
0TS are closed by the attendant eunuchs immediately
?fter the night prayers, except during the blessed
onth 1y Ramazan and in the pilgrimage season,
Vhen Pious visitors pay considerable fees to pass the
Mght there in meditation and prayer.
.The minarets are five in number; but one, the
hlkayliyyah, at the north-west angle of the building,
la§ been levelled, and is still in process of being re-
Wlt,  The Munar Bab el Salam stands by the gate
that name; it is a tall handsome tower surmounted
hia large ball or cone* of brass gilt or burnished.
2 ¢ Munar Bab el Rahmah, about the centre of the
: E]Stern wall, is of more simple form than the others:
a5 two galleries with the superior portion circular,
;01( SUrmounted by the conical “extinguisher” roof so
1 Umon jp T urkey and Egypt. On the north-east
U8le of e Mosque stands the Sulaymaniyah Munar,

Named after its founder, Sultan Sulayman the

Whificent, Tt is a well-built and substantial stone
g o divided into three stages; the two lower por-
terms- e polygonal, the upper cyl.mdrlcal, and ez'u:h

Mates ip 4 platform with a railed gallery carried

*
B " 15 G : L
ity Y SOMe wonderful process the ““Printer’s Devil” converted, in the first
tion hi I

» this bag] op cone into a ““bull or cow,”
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all round for the protection of those who ascend. And
lastly, from the south-east angle of the Mosque, SUpP-
posed to be upon the spot where Belal, the Prophet’s
loud-lunged crier, called the first Moslems to prayel
springs the Munar Raisiyah, so called because it 15
appropriated to the Ruasa or chiefs of the MuezzinS:
Like the Sulaymaniyah, it consists of three parts: the
first and second stages are polygonal, and the third
a cylinder is furnished like the lower two with a railed
gallery. Both the latter minarets end in solid ovals of
masonry, from which project a number of woodc?
triangles. To these and to the galleries on all festiVe
occasions, such as the arrival of the Damascus caravah
are hung oil lamps—a poor attempt at illuminatio®
which may rationally explain the origin of the Medinit¢
superstition concerning the column of light which
crowns ithe Prophet’s tomb. There is no umformlty
in the shape or the size of these four minarets, and at
first sight, despite their beauty and grandeur, they aP
pear somewhat bizarre and misplaced. But after a eV
days I found that my eye grew accustomed to then”
and I had no difficulty in appreciating their massive
proportions and lofty forms.

Equally irregular are the Riwaks, or porches, Su-”
rounding the hypaethral court. Along the norther?
wall there will be, when finished, a fine colonnade ©
granite, paved with marble. The eastern Riwak D%
three rows of pillars, the western four, and the south€r™
under which stands the tomb, of course has its column®
ranged deeper than all the others. These supports °
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the building are of different material; some of fine
marble, others of rough stone merely plastered over
1 ' Painted with the most vulgar of arabesques-— ver-
Milion anq black in irregular patches, and broad
Streaks like the stage face of a London clown. ‘Their
S12¢ moreoyer is different, the southern colonnade being
Omposed of pillars palpably larger than those in the
Other Parts ‘of the Mosque. Scarcely any two shafts
}&ve similar capitals; many have no pedestal, and
ST e e cut with a painful ignorance of art.

‘annot extend my admiration of the minarets to the
112 _Umns\in their “architectural lawlessness” there is

4 redeeming point.

i Of these unpraisable pillars three are cele]?rated in

dnals of El Islam, for which reason their names
loen Painted upon them, and five others epjoy the
a OF of distinctive appellations. The first is called
it ukhallak, because, on some occasion of impurity,

ne“’as anointed with a perfume called Khaluk. It is
ar ]

ler ¢ Mihrab el Nabawi, on the right of the place
& 01-e the 'Imam. prays, and it notes the spot wh§re,
Hl)one the invention of the pulpit, the Prophet, leal?mg
\ugethe Ustuwanat el Hannanah_.the Weeping Pillar
;fl to recite the Khutbah or Friday sermon.

l,()ml 1216 Seco1}d stands .third from the p.ulpit, and t.hird
also 1 1€ Hujrah, It is called the Pillar of Ayisha,
Caule Ustuwanat el Kum]}, or the Coh}mn of Lot§,
011;6 the. Prophet, accordn}g to the testimony of his
the %€ wife, declared that if men knew the value of
ace, they would cast lots to pray there: in some
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books it 15 known as the Pillar of the Muhajirin OF
Fugitives, and others mention it as El Mukhallak—the
Perfumed.

Twenty cubits distant from Ayisha’s Pillar, and th€
second from the Hujrah and the fourth from the pu-
pit, is the Pillar of Repentance, or of Abu Lubabal
It derives its name from the following circumstancé
Abu Lubabah was a native of El Medinah, one of the
Auxiliaries and a companion of Mohammed, originally
it is said a Jew, according to others of the Beni Am!
bin Auf of the Aus tribe. Being sent for by his kins”
men or his allies, the Bentt Kurayzah, at that timé
capitulating to Mohammed, he was consulted by the
distracted tribe: men, women and children threw them”
selves at his feet, and begged of him to intercede 0
them with the offended Prophet. Abu Lubabah swor®
he would do so: at the same time, he drew his ha®
across his throat, as much as to say, “Defend youl
selves to the last, for if you yield, such is your doom
Afterwards repenting, he bound himself with a hug®
chain to the date-tree in whose place the column noW
stands, vowing to continue there until Allah and th¢
Prophet accepted his penitence-—a circumstance Wh_lch
did not take place till the tenth day, when his hearing
was gone and he had almost lost his sight. i

The less celebrated pillars are the Ustuwanat Sarth
or Column of the Cot, where the Prophet was wont e
sit meditating on his humble couch-frame of daf®
sticks. The Ustuwanat Ali notes the spot where the
fourth caliph used to pray and watch near his fathe”
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::;lw at night. At the Ustuwanat-el Wufud, as its
¢ denotes, the Prophet received envoys, couriers,
€missaries from foreign places. The Ustuwanat

is ahajjud now stand's thil‘& Mohammed, sitting upon

Makmat, Passed the night in prayer. And lastly is the
4 Jibrail (Gabriel’s place), for whose other name,

ha‘rba’at el Ba/ir, “the Pole of the Beast of Burden? [
V€ been unable to find an explanation.
he four Riwaks, or porches, of the Medinah
gr:Squ-e Open upon a hypethral ¢ourt of parallelo-
Mmijc shape. The only remarkable object in it is
Q?Ilualre’of wooden railing enclosing a place full of
“Watered earth, - called the Garden of our Lady

Stmah, It now contains a dozen date-trees—in Ibn
¥y TS time there were fifteen.. Their fruit is sent
lneéheffmnuchs as Rre§ents.; to the Sultan and the great
by tho El Islam; it is .hxghly Valued- by t‘he vulgar,
pOrtane Olema do not, think much of its claims to -
o aSige' Among the palms are the venerable remains
Dr e r, or Lote tree ‘(Rhar.nnus Nabeca, Forsk.), whose
o € 1S sold for inordinate sums. The enclosgte
of ¢ :refl.by a dwarf gate in the south-eastern portion
is .. ‘2ling nearer the well, and one of the eunuchs
thebenera-uy to be seen there: it is under the charge of

Coml:n e or ch.Ief treasurer. These gardens are not
thmu') On n Mosques, as the. traveller who passes
Drettbl alro can convince hin'lself. ';[‘h.ey form a
for theand 4N appropriate feature in a building erected
: Worship of Him “who spread the Earth with

ar
o Flowers and drew shady Trees from the

€c
Ca q; _ﬂlc({z'fza. oL, 4
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dead Ground” A tradition of the Prophet also dé
clares that “acceptable is Devotion in the Garden and
in the Orchard.”

At the south-east angle of this enclosure, under &
wooden roof supported by pillars of the same materia?,
stands the Zem Zem, generally called the Bir el Nabb
or “the Prophet’s well.” My predecessor declares that
the brackishness of its produce has stood in the W&y
of its reputation for holiness. Vet a well educated
man told me that it was as “light” (wholesome) waté’
as” any in El Medinah,—a fact which he accounted
for by supposing a subterraneous passage which com”
nects it with the great Zem Zem at Meccah. Others
again, believe that it is filled by a vein of waté
 springing directly under the Prophet’s grave: generallfs
however, among the learned it is not more reveré
than our Lady’s Garden, nor is it ranked in book®
among the holy wells of El Medinah.

Between this Zem Zem and the eastern Riwa¥
is the Stoa, or Academia, of the Prophet’s city. In the
cool mornings and evenings the ground is strewé
with professors, who teach the young idea, as an
eminent orientalist hath it, to shout rather than ©
shoot. A few feet to the south of the palm garden
a moveable wooden planking painted green, and abf’ut
three feet high; it serves to separate the congregatlon
from the Imam when he prays here; and at the north”
eastern angle of the enclosure is a Shajar Kanadil
large brass chandelier which completes the furnitt®
of the court, :
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After this inspection, the shadows of evening began
2 gather round us. We left the Mosque, reverently
%king care to issue forth with the left foot and not
i ack out of it as is the S}mnat or practice derived
1 the Prophet, when taking leave of the Meccan
fmple,
M .TO conclude this long chapter. Although every
OSIEm, learned and simple, firmly believes that Mo-

%m"}led’s remains are interred in the Hujrah at El
“edinah, I cannot help suspecting that the place is
OWbtful as that of the Holy Sepulchre at Jerusalem.
no‘flmlst be remembered that a tumult followed the an-

icement of the Prophet’s death, when the people,

as o 3 v
£ Often happens, believing him to be immortal, re-
S

e;zd t(? credit the report, and even Omar threatened
fUction to any one that asserted it. Moreover the
ucg; Was scarcely cold when t,h? contest about the
" -aSSI.O.n arose between .the fu‘gltlves of Meccah ;ftnd
aCCorL;.(lharles of El Medinah: in the ar@our of \thch,
il Ing to the Shiahs, the house of Ali and Fatimah,
) nn.a few feet of the spot where the tomb of the
‘Dhet 1s now placed—was threatened with fire, and
anyqbekr was elected caliph that same evening.’ If
aC:ne find cause to Wc?nder that " the last resting-
evey of a personage so important was not ﬁxesi for
To € may find many a parallel case n El Me‘dmah.
h n(?r‘mte no other, three several. localities claim t.he
althou C;f contain.ing the Lady Fatimah’s mortal spoils,
rop egtl One might suppose that the daughter of the
and the mother of the Imams would not be

4%
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laid in an unknown grave. My reasons for incredulity
are the following:

From the earliest days the shape of the Prophet®
tomb has never been generally known in El Islan®
For this reason it is that graves are made convex 1P
some countries, and flat in others: had there been #
Sunnat, such would not have been the case. :

The accounts of the learned are discrepant. El
Samanhudi, perhaps the highest authority, contradic®
himself. In one place he describes the coffin; in 2%
other he expressly declares that he entered the Hujra
when it was being repaired by Kaid Bey, and saw
the inside three deep graves, but no traces of tombs:
Either, then, the mortal remains of the Prophet had—
despite Moslem superstition—mingled with the dust
a probable circumstance after nearly goo years’ inter”
ment, or, what is more likely, they had been remové
by the Shiah schismatics who for centuries had charg®
of the sepulchre*

And lastly, T cannot but look upon the tale of &
blinding light which surrounds the Prophet’s to™™
current for ages past and still universally believ®
upon the authority of the attendant eunuchs, who i
know its falsehood, as a priestly gloss intended ©
conceal a defect.

T here conclude the subject, committing it to som®
future and more favored investigator. In offering the

* Note to Third Edition. I have lately been assured by Mohammedv;
Halabi, Shaykh el Olema of Damascus, that he was permitted by the Agha
to pass through the gold-plated door leading into the Hujrah and that he 5%
no trace of a sepulchre.
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aboye _ i
dzo‘“ I'emarks, I am far from wishing to throw a
U5t upon an established point of history. But where

SUspicion of fable arises from popular “facts,” a
noW]edge 0

Tegarq 1t wit

f a man and of his manners teaches us to
h favoring eye.* :

these pages I have often translated Rasul Allah by the popular

of Allah.” The reader, however, is warned that the word means
" i e an Apostle, and that Mohammed repeatedly and absolutely
wers of prophecy and of miracle-mongering. Those who call him
© Prophet” little know his character.

med p
et
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CHAPTER IIL

An Essay towards the History of the Prophet’s Mosque.

IeN ApBas has informed the world that when the
eighty individuals composing Noah’s family issu€
from the ark, they settled at a place distant 10 marche’
and 12 parasangs (36—48 miles) from Babel or Ba-
bylon. There they increased and multiplied and spré?
into a mighty empire. At length under the rule ©

Namrud (Nimrod), son qéKana’an (Canaan), son 0
Ham, they lapsed from the worship of the true God:
a miracle dispersed them into distant parts of the

oné

carth, and they were further broken up by the
_twO

primeval language being divided into seventy’
dialects. A tribe called Aulad Sam bin Nuh (the
children of’ Shem), or Amalikah and Amalik, frot®
their ancestor Amlak bin Arfakhshad bin Sam b
Nuh, was inspired with a knowledge of the Arab’®
tongue: it settled at El Medinah, and was the first ¥
cultivate the ground and to plant palm trees.
course of time these people extended over the W
tract between the seas of El Hejaz (the Red Sea) 4
El Oman (north-western part of the Indian Oceal)’
and they became the progenitors of the ]a.batb}ra1
(Tyrants or “Giants”) of Syria as well as the Fara’maz
(Pharaohs) of Egypt. Under these Amalik such W&

hole
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t}‘.le 8¢ of man that during the space of 400 years a
°L would not be seen, nor could “keening” be
Ad in their cities.

o In this wild F1'aditi911'xve ﬁn('i a conﬁrmatiox.l of the

degnd ~geographical opinion Whl?h makes Arabia “une

® Pepinieres du genre humain” (M. Jomard). It

E\L]llslt b? remembered that .the theatre‘ of all efn‘liest

St 15&t10p has.been a fertile valley with a I'la.VJgab]e

exi;m; hk? Sind, Egyp‘t, and‘Mesopotamm. The

e €nce of such a spot in Arabia would have altered

Comy Page of her history; she W.Ol.ll.d t.hen have be-

Male a cer%tre, 'not a source of civilisation. Strabo’.s

is ﬂ?th‘es River in Y emen is therefor.e a myth: A§ 1t

5 ene_lmmense population of the penxnsula—§t1ll thick,
ol i the “deserts’—has, frf)m the ea.fhest ages,

Quest Impellec'l by d.rought, fa'mlne, or desire of. con-

menti, to elnlgratf: into happl?r. regions. A_II h.lStOI"y :

the ‘(?HS two main streams which took their rise in
erhivﬂds:~the first Sfat to t.he north-east, through
t&inoga’ Mekran, Beluchistan, Sind, the Afghar.l Moun-

Othe:r’ as fafr as Samarcand, Bokhara, and Tibet; the -
) ﬂOng towards the north-west, passed through

iyl?t and Barbary into Etruria, Spain, the Isles of the

inol;erml.lean{ and soutl}érn I*jrzmc__-e. There are two
in the ?mlgrfatlons chronicled in 111§to1‘y, and Wntte'n
lolg Indelible characters'of phy51.ognomy and phi-

Ny st One of these s.et n an.ex1guous but peren-
ixiny Eax'n towards India, especially Malabar, where,

cha, tg With the people of t.he country, the Arab mer-

€come the progenitors of the Moplah race.’
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The other was a partial emigration, also for com-
mercial purposes, to the coast of Berberah, in Easters
Africa, where, mixing with the Galla tribes, the people
of Hazramaut became the sires of the extensive Somali
and Sawahil nations. Thus we have from Arabia four
different lines of emigration, tending N.E. and S.Ew
N.W. and S.W.

At some future time I hope to develop this curious
but somewhat obscure portion of Arabian history. It
bears upon a most interesting subject, and serves 0
explain, by the consanguinity of races, the marvellou®
celerity with which' the faith of El Islam spread fro®
the Pillars of Hercules to the confines of China—em”
bracing part of Southern Europe, the whole of Norther?
and a portion of Central Africa, and at least thre€
fourths of the continent of Asia.

The last king of the Amalik, “Arkam bin el A
kam,” was, according to most authors, slain by an
army of the children of Israel sent by Moses after the
Exodus, with orders thoroughly to purge Meccah an
El Medinah of its Infidel inhabitants. ~All the trib®
was destroyed, with the exception of the women, the
children, and a youth of the royal family, whose exe
txaoxdmary beauty persuaded the invaders to spare pint
pending a reference to the Prophet. When the army
returned, they found that Moses had died during the
expedition, and they were received with reproaches by
the people for having violated his express commal™
The soldiers, unwilling to live with their own natio?
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ung : :

thnﬂer this reproach, returned to El Hejaz, and settled
Cre,

b Moslem authors are agreed that after the Amalik,

the enl Israel ruled in the Holy Land of Arabia, but
¢ learneq in history are not agreed upon the cause

their emigration. According to some, when Moses

W o A 3
. :«Shfetummg from a pilgrimage to Meccah, a multitude

S followers, seeing in El Medinah the signs of
ty which, according to the Taurat, or Pentateuch,
hear the preaching of the last Prophet, settled
nd were joined by many Bedawin of the neigh-
od who conformed to the law of Moses. Ibn
, aybah also informs us that when Moses and Aaron

the ¢
ShOu]d
€re a
Ourhg

Lere Wending northwards from Meccah, they, being
enteiar of certain Jews sett]ed'at El Medinah, did not
e the city, but pitched their tents on Mount Ohod.
saiq n“belng about to die, Moses dug his tomb, and
T Brother, thine hour is come! turn thy face to
o nheXt world!” Aaron entered the grave, lay at full
layyg, »and immediately expired, upon which the Jewish
O‘Vir\;}er covered him with earth, and went his way
S the Promised Land,
long u quayrah asserted that the Benu Israel, after
drivejeamhmg’ settled in El Medinah, because, when
Nag, (NfrOm Palestine by the invgsion of Bukht el
the |, ebuchadnezzar), they found in their books that
the OSt Prophet would manifest himself in a town of
of Was of Arabiyah, called Zat Nakhl, or the “place

al
the

i

c'm trees”  Some of the sons of Aaron occupied
i Oter thihes sollad at Khaybar, and in the
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neighbourhood, building “ Utum,” or square, flat-roofeds
stone castles for habitation and defence. They left 4%
order to their descendants that Mohammed should b¢
favourably received, but Allah hardened their hearts
unto their own destruction. Like asses they turn€
their backs upon Allah’s mercy,* and the consequenc®
is, that they have been rooted out of the land. The
Tarikh Tabari declares that when Bukht el Nasr, afte’
destroying Jerusalem, attacked and slew the king ©
Egypt, who had given an asylum to a remnant of th'e
house of Israel, the persecuted fugitives made thel
way into El Hejaz, settled near Yasrib (El 1 Medinah)
where they founded several towns, Khaybar, Fadak
Wady el Subw’, Wady el Kura, Kmayzah and many
others. It appears, then, by the concurrence of DiS°
torians, that the Jews at an early time either colonis€®
or supplanted the Amalik at, El Medinah.

At length the Israelites fell away from the worshiP
of the one God, who raised up against them the A%
tribes of Aus and Khazraj, the progenitors of ¢ 2
modern Ansar. Both these tribes claimed a kindf€
origin, and Yemen as the land of their nativity. 104
circumstances of their emigration are thus describe®
The descendants of Yarab bin Kahtan, bin Shalik, pin
Arfakhshad, bin Sam, bin Nuh, kinsmen to the Amalib
inhabited in prosperity the land of Saba. Their sway
extended two months’ journey from the dyke of Mare”
near the modern capital of Yemen, as far as Syri#

” x o 5 s
* When the Arabs see the ass turn tail to the wind and rain, they exclaif®
“Lo! he turneth his back upon the mercy of Allah!”
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N incredible tales are told of their hospitality and
¢ fertility of their land. As usual, their hearts were
Perverteq by prosperity. They begged Allah to relieve
M from the troubles of extended empire and the
Uties of hospitality by diminishing their possessions.
%S Consequence of their impious supplications was
'© Well-known flood of Irem. The chief of the de-
Scendants of Kahtan bin Saba, one of the ruling
miljeg In Yemen, was one Amru bin Amin Ma-el-
AMa, called “El Muzaykayh” from his rending in
I.GCGS €very garment once worn. His wife Tarikah,
Myariah " being skilled in divination, foresaw the
al Cvent, and warned her husband, who, unwilling
eak from his tribe without an excuse, contrived
fOnowing stratagem. He privily ordered his
Str?l?ted.-son, an orphan, to dispute with him, a.nd
. <€ him in the face at a feast composed of the prin-
! persons in the kingdom. The disgrace of such
SCene afforded him a pretext for selling off his pro-
Y, and, followed by his thirteen sons,—all borne
I by his wife Tarikah,—and others of the tribe,
"W emigrated northwards. The little party, thus
1°tved from the Yemenian Deluge, was destinc?d by
isa 0 become the forefathers of the Auxiliarles of
Chogen, Prophet.
it I the children of Amru thus dispersed into dif-
t parts of Arabia. His eldest son, Salabah bin
the > chose 1 Hejaz, settled at El Medinah, then in
5 ands of the impious Beni Israel, and became the
' of the Aus and Khazraj., In course of time,

e

m
Pr
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the new comers were made by Allah an instrument
of vengeance against, the disobedient Jews. Of the
latter people the two tribes Kurayzah and Nazi!
claimed certain feudal rights (well-known to Europe)
upon all occasions of Arab marriages. The Aus aB
the Khazraj, after enduring this indignity for a time
at length had recourse to one of their kinsmen, Whos
when the family dispersed, had settled in Syria. Abt
Jubaylah, thus summoned, marched an army to
Medinah, avenged the honor of his blood, and @€
stroyed the power of the Jews, who from 1hat moment
became Mawali, or clients to the Arabs.

For a time the tribes of Aus and Khazraj, freed
from, the common enemy, lived in peace and harmony
At last they fell into feuds and fought with fratricidal
strife, until the coming of the Prophet effected a 1€
conciliation between them. This did not take plac®
however, before the Khazraj, at the battle of Bu#?
(about ‘A. D. 615), received a decided defeat fro™
the Aus.

It is also related, to prove how El Medinah W&
predestined to a h1gh fate, that nearly three centurié®
before the siege of the town by Abu Jubaylah, the

Tobba el Asghar marched northward, at the requlsl
tion of the Aus and Khazraj tribes, in order to punls

the Jews; or according to others, at the request of th
Jews to revenge them upon the Aus and Khazr?)
After capturing the town, he left one of his sons$ ?o
govern it, and marched onwards to conquer Syré ¢
andi Bl Teak: Suddenly informed that the people ©
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EI, Medinah had treacherously murdered their new
Shr;nce, the exasperated Tobba returned and attacked
% .plac:e, and when his horse was killed under‘ hlrr},
: SWore that he would never decamp before razing it
1€ ground. Whereupon two Jewish priests, Ka'ab
T Assayd, went over to him and informed him that
S not in the power of man to destroy the town,
“Ing preserved by Allah, as their books proved,
lnae;he refuge of his Propbet, the de’scendant of Ish-
Pries:c '-[jhe Tobba Judaized. Taking 400- of the
o S W.lth'lum he departed from El Medmah', per-
inve ed Dllgnmage to the Kaabah of Meccah, wlnch.he
Sted with a splendid covering,* and, after erecting
Qapiﬂse' for the expected Prophe.t, he returned to his
rde all In Yemen, where he. abo.hshed 1dolatry. by the
tiCuZ of ﬁre: He treated h}S priestly guests with par-
fouowr‘ attention, and on his death-bed he wrote the
Ing tetrastich:—
“I testify of Ahmed that he of a truth
Is a prophet from Allah, the Maker of souls.

Be my age extended into his age,
I would be to him a Wazir and a cousin.

he 1 . .
of = S€aling ‘the paper he committed it to the charge
1 1 b S . - . .
€ High Priest, with a solemn injunction to deliver
*
If 4. .
L Qrs:‘i[[»hls be trye it proves that the Jews of El Hejaz had in those days a.
to the I’“l?us Yeverence for the Kaabah ; otherwise the Tobba, after conforming
they, ,‘1» Ot Moses, would not have shown it this mark of respect. Moreover
d pp...¢nd that the same Rabbis dissuaded the Tobba from plundering the
Aras P When he was treacherously advised so to do by the Benu Hudayl

AV 4 1
i ]_E)rl.ately Perused ““The Worship of Baalem in Israel,” based upon the

fm"l the Dt Dozy. ““The Tsraelites in Mecca,” By Dr. H. Qort. Translated
1tc]

> and enlarged, with Notes and Appendices, by the Right Rev,
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the letter, should an opportunity offer, into the hands
of the great Prophet; and that if the day be distgnt:
the missive should be handed down from generatlo}?
to generation till it reached the person to whom 1
was addressed. The house founded by him at B1 M€
dinah was committed to a priest of whose descendants
was Abu Ayyub the Ansari, the first person over
whose threshold the Prophet passed when he eﬂdefi
the flight. Abu Ayyub had also charge of the Tobba®
letter, so that, after three or four centuries, it arrive

at its destination.

med-

El Medinah was ever well inclined to Moham
In the early part of his career, the emissaries of

tribe called the Benti Abd el Ashhal came from tha
town to Meccah, in order to make a treaty with the
Kuraysh, and the Prophet seized the opportunity Od
preaching El Islam to them. His words were secol

by Ayyas bin Ma’az, a youth of the tribe, and oppos©
by the chiefs of the embassy, who, however, return®
home without pledging themselves to either Pﬂrtyf N
Shortly afterwards a body of the Aus and the Khazr?)
came to the pilgrimage of Meccah; when the ProP '
began preaching to. them, they recognised the pers°
so long expected by the Jews, and swore to him &
oath which is called in Moslem history the el
b

2l
John William Colenso, D.D. (Longmans). I can see no reason why Meccbu
or Beccah should be made to mean ‘A slaughter,” why the Kaabah shot Hetss
founded by the Simeonites, why the Hajj should be the Feast ofrl'rumgce t
and other assertions, in which everything seems to be taken for grznted e‘kd by
etymology which is tortured into confession. If Meccah had been found®

the Simeonites why did the Guebres and the Hindus respect it?
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Fealty of the Steep.” After the six individuals who
h.a 4 thyg pledged themselves returned to their native
°lty, the event being duly bruited abroad caused such
Cllect that when the next pilgrimage season came,
Velve, op according to others forty persons, led by
*ad bin Zararah, accompanied the original converts,
I the same place swore the “Second Fealty of
& Steep” - The Prophet dismissed them in company
;Vlth one Musab bin Umayr, a Meccan, cl‘larged‘to
Loy them the Koran and their religious duties, which
; t_hose times consisted only of prayer and the pro-
“Sslon of unity. They arrived at El Medinah on a
Wli.;da% and this was the first day on which the city
Ressed the public devotions of the Moslems.

fter some persecutions Musab had the fortune to
VeIt a cousin of Asad bin Zararah, a chief of the
thlls, Sa’ad bin Ma’az, whose opposition had been' of

A fierceg, He persuaded his tribe, the Benti Abd el
I

thhal', to break their idols and openly to profess El
am

Qonv- The next season, Musab having made many
SIS, some say seventy, others three hundre.d,
gr?rched from El Medinah to Meccah for the pﬂ-
Pr:]';lge, and there induced his followers to meet the
ha Phet ot midnight(upon the steep near Muna. Mo-
i ¢d preached to them their duties towards Allah
Way mse]f, especially insisting upon the ‘necessity.of
witlllng down infidelity. They pleaded ancient treaties
Siop 1..C JeWs of El Medinah, and showe‘d apprehen-
Witl, St the Prophet, after bringing them into disgrace
I fellows, should. desert them and return to
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the faith of his kinsmen the Kuraysh. Mohammed;
smiling, comforted them with the assurance that he wa$
with them, body and soul, for ever. Upon this they
asked him what would be their reward if slain. The
Prophet replied “Gardens ’neath which the stream’
flow”—that is to say, Paradise.

Then, in spite of the advice of El Abbas, Moham"
med’s uncle, who was loud in his denunciations, they
bade the preacher stretch out his hand, and upon -
swore the oath known as the “Great Fealty of the
Steep.”  After comforting them with an Ayat, OF
Koranic verse, which promised heaven to them, Mo-
hammed divided his followers into twelve parties, a8
placing a chief at the head of each, dismissed them 0
their homes. He rejected the offer made by one ©
the party—namely, to slay all the idolaters present'at
the pilgrimage—saying that Allah had favored hi®
with no such order. For the same reason he refus
their invitation to visit El Medinah, which was th¢
principal object of their mission, and he then took 3"
affectionate leave of them.

Two months and a half after the events abo"®
detailed, Mohammed received the inspired tidings tha"
El Medinah of the Hejaz was his predestined asylu™
In anticipation of the order, for as yet the time h#
not been revealed, he sent forward his friends, amoB®
whom were Omar, Talhah, and Hamzah, retaining with
him Abubekr and Ali. The particulars of the Flight
that eventful accident to El Islam, are too well kno""
to_require mention here, besides which they belons
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Tather ¢,

ke the category of general than of Medinite
llstory.

I\/Iohatmmed was escorted into El Medinah by one
ydat el Aslami and eighty men of the same tribe,
© had been offered by the Kuraysh 100 camels for
Capture of the fugitives. But Buraydat, after
ersm_ng to their terms, accidentally entered into con-
ation with Mohammed, and no sooner did he hear
&iethname of his interlocutor, than he professed the
2 g of E] Islam. He then prepared for the Prophet
nxiandard. by. attaching his turban to a spear, and
the 0%151)’ Inquired what house was to be honored by
e Presence of Allal’s chosen servant. “Whichever,”
Plied Mohammed, “this she-camel is ordered to
:tw me” At the last halting-place, he accidentglly
Vo aSOme of.his disciples retL.xrning frgm a trad.mg
Abtfe tO'Syrla; they dr§ssed hu.n an.d .hls companion
3 €kr in white clothing, Wth.h 1t 1s said caused
the lpeople of Kuba to pay a mistaken reverence to
habitatt?r' 'ljh'e Moslems of El Medinah were in the
the of I€pairing every morning to the heights near
suy Y looking out for the Prophet, and when the
Waxed hot they returned home, One day, about
suq e, 2 Jew, who discovered the return from afa}r,
farje, bly warned the nearest party of Ansar, or Auxil-
of El Medinah, that the fugitive was come,
houesye Snatched up their arms and hurried from their
VaﬂCeZ 0 meet him. Mohammed’s §11§-ca1ne1 ad-
Kyp,, © the centre of the then flourishing town of

... There she suddenly knelt upon a place which
Y Meding, 17 5

ur,
Wh

Iiste
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is now consecrated ground; at that time it was a8
open space, belonging, they say, to Abu Ayyub the
Ansari, who had a house there near the abodes ©
the Bentt Amr bin Auf. This event happened on fl?e
first day of the week, the twelfth of the month Rabi?
el Awwal, in the first year of the Flight: for which
reason Monday, which also witnessed the birth, the
mission, and the death of the Prophet, is an auspicious
day to El Islam.

After halting two days in the house of Kulsu®
bin Hadmah at Kuba, and there laying the foundatio?
of the first Mosque, upon the lines where his SBe
camel trod, the Prophet was joined by Ali, who hac
remained at Meccah, for the purpose of returninlg
certain trusts and deposits committed to Mohammed
charge. He waited three days longer: on Friday
morning (the 16th Rabia el Awwal, AH. 1= July 2nd;
A. D. 622), about sunrise, he mounted El Kaswa, an%
accompanied by a throng of armed Ansar on foot a8
on horseback, he took the way to the city. At th°
hour of public prayer, he halted in the wady or valley
near Kuba, upon the spot where the Masjid el ]Umﬂh
still is, performed  his devotions, and preach®
an eloquent sermon. He then remounted. Number®
pressed forward to offer him hospitality; he bless
them, and bade them stand out of the way, declaring
that El Kaswa would halt of her own accord at th°
predestined spot. IHe then advanced to where the
Prophet’s pulpit now stands. There the she-cam®
knelt, and the rider exclaimed, as one inspired, «Tihiz
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o Place, if Almighty Allah please!” Descending
om Kaswa, he recited, “O Lord, cause me to
alight a good Alighting, and Thou art the Best of
those Who cause to alight!” Presently the camel rose

urlaided, advanced a few steps, and then, according

SOme, returning, sat down upon her former seat;
according to others, she knelt at the door of Abu
Yyub ] Ansari, whose abode in those days was the
Carest to the halting-place. The descendant of the

t]eWish High Priest in the time of the Tobbas, with
e p

Camg]

Ophet’s permission, took the baggage off the
» and carried it into his house. Then ensued
]"ejOicings. The Abyssinians came and p]a}.lled
¢ their spears. The maidens of the Bent Najjar
i Sang and beat their kettle-drums. And all the
Ves of the Ansar celebrated with shrill cries of joy
AUspicioys event; whilst the males, young and old,
“Smen ang slaves, shouted with effusion, “Allah’s
“SSenger i5 come! Allah’s Messenger is here!”
Ohammed caused Abu Ayyub and his wife to
% O o upper story, contenting himself with
e hump)ep lower rooms. This was done fqr the
tr:ate.r Convenience of receiving visitors Wlth(?ut
theubhng the family; but the master (.)f the h.ouse..“as
rep. . tendered uncomfortable’ in mind. Hl§ Vangus
esma‘rfs about the Prophet’s.diet and domestic .hablts,
peCIally his avoiding leeks, onions, and garlic, are
8Tavey chronicled by Moslem authors. Mohammed
:Q: Would eat these strong-smelling vegetables on
Ount of his converse with the angels, éven as
5*
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modern “Spiritualists” refuse to smoke tobacco; at the
same time he allowed his followers to do so, except
when appearing in his presence, entering a Mosqué
or joining in public prayers.

After spending seven months, more or less, at the
house of Abu Ayyub, Mohammed, now surrounded by
his wives and family, built close to the Mosque, hut
for their reception. The ground was sold to him by
Sahal and Suhayl, two orphans of the Bent Najjar,* #
noble family of the Khazraj. Some time afterwards
one Harisat bin el Nu'man presented to the Proph€t
all his houses in the vicinity of the temple. In thos®
days the habitations of the Arabs were made of #
framework of Jerid or palm sticks, covered over with
a cloth of camel’s hair, a curtain of similar stuff forn”
ing the door. The richer sort had walls of uf”
baked brick, and date-leaf roofs plastered over with
mud or clay. Of this description were the abodes ©
Mohammed’s family. Most of them were built on the
N. and E. of the Mosque, which had open ground o
the western side; and the doors looked towards th°
place of prayer. In course of time, all, except Abubekt
and Ali, were ordered to close their doors, and eve®
Omar was refused the favour of having a windo"
opening into the temple.

Presently the Jews of El Medinah, offended by the
conduct of Abdullah bin Salam, their most lear®

T the
* The name of the tribe literally means “sons of a carpenter;” henc®

error of the learned and violent Humphrey Prideaux, corrected by Salé:
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Priest ang a descendant from the Patriarch Joseph,
t“i,ilo had become a convert to the Moslem dispensa-
0, began to plot against Mohammed. They were
Cadeq by Hajj bin Akhtah, and his brother Yasir bin
Aikhtah, and were joined by many of the Aus and the
5 4zraj. The events that followed this combination
£ the Munafikun, or Hypocrites, under their chief,
A dullah, belong to the domain of Arabian history.
B Mohammed spent the last ten years of his life at
AI Medinan. He died on Monday, some say at nine
0' M, others at noon, others a little after, the twelfth
v Rabia el Awwal in the eleventh year of the Hijrah.
\ “CR his family and companions debated where he

ho.uld be buried Ali advised El Medinah, and Abubekr,

Ayishrg chamber, quoting a saying of the deceased
At prophets and martyrs are always interred where
& happen to die. The Apostle of El Islam was

Daced, it is said, under the bed where he had given

» by Ali and the two sons of Abbas,
dug the grave.

N ith the life of Moh'fxmmed the inter'est of EI Me-
of Ceases, or rather is coanentrated in the history
the IS temple. Since then the city has passed through
S, 20ds of the Caliphs, the Sherifs of Meccah, the

BASE, of Constantinople, the Wahhabis, and the
gf‘feptlans. It has now reverted to the S_ultan, whose

Whe mme‘nt. is beginning to believe that, in these days

Khan> rel}gmus prestige is of little value, the great

ASititle, «“Servant of the Holy Shrines,” is pur-
At too high a price. As has before been
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observed, the Turks now struggle for existence in El
Hejaz with a soldiery ever in arrears, and officers un-
equal to the task of managing an unruly people. The
pensions are but partly paid, and they are not likely
to increase with years. It is probably a mere con
sideration of interest that prevents the people rising
en masse, and reasserting the liberties of their country-
And I have heard from authentic sources that theé
Wahhabis look forward to the day when a fresh crusade
will enable them to purge the land of its abominations
in the shape of silver and gold.

The Masjid el Nabi, or Prophet’s Mosque, is the
second in El Islam in point of seniority, and the
second, or according to others the first in dignitys
ranking with the Kaabah itself. It is erected aroun
the spot where the she-camel, El Kaswa, knelt dow?
by the order of Heaven. At that time the land W25
a palm grove and a Mirbad, or place where dates aré
dried. Mohammed, ordered to erect a place of WoI”
ship there, sent for the youths to whom it belongec1
and certain Ansar, or Auxiliaries, their guardians; the
ground was offered to him in free gift, but he insiste
upon purchasing it, paying more than its valu€
Having caused the soil to be levelled and the tre€®
to be felled, he laid the foundation of the first Mosque:
In those times of primitive simplicity its walls Wer®
made of rough stone and unbaked bricks: trunks ©
date-trees supported a palm-stick roof, concernitd
which the Archangel Gabriel delivered an order that 1t
should not be higher than seven cubits, the elevatio™
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Df MOses’s temple. All ornament was strictly for-
0. The Ansar, or men of El Medinah, and the
L_lhéjirl'ln, or Fugitives from Meccah, carried the
1111. Mg materials in their arms from the cemetery El
8, near the well of Ayyub, north of the spot where
¢ Tahinyg Mosque now stands, and the Prophet was
o t‘le Séen aiding them in their labours, and reciting
1€Ir encouragement,

“O Allah! there is no good but the good of futurity,
Then have mercy upon my Ansar and Muhajiriin ! ”

Ilohret length of this Mosque was fifty-four cubits from
! to south, and sixty-three in breadth, and it was
T ‘?hed in by houses on all sides save the western.
€ seventeenth month of the new wra the con-
ation faced towards the northern wall. After that
€ a fresh revelation turned them in the direction
€ccah—southwards: on which occasion the Arch-
']rgoe Gabriel descended and miraculously opened
Ugh the hills and wilds a view of the Kaabah, that

e : ; : BT
lte_ Might be no difficulty in ascertaining its true
Dosltl()n

8re
o §

Af'ter the capture of Khaybar in a.1. 7, the Prophet
hig first three successors restored the Mosque, but

an

Mo ) .

OLSem historians do mnot consider this a second
atlon,  Mohammed laid the first brick, and Abu

u 3
Hilrcaiyrah declares that he saw him carry heaps of
in

Gaqp .S Material piled up to his breast. The Caliphs,
Qlol M the turn of his succession, placed a brick
€ to that laid by the Prophet, and aided him in
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raising the walls. El Tabrani relates that one of the
Ansar had a house adjacent which Mohammed wishe
to make part of the place of prayer; the proprieto®
was promised in exchange for it a home in Paradisé
which he gently rejected, pleading poverty. His €*
cuse was admitted, and Osman, after purchasing the
place for 10,000 dirhams, gave it to the Prophet 0%
the long credit originally offered.

This Mosque was a square of 100 cubits. Lik¢
the former building it had three doors: one on the
south side, where the Mihrab el Nabawi, or th¢
“Prophet’s niche,” now is; another in the place of the
present Bab el Rahmah, and the third at the Bab
Osman, now called the Gate of Gabriel. Instead ©
a Mihrab or prayer niche, a large block of ston®
directed the congregation; at first it was plac®
. against the northern wall of the Mosque, and it W4
removed to the southern when Meccah became th°
Kiblah.

In the beginning the Prophet, whilst preaching
Khutbah or Friday sermon, leaned when fatigi®
against a post. The Mambar, or pulpit, was the I
vention of a Medinah man of the Benti Najjar. It W_as
a wooden frame, two cubits long by one broad, Wit
three steps, each one span high; on the topmost ©
these the Prophet sat when he required rest. -+
pulpit assumed its present form about A.H. 9O, during
the artistic reign of E1 Walid.

In this Mosque Mohammed spent the greater ?art
of the day with his companions, conversing, instructing
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zrfld Comforting the poor. Hard by were the abodes

his Wives, his family, and his principal friends.
tioe;e he prayed, at the call of the Azan (devo-
eny, “Cry), from the roof. Here he received worldly
COHOYS and embassies, and the heavenly messages
fo, Yed Dby the Archangel Gabriel. And within a

iw Yards of the hallowed spot, he died, and found a

ave,
COulghe theatre of events 50 Important to El Islam
B dnot be allowed—espema’lly as no dlylr.1e degre.e
nessa € the change.——to remain in its pristine lowli-
rest(; _ The first Caliph contented himself with merely
fing some of the palm pillars, which had fallen
ground: Omar, the second successor, surrounded
Wag Ujl:a.h, or Ayisha’s chamber, in which the Prophet
1 rgeduned, with a mud wall; apd In A. H. 17, he en-
b the Mosque to 140 cubits by 120, taking in
the 0 on a]] sides except the eastern, where stood
bodes of the “Mothers of the Moslems”—Mo-
i e?md’s fifteen widows. Outside the northern wall
¢ ccted a Suffah, called El Batha—a raised bench
reCreZ(:d’ earth, or stone, upon which‘ the people mlght
sel‘ioue themselves with conversation and qu.otmg
Plag S poetry, for the Mosque was now becoming a
® Of peculiar reverence to men.
irq o~ Second Masjid was erected A. H. 29, by the
the g aliph, Osman, who regardless of the clamors of
bllil i:ple’ overthrew the old walls and exten‘ded the
Warg tgh Steatly towards the north, and a little ‘to-
€ west; but he did not remove the eastern

to the
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limit on account of the private house. He made the
roof of Indian teak (Saj), and the walls of hewn at
carved stone. These innovations caused some excit€”
ment, which he allayed by quoting a tradition of the
Prophet, with one of which he appears perpetually *
have been prepared. The saying in question was, ¢
cording to some, “Were this my Mosque extended €
Safa—a hill in Meccah—it verily would still be 2
Mosque;” according to others, “Were the Prophet’5
Mosque extended to Zu’l Halifah—a place five miles
from Bl Medinah—it would still be his” But Osmat®
skill in the quotation of tradition did not prevent the
new building being in part a cause of his death.
was finished on the 1st Muharram, A.H. 30.

At length, El Islam, grown splendid and powerful’
determined to surpass other nations in the magniﬁcence
of its public buildings. In A. m. 88, El Walid the
First, twelfth Caliph of the Benu Ummayah race, afte!
annexing and converting the noble “Jami el AP
mawi” (cathedral of the Ommiades) at Damasci
determined to display his liberality at El Medina,h'
The governor of the place, Umar bin Abd-el-Az%
was directed to buy for 7000 Dinars (ducats) all the
hovels of raw brick that hedged in the eastern side ©
the old Mosque. They were inhabited by descendan®?
of the Prophet and of the early Caliphs, and in mol‘?
than one case, the ejection of the holy tenantry e
effected with considerable difficulty. Some of i
women—ever the most obstinate on stch occasions™
refused to take money, and Umar was forced tO "
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??Jecﬁomble measure of turning them out of ‘doors
! €Xposed faces in full day. The Greck Emperor,
“Pblieq to by the magnificent Caliph, sent immense
Dresents, silver lamp chains, valuable curiosities, forty
® Of small cut stones for pietra-dura, and a sum
9,000 Dinars, or, as others say, 40,000 Miskals of
sold, He also despatched forty Coptic jand forty
Qare.ek artists to carve the marble pillazs and the
*INgs of the walls, and to superintend' the gilding
the mosaic work. One of these Christians was
adeq for sculpturing a hog on the Kiblah wall,
dMother, in an attempt to defile the roof, fell to
re; 8tound, and his brains were dashed out. The
ol dealnder Islamized,. but this did not prevent the
turnr \Tabs murmuring that Fh('?ll‘ Mosque had been
¢d intg 5 Kanisah—a- Christian idol-house,
DernT-he- Hujrah, or chamber, where, by Mohammedjs
Sory S8i0n, Azrael, the Angel of Death, separated his
Iy l‘om. his body, whilst his head was lying in the
timq AYISh.a, his favourite wife, was now‘for the ﬁrst
Wh; taken into the Mosque. The raw-brick enceinte
one Wrrounded the three graves was exchanged.for
carved stone, enclosed by an outer precinct
& Narroy passage between. These double walls
Clther without a door, or had only a small
thay *d-up wicket on the northern side, and.from
been 1)’ (A m 90), no one, says El Saman.hudl, has
erectea le to approach the sepulchre. A Minaret was
Wag . . 2t €ach corner of the Mosque. The bu1.1d1ng
ged to 200 cubits by 167, and was finished

behe

€n]
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in & m gr. When El Walid, the Caliph, visited it
in state, he inquired of his lieutenant why gre?ter
magnificence had not been displayed in the erecti
upon which Umar, the Governor, informed him,
his astonishment, that the walls alone had cost 45,000
ducats. ’

The fourth Mosque was erected in A. H. 19D by
El Mehdi, third prince of the Bent Abbas or Baghda
Caliphs — celebrated in history only for spendmg
enormous sums upon a pilgrimage. He enlarged g
building by adding ten handsome pillars of carve
marble, with gilt capitals, on the northern side. °
A, H. 202, El Ma’mun made further additions t0 £ho®
Mosque.- It was from El Mehdi’s Masjid that

0
to

Hakim blamr Llah, the third Fatimite Caliph of E&YP"

and the deity of the Druze sect, determined to ste?
the bodies of the Prophet and his two companions:
About A. H. 412, he sent emissaries to El Medind”’
the attempt, however, failed, and the would-be violato®
of the tomb lost their lives. It is generally suppo’
that El Hakim’s object was to transfer the Visit?"tlo.t
to his own capital; but in one so manifestly insan® i
is difficult to discover the spring of action. o
Christians, habited like Maghrabi pilgrims, in AH: 9 s
dug a mine from a neighbouring house into the temP I
They were discovered, beheaded, and burned to 2

In relating these events the Moslem historians M
many foolish preternaturalisms with credible ma,tte
At last, to prevent a recurrence of such sacrilegl®; e
attempts, E1 Malik el Adil Nur el Din of the Bah#"

50a
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Mamluk Sultans, or, according to others, Sultan Nur
Vi Din Shahid Mahmud bin Zangi, who, warned by a
_151(.)n of the Prophet, had started for El Medinah only

Me to discover the two Christians, surrounded the
BOIy Place with a deep trench filled with molten lead.
siq this meqng Abubekr and Omar, who ’had run con-
ablerable risks of their own, have ever since been en-

t0 occupy their last homes undisturbed.

se In 4 g 054, the fifth Mosque was erecte.d in con-
duence of a fire, which some authors attribute to a
40 that broke out close to the town in terrible
Plion; others, with more fanaticism and less proba-
%ht% to the schismatic Beni Husayn, then the guar-
S;ins Of the tomb. On this occasion the Hujral} was
thee » together with the old and. venerable copies of
ritI oran there deposited, ESI)ECIE.iHy the Cuﬁc. MSS.,
thy ten by Osman, the third Caliph. The piety of
3 SOvereigns, El Mustasim (last Caliph of Baghdad),
i uz'affar Shems el Din Yusuf, chief of Yemen, and
the ahir Beybars, Baharite Sultan of Egypt, completed
an YOIk in 4, m. 688. This building was enlarged
Warg fautified by the princes of Egypt, and lasted up-
S of 200 years.

Sy

StanThe sixth Mosque was built, almost as it'now
Stan % by Kaid Bey, nineteenth Su]tan of the Cl.rcas—
i amluk kings of Egypt, in A H. 888: 1t 1s

o s e e El Mustasim’s
'ad been struck by lightning during a storm;

9Sque
thil‘te

N men were killed at prayers, and the destroying
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element spared nothing but the interior of the Hujfah'*
The railing and dome were restored; niches and 2
pulpit were sent from Cairo, and the gates and minar_ets
were distributed as they are now. Not content with
this, Kaid Bey established “Wakf” (bequests) and P
sions, and introduced order among the attendants
the tomb. In the tenth century, Sultan Sulayman the
Magnificent paved with fine white marble the Rauza!
or garden, which Kaid Bey, not daring to alter, b2
left of earth, and erected the fine minaret that bear®
his name. During the dominion of the later SultaB®
and of Mohammed Ali, a few trifling presents,
lamps, carpets, wax candles and chandeliers, and a f€'
immaterial alterations, have been made. The presé”
head of El Islam is, as I have before said, rebuilding
one of the minarets and the northern colonnade of £
temple.

Such is the history of the Mosque’s prosperity: |

During the siege of El Medinah by the Wahhab™
the principal people seized and divided amongst the”
selves the treasures of the tomb, which must hav®
been considerable. When the town surrendered, 524~
accompanied by his principal officers, entered t°
Hujrah, but, terrified by dreams, he did not penef® 2
behind the curtain, or attempt to see the tomb.

: €
plundered, however, the treasures in the passageé; th
6%
* ¢Op this occasion,” says El Samanhudi, quoted by Burckhardt, ‘fhe ;;.
terior of the Hujrah was cleared, and three deep graves were found i S
side, full of rubbish, but the author of this history, who himself entered it, 1')3!
106 traces of tombs.” Vet in another place he, an eye-witness, had declare
the coffin containing the dust of Mohammed was cased with silver.
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& Kauk
Sentg

of the

ab el Durri,” or pearl star, and the ornaments
a5 presents from every part of El Islam. Part
S¢ he sold, it is said for 150,000 Riyals (dollars),
Bix ?alib, SI')erif of Mecca.h; the rest .he carried with
ha i Dara’iyyah, his capital. An accident prevented
Y furthey desecration of the building. The greedy
i?hh&bis, allured by the appearance of the golden or
attenglObes and crescents surmounting the green dom'e,
numlptEd. to tthW down the latter. Two of their
Sl €L, it is said, were killed by falling fron'l'the
fearls)ery roof, and the rest, struck by superstltlo.us
jure » abandoned the work 'of destruction. They .111-
he i’ h0}Vever, the prosperity of the place b).r taxing
an Bhabitants, by interrupting the annual remittances,
Th.. Y forbidding visitors to approach the tomb,
are spoken of with abhorrence by the people,
a peculiarly bad trait in their characters,
that in return for any small religious assistance
giviﬁmyer Or recitation, they were in the habit of
Va] °W grains of gunpowder, or something equally
> mstead of “stone-dollars.”*

0 Abdullah, son of Sa’ud, had concluded in
Egy.pti‘gls a treaty of peace with Tussun Pasha, the
for Ioa-n Gex.leral bought back from the townspeople,
been 1’000 Riyals, all the golden vessels that had n.ot
Qrigin;‘elted down, and restored the treasure to s
LA Place. This I have heard denied; at the same
Tests upon credible evidence. Amongst Ori-

*

Eialhc iy o : ;
M"ne.dolh Wi calls a sound dollar “Kirsh Hajar,” or Riyal Hajar, a
ar,”
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entals the events of the last generation are usually
speaking imperfectly remembered, and the Olema are
well acquainted with the history of vicissitudes whicl
took' place 1200 years ago, when profoundly ignorat
of what their grandfathers witnessed. Many incredibl®
tales also I heard concerning the present wealth of the
El Medinah Mosque: this must be expected when the
exaggeration is considered likely to confer honor upo?
the exaggerator.

The establishment attached to the El Medinah
Mosque is greatly altered since Burckhardt’s time, thy
result of the increasing influence of the Turkish halt”
breeds. It is still extensive, because in the first place

the principle of divided labor is a favorite througho"
the Bast, and secondly because the Sons of the Ho

Cities naturally desire to extract as much as they el
from the Sons of other Cities with the least amou’
of work. The substance of the following acco'”
was given to me by Umar Effendi, and I co®
pared it with the information of others upon who??

could rely.

ara™
rkis?
ithf1

The principal of the Mosque, or Shaykh el B
is no longer a neuter. The present is a Tu
Pasha, Usman, appointed from Constantinople W
salary of about 30,000 piasters a month. His alt
or deputy is a black eunuch, the chief of the Agha‘,va’
upon a pay of 5000 piasters. The present princiP .
of this college is one Tayfur Agha, a slave of Esﬂ;}e
Sultanah, sister to the last Sultan Mahmud. !
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Chie treasurer is called the Mudir el Haram; he keeps
o €¥¢ upon the Khaznadar or treasurer, whose
Wlary i 2000 piasters. The Mustaslim is the chief
Of the Katibs, or writers who settle the accounts of
Ne. Osque; his pay is 1500, and under him is a
b or assistant upon 1000 piasters. There are
"¢ Shaykhs of the eunuchs, who receive from 700

1000 piasters a month each. The eunuchs, about
120 in Number, are divided into three orders. The
WWabin, or porters, open the doors of the Mosque.
'€ Khubyiyah sweep the purer parts of the temple,
ind the lowest order, popularly called “Battalin,”
anegn away all impurities, beat thoge fm'md sleeping,
sig 4Ct as beadles, a duty here which involves con-

.e?‘ble use of the cane. These men receive as per-
Q}llsmeS Presents from each visitor when they offer
M the usual congratulation, and for other small
. WS, such as permitting strangers to light the
S PS; or to sweep the floor. Their pay varies from
5? ' 500 piasters a month: they are looked upon
so '0norahle men, and are generally speaking marl:led,
W ¢ Of them indulging in three or four WIVQ’S,
Qharc Would have aroused ]uver.ml’s bile. The Agha’s
Confafte1' -iS curious and except{onal as hl.S outwar.d
ory *Mation,  Disconnected with humar‘nty, he is
ftame fierce, brave, and capable of any v1lla1'1y. His
At 1S Unnaturally long and lean, espe.c:lall.y-the
anq ad legs, vith high Shou]d@l"S, protrudlng joints,
ce Dby contrast extraordinarily large; he is
Y expert in the use of weapons, aéld, sitting

unusuan

A7,
€Ceq ang Mz, e 77
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well “home,” he rides to admiration, his hoarse thick
voice investing him with all the circurastance of co™
mand.

Besides the eunuchs there are a number of free'
servants, called Farrashin, attached to the Mosqu®’
almost all the middle and lower class of citizens bc;
long to the order. They are divided into parties ©
thirty each, and are changed every week, those€ On'
duty receiving a Ghazi, or twenty-two piasters, £
their services. Their business is to dust, and spré?
the carpets, to put oil and wicks into the lamps which
the eunuchs let down from the ceiling, and, genel’Eley
" speaking, diligently to do nothing.

Finally, the menial establishment of the Mosqué
consists of a Shaykh el Sakka (chief of the Wat
carriers), under whom are from forty-five to fifty me?
who sprinkle the floors, water the garden, and, for &
consideration, supply a cupful of brackish liquid o
Visitors.

The literary establishment is even more extensi¥®
than the executive and the menial. There is a K%
or chief judge sent every year from ConstantinoP o
After twelve months at El Medinah he passes O .
Meccah, and returns home after a similar term

service in the second Holy city. Under him %ri
three Muftis, of the Hanafi, the Shafei, and the Malik
schools;—the' fourth, or Hanbali, is not represente
here or at Cairo;—each of these officers receives

pay about 250 piasters a month. The Ruasa, ast
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If:?zins (prayer-caﬁers) here call thems.elves, are ex-
nine“’ely represented; there are forty-eight or forty-
T Mof the lowest order, presided over by six Kubar
asters, and these again are under the Shaykh el .
prl:ls‘l, who alone has  the privilege of calling to
Ceigers from jche Raisiyah n'nnaret. The Shaykh re-
Comes 150 piasters, the chiefs about 100, and the
I)rean;on criers sixty; there are forty-ﬁv.e Khatlbs,. who
=3 £ an.d pray before the congregation on Fridays
5 KIIZO Plasters a month; they are un.der the Shaykh
o Ilmaba. About th'e same sum is given to seventy-
evey mams, who recite the five ordinary prayers (?f
theiry day in the Mosque; the Shaykh el Aimmat is
Superior.

Almost all the citizens of El Medinah who have

i S0me official charge about the temple qualify
Wselves to act Muzawwirs. They begin as boys
= .farn the formula of prayer, and the conducting of

sit !
theyozs’ and partly by begging, partly by boldness,

age,

ften pick up a tolerable livelihood at an early
hi The Muzawwir will often receive strangers into

‘ hOus

fong 5 =2 38 was done to me, and direct their devo-
S d

Seryies Uring the_: whole time of their stay. F or such
i he requires a sum of money proportioned to

g, Suesty’ circumstances, but this fee does not end
s zzpnexion. If the Muzawwir visit‘ the home of
Ospitallr" he expects to be .treated with the utmost
= ity, ar}é to d.epart with a h.andsom'e present.

810us visitor will often transmit to his cicerone

¢ccah and at E1 Medinah yearly sums to purchase
6%
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for himself a prayer at the Kaabah and the Prophefj"%
Tomb. The remittance is usually wrapped UP 7
paper, and placed in a sealed leathern bag, some”
what like a portfolio, upon which is worked the name
of the person entitled to receive it. It is then giver
in charge either of a trustworthy pilgrim, or of the
public treasurer, who accompanies the prinCiPa
caravans.

I could procure no exact information about the
amount of money forwarded every year from Cor
stantinople and Cairo to El Medinah; the only pot
upon which men seemed to agree was that they wer®
defrauded of half their dues. When the Sadaka 2%
Aukaf (the alms and bequests) arrive at the tovs
they are committed by the Surrah, or financier 9
the caravan, to the Muftis, the chief of the Khittibs’
and the Kazi's clerk. These officers form a cO™
mittee, and after reckoning the total of the famili®
entitled to pensions, divide the money amongst the™
according to the number in each household, and the
rank of the pensioners. They are divided into five
orders.

LSl
The Olema, or learned, and the Mudarrisin, wh
profess, lecture, or teach adults in the Haram.

The Imams and Khatibs.
The descendants of the Prophet.

The Fukaha, poor divines, pedagogues, gefund‘
grinders, who teach boys to read the Koran. 4
The Awain, or nobile vulgus of the Holy Citys .
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udm“ the Ahali, or burghers of the town, and the
Jawmn o e settled in the place.
Mar Effendi belonged to the second order, and he

; Med me that his share varied from three to fifteen
yals Per annum.

1 fOn
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CHAPTER 1IV.
: El Medinah.

It is equally difficult to define politically and
geographically, the limits of El Hejaz. Whilst som®
authors, as Abulfeda, fix its northern frontier at Ayl%h
and the Desert, making Yemen its southern limik
others include in it only the tract of land lying D&
tween Meccah and El Medinah. The country has }10
natural boundaries, and its political limits change with
every generation: perhaps, therefore, the best distrib%
tion of its frontier would be that which includes #
the properly called Holy Land, making Yambu' th¢
northern and Jeddah the southern extremes, while a
line drawn through El Medinah, Suwayrkiyah, &%
Jebel Kora—the mountain of Taif—might represe?
its eastern boundary. Thus El Hejaz would be #*
irregular parallelogram, about 250 miles in lengt™
with a maximum breadth of 150 miles. :

Two meanings are assigned to the name of th®
venerated region. ', Most authorities make it mean the
“Separator,” the “Barrier,” between Nejd and Tehamalh
or between Yemen and Syria. According to others
it signifies the “colligated,” 7. ¢ by mountains. It =
to be observed that the people of the countryl’
especially the Bedawin, distinguish the lowlands frott
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the iy

‘ h regions by different names; the former are
Calleq

s Tehamat el Hejaz, the sea-coast of El Hejaz,
lattwe‘ should say in India, “below the Ghats;” the
€T 1s known peculiarly as El Hejaz.
cdinat el Nabi, the Prophet’s City, or, as it is
it Y called for brevity, El Medinah, #ke City, is
ofu}?- €d on the borders of Nejd, upon the vast plateau
1gh land which forms central Arabia. The limits
the sanctuary called the Hudud el Haram, as de-
Cirze,d by 'the Prophet, may still serve to mark out the
mﬁ' S Plain, Northwards, at a distance of about three
Sa S, is Jebel Ohod, or, according to others, Jebel
ribl;r’ a hill somewhat beyond Ohod,"these are the _last
exte Of_ the vast primitive and tertiary chine which,
againdmg from Taurus to near Aden, and from Aden
: 7n to Maskat, fringes the Arabian trapezium. To the
basa. the plateau is bounded by ridges of scoriace(?us
O 5 and by a buttress of rock called Jebel Ayr, like
°d, about three miles distant from the town. West-
r.’ according to some authors, is the Mosque Zu’l
norl fah, On the east there are no natural landmarks,
. €Ven artificial, like the “Alamayn” at Meccah; an

Usual]

Wa;

“8lnary line, therefore, is drawn, forming an ir-
iular circle, of which the town is the centre, with a
MEter of from ten to twelve miles. Such is the sanc-

e

u i
Onaré" Geographically considered, the plain is bounded,
he

by " €ast, by a thin line of low dark hills, traversed
Ne; € Darb ¢] Sharki, or the “Eastern road,” through
t0 Meccah: southwards, the plateau is open, and

2 Perfectly level as far as the eye can see.
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Within the sanctuary all Muharramat, or sins, 1€
forbidden; but the several schools advocate different
degrees of strictness. The Imam Malik, for instance
allows no latrinee nearer to El Medinah than ]ebel
Ayr, a distance of about three miles. He also forbids
slaying wild animals, but at the same time he specifié?
no punishment for the offence. Some do not allo¥
the felling of trees, alleging that the Prophet enjoin€
their preservation as an ornament to the city, and 2
pleasure to visitors.” El Khattabi, on the contrar)’
permits people to cut wood, and this is certainly fl}e
general practice. All authors strenuously forbid with#
the boundaries slaying man (except invaders, infidels
and the sacrilegious), drinking spirits, and leading &%
immoral life. - As regards the dignity of the sanctuaty’
there is but one opinion; a number of Hadis testify £
its honor, praise its people, and threaten dreatdf,Ll
things to those who injure it or them. It is certal®
that on the last day, the Prophet will intercede 0%
| and aid, all those who die and are buried, at El M¢
dinah. Therefore, the Tmam Malik made but one Pll‘
grimage to Meccah, fearing to leave his bones in any
other cemetery but El Baki’a. There is, howeve"
much debate concerning the comparative sanctity ©
El Medinah and Meccah. Some say Mohammed P
ferred the former, blessing it as Abraham did MeCcal}'
Moreover, as a tradition declares that every man’
body is drawn from the dust of the ground in whiC
he is buried, El Medinah, it is evident, had the hono*
of supplying materials for the Prophet’s person. Others:
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e Omar, were uncertain in favour of which city to
Ecide, Others openly assert the pre-eminence of
BeCeahicton general consensus of El Islam preferrir}g
¢dinah to Meccah, save only the Bayt Allah in
the latter city, is a juste-milieu view, by no means in
VOr with the inhabitants of either place. Meanwhile
e €ccans claim unlimited superiority over the Ma-
8015 the Madani over the Meccans.
El Medinah dates its origin doubtless from ancient
1S, and the cause of its prosperity is evident in the
Undant supply of water, a necessary generally scarce
throughOut Arabia. The formation of the plateau is in
lsome Places salt sand, but usually a white chalk, and a
%amy clay, which even by the roughest manipulation
Nakeg tolerable bricks. Lime also abounds. The
i W.n s situated upon a gently shelving part of the
Plaip, the lowest portion of which, to judge from the
NG ot the southern base of Mount Ohod,
Orence called El Safilah, and the highest at the Awali,
Plaing about Kuba, and the East. The soutbern
car .SOuth-eastern walls of the suburb are sometimes
aftere .AWay by violent “Sayl,” or torrents, which,
fro T Tain, sweep down from the western as well as
the eastern highlands. The water-flow is towards
il abbah, lowlands in the northern and western
Cei\?e’sa little beyond Mount Ohod: Thiis ll)asml re-
e
lecg: 8 to some absorbing it, g
se

the .. 8 it till of sufficient volume to flow off to
a,




90 A PILGRIMAGE TO MECCA AND MEDINA.

Water, though abundant, is rarely of good quality:
In the days of the Prophet, the Madani consumed the
produce of wells, seven of which are still celebrat€
by the people. Historians relate that Omar, the
.second Caliph, provided the town with drinking-wate”
from the northern parts of the plains by means of a°
aqueduct. The modern city is supplied by a sourc®
called the Ayn el Zarka or Azure Spring, which
arises some say at the foot of Mount Ayr, other™
with greater probability, in the date-groves of Kuba-
Its waters were first brought to El Medinah by Marwaf
governor in El Muawiyah’s day. It now flows dow?
a subterraneous canal, about 30 feet below the Su!7
face; in places the water is exposed to the air, ar
steps lead to it for the convenience of the inhabitants’
this was the work of Sultan Sulayman the Magniﬁcent'
After passing through the town it turns to the N.West
its course being marked by a line of circular walls
breast high, like the Kariz of Afghanistan, placed al
unequal distances, and resembling wells: it then 105¢°
itself in the Nakhil or palm-groves. During my stay
at El Medinah, I always drank this water, which 2P
peared to me, as the citizens declared it to be, sW€°
and wholesome.* There are many wells in the towl
as water is found at about 20 feet below the surfﬂce
of the soil: few produce anything fit for drinkif®

* Burckhardt confounds the Ayn el Zarka with the Bir el Khatim, 0F Kubit
well, of whose produce the surplus only mixes with it, and he complains qu.s'c
of the ““ detestable water of Medinah.” But he was ill at the time, Of er“;o‘
he would not have condemned it so strongly after eulogising the salt-bitter P
duce of the Meccan Zem Zem.
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“Ome being salt, and others bitter. As usual in the
hllly Countries of the East, the wide beds and Fiu-

3135, even in the dry season, will supply travellers
r'a day or two with an abundance of water, fil-
Tating through, and, in some cases, flowing beneath,
the sang,

The climate of the plain is celebrated for a long
Comparatively speaking a rigorous winter: a
ar saying records the opinion of the Prophet
that he who patiently endures the cold of El Me-
P‘nah and the heat of Meccah, merits a reward in

adise” Jce is not seen in the town, but may
requffntly be met with, it is said, on Jebel Ohod;
1SS are lighted in the houses during winter, and
Palsies attack those who at this season imprudently

¢ in unwarmed water. The fair complexions of
rile People prove that this account of the bru'mal
SOrs {5 not exaggerated. Chilly and violent winds
om the eastern desert are much dreaded, and though
1od Screens the town on the N. and N.E. a gap in
ra‘e Mountains to the N.W. fills the z‘lil‘ at ti‘me.s with
t " and comfortless blasts. The rains begin in O.c-
Ober’ and last with considerable intervals through six
treonths; the clouds, gathered by the 11i11-t9ps z'md the

S near the town, discharge themselves with violence,
A aboyt the equinoxes thunder-storms are common.
: SUch times the Barr el Manakhah, or the open
Pace between the town and the suburbs, is a sheet
3%r, and the land near the south and the south-

e .
Stern o) of the faubourg becomes a pool. Rain,

DPopy]

r
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however, is not considered unhealthy here, and the
people, unlike the Meccans and the Cairenes, expect
it with pleasure, because it improves their date-tres
and fruit plantations.

In winter it usually rains at night, in spring during
the morning, and in summer about evening time. This
is the case throughout El Hejaz, as explained by the
poet Lebid in the lines which describe the desolate
site of an old encampment:—

‘It (the place) hath been fertilised by the first spring-showers of the constell&”
tions, and hath been swept by e
The incessant torrents of the thunder-clouds, falling in heavy and in gent
rains,
From each night-cloud, and heavily dropping morning-cloud,
And the even-cloud, whose crashings are re-echoed from around.”

And the European reader will observe that the
Arabs generally reckon three seasons, including 09
autumn in their summer. The hot weather at El Me
dinah appeared to me as extreme as the hibernal col
is described to be, but the air was dry, and the Ol?en
plain prevented the faint and stagnant sultriness which
distinguishes Meccah. Moreover, though the after”
noons were close, the nights and the mornings W€
cool and dewy. At this season of the year the citizf?nS
sleep on the house-tops, or on the ground outSlfie
their doors. Strangers must follow this example wit
circumspection; the open air is safe in the Desert, but
in cities it causes, to the unaccustomed, violent catarrh’
and febrile affections.

I collected the following notes upon the disease®
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A0d medieq) treatment of the northern Hejaz. El Me- ¢
inah has been visited four times by the Rih el Asfgr‘

(yeHOW wind), or Asiatic Cholera, which is s.ald to
Baye Committed great ravages, sometimes carrylng off
Whole households. In the Rahmat el Kabirah, the
“Great Mercy,” as the worst attack is piously calleq,
Whenever a man vomited, he was abandoned to .h1s
€5 before that, he was treated with min}&, lime-juice,
14 copioys draughts of coffee. It is still the boast
L E Medinah that the Ta’un, or plague, has never
€d her frontier. The Judari, or small-pox, appears
Qibe indigenous to the countries bordering upon the
Re €a; we read of it there in the earliest works of

at;

Pasg

tbe Arabs* and even to the present time, it some-

tmeg Sweeps through Arabia, Central Africa and the

Omalj country with desolating violence. In the town
o E] Medinah it is fatal to children, many of whom,
i S these days inoculated: amongst t}}e ’Be-
2Win o]q men die of it, but adults are rarely victims,
Slther iy the city or in the desert. The nurse cl'oses
t.e 00m whilst the sun is up, and excludes the night-

2 elieVing that, as the disease is “hot,” a breath of

the*‘conjecturc, However, goes a little too far when it dlicf)l‘?lfaim;élsﬁ?elg
the hayr Ababil, the ““swallow birds,” which, acz‘:ordmg to t bL‘ r(_7 ht,in mak)ifn

Ababr-lst Of Abrahat el Ashram. Major Price (Essay) may Lﬂ I%’ e ig;—
an il the Plural of Abilah, a vesicle; but it appears to me m). e e S
M (jr the latter a Persian word, which have no rfonn(]f,\lon w] atever,
S‘T\.au. s Pe"C'JVRl, quoting the Sirat el Rasul, \vluch_ says, that ét tl;;[t time
to 5y ot appeared in Arabia, ascribes the destruction of the host o{ en;]er;
alth, EDld.cmiC and a violent tempest. The strangest part of the story is ,b_t. }F;.
anq l:f It occured at Meccah, about two x}w_nths before_ Mohammed sh irt 1,
I“dés e Ore, within the memory of many living at the time, the Prophet al-

©1tin the Koran as a miracle.

abic and
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wind would kill the patient. During the hours of
darkness, a lighted candle or lamp is always place
by the side of the bed, or the sufferer would die ©
madness, brought on by fright or evil spirits. Sheep’s”
wool is burnt in the sick-room, as death follows
the inhaling of any perfume. The only remedy
have heard of is pounded Kohl (antimony) drunk 2
water, and the same is drawn along the breadth ©
the eyelid, to prevent blindness. The diet is Adas
(lentils*), and a peculiar kind of date, called Tamt ©
Birni. On the 21st day the patient is washed with
salt and tepid water. Ophthalmia is rare. In the
summer, quotidian and tertian fevers (Hummah Salis)
are not uncommon, and if accompanied by emetis™
they are frequently fatal. The attack generally begmi
with the Naffazah, or cold fit, and is followed by B
Hummah, the hot stage. The principal remedies ar¢
cooling drinks, such as Sikanjebin (oxymel) and syrup
After the fever the face and body frequently sW€’
and indurated lumps appear on the legs and stomac™
There are also low fevers, called simply Humma?
they are usually treated by burning charms in e
patient’s room. Jaundice and bilious complaints
common, and the former is popularly cured 12

peculiar way. The sick man looks into a pot full (1)1
water, whilst the exorciser, reciting a certain SP®”
draws the heads of two needles from the patient’s g

are

. et
ich €
ot wh et

* This grain is cheaper than rice on the banksof the Nile—a fa o
(«Rev?

lightened England, now paying a hundred times its value for
Arabica,” apparently ignores.
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dlong pig eyes, down his face, lastly dipping them
i Water, which at once-becomes yellow. Otl}ers
Ve “Mirayat,” magic mirrors,* on which the patient

?\nd* This invention dates from the most ancient times, and both in thﬁ East
De the Wegt has been used by the weird brotherhood to produce t e ap-
to tances o the absent and the dead, to discover treasure, to detect th\.eves,
cﬁﬁ‘““{ disease, and to learn the secrets of the unknown world. The Hmdus
ed ic Anjan, and formed it by applying lamp-black, made of a certain root,
G Mixed with oil to the palm of a footling chil.d, malg or flcn:lale. ’lthci
m; ks used oil poured into a boy’s hand. Corgelius Agrxppa ad a crysta
X9, which material also served the Counts de St. Germain and Cagliostro.
knr. €e's “show-stone” was a bit of cannel coal. Thc? modern SlIl;d.lZl.ﬂS
inkm-v the ar by the name of Gahno or Vinyano ; there, asin southcmf _ elsla: ;
Con, 1S Tubbeq upon the seer’s thumb-nail. The people of~northfern Africa :;n.
1 Sidereq skilful in this science, and I have a Mz}ghrabl magic formula o:
Whimg the hang of 5 “boy, a black slave girl, a virgin, ora pregnant wo'm:.m,
callc'1 iffers materially from those generally known. .l he rpodem Egy p‘nans
£arb_el Mandal, and there is scarcely a man in Cairo who does not
Something about it. In selecting subjects to hold the ink, they observe
Hight hand, and reject all who have not what is called in palmistry the
Fin; g2 Mmedia naturalis” straight and deeply cut. Ever.t the barball;?ui
of Sh._i I.°°k into a glass of brandy, and the natives of Au:straha gaze at a fu;l( )
pres:‘“‘g Stone.  Lady Blessington’s crystal ball is fresh in the memory of the
ma&’icia 8enerdtion, and most men have heard of Electro-Biology and the Cairo
n,

know
T

s

the ﬁfcn this Iatter subject, a vexed one, I must venture a few x:ie.mark_s. aI::
recitalst Account of the magician by Mr. Lane, we have a fair andhA l;p?‘SSlTiltcd
Congiq Certain magical, mystical, or mesmeric phe:n.o{nena, “;d“’:’ A:xusua]
in sug Crable Curiosity and interest throughout t_he civilised world. S
at s Matters, the civilised world was wholly ignorant of \\'hfithvzfz;; 35 &ﬁmd
o e ; Otherwise, in London, Paris, and New York, they rr?lg : a; o
2 Studyiﬂg the science. But a few years before, Dr. Herklots had de
is \ve(i _t“e Same practice in India, filling three goodly ApagCVS;ubZtC:: C;;Ll}ce:ﬁ
Stillp,. anoon-i-Islam,” and, consequently, despite its c,\lce g “th, 1
by w}?}n from the press. Lady H. Stanhope frequently declare % e 51;;3
the relch the face of an absent person is throwr} upon a mirror t(?" i“:ut}in
civi]ig:h of the humblest and most contemptible of‘ magicians ; u ;
by ‘\ir Wozl)d did not care to believe a prophetes;. All, nowe:r_er, Lveriarm;scl
of Teason ane’s discovery, and determined to decide the question vy the ordea

ngly, in a. p, 1844, Mr, Lane, aided by Lord Nugent and othef's,
e o oo eeand stupid fraud” had been perpetrated upon him
D 1, the Scotchman. In 1845, Sir G. Wilkinson rema_rked ?f

“The explanation lately offered, that Usman Effendi was in
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looks, and loses the complaint. Dysenteries frequently
occur in the fruit season, when the greedy Arab®
devour all manner of unripe peaches, grapes, a2
pomegranates. The popular treatment is by t,he
actual cautery; the scientific affect the use of drasti®®
and astringent simples, and the Bizr el Kutn (cotto™
seed) toasted, pounded, and drunk in warm wate"
Almost every one here, as in Egypt, suffers more 'Or
less from haemorrhoids; they are treated by dieteti®
—eggs and leeks—and by a variety of drugs, Myr®
balans, Lisan-el-Hamal, (Arnoglossum,) &ec. But the
patient looks with horror at the scissors and knife, 59
that they seldom succeed in obtaining a radical cu'®
The Filaria Medinensis, locally called “Farantit,” 5
no longer common at the place which gave it its
European name. At Yambu’, however, the peOple
suffer much from the Vena appearing in the legs. T‘he
complaint is treated here as in India and Abyssinla,:
when the tumour bursts, and the worm shows, it 12
extracted by being gradually wound round a splinter
of wood. Hydrophobia is rare, and the people havé

collusion with the magician, is neither fair on him nor satisfactory, as he Wiz
not present when those cases occurred which were made so much of in Ell{OPeI;'
and he proposed ‘‘leading questions and accidents” as the word of the I
Eothen attributed the whole affair to ‘‘shots,” as schoolboys call thems
ranks success under the head of Paley’s ““tentative miracles.” A writer m‘blo
Quarterly explained them by suggesting the probability of divers (impos** .
optical combinations, and, lest the part of belief should have been Jeft U >
presented, Miss Martineau was enabled to see clear signs of mesmeric act,’oo'
and by the decisive experiment of self, discovered the magic to be an «affall .
mesmerism.” Melancholy to relate, after all this philosophy, the hcrdin”
travellers at Cairo is still divided in opinion about the magician, some hol b:
his performance to be ““all humbug,” others darkly hinting that ‘“there may
something in it.” T commend the subject to the enlightened Mgr., Gaume:

an

d
he
e)
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Many SUperstitions about it. They suppose that a bit
goersneat falls from the sky, and that a dog eating it
T Mad., T was ass.ured by respecta]?le persons,
£ ‘Yhen a man is bitten, they shut him up with
2 M a solitary chamber, for four days, and that if
tleyle end of that time he still howls like a dog,
Over EXpel th? Ghul (DeYll) fro¥n him, by pouring
e M boiling water mixed with ashes—a certain
€an easily believe. The only description of
A known in El Hejaz is that called “El Baras:”
. Pbears in white patches on the skin, it seldom at-
e 20y but the poorer classes, and it is considered
mthr:ble- Wounds are treated by Marham, or oint-
Mecc > €specially 'by .the “Balesan,” or Balsam of
remosl; 2 cloth is tied round th.e limb, and nc?t
e ed tl.ll the .wound heals, which, amongst t%ns
teng; € of simple life, generally takes place by ﬁ.rst -
Icers are common in El Hejaz, as indeed
abia. We read of them in ancient times,
of tI;iJSD- 504, the p.oet and Warr.im:, Amr el Kays, died
Mq . dreadful d1§ease, and it is related that when
qlleremmed Abu Si Mohammed, in a. . 132, con-
the Yemen with an army from El Hejaz, he 1'"011.nd
Sorespeople suffering from sloughing and mortifying
Sufg... O terrible to look upon that he ordere(.i the
the srs to be burnt alive. F ortunatel)_r fpr the patients,
dage . dueror died suddenly before his inhuman man-
are .S carried out. These: sores here, as in Yemen,
dogy, 25t When upon the shin bones; they then eat

n}jﬁlnto the leg, and the patient dies of fever and
© 1 Moding, 11, 7

IeDro
Y
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gangrene. - They are treated on first appearanc€ by
the actual cautery, and when practicable, by cuttivs
off the joint; the drugs popularly applied are Tutiy?
(tutty) and verdigris. There is no cure but rest -
generous diet, and change of air.

By the above short account it will be seen t
the Arabs are no longer the most skilful phySlClan
in the world. They have, however, one great &
vantage in their practice, and they are sens1ble eno‘ldh
to make free use of it. As the children of almost #
the respectable citizens are brought up in the Dese™”
the camp becomes to them a native village. In cas®
of severe wounds or chronic diseases, the patleﬂt i
ordered off to the Black Tents, where he lives 2 /

Jhaf

Bedawi, drinking camels’ milk, a diet for the first thre®
or four days highly cathartic, and doing nothing. This

has been the practice from time immemorial in Al’o‘vb‘"

whereas Europe is only beginning to systematize the
adhibition of air, exercise, and simple living. A
even now we are obliged to veil it under the garb :
charlatanry—to call it a “milk-cure” in Switzerland °
“water-cure” in Silesia, a “grape-cure” in Franc® °
“hunger-cure” in Germany, and other sensible na®
which act as dust in the public eyes.

El Medinah consists of three parts,—a town, & for®
and a suburb little smaller than the body of the plaC
The town itself is about one-third larger than Sué% o
nearly half the size of Meccah. It is a walled e
closure forming an irregular oval with four gates- "
Bab el Shami, or “Syrian Gate,” in the north-we®
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Side of 4
“ab’g 1,
Wal]

he enceinte leads towards Jebel Ohod, Ham-
tal-place and the mountains. In the eastern
» the Bab el Jum’ah, or Friday Gate, opens upon
¢jd road and the cemetery, El Baka. Between
T amj ar}d the Jum’ah g.ate's, towards the north, is
Ba}, ab e} Z.lyafah (of Hospitality); and Wes‘m‘rards the
the €l Migri (Egyptian) opens upon the plain called
arr el Manakhah. The eastern and the Egyptian

®S are fine massive buildings, with double towers
}'e(;lse together, painted with br.oad bands of red,
of tOW, and other colours, not unlike that old entrz'mce
D '€ Cairo citadel which opens upon the Rumayliyah
to?vl:' They may be compared with the gateway
Stan ISofithe old Norman castles~Arques,_ for in-
Soldye. In their shady and \x{ell-watered interiors,
idlerers keep guard, camel-men d1spute', and numerous
an 3 Congregate to enjoy the .IUXLII‘IES‘Of coolness
e diCOmpanionship. Beyond this gate, in the. street
lie g to the Mosque, is the great bazar. Outside it
€ Suk ] Khuzayriyah, or green-grocers’ market,

fagy sle‘ Sul.< el Habbabah, or the grain bazar, with a
lo, Piinkling of coffee-houses. These n?arkets are
ang Masses of palm-leaf huts, blackened in the sun
trﬂCtin nd, of 2 mean and squalid appearance, de-
mg 8 greatly from  the appearance of the gates.
U8st them there is a little domed and white-

as e 2 : 1 i
fouilt(;?n-bulldmg, which I was told is a Sabil or public

€
the

wallgé the days of the Prophet the town was not
' BEven in FI Edrisi’s time (twelfth cent.), and
7‘
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as late as Bartema’s (eighteenth cent.), the fortification?
were mounds of earth, made by order of Kasim ©
Daulat el Ghori, who repopulated the town 3%
provided for its inhabitants. Now, the enceinte is
excellent condition. The walls are well built ©
granite and lava blocks, in regular layers, cementé
with lime; they are provided with “Mazghal” (o
“Matras”) long loopholes, and “Shararif” or refoil”
shaped creneclles: in order to secure a flanking 1%
semicircular towers, also loopholed and crenellat€®
are disposed in the curtain at short and irregular W
tervals. Inside, the streets are what they always Shoul,
be in these torrid lands, deep, dark, and narrow; 1

few places paved—a thing to be deprecated —3%
generally covered with black earth well watered 2%
trodden to hardness. The most considerable ln
radiate towards the Mosque. g
There are few public buildings. The principﬁLl
‘Wakalahs are four in number; one is the Wakalat Bal

Salam near the Haram, another the Wakalat ]?lbartl’

and two are inside the Misri gate; they all belong -
Arab citizens. These caravanserais are princip?
used as stores, rarely for dwelling places like thos® 9
Cairo; travellers, therefore, must hire houses at 2 co?”
siderable expense, or pitch tents to the detriment ©
health and to their extreme discomfort. The Ofh°
public buildings are a few mean coffee-houses and arl'
excellent bath in the Harat Zarawan inside the tO¥":
far superior to the unclean establishments of Cairo, ’
borrows something from the luxury of Stamboul.
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andThe houses are for the East well built, flat-roofed
dOUble-storied; the materials generally used are a
eiiiﬂtic scoria, burnt brick and palm wood. The best
Wellose spacious courtjyards and small gardens with
o S”Where water-basins and dat'e—trees gladden the
Ner’s €yes. The latticed balconies, first seen by the
anuéope'cln traveller at Alexandria, are hgre common, |
the windows are mere apertures in the wall,
garnlshed, as usual in Arab cities, with a shutter of

anking.
v El Medinah fell rapidly under the Wahhabis, but
5 S their retreat, it soon rose again, and now it is
ano ably as comfortable and flourishing a little city as

y t‘_) be found in the East. It contains between fifty
SIXty streets, including the alleys and culs de sac.

bu € is about the same number of Harat or quarters;
.+ have nothing to relate of them save their names.
iﬁo:ln the town few hou§§s are .in a dilapidated con-
abita:t' The best authorities estimate the n}lmber of
thoge ons at about 1500 within the enceinte, and
Countsm the suburb at roco. I consider both ac-
the Cxaggerated; the former might contal.n 800, and
Cop, esanakhah perhaps 500; at the same time I must
(in ; 10t to have counted them, and Captain Sad‘her
made' " 1810) declares that the Turks, who had just
pODulat'klnd of census, reckoned 6000 houses and a
to 3, o0 of 18,000 souls. Assgmmg lthe population
O i26,000 (Burckhardt raises it as high as 20,000),
ang R 9900 occupy the city, and 7000 the subur.bs
» this would give little more than twelve in-

er
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habitants to each house, a fair estimate for an Axab
town, where the abodes are large and slaves abounfi-

I afterwards received the following informatio”
from Mr. Charles Cole, H. B. M. vice-consul for ]eddah’
a gentleman well acquainted with western Arabia, a8
having access to official information.

«The population of El Medinah is from 16,000 2
18,000, and the Nizam troops in garrison 400. Mecea?
contains about 45,000 inhabitants, Yambu’ from 6009
to 7000, Jeddah about 2500 (this I think is to0 low),
and Taif 8ooo. Most of the troops are stationed 2
Meccah and Jeddah. In El Hejaz there is a tot?
force of five battalions, each of which ought to cont®”
800 men; they may amount to 3500, with 500 artillery?
and 4500 irregulars, though the muster rolls bear 600"
The government pays in paper for all supplies, (eveﬂ
water for the troops,) and the paper sells at the 18
of forty piastres per cent.” !

The castle joins on to the N. W. angle of the city
enceinte, and the wall of its eastern outwork is piﬁrc,e1
for a communication, through a court strewed Wltg
guns and warlike apparatus, between the Manakb?
Suburb, and the Bab el Shami, or the Syrian Gat‘
Having been refused entrance into the fort, I can 9
scribe only its exterior.” The outer wall resemples twe
of the city, only its towers are more solid, and ih
curtain appears better calculated for work. Inside
donjon, built upon a rock, bears proudly enough
banner of the Crescent and the Star; its whitewa®
walls ‘make it a conspicuous object, and guns poit
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1?Onalnﬂdi.rections, especiall}; upon t@le town, proje.ct
Wellg 1;euf embrasures. .’Ijhe castle is sa,.lc.l to contain
it So’ bomb-proofs, provisions, and munitions of war;
ang ’ﬂlt must be_ a kind of G}braltar tc') the Bedaw’m

1€ Wahhabis. The garrison consisted of a Nisf
*Oniyl,’ or half battalion (4.90 men) of Nizam infantry,
) an'anded by a Pasha; his a.uthonty alio e.xtends t<?
“’/ukjak, or about 500 Kurdish and Albanian Bashi
an . Whose duty it is to escort caravans, to convoy
ady €, and to be shot at in the Passes. Thg
1, who, as usual with Orientals, take a personal -

DPride ; : S
i € In thejr castle, speak of it with much exaggera-
On,

NW Commanded by a high line of rocks on the

‘Sl;lci; and built as it is in most places without moat,
% “le, bearthwork,_or outworks, a few shells a.nd a
terﬁu attery of smg_e gur?s would soon render it un-
hﬁ'ld €. In ancient times it 1.1as more than once been
imi Ybﬂ party at feud Wl»th the town, for wh?se
fie] attles the Barr el Manakhah was a fitting
gt i 1N0%‘th.ward fr'om the fort, on t.he road to Qh_Od,
fo = Within fire, is a long many-wm.clow&.ed building,
bOUghthDaud Pasha’s palace. In my time it had been
R Y Abbas Pasha of Egypt.
o t}e Suburbs lie to the S. and W. of t'he town,
Wide ral‘ds they are separated from the enceinte by a
Biers %ad, called the Darb el Jenazah, the Road of
Mag; ’SSO Called because the corpses Of. certain schis-
thig Wé Wwho may not pass through the city, are carried
or Y %o their own cemetery near the Bab el Jum’ah,

a, ; ;
Stern Gate, Westwards, between El Medinah and
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its faubourg, lies the plain of El Manakhah, abott
three quarters of a mile long, by 300 yards bro2™
The straggling suburbs occupy more ground than the
city; fronting the enceinte they are without walls; 107
wards the west, where open country lies, they ar€ ot
closed by mud or raw brick ramparts, with little roun

towers, all falling to decay. A number of small gates
lead from the suburb into the country. The on‘Y
large one, a poor copy of the Bab el Nasr at Cairo,
the Ambari or western entrance, through which e
passed into El Medinah. The suburb contains 19
buildings of any consequence, except the Khaskiya‘h’
or official residence of the Muhafiz (governor), 2 leﬁ
building near the Barr el Manakhah, and the Khams? g

Masajid, or Five Mosques, which every Zair i5
pected to visit. They are

The Prophet’s Mosque in the Manakhah.

Abubekr’s near the Ayn el Zarka.

Al’s Mosque in the Zukak el Tayyar of thi
Manakhah. Some authors call this the «Musall2 :
Eed,” because the Prophet here prayed the Festi’
Prayer. i

Omar’s Mosque, near the Bab Kuba of the M?
nakhah, and close to the little torrent called El Say;

Belal’s Mosque, celebrated in books; I did not ¢
it, and some Madani assured me that it mo long
exists. -

A description of one of these buildings will Sflfﬁcé
for they are all similar. Mohammed’s Mosque in ¢
Manakhah stands upon a spot formerly occupied; 5

7
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%2, by the Jam?’ Ghamamah. Others believe it to be
unded upon the Musalla el Nabi, a place where the
OPhet recited the first Festival prayers after his ar-
val at J) Medinah, and used frequently to pray, and
% addregs those of his followers who lived far from
¢ Haram or Sanctuary. It is a trim modern build-
g of cyt stone and lime in regular layers, of parallelo-
Srammic shape, surmounted by one large and four
Sn?an Cupolas. These are all whitewashed, and the
?r.lncipal is capped with a large crescent, or rather a
Mdent rising from a series of gilt globes: the other
thOrnes Crown the several corners. The minaret is of

sie Usual Turkish shape, with a conical roof, and a

Ongle gallery for the Muezzin. An Acacia tree or two
the eastern side, and behind it a wall-like line of

{)nulli?‘hOH§es, finish the coup-d’eeil; the interior of this
remdlng is as simple as the ext.erior.. And here I may
eithark- that the Arabs have little idea of sPlendor,
€ in their public or in their private architecture.
5 atev.er strikes the traveller’s eye in El Hejaz is.al-
?lrtiysst Cither an importation or tbe work of foreign
Deo IS This arises from the 51mp‘le tastes of .th‘e
nessp % combined, doubtless, with their notable thrifti-
Sholildf Strangers will build for them, they argue, why
haye they' build for themse}ves'l Moreover, they
edifie Scant inducement to lavish money upon gran.d
©S: Whenever a disturbance takes place, domestic
suffrom Without, the principal 'buildings are sure to
Boty, - And the climate is inimical to their enduring.
8tound and air at Fl Medinah, as well as at




A PILGRIMAGE TO MECCA AND MEDINA.

Meccah, are damp and nitrous in winter, in summer
dry and torrid: the lime is poor; palm-timber 5001
decays; even foreign wood-work suffers, and a f‘?w
years of neglect suffice to level the proudest pile with
the dust. :

The suburbs to the S. of El Medinah are a collé®
tion of walled villages, with plantations and garden?
between. They are laid out in the form, called her¢
as in Egypt, Hosh (court-yards), with single-storie
tenements opening into them. These enclosures con”
tain the cattle of the inhabitants; they have strobs
wooden doors, shut at night to prevent “lifting,” a7
they are capable of being stoutly defended. The 1%
habitants of the suburb are for the most part Bedaw?
settlers, and 4 race of schismatics who will be notice
in another chapter. Beyond these suburbs, to the 54
as well as to the N. and N. E., lie gardens and €
tensive plantations of palm-trees.
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CHAPTER V.

A Ride to the Mosque of Kuba.

rHE principal places of pious visitation in the
ity of K] Medinah, are the Mosques of Kuba, the
ategmery El Baki’a, and the martyr Hal}lzz.lh’s. tomb,
1€ foot of Mount Ohod. These the Zair is directed
Y all the Olema to visit, and on the holy ground to
"2y Allah for a blessing upon himself, and upon his
*thren of the faith,
arly one Saturday morning, I started for Kuba
4 motley crowd of devotees. Shaykh Hamid, my
“AWWir, was by my side, mounted upon an ass
' miserable than I had yet seen. The boy Mo-
Withmed ha.d procured for me a Meccan .dromedary,
Peal SPlendid trappings, a saddle Wltl.l burnished metal
S ins before and behind, covered with a huge sheep-
dyeq crimson, and girthed over fine saddle-bags;

Vici

p

With

%€ enormoys tassels hung almost to the ground.
€ Youth himself, being too grand to ride a donkey,
e nable to horrow a horse, preferred walking, He
§ Proud a5 g peacock, being habited in a style

isr?ﬁwhat resembling the plume of that gorgeous bird,
OW: Coat of many colours—yellow, red, and golden
silk\rs’ apparently stitched on a field of bright green

Which cost me so dear in the Haram, He was
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armed, as indeed all of us were, in readiness for the
Bedawin, and he anxiously awaited opportunities ©
discharging his pistol. Our course lay from Shayk
Hamid’s house in the Manakhah, along and up the
Fiumara, “El Sayh,” and through the Bab Kub2;
little gate in the suburb wall, where, by the byeé, my
mounted companion was nearly trampled down by
rush of half-wild camels. Outside the town, in &%
direction, southward, is a plain of clay, mixed with
chalk, and here and there with sand, whence protr
blocks and little ridges of basalt. As far as Rubd
and the Harrah ridge to the west, the earth is swee
and makes excellent gugglets. Immediately outs!
the gate I saw a kiln, where they were burning tolerd
bricks. Shortly after leaving the suburb, an India?
who joined our party upon the road, pointed out g
the left of the way what he declared was the plac® o
the celebrated Khandak, or Moat, the Torres Vedrd®
of Arabian History.

Presently the Nakhil, or palm plantations, beg®™
Nothing lovelier to the eye, weary with hot red glar®
than the rich green waving crops and the cool shad®
the “food of vision,” as the Arabs call it, and “Pure
water to the parched throat:” for hours I could hav®
sat and looked at it. The air was soft and balm¥ %
perfumed breeze, strange luxury in El Hejaz, wandere
amongst the date-fronds; there were fresh flowers i
bright foliage, in fact, at midsummer, every peaut®
feature of spring. Nothing more delightful to the,eiaf,
than the warbling of the small birds, that sweet fam* c

a
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-Souhd5 the splashing of tiny cascades from the wells
‘a?e Fhe wooden troughs, and the musical‘ song .of the
»Eastl-\vheels Travellers—young travellers—in the
talk of the “dismal grating,” the “mournful
i:;OtOT_ly,” a}nd the “melancholy creaking of thes_e
SOunzl- macl.nnes.” To the .ve.teran w.an(%erer .thelr
fielgs 1s delightful from association, rennm.:'llng him of
plentffand water-courses, ar%d hosp1ta})1e v1llages, and
iStenl ul crops. The expatrl.ated Nubian, for. instance,
{anzs to the water-wheel ?’Vlth as deep emotion as the
3 des Vaches ever excited in the hearts of Switzer
L “hary at Naples, or “Lochaber no more,” among

Slment of Highlanders in the West Indies.

T Eirhe date-trees of El Medinah merit their. celebrity.
) b Stately columnar §tems, here, seem higher than
trepy " 1ands, and their lower fronds are allowed to
Orme In the breeze withoqt rgutile}tion. _These
the ous palms were.loaded with ripening frult', and
WaruStEYS, c.arefully tied up, must often have weighed
th S of eighty pounds. They hung down between
aoVVer branches by a bright yellow stem, .as.thick
treq .man’s ancle. Books enumerate 139 varieties of
kno“;nof these between sixty and seventy are well-
& and each is distinguished, as usufxl among

T b}" its peculiar name. The best kind is EI .
1t i5 packed in skins, or in flat round boxes

With paper, somewhat in the manner of French

BbRand Sent.as presents to the remotest parts of
slem world, The fruit is about two inches

> With a small stone, and appeared to possess a
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peculiar aromatic flavour and scent; it is seldom eate”
by the citizens on account of the price, which varies
from two to ten piastres the pound. The tree, more”
over, is rare, and is said to be not so productive &
the other species. The Ajwah date is eaten, put 00
sold, because a tradition of the Prophet declares, that
whoso breaketh his fast every day with six or sever
of these fruits need fear neither poison, nor magi®
The third kind, El Hilwah, also a large date, derive®
2 name from its exceeding sweetness: of this palm 'fle
Moslems relate that the Prophet planted a stong, whic?
in a few minutes grew up and bore fruit. Next come®
El Birni, of which was said, “It causeth sickness

depart, and there is no sickness in it.” The Wahs®
on one occasion bent its head, and “salamed” t0 ‘
hammed as he ate its fruit, for which reason even
its lofty tuft turns earthwards. The Sayhani (Criel‘) B
so called, because when the founder of El ISlf‘m’
holding Ali’s hand, happened to pass beneath, i @

no¥

«This is Mohammed the Prince of Prophets, and Y
is Ali the Prince of the Pious, and the Progeni‘tor c
the Immaculate Imams”* Of course the descen antz
of so intelligent a vegetable hold high r in 1

kingdom of palms, and the vulgar were in t

of eating the Sayhani and of throwing the ston
about the Haram. The Khuzayriyah-is thus nam®”
because it preserves its green colour, even when PC ;
fectly ripe; it is dried and preserved as a curiosity’

: : : jtion®
* So in A.D. 1272 the Crucifix spoke to St. Thomas Aquinas. Supe,ﬁt

are of no age or country.
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;{ie Jebeli is the commion fruit: the poorest kin.ds are
Laun and the Hilayah, costing from 4 to 7 piastres
Per mygqx
Cannot say that the dates of El Medinah are
1:er _than those of Meccah, although it is highly
OrretICal.. to hold such tenet. The produce of the
invme?r City was the favorite f<.)od 01? the Prophet, w'ho
-nvarlab.ly broke his fast with it: a circumstance which
.5t it with a certain degree of relic-sanctity. The
O;Zens delight in speaking of dates as an Irishman
the S of potatoes, with.a' manner of familiar fondness:
o z’ €at them for medicine as well as food; .“Rutab,'”
X et dates, being held to be the most saving, as it
: Oubtless the most savoury of remedies. The- fruit
dislljrépared ir} a great Va.Lriety of ways: the favoq‘te
taSteflsl a broil with tlarified butter, extre.mely ldls-
Ul)onu to the European palate. The date is also‘le'ft
Caten the tree to dry, and then called “Balah:” this is
iélntsit dessert as the “Nukliyat”—the “qufettre men-
b of Persia. Amongst peculiar preparations must

e ;

ghamentloned the “Kulladat el Sham” (necklace of
™). The unripe fruit is dipped in boiling water

Ve its gamboge color, strung upon a thick

to
Pl'eser

x
St Ry M.edinah
= \Vlrhay.ns (drams) . make r Wukkiyah (ounce).
ukkiyah , o 5 ,» 1 Ratl (pound).
33 W 5y 1 Wukkah (less than 2 Ibs.)
1 Mudd.
% & ; ,» I Ardebb.
Pound is the larger one applied to particular articles of com-
as meat, vegetables, and clarified butter. Coffee, rice, soap, &c.
e Smaller Ratl of Meccah, equal to 740 dirhams. In Egypt the
rhams or 1o Wukkiyahs, about x 1b. 2 0z. and § dwts, troy.

3

or
—-Such
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thread and hung out in the air to dry. These string®
" are worn all over El Hejaz as necklaces by childre®
who seldom fail to munch the ornament when not 12
fear of slappings; and they are sent as presents to
distant countries.

January and February are the time for the mascul?”
tion of the palm. The “Nakhwali,” as he is Cau?d’
opens the female flower, and having inserted the -
verted male blossom, binds them together: this operd”
tion is performed, as in Egypt, upon each cluster
The fruit is ripe about the middle of May, and the
gathering of it forms the Arabs’ «yendemmia.” TP

people make merry the more readily because their

favorite fruit is liable to a variety of accident’
droughts injure the tree, locusts destroy the produce’
and the date crop, like most productions which me?
are imprudent enough to adopt singly as the staff ©
life, is subject to failure. One of the reasons for the
excellence of Medinah dates is the quantity of watel
they obtain: each garden or field has its well, a2
even in the hottest weather the Persian wheel flood?
the soil every third day. It has been observed tha
the date-tree can live in dry and barren .spots; put X
loves the beds of streams and places where moisttt®
is procurable. The palms scattered over the oth
parts of the plain, and depending solely upon ﬁ,m;
water, produce less fruit, and that too of an infert®
quality. g
Verdure is not usually wholesome in Arabid, %
invalids leave the close atmosphere of El Medin?




A PILGRIMAGE TO MECCA AND MEDINA,

Seck health under the cool shades of Kuba. The
dens gre divided by what might almost be called
Mies; long narrow lines with tall reed fences on both
Sdes. e graceful branches of the Tamarisk, pearled
Wit Manna, and cottoned over with dew, and the
7%2d leaves of the castor plant, glistening in the sun,
Protecteq us from the morning rays. The ground on
Oth sigeg of the way was sunken, the earth being
ralspose;d In heaps at the foot of the fen(j,e§, an ar-
N8ement which facilitates irrigation, by giving a fall
tE'tle Water, and in some cases affords a'richer sc_)il
h:n the surface. This part of the. Medlnah‘plam,
th We‘fel‘, being higher than the rest, is less subject to

th IS€ase of salt and nitre. On the way here and
“Cithe earth crumbles and looks dark under the
£ of morning, but nowhere has it broken out into

';hfat ghttering efflorescence which denotes the last stage
e © attack. The fields and gardens are divided
littloe Small oblongs separated from one another by
Cogy Ndges of mould which form dmnnu.tlve water-
\vheses' Of the cereals there are luxurmnF maize,
Qugn,... 0d barley, but the latter two are in small
) antl.tles- Here and there patches of “Barsim,” or
g-yDFlan clover, sparkle brightly in the sunbeams. The
B;un Cilpal Vegetables are B;Ldan.ja.n (Egg plant), the.
in VI 40 (a kind of esculent hibiscus, callfed Bhendl
muc_n li.i » and Mulukhiyah (Corchorus Olltf)rlus), a
the Fftglnous spinage common through(?tllt this part of
rank.«lst. These three are eaten by citizens of every

Mep,, SV are in fact the potatoes and the greens of
Ccq a”"’/”"!iz'ml, 77 o S




I 14 A PILGRIMAGE TO MECCA AND MEDINA.

Arabia. I remarked also onions and leeks in falr
quantities, a few beds of carrots and beans, someé 'U‘
(radishes), Lift (turnips), gourds, cucumbers, and siﬂ}ll"Ll‘
plants. Fruit trees abound. There are five descriptlolns
of vines, the best of which is El Sherifi, a long white
grape of a flavour somewhat resembling the pl‘Od“C?
of Pisa in Tuscany. Next, and very similar, is El Bk
The Hejazi is a round fruit, sweet, but insipid; whic?
is also the reproach of the Sawadi, or black grap®
And Tlastly, the Raziki is a small white fruit, with 2
diminutive stone. The Nebek, Lote or ]ujube:_ls
here a fine large tree with a dark green leaf, roundis?
and polished like the olive; it is armed with a Shor(t’
curved, and sharp thorn*, and bears a pale stra®
colored bacca, about the size of a gooseberry, with 1'6,d
streaks on the side next the sun. Little can be sat

in favor of the fruit, which has been compared SHes
cessively by disappointed “Lotus eaters” to b

plum, an uynripe cherry, and an insipid apple. 1ij
however, a favorite with the people of El Medi{’ﬂhf
who have reckoned many varieties of the fruit: i

(Indian), Baladi (“native”), Tamri (date—like) ﬂn_
others. There are a few peaches, hard like the Egy ;
tian, and almost tasteless, fit only for stewing .
greedily eaten in a half-ripe state; large coarse band
lime trees, a few water melons, figs, and apples,

nas

5

* This thorn (the Rhamnus Nabeca, or Zizyphus Spina Christi) iS ;"lql.p,o}‘nl
to be that which crowned the Saviour’s head. There are M imosas 11 v.}with
but no tree, save the fabled Zakkum, could produce the terrible :tPl)ﬂ"“m.hﬂhtcl!
which certain French painters of the modern school have attempted t0 et
the terrors of the scene.
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neilher P
l)Ulnegra
© Outsjqe

Wpricots nor pears. There are three kinds of -
nates: the best is the Shami (Syrian); it is red
Nolyr s’ very sweet, 'md costs one piastre; the Turki
grec, 8¢, a'nd of a white color; and th(.a Misri has a
aVOHSh rind, and a somewhat’sub—amd and harsh
& “;i the latter are sold four times as cheap as the
fruit. never saw m'th’e East,\except at Meccah, finer
Wi ‘han the *Shami: almost stoneless, like those of
ana?n?t’ they are delicatel).f p_erfumed, and as'large as

it af‘lt’Shead El Medinah Is celebrated, like Taif,
drun]\-s Rubb Rummgn,” a thick pomegranate syrup,
C‘)Olinr,mth water during the hot weather, and esteemed

‘s and wholesome.

Aftar E . ¥
Opey ter threading our way through the gardens, an

erg R : 2
Ation requiring less time than to describe them,

Mingyy,” p’eeping through 'the. groves, Kuba’s simple
Of by L. Then We came 1n sight of a confused he.ap
trea S and dwelling-houses, chapels and towers with
Bese i €tween, and foul lanes, .heaps of rrtbb}sh', and
H&vi g d'Ogsﬁthe usual material of a H?]azl village.
aq Zeg d}Smounted, We gave our animals in charge of
Sarg nn Infant Bedawin, the pr'oduce of the peasant
Say, uSerS; who s.houted “Bakhshish” the moment they
ang W TO this they were urged Dby their mothers,
of sty 11llll_gly parted with a few paras for the purpose
fearm“ Shing an’ intercourse w1th. fellow-cree_utures o
Miag. y and wonderfully resembling th(? tailless si-
Were ; 1€ bodies, unlike those of Egyptian children,
Clarj, m_ and straight, but their ribs stood out with a

Stinctness, the color of the skin was that oily
8-
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lamp-black seen upon the face of a European sweels
and the elf-locks, thatching the cocoa-nut heads;, 1’13
been stained by the sun, wind, and rain to that reddisl”
brown hue which Hindu romances have apprOPYmFe
to their Rakshasas or demons.” Each anatomy carri€
in his arms a stark-naked miniature of himself, fierc®”
looking babies with faces all eyes; and the strong Iiff 2
wretches were still able to extend the right hand a2
exert their lungs with direful clamor. Their mOﬂ‘?r
were fit progenitors for such progeny: long, gaunt, V!
emaciated limbs, wall-sided, high-shouldered, o
straight-backed, with pendulous bosoms, spidel"hkf3
arms, and splay feet. Their long elf-locks, wrinkle
faces, and high cheek-bones, their lips darker than .the
epidermis, hollow staring eyes, sparkling as if to hgl
up the extreme ugliness around, and voices scr€2meg
as though in a perennial rage, invested them with 2
the “charms of Sycorax.”  These “Hourls of Jeha”
num?” were habited in long night-gowns dyed blu€
conceal want of washing, and the squalid children b
about a yard of the same material wrapped rou?
their waists for all toilette. This is not an overdl"f“vrl
portrait of the farmer race of Arabs, the most desplse
by their fellow-countrymen, and the most hard-favore’
morally as well as physically, of all the breed. pe
Before entering the Mosque of El Kuba it will ¢
necessary to call to mind some passages of its P2
history. When the Prophet’s she-camel, El Kaswd
he was approaching El Medinah after the flight 'ro L
Meccah, knelt down here, he desired his companlon
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;?'l fount the animal. Abubekr and Omar did $0;
U she sat upon the ground, but when Ali obeyed
lle Order, she arose. The Prophet bade him loose
°F halter, for she was directed by Allah, and the

4 C;Sque walls were built upon the line over which she
0

Islap,
(13

It was the first place of public devotion in El
Mohammed laid the first brick, and with an

12ah” or jron-shod javelin, marked out the direction

Dm)’er, each of his successors followed his example,
‘CCOTding to most historians, the land belonged to
7t s Ayyub the Ansari, the ].?rophet’s host; for. which
’Ornon the “B.ayt Ayyub,” his descendants, still per-
Slarl th.e service of the Mosque, keep the key, and
Eree ‘fﬂth the Bawwalljs or porters the alms and fees
gl'omﬁffered by the Faithful, Othe.rs declared that the
Wag 1d was the property of one Linah, a woman who
B, the habit of tethering her ass there. The
an dp €t used to 'visit the ple}ce every Saturday on foot,
& thmade a poimnt of praying the daWn—I.)r'ayer the're
to .sed'”t-h Ramazan. A number of t.radltl(?ns'testlfy
i ﬁrsltgmty: of these, two are especially SIgmﬁcan.t.
o ass‘ur.es all Moslems that a prayer at’ Kuba is
I religious efficacy to a Lesser Pilgrimage at

€ceah . 1
I ncah’ and the second declares that such devotion
the 10re acceptable to the Deity than prostrations at

miradag't el Mukaddas (Jerusalem). Moreover sundry
Sscon S took place here, and a verset of the Koran
Wag e €d from heaven. For which reasons the Mosque
e Uch espected by Omar, who, once finding it

? SWept it himself with a broom of thorns, and _
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[}
expressed his wonder at the lukewarmness of Mosle?

piety. It was originally a square building of very
small size; Osman enlarged it in the direction of the
minaret, making it sixty-six cubits each way. It 1508
longer “mean and decayed” as in Burckhardt’s time*
the Sultan Abd el Hamid, father of the Sultan Mab-
mud, erected a minaret of Turkish shape and a ned
structure of cut stone, whose crenelles make it 1ok
more like a place of defence than of devotion. It hes
however, no pretensions to grandeur. To the sout’
a small and narrow Riwak (porch) with unp1e‘ceﬂd1ng
columns, looks out northwards upon a little open ¢ arc?
simply sanded over; and this is the whole building:
The large 1 astabah or stone bench at the enthm &5
of the Mosque, was crowded with sitting people: "
therefore lost no time, after ablution and the Nl}ﬂt
(“the Intention”) peculiar to this Visitation, in ascenc”
ing the steps, in pulling off our slippers, and in ente”
ing the sacred building. We stood upon the Mﬂsq
el Nabi (the Prophet’s place of prayer): after Sha}’
Nur and Hamid had forcibly cleared that (msplclo o
spot of a devout Indian, and had spread a rug up?
the dirty matting, we performed a two-bow prayelf :
front of a pillar into which a diminutive marble Mi lr11
or niche had been inserted by way of memento. b
came the Dua, or supplication, which was as foHOWs
“0O Allah! bless and preserve, and increasé; aﬂ'd
perpetuate, and benefit, and be propitious to, our
Mohammed, and to-his Family, and to his Comp’mlo
and be Thou their Preserver! O Allah! this sk

15
thé
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Mosque Kuba, and the Place of the Prophet’s Prayers.
—Allahy pardon our Sins, and veil our Faults, and
lf.él.ce 10t over us one who feareth not Thee, and who
Pltieh not us, and pardon us, and the true Believers,
0 and Women, the Quick of them and the Dead;
o Verily Thou, O Lord, art the Hearer, the near to
\\rse’ the. Answerer of our Supplications.” _ After which
fecited the Testification and the Fatihah, and we
W oy palms as usual down our faces.
¢ then moved away to the south-eastern corner
8 the edifice, and stood before a Mihrab in the
aothern way 1t is called “Takat el Kashf? or
tlelChe of Disclosure,” by those who believe that as
tig

PfOphet was standing undecided about the direc-
Ohgg Of.Meccah, the Archangel Gabriel .removed all
1. UCtions to his vision. There again we went
,‘I‘O‘th the two-bow prayer, the Supplication, the
eStlﬁCation, and the Fatihah, under difficulties, for
I Op‘e mobbed us excessively. During our devotions,
#nly attempted to decipher a Cufic inscription

fixeq in

3 the wall above and on the right of the Mihrab
the 13 Iegret, however, at this fa}'lure was transitory,
leg; Hlamc-ter not being of an ancient c}ate. Then we
' Riwak, and despite the morning sun which
5 ﬁel’CEIy with a sickly heat, we went to the open
Where stands the “Mabrak el Nakah,” or the
€ of kneeling of the she-Dromedary.” This, the
. SPOt where El Kaswa sat down, is covered with
‘Lolllem“‘lutive dome of cut stone, S%lpported by four
Pillarg, the 'building is about eight feet high and

Sho
a.l‘ea
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a little less in length and breadth. It has the 2P
pearance of being modern. On the floor, which W&
raised by steps above the level of the ground, lay, 5,‘5
usual, a bit of dirty matting, upon which we aga®*
went through the ceremonies above detailed. x

Then issuing from the canopy into the sun, 2 little
outside the Riwak and close to the Mabrak, we pfﬂyei
upon the “Makan el Ayat,” or the “Place of Sign®
Here was revealed to Mohammed a passage 10 the
Koran especially alluding to the sanctity of the place
and of the people of Kuba, “a Temple founded
Purity from its first Day;” and again: “there live Mett
who love to be cleansed, and verily Allah delight? i
the Clean” The Prophet exclaimed in admiratio”
“0 ye Sons of Amr! what have ye done to deser®
all this Praise and Beneficence?” when the Peop?
offered him an explanation of their personal clea’ .
ness which I do not care to repeat. The templé °
Kuba from that day took a fresh title— Masjid ©
Takwa, or the “Mosque of Piety.”

Having finished our prayers and ceremonies at
Mosque of Piety, we fought our way out through ‘L
crowd of importunate beggars, and turning a few pace
to the left, halted near a small chapel adjoining 1L
south-west angle of the larger temple. We there sto0
at a grated window in the western wall, and recit€ ‘(
supplication looking the while reverently at 2
dwarf archway under which the Lady Fatimah us®
to sit grinding grain in a hand-mill. The Mosqué *
consequence bears the name of Sittna Fatimalh:

i the
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SurlY‘IOOking Khadim, or guardian, stood at the door
emanding a dollar in the most authoritative Arab
le—we therefore did not enter. At El Medinah and
. “€ccah the traveller’s hand must be perpetually in
;113 Pouch: no stranger in Paris or London is more
‘felrely Or more severely taken in. Already I began to
Dty my eighty pounds would not suffice for all
:V\f ?Xl)ftnses of sight-seeing, and the :itpprehension
b;s Justified by the sequel. My only friend was the
bry MOhammed, who displayed a fiery economy the'Lt
coought him into considerable disrepute with his

Untrymen, They saw with emotion that he was

preaching parsimony to me solely that I might have
10ra

Iy Z 3
v, Money to spend at Meccah under his auspices.

Thj

- S being palpably the case, I threw all the blame of
n

uriOusness upon the young Machiavel’s shoulders,
Iesolved, as he had taken charge of my finances at
Iedinah, so at Meccah to administer them myself.
¢ tAfter praying at the window, to the great disgust
« ¢ Khadim, who openly asserted that we were
“’ii‘lv fellows ” ‘we passe'd through some lanes lined
thirg 1?ggars and Be(_?.an chlldl'eg, till we came to a
ORg litle Mosque situated due south of the larger
u 0;1 This is called the Masjid Arafat, and is erected
Ong 3l m.Ound also named Tall Arafat, beca}1§e on
H, OCcasion the Prophet, being unable to visit the
: Mountain at the pilgrimage season, stood there,
fol.m:rollgh the intervening space, and in Spirit per-
Wingg the ceremony. Here also we. looke.d into a

W Instead of opening the door with a silver key,
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and the mesquin appearance of all within preVented.
my regretting the necessity of economy. In India 0*
Sind every village would have a better mosque. e

Our last visit was to a fourth chapel, the Masjid
Ali, so termed because the Prophet’s son-in-law had 2
house upon this spot. After praying there—32"
terribly hot the little hole was!—we repaired to the
last place of visitation at Kuba—a large deep wel
called the Bir El Aris, in a garden to the west of the
Mosque of Piety, with a little oratory adjoining it-
Persian wheel was going drowsily round, and the €0
water fell into a tiny pool, whence it whirled 22
bubbled away in childish mimicry of a river. e
music sounded sweet in my ears, I stubbornly reftls®™
to do any more praying—though Shaykh Hamid, folv
form’s sake, reiterated, with parental emphasis, “how_
very wrong it was”—and sat down, as the Proph®
himself did not disdain to do, with the resolution 9
enjoying on the brink of the well a few moments °
unwonted “Kayf”” The heat was overpowering, thoug"
it was only nine o’clock; the sound of the stream was
soothing, that water wheel was creaking a lullaby?
and the limes and pomegranates, gently rustling, She”
voluptuous fragrance through the morning air. fe
asleep—and wondrous the contrast!-—dreamed that
' was once more standing

By the wall whercon hangeth the crucified vine,”

looking upon the valley of the Lianne, with its gl ;
seas and grey skies, and banks here and there W L

with snow.

ol

nucolls
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: The Bir e1 Aris, so called after a Jew of El Medinah,
o Lne Which the Pr(')phet. delighted to visit. He would
. 1Pon its brink with his bare legs hanging over the
w2 and his companions used to imitate his example.
1i;18 Practice caused a sad d.isaster; n the.sixth year of
5 Cahphate, Os.man, according to Abulfeda fmd Yakut,
0 Pped f.rom his finger Mohammed’s seal ring, which,
<0fgra"ed in three lines with “Mohammed~Apostl'e~
i Alla}l,” had served to seal the letters sent to neigh-
Cessng klll%s, and h.ad desc'ended to the first three suc-
"lresrs. ’Ihe precious article was not recovered after
B lda;y S s.earch, and the well. was the}lceforward called
Bis S Irx‘hatunhof tl.le Seal Ring. It is also called the
it €l Taflat (of Saliva), because the Prophet honored
y CXpectoration, as, by the by, he seems to have
foélcet to almost all. the wells in El Medi_nah. The
histor'Of the operation upon the Bir el’ Aris, say the
Sal. lafls,'was tf’ sweeten the water., which before was
s heir testimony, howev.el.‘, did not.prevent my
Warp, g a pronounced medicinal taste in thf: luke-
ohg faught drawn for me by Shaykh I-.Iamld. In
to h;?med’s day the total number of wells is 1'ecor.ded
iSap € been twenty: m.ost of icm have long since
Wer, Deared). but there still remain seven, whose waters
Hhe Cf‘ul_lk by the Prophet, and which, in consequence,
QIQSS;:JI{ i directed to wvisit, They are known by the
the;, na title of Sab’a Abar, or the seven wells, and
dmes are included in this couplet,

0]

“Aris and Ghars, and Rumah and Buza’at
And Busat, with Bayruha and Thn.”
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After my sleep, which was allowed to last until pipe
or two of Latakia had gone round the party, W€ 168
mounted our animals. Returning towards El Medinal
my companions pointed out to me on the left of t'he
village a garden, called El Madshuniyah. It cont?“nsv
/a quarry of the yellow loam or bole-earth, called bY
the Arabs Tafl, the Persians Gil i Sarshui and the
Sindians Metu. It is used as soap in many patts ©
the East, and, mixed with oil, it is supposed to €00
the body, and to render the skin fresh and supple-

is related that the Prophet cured a Bedawi of the B‘inu
Haris tribe of fever by washing him with a pot of e
dissolved in water, and hence the earth of El Mediﬂah
derived its healing fame. As far as I could learn frot
the Madani, -this clay is no longer valued by thett
either medicinally or cosmetically.
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CHIA"RINERS VT

The Visitation of Hamzah’s Tomb.

ON the morning of Sunday, the twenty-third Zu’l
h (28th August, 1853), arrived from El Sham
dMmascus the great Caravan, popularly called Hajj
hami, the “Damascus pilgrimage,” as the Egyptian

ila s 1) Misri, or the Cairo pilgrimage. It is the
tlam Stream which carries off all the small currents

I{El’ada

Ce?lttra]t th.is season of general movement flow fl"OI‘n
WOrlda ASIa‘ towards' the great centre of the Islamitic
R and in 1853 1t amounted to about 7000 souls.
Seve arrival was anxiously expected %)y the peopl.e fo.r
"l reasons. In the first place, it brought with it
eine:"’.CLlrtain for the Er91)11et’s Hujrah,' the old one
o % n g tatterﬁid condition; sec.ondly, it had 'c.harge
anq t(;annual st1pend's‘ and pensions of the c1t1ze.ns;
Unge, irdly, many fzmn.hes expected members 1‘eturn.1ng
W s escort to their homes. The popular anxiety
Counﬁreaﬂy increased by the disordered state of the
hag Y Tound about; and, moreover, the great caravan
0 one day late, generally arriving on the

i
fmng Of the 22nd Zwl Ka'adah.®

%
e
epr " 2
tha the ipl)“‘t‘ the following from the Illustrated London News, in proof
RO th”“h of England have still something to learn.
€ ISt inst. the annual ceremony of the departure of the Suré-emini
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During the night three of Shaykh Hamid’s brother®
who had entered as Muzawwirs with the Hajj, cam®
suddenly to the house: they leaped off their camels,
and lost not a moment in going through the ust®
‘ scene of kissing, embracing, and weeping bitterly for
joy. I arose in the morning, and looked out from the
windows of the Majlis. The Barr el Manakhah, fro®
a dusty waste dotted with a few Bedawin and D3
tents, had assumed all the various shapes and
colors of a kaleidescope. The eye was bewildered by
the shifting of innumerable details, in all parts totall)
different from one another, thrown confusedly togethe1
in one small field; and, however jaded with sigh®
seeing, it dwelt with delight upon the variety, the
vivacity, and the intense picturesqueness of the sceB
In one night had sprung up a town of tents of every
size, color, and shape—round, square and obloP®
open and closed,—from the shawl-lined and gllt:
topped pavilion of the Pasha, with all the luxuri'Oub
appurtenances of the Harem, to its neighbour the Jitt g

5 . . -ont
with the Imperial gifts for the Proplet’s tomb at Meccak took place 1 g‘:ts‘

of the palace at Constantinople. The Zezasnt Herald states that the pres et
which consist, beside the large money donation, of rich shawls and gold—“"?t i
stuffs, were brought out of the Imperial apartments and packed, in presenc®
the Sultan, on two beautiful camels, which, after the delivery of the ‘b o
prayers, were then led in grand procession, accompanied by all the hlg it
ficers of state, to the landing-place at Cabatash, where the Suré-emir i
camels were embarked on a Government steamer and ferried over to SCY ;16
There the holy functionary will remain some days, till the ‘faithful’ © he
capital and those who have come from the interior have joined him, “'hcn,ous
caravan will start for Damascus. At this latter city the grand rendez? der
takes place, and, that accomplished, the greatcaravan sets out for Mecca g
the Emir-el-Hadj of the year. The Imperial presents on this occasion cost
than £20,000.”

15U
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;lllig gre?n “row'tie” of the tobacco-seller. ?‘hey were
0 1ed in admirable order: h.ere ranged in a lor}g
> Where a street was required; there packed in
“hse Masses, where thoroughfares were unnecessary-.
thit 1;)0“7 (.iescribe the utte}r confu§ion in the crowding,
Sollnd;m]mg’ anld'the ve.lst variety ELI:ld volume of
With - .Huge white Syrlar} dromedaries, compared |
CElme]Whl~C~h those of El Hejaz appeared. mere pony-
(littep& ']mgh.ng. large bells, and bee.u'lng Shugd'ufs
Wop 5) hk‘e minlature green tents, swaying and togsmg
their backs; gorgeous Takhtrawan, or litters

Caryg - 9
b led between camels or mules with scarlet and
a

e trappings; Bedawin bestriding naked-backed

.Eduls 2»

ha; (dromedaries), and clinging like apes to the

5 ELI.1llmps; ArnguF, K}Hd, 2%11d Turkish Irrregular

asaly, .ﬁercef‘ lookmglln' their 1.rmrth' th.an Rorr?an

o 1t in their rage; fainting Persmn' pilgrims, forcing

i Stubborn camels to kneel, or dismounted grum-

fom jaded donkeys; Kahwajis, sherbet sellers,

Peg )?;nbu.lapt tobacconists crying their goods' ; country-
clay b drlvmgd. ﬁo_cks of sheep and goats w1th. infinite
bi; through lines of horses fiercely snorting aind
”leirgr-and kicking and rearing; townspeople S(?ekmg
salyy sTendS 3 return?d tl'aYellers exchanging affegtlonatc
dey i devoyt Hajis jolting one an_other, running un-
Opeg € legs of camels, and tumbling over the tents
™ their hurry to reach the Haram; cannon roar-

oM the citade] ; shopmen, water-carriers and fruit

here i: ﬁghting over their bargains; boys bullying
With loud screams; a well-mounted party of
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fine old Arab Shaykhs of the Hamidah clan, preCEded
by their varlets, performing the Arzah or war danc®
— compared with which the Pyrenean bear’s P*
formance is grace itself —firing their duck-guns g
wards, or blowing the powder into the calves of thos®
before them, brandishing their swords," leaping f1a"
tically the while, with their bright-colored rags floating
in the wind, tossing their long spears tufted with
ostrich feathers high in the air, reckless where thc")"
fall; servants seeking their masters, and masters thet’
tents with vain cries of “Ya Mohammed!” grandeef
riding mules or stalking on foot, preceded by the
crowd-beaters, shouting to clear the way; here the
loud shrieks of women and children, whose litters
bumping and rasping against one another; there the
low moaning of some poor wretch that is seeking A
shady corner to die in: add a thick dust which pluts
the outlines like a London fog, with a flaming sud
that draws sparkles of fire from the burnished weapoﬂﬂ
of the crowd, and the brass balls of tent and Lt
and—1I doubt, gentle reader, that even the length; the
jar, and the confusion of this description is adequ? .
to its subject, or that any “word-painting?” of i
can convey a just idea of the scene.

This was the day appointed for our visiti
martyrs of Ohod. After praying the dawn-prayers é
directed at the Haram, we mounted our donkeys; aﬂe’
armed with pistols and knives, we set out from th.‘
city. Our party was large. Sa’ad the Demon had Ot
fered to accompany us, and the bustle around lep

aré

e
ng th
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? 1:; n ﬂ.le best of humours; Umar Effendi was also
5 f’ qul(?t—looking and hum]?le as u§ua1, leading his
minu(; ivmd the trouble of dismounting every second
anq Se' I had t'he boy Mohammed and my “slave,”
lati, haykh Hamid was attended by half a dozen re-
y 5. To avoid the crush of the Barr el Manakhah,
meade a détour westwards, over the bridge and
enn the course of the torrent-bed “El Sayh.”  We
by PaSSe.d along the southern wal‘l of the castle,
5 Sed jts eastern outwork, and issued from the
3 wel Shami. .Durmg the ‘greater part of the time
dromere struggling through a living Itlde; and among
I edaries and chargers a donkfzy 1s by no means a
4t monture. With some difficulty, but without
llrSemore §erious accident than a fall or two, we found
Gty S In the space beyond and northward of the
(;n 1S fllSO was covered with travellers and tents,
Yog CgSt Which, on an eminence to the left of the road,
i)} Obspicuous the bright green pavilion of the Emir
hayg ;JJ, tl}e commandant of the Caravan, Hard by,
stog d: helgh.t surrounded by a Kan;.it or tent -wall,
in & € Syrian or Sultan’s Mahmal (litter), all ghttel:-
Were th green and gilding and gold, and around' it
ipa gltChed the handsome habitations of the prin-
ficers and grandees of the pilgrimage. On the

i Sland lay extensive palm plantations, and on the
tan’ re"‘fffd over the plain, were signs of wells and
» built ¢ supply the Hajj with water. We pass

*
Re
§ GRS £ o 3 . 2
UDeriq,, p§°t<@e men in El Hejaz, when they meet friends, acquaintances, or
Mece, 2USider it only polite to dismount from a donkey.
i Meding, I, 9
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two small buildings, one the Kubbat El Sabﬂk’,or_
Dome of Precedence, where the Prophet’s wail'®
friends used to display their horsemanship; the seco?
the Makan, or burial-place of Sayyidna Zaki e/
one of Mohammed’s multitudinous descendants. TR
we fall into a plain, resembling that of Kuba, but ok
fertile. While we are jogging over it, a few WO
concerning Mount Ohod may not be misplaced.
A popular distich says,

““Verily there is healing to the eye that looks
Unto Ohod and the two Harrahs (ridges) near.”

And of this holy hill the Prophet declared, “Oho
a Mountain which loves Us and which We love:
upon the Gate of Heaven;” adding, “and Ayr #
Place which hates Us and which We hate: it is UP°
the Gate of Hell” The former sheltered Moham®
in the time of danger, therefore, on Resurrection -
it will be raised to Paradise: whereas Jebel AyLs le
neighbour, having been so ill-judged as to refus€ t.]l
Prophet water on an occasion while he thirsteds W
be cast incontinently into Jehannum. .
Moslem divines, be it observed, ascribe to Moba?”
med miraculous authority over anmimals, veget?’ esj
and minerals, as well as over men, angels, and jmf?l‘
Hence the speaking Wolf, the weeping Post, the Ql.
stone, and the love and hate of these two mountf{‘ ¢
It is probably one of the many remains of ﬂnc‘??
paganism pulled down and afterwards used toO bulr‘
up the edifice of El Islam. According to the old Pef
sians, the sphere has an active soul. Some $€€%

,

dis

it 15




A PILGRIMAGE TO MECCA AND MEDINA, 131
Hip .
ligg dug believe “mother earth,” upon whose bosom we
5 © Parasites crawl, to be a living being. This was

0]
hoted

legg 1t by a peculiar symbol,—the globe with human *

tnce the “Makrokosmos” of the plagiaristic
S the animal on a large scale; whose diminutive
. € “Mikrokosmos”—man. “Tota natura,” repeats
T HI; Isghi, “existit in minimis.” .Amongst the Rom.ans,
Aco Or Terra, was a fem:%le deity, anthrgpomorp?nsed
Wig stlf]g to their syncretic system, which furnished
Den Tange gods thel.r 'Pantheon,‘ but forgot to ap-
Synlbotle scroll  explaining the Inner sense of the
. And some modern philosophers, Keple_r,
belie 10re, and others, have not scruplec‘l to own their
0 a doctrine which as long as “Life” is a mere
o0 map’g tongue, can neither be proved nor dis-
°d The Mobhammedans, as usual, exaggerate the
ay oa\a Hadis related by Abu Hurayral} casts on the
]Udgment the sun and the moon into hell fire,
Whiey o Ohod owes its present reputation to a cave
B Sheltered the Prophet when pursued by his
b ot springs of which he drank, and
Y 10 its being the scene of a battle celebrated
Sam,  Op Saturday, the 11th Shawwal, in the
4 of the Hijrah (26th January 4. p. 625) Mo-
With 700 men engaged 3000 infidels under
Mand of Abu Sufiyan, ran great personal
a0d lost his uncle Hamzah, the “Lord of
On the topmost pinnacle, also, is the Kub-
SRt dome erected over Aaron’s remains,
9’!‘

Breq

ye

Com

S also amongst the ancient Egyptians, who de- ,

3
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It is now, I was told, in a ruinous condition, émd 5
placed upon the “pinnacle of seven hills” in a posmolo
somewhat like that of certain buildings on St. Angeh‘
in the bay of Naples. Alluding to the toil of 1€2°
ing it, the Madani quote a facetious rhyme insct? .
upon the wall by one of their number who had waste
his breath—

““Mal’un ibn Mal’'un
Man talaa Kubbat Harun!”

Anglicé, “The ‘man must be a ruffian who climbs o
to Aaron’s Dome.” Devout Moslems visit Ohod €7¢"
Thursday morning after the dawn devotions i td
Haram, pray for the Martyrs, and, after going throu%,

he

the ceremonies, return to the Haram in time for ; it
day worship. On the 12th of Rajab, Zairs com® Ole
in large bodies from the city, encamp here for thre
or four days and pass the time in feasting, jollit)’f,anls
devotion, as usual at pilgrimages and saints’ festi?®
in general. B
After half an hour’s ride we came to the Mustarat
or resting place, so called because the Prophet 5;{
here for a few minutes on his way to the pattle {
Ohod. It is a newly-built square enclosure of won
whitewashed walls, within which devotees pray-
the outside fronting El Medinah is a seat like &
of rough stones. Here I was placed by my MuzaW i
who recited an insignificant supplication to be rep¢ e
after him. At its end, with the Fatihah and accolur
paniments, we remounted our asses and resum€ (:hg
way. Travelling onwards, we came in sight ©

chﬂlr
i
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z‘;COnd Harrah or ridge. It lies to the right and left
'€ Toad, and resembles lines of lava, but I had

4N opportunity to examine it narrowly. Then we
the gardens of Ohod, which reflect in minia-
¢ of Kuba, and presently we arrived at what
Ained the presence of verdure and vegetable life
deep Fiumara full of loose sand and large stones
S:;lOting an impetuous stream. It flows along tl}e
of fern pase of Ohod, said to be part of the plain
lay B 'edinah, and collects the drainage of the h.lgh
> lylng 1o the'S. and SE. The bed becomes im-
ng‘fable after rain, and sometimes the torfents. over-
thig t. € neighbouring ' gardens. By the direction of
bay, . 'Mara I judged that it must supply the Ghab-
aug, o “basin” in the hills north of the plain. Good
of “Ormes, however, informed me that a large volume
thy Ater will not stand there, but flows down the l?eds
ang Wing throughi the Ghauts westward of El 1.\/.[ed1nah
the s into the sea near the harbour of Wijh.  To
Cop O.HFll of the Fiumara is a village on an eminence,
stat;mmg some large brick houses now in a ruinous
€se are the villas of opulent and religious

S Who visited the place for change of air, re-

o, angd worship at Hamzah’s tomb. Our donkeys

Y sank fetlock-deep in the loose sand of the

ndin d. Then reaching the northern side and as-
8 a gentle slope, we found ourselves upon the

Tacheq
tuge thos
\S

s 5 bis SPot, 5o celebrated in the annals of El Islam,
Slving strip of land, close to the southern base
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of Mount Ohod. The army of the Infidels advanced
from the Fiumara in crescent shape, with Abu Sufiy*™
the general, and his idols in the centre. It is dista?
about three miles from El Medinah, in a northerty
direction. All the visitor sees is hard gravelly gro®>”
covered with little heaps of various colored granit®
red sandstone, and bits of porphyry, to denoté ,tle
different places where the martyrs fell and were buri€’™
Seen from this point, there is something appalling i
the look of the Holy Mountain. Its seared and jags®
flanks rise like masses of iron from the plain, and i
crevice into which the Moslem host retired, when o
disobedience of the archers in hastening to plunde,r’
enabled Khalid bin Walid to fall upon Mohamm®: ’
rear, is the only break in the grim wall. Reeking i
heat, its surface produces not one green shrub
stunted tree; neither bird nor beast appeared upo?
inhospitable sides, and the bright blue sky glar
above its bald and sullen brow, made it look only .
more repllsive. I was glad to turn away my &
from it.

To the left of the road N. of the Fiumara, &
leading to the mountains, stands Hamzah’s Mosqu®
which, like the Haram of El Medinah, is a mauSoleun;
as well as a fane. It is a small strongly-built Sq'uar
of hewn stone, with a dome covering the Sohtahe
hypostyle to the south, and the usual minaret.
westward wing is a Zawiyah or oratory, frequente 5
the celebrated Sufi and Saint, Mohammed el Sammané
the “Clarified Butter-Seller,” one of whose bloods i

1
ing
hé
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gefaglel' will remember, stood by my sifie in the person.
in laykh Hamid. On the eastern side of the build-
§ a half wing projects, and a small door opens to
fe:tslo'uth upon a Mustabah or stone bench ﬁye or six
1gh; this completes the square of the edifice. On
re Mght of the road opposite Hamzah’s Mosque is a
efﬁ frection, now in ruins, containing a deep hole
modln-g to a well, with huge platforms for the’acco.m-
ation of travellers. Beyond, towards the mountains,

% t‘he small edifices presently to be described.
shaq Ome Turkish women were sitting veiled upon the
httley Platform opposite the Martyrs’ Mosque. Al_: a
i distance their husbands, and the servants holding
Qr;wsveg and asses, lay upon the ground, and a large
Bathe of Bedawin, boys, girls, and old women, had
atesreflnaround to beg,. draw water, and sell dry
g They were awaiting the guardian, who had
?’et acknowledged the summons. After half an

Oy : ; : :
thers Vain patience, we determined to proceed with
“Cremonies. Ascending by its steps the Mastabah

Sub ; :
me tendlng half the eastern wall, Shaykh Hamid placed

burnsio as to front the tomb. There, standing in the
0g sun, we repeated the following prayer: “Peace
of Pon Thee, O our Lord Hamzah! O Paternal-Uncle
rophlah’s Messenger! O Paternal-Uncle of Allah’s
Mllstait! Peace be upon Thee @ Paternal-Uncle of
e al Peace be upon Thee, O Prince of the Mar-
0 l:io Prince of the Happy! Peace be upon Thee,
0 of Allah! O Lion of His Prophet!”
After which, we asked Hamzah and his companions
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to lend us their aid, in obtaining for us and'ours
pardon, worldly prosperity, and future happm_ess'
Scarcely had we finished when, mounted on 2 high-
trotting dromedary, appeared the emissary of Moba™
med Khalifah, descendant of El Abbas, who keeps e
key of the Mosque, and who receives the fe€s s
donations of the devout. It was to be opened for e
Turkish pilgrims. I waited to see the interior. The
Arab drew forth from his pouch, with abun e
solemnity, a bunch of curiously made keys, and shatP
directed me to stand away from and out of sight ¢
the door. When I obeyed, grumblingly, he bega?
rattle the locks, and to snap the padlocks, Op“3m,rlg
them slowly, shaking them, and making as much nois¢
as possible. The reason of the precaution—it sour - :
like poetry if not sense—is this. It is believed the
the souls of martyrs, leaving the habitations of t}
senseless clay, are fond of sitting together in spiﬂtual
converse, and profane eye must not fall upon b
scene. What grand pictures these imaginative A% -
see! . Conceive the majestic figures of-the saints—°
the soul with Mohammedans is like the old Europ®®
spirit, a something immaterial in the shape ot
body—with long grey beards, earnest faces, and solen”
eyes, reposing beneath the palms, and discussing evEl
now buried in the gloom of a thousand years. it
I would fain be hard upon this superstition 4
shame prevents. When in Nottingham, eggs may °
be carried out after sunset; when Ireland hears Bat
shees, or apparitional old women, with streaming s

el
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:nrd dressed in blue mantles; when Scotlar.ld sees a
Whoud about a person, showing his approaching death;
0 France has her loup-garous, revenants, and
Poules ¢y Vendredi Saint (7. e. hens hatched on Good
asrl?a)’ supposed to change color every year): as long
 the Holy Coat cures devotees at Tréves, Madonnas
kg Rimini, San Januario melts at Naples, and
dd‘)lorate and Estatiche make converts to hysteria at
Onolt]e\whilst tl‘le Virgin manifests herself to children
‘Vhilhe Alps, whilst Gerfn:cu}y sends forth Psychography,
g St Europe, the civilised, the enhghtened., the
e'Dtlcal,.registers miracles by the dozen, mlracle.s
Canle."ed In even b}.f millions of l}ard-headed Ameri-
1015) whilst “Creation by Law” is scouted—1I must
. the men of El Medinah to be as wise, and
Otelr Superstition to be as respectable as that of
herg,
But the realities of Hamzah’s Mosque have little
‘®Commend them. The building i1s like that of

lap. > Only smaller; and the hypostyle is hung with oil
% PS and ostrich eggs, the usual paltry furniture of
inSCrira]-J mausoleum. On the Wal‘IS are a few .moder_n
Hhgy Plions and framed poetry, written in a caligraphic
of bl' Beneath the Riwak lies Hamzah, under a mass
m EQCk basaltic stone, resembling that of Aden, oply
Porous and scoriaceous, convex at the top, like

o 4D of earth, without the Kiswah, or cover of a
hig h: tomb, and railed round with W.ooden bars.: At
liteq lj » Or westward, lies Abdullah bin Jaysh, a name
N0Wn to fame, under a plain whitewashed tomb,
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also convex; and in the court-yard is a similar piles
erected over the remains of Shammas bin Usman, 4%
other obscure Companion. We then passed throus
a door in the northern part of the western wall, 2%
saw a diminutive palm plantation and a well. After
which we left the Mosque, and I was under the «f;%tal
necessity” of paying a dollar for the honor of entering
it. But the guardian promised that the chapters ¥
and El Ikhlas should be recited for my beneﬁt”'the
latter forty times—and if their efficacy be one-twentiet
part of what men say it is, the reader cannot quote
against me a certain popular proverb, concerning 4"
order of men easily parted from their money.

Issuing from the Mosque, we advanced a few pace®
towards the mountain. On our left we passed DY~
-at a respectful distance, for the Turkish Hajis cr€
out that their women were engaged in ablution—*%
large Sehrij or tank, built of cut stone with steps, 3%
intended to detain the overflowing waters of the t0°°
rent. The next place we prayed at was a small squar®
enclosed with dwarf whitewashed walls, containitg 5
few graves denoted by ovals of loose stones th1'n}’
spread upon the ground. This is primitive Arab sum”
plicity. The Bedawin still mark the places of thetr
dead with four stones planted at the head, the fe€b
and the sides; in the centre the earth is either heap®
up Musannam (¢ e like the hump of a camel)s gk
more generally left Musattah—level. I therefore sup”
pose that the latter was the original shape of the
Prophet’s tomb.
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Within the enclosure certain martyrs of the holy
My were buried. After praying there, we repaired
© 4 small building still nearer to the foot of the
Ountain, It is the usual cupola springing from four
“quare walls, not in the best preservation. Here the
OPhet prayed, and it is called the Kubbat el Sanaya,
Dome of the Front Teeth,” from the following cir-
Umstan e, Five infidels were bound by oath to slay
~-%hammed at the battle of Ohod: one of these, Ibn
W,um'clyyah, threw so many stones, and with such good
: 1] th'at two rings of the Prophet’s helmet were driven
Mo hi cheek, and blood poured from his brow down
> Mustachios, which he wiped with a cloak to prevent
'€ dropsg falling to the ground. Then Utbah bin Abi
o\a ka;? hurled a stone at him, which, splitting his

Ver lip, knocked out one of his front teeth. On the

¥l of the Mihrab, inserted low down in the wall, is
SQuare stone, upon which Shaykh Hamid showed
¢ the impression of a tooth: he kissed it with peculiar
“erence, and so did I But the boy Mohammed

e

jaeumg by me objurgated— for I remarked in him a
Cernty Qemeanour combined with neglectfulness 'of
in‘zmomes—saluted it sulkily, muttering the w1}1le
hims about the holiness of his birth-place exempting

from the trouble of stooping. Already he had
lli Peared at the Haram without his Jubbah, and with
0Veg;rt loins—in waistcoat anfi shirt sleeves. More-
Shy 1}{1@ had conducted him‘self m.d'eCOI‘OUSI'Y by nudging
thaty h Hamid’s sides during divine service. Feeling

€ youth’s “moral man” was, like his physical,
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under my charge, and determined to arrest a coursé
of conduct which must have ended in obtaining fof
me, the master, the reputation of a “son of Belial,”
insisted upon his joining us in the customary two-boW
prayers. And Sa’ad the Demon taking my side of the
question with his usual alacrity when a disturbance
was in prospect, the youth found it necessary to Yield‘

After this little scene, Shaykh Hamid pointed out
a sprawling inscription blessing the companions of the
Prophet. The unhappy Abubekr’s name had been half
effaced by some fanatic Shiah, a circumstance Whicl:
seemed to arouse all the evil in my companions
nature, and looking close at the wall I found a line ©
Persian verse to this effect:

“I am weary of my life (Umr), because it bears the name of Umar.”*

We English wanderers are beginning to be shamed
out of our “vulgar” habit of scribbling names aP
nonsense 'in noted spots. Vet the practice is both
classical and oriental. The Greeks and Persians leff
their marks everywhere, as Egypt shows, and the paW?
of the Sphinx bear scratches which, being interprete®
are found to be the same manner of trash as that
written upon the remains of Thebes in A.p. 1874. A{‘d
Easterns appear never to enter a building with a whit®
wall without inditing upon it platitudes in verse an
prose. Influenced by these considerations, I drew forth
a pencil and inscribed in the Kubbat el Sanaya,

% ¥, he
* In Persian characters the word Umr, life, and Umar, the name of ¢
hated caliph, are written in the same way ; which explains the pun.
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“Abdullah, the servant of Allah.”
(A. H.) 1260.

ISSuing from the dome we turned a few paces to
€ left, passed northwards, and thus blessed the Mar-
1S of Ohod:

“Peace be upon Ye, O Martyrs! Peace be upon
Ae’ O Blessed! Ye Pious! Ye Pure! who fought upon
ab’s Path the good Fight, who worshipped your

°'d until He brought you to Certainty.* Peace be

‘POr% You of whom Allah said (viz. in the Koran)
“tly repute not them slain on God’s Path @ e
ATing with Infidels); nay, rather they are alive, and
fT¢ is no Fear upon them, nor are they sorrowfull’
aga(:e be upon Ye, O Martyrs of Ohod! One and All,
d the Mercy of Allah and his Blessings.”
hen again we moved a few paces forward and
¢ sl tl}I‘Ough a similar ceremony, supposing ourselves
Whi € In the cave that sheltered the Prophet. After
o ch, returning towards the t(?rrent-bed by the way
call ame, we stood a small distance from a cupola
®d Rubbat el Masra. It resembles that of the

W,

* That is to say, ““to the hour of death.”
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“Front-teeth,” and notes, as its name proves, the placé
where the gallant Hamzah fell by the spear of Wahsht
the slave. We faced towards it and finished the
ceremonies of this Ziyarat by a Supplication, the
Testification, and the Fatihah.

In the evening I went with my friends to the
Haram. The minaret galleries were hung with lamp$
and the inside of the temple was illuminated. It Was
crowded with Hajis, amongst whom were many womer;
a circumstance which struck me from its being ub”
usual. Some pious pilgrims, who had duly paid for
the privilege, were perched upon ladders trimming
wax candles of vast dimensions, others were laying P
for themselves rewards in Paradise, by performing the
same office to the lamps; many were going through
the ceremonies of Ziyarat, and not a few were sitting
in different parts of the Mosque apparently over
whelmed with emotion. The boys and the beggal®
were inspired with fresh energy, the Aghawat wer¢
gruffer and surlier than I had ever seen them, and the
young men about town walked and talked with a freet
and an easier demeanour than usual. My old friends
the Persians—there were about 1200 of them in the
Hajj caravan—attracted my attention. The door
keepers stopped them with curses as they were about
to enter, and all claimed from each the sum of five
piastres, whilst other Moslems are allowed to enter the
Mosque free. Unhappy men! they had lost all the
Shiraz swagger, their mustachios drooped pitiably;
their eyes would not look any one in the face, a
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n‘?t 2 head bore a cap stuck upon it crookedly. When-
ine: an “Ajemi,” whatever might be his rank, stood
thruhe way of ~an Arab or a Turk, he was rudely
o St aside, with abuse muttered loud enough to be
‘Venrtd by all around. All eyes followed them :&s they
through the ceremonies of Ziyarat, especially as

\vle'y approached the tombs of Abube}ir and Omar—
tich every man is bound to defile if he can —and
Sts sul‘)posed.place of Fati@ah’s burial. Here they
Wing In parties, after praying before t‘he Prophet’s
Thngi ?W:. one read from a book th.e pathetic tale. of the
Otheys }1fe, SOITOWS, anfi mourning death,' whilst the
i 1S hSt.ened to him with breathless attention. Some-
wy S their emotion was too strong to be repressed.
Y Fatimah! Ay Mazlumah! Way! way!—O Fatimah!
6 thU ?nju.red one! Alas! alas!”—burst involuntarily
e their hl?s: despite the Qang?r of such excla.ma..~
raw’ tears trickled down their hairy cheeks, anq thel.r
1y bosoms heaved with sobs. A strange sight it

S 1o see rugged fellows, mountaineers perhaps, or
Silenﬁerc.e Iliygt of the p}ains, s'om-etirn'es weepir?g
gitls Y like children, sometimes shrieking 'hke hysteric
anq > and utterly careless .to conceal a grief so coarse
rlewglflsly, at the same t}me so true and rea}l, that I
With nc{t how to behold it. Then the Satanic scowls
t Which they passed by or pretended to pray at
heartsated Omar’s tomb! With what curses jchelr
are belying those mouths full of blessings!

0 . .
Siar:v the)’ are internally canonising Fayruz—the Per-

Slave who stabbed Omar in the Mosque—and.
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praying for his eternal happiness in the presence of
the murdered man! Sticks and stones, however, 2%
not unfrequently the knife and the sabre, have taté
them the hard lesson of disciplining their feelings, 2"
nothing but a furious contraction of the brow, & roll
of the eye, intensely vicious, and a twitching of the
muscles about the region of the mouth, denotes the
wild storm of wrath within. They generally, %
manage to discharge some part of their passion i
words. “Hail Omar Thou hog!” exclaims some fanatl®
Madani as he passes by the heretic—a demand mor®
outraging than requiring a red-hot, black-north Protes
tant to bless the Pope. “O Allah! %e// him!” meek
responds the Persian, changing the benediction ford
curse most intelligible to, and most delicious in;
fellows’ ears. I have heard of a Persian being beﬁfc_erl
to death, because instead of saying “Peace be “’l_g,)
Thee, Ya Omar,” he insisted upon saying “Peac® 2~
with Thee, Ya Humar (O ass!)” A favorite trick iS,'O
change Razi Allahu anhu—May Allah be satisfied with
him!—to Razi Allahu Aan. This last word is not ™
be found in Richardson, but any “Luti” from Sh_lraL
or Isfahan can make it intelligible to the curiot
linguist.

An evening hour in the steamy heat of the
was equal to half a dozen afternoons; and I le
solved never to revisit it till the Hajj departed fro
El Medinah. It was only prudent not to see much ©
the Ajamis; and as I did so somewhat ostentﬁ»tiously :

my companions discovered that the Shaykh Abdulla?
. z:

Hara?
ft it 7€
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having slain many of those heretics in some war or

Other, Was avoiding them to escape retaliation, Tn

&Toof of my generalistic qualities, the l'Ollil.lg. d(‘)WH. of

ine Water jar upon the heads of the Maghribi pllgrllns

o ftihe “Golden Thread” was quoted, and all offered
ght for me 3 Poutrance.

I took care not to contradict the report.

A7,
oo 220 Meding. il
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(CHEA AT IR VLI

The People of El Medinah.

Er MepiNaH contains but few families desceﬂded
from the Prophet’s Auxiliaries. I heard only of fout
whose genealogy is undoubted. These were,—

. The Bayt el Ansari, or descendants of AbY
Ayyub a most noble race whose tree ramifies throtg"
a space of 1500 years. They keep the keys of the
Kuba Mosque, and are Imams in the Haram, but the
family is no longer wealthy or powerful. !

2. The Bayt Abi Jud: they supply the Haram with
Imams and Muezzins. I was told that there are 10%
but two surviving members of this family, a boy 2"
a girl.

The Bayt el Sha’ab, a numerous race. Som¢ 9
the members travel professionally, others trade, &°
others are employed in the Haram.

4. The Bayt el Karrani, who are mostly en
In COMIMEICE.

There is also a race called el Nakhawilah,
according to some, are descendants of the ABS? v
whilst others derive them from Yezid, the sO” e
Muawiyah: the latter opinion is improbable, 25 i
Caliph in question was a mortal foe to Ali’s famnils)
which is inordinately venerated by these people:

f

ganed

who;

b5
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far 45 1 could ascertain, they abuse the Shaykhayn
( .bUbekr and Omar): all my informants agreed upon
'S point, but none could tell me why they neglected
L0 ‘bedevil Osman, the third object of hatred to the
hial, persuasion. They are numerous and warlike,
flft they are despised by the townspeople, because
€Y openly profess heresy, and are moreover of low de-
Stee. T hey have their own priests and instructors, al-
% 10ugh subject to the orthodox Kazi, marry in their own
;reft, i confined to humble offices, such as slaughter-
& animals, sweeping, and gardening, and are not
jie(c)lwed to enter the Haram during life, nor to be car-
% 1o it after death. Their corpses are taken down
M outer street called the Darb el Jenazah—Road of
'15—t0 their own cemetery near El Baki’a. They
'ess ang speak Arabic, like the townspeople; but the
Aralg pretend to distinguish them by a peculiar look
enoting their degradation: it is doubtless the mistake
effect for cause, made about all such

““Tribes of the wandering foot and weary breast.”

A number of reports are current about the horrid
Wli)srtr?ms (?f these pe(?ple, .anFl their community of
the ten with the Persian pilgrims w’vho pass through
fon Own. Tt need scarcely be ?,aud that such tales

Mg from the mouths of fanatic foes are never to

e . : 3
redited, 1 regret not having had an opportunity

i €Ccome intimate with any of the Nakhawilah, from

M Oin Curious information might be elicited. Orthodox

0§ - ;
S€ms  do not like to be questioned about such
Lo
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hateful subjects; when I attempted to learn something
from one of my acquaintance, Shaykh Ula el Din, ©
a Kurd family, settled at El Medinah, a man who ha ;
travelled over the East, and who spoke five languag®”
to perfection, he coldly replied that he never consort

with heretics.

Sayyids and Sherifs*, the descendants of the
Prophet, here abound. The Benti Husayn of El M€
dinah have their head-quarters at Suwayrkiyah: the
former place contains six or seven families; the lattel
ninety-three or ninety-four. Anciently they were muCh.
more numerous, and such was their power, that for
centuries they retained charge of the Prophet’s Tomb:
They subsist principally upon their Amlak, prope}'ty
in land, for which they have title-deeds extendil®
back to Mohammed’s day, and Aukaf, religious be-
quests; popular rumour accuses them of frequent
murders for the sake of succession. At El Mediﬂﬁh_
they live chiefly at the Hosh Ibn Sa’ad, a settlement
outside the town and south of Darb el Jenazah. Ther
is, however, no objection to their dwelling within th,e
walls, and they are taken to the Haram after death;
there be no evil report against the individual. The!
burial-place is the Baki’a cemetery. The reason °

* In Arabia the Sherif is the descendant of Hasan through his twO Sonfl;
Zayd and Hasan el Musanna : the Sayyid is the descendant of Hosayn thr0§‘5r_
Zayn el Abidin, the sole of twelve children who survived the fatal field of ]\en‘
bela. The former devotes himself to government and war, the latter to lear
ing and religion. In Persia and India, the Sherif is the son of a Sayyid WO )‘i_.;
and a common Moslem. The Sayyid ‘‘Nejib el Taraf” (noble on oné Sl‘}% s
the son of a Sayyid father and a common Moslemah. The Sayyid “Nejt
Tarafayn” (noble on both sides) is one whose parents are both Sayyids.
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this toleration is, that some are supposed to be Sunni,

- Orthodox, and even the most heretical keep their
“Rafy» (heresy) a profound secret. Most learned
Arahg believe that they belong, like the Persians, to
'€ sect of Ali ; the truth, however, is so vaguely known,
th_at I could find out none of the peculiarities of their
4th, i1l T met a Shirazi friend at Bombay.

The Bent Husayn are spare dark men of Bedawi
“PDearance, and they dress in the old Arab style still
Hlecteq by the Sherifs, a Kufiyah (kerchief) on the

‘ad, and 5 Benish, a long and wide-sleeved garment
resembIing our magicians’ gown, thrown over the white
“Otton R amis (shirt): in public they always carry swords,
Slen When others leave weapons at home. There
€ about 200 families of Sayyid Alawiyah, who are

“Scendants of Ali by any of his wives but Fatimah ;
¥ bear no distinctive mark in dress or appearance,
?nd are either employed at the temple or engage in
ade.  of the Khalifiyyah, or posterity of Abbas,
I am told, but one household, the Bayt el

who act as Imams in the Haram, and have
'Charge of Hamzah’s tomb. Some declare that there
C}re 4 few of the Siddikiyah, or descendants from
;\;]bUI_)ekr; others ignore them, and none could give me
Y mformation about the Bent Najjar.

he rest of the population of El Medinah is a
inot €Y race composed of offshoo?s from every nation
o ] Islam, The sanctity of the city 'attracts strangers
05 Purposing to stay but a short time, become resi-
RUE after finding some employment, they marry,

there 1s
b

Khal lfah 1
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have families, die, and are buried there with an €y¢
to the spiritual advantages of the place. I was much
importuned to stay at El Medinah. The only knq\\’ﬂ
physician was one Shaykh Abdullah Sahib, an Indiar
a learned man, but of so melancholic a tempemmeﬂt’
and so ascetic in his habits, that his knowledge “’a?
entirely lost to the public. “Why dost thou nob
said my friends, “hire a shop somewhere near th€
Prophet’s Mosque? There thou wilt eat bread by thY
skill, and thy soul will have the blessing of being On_
holy ground.” Shaykh Nur also opined after a 51101"[
residence at El Medinah that it was “bara jaﬁnatl
Shahr,” a “very heavenly City,” and little would hav®
induced him to make it his home.

The present ruling race at El Medinah, in co%
sequence of political vicissitudes, are the “Sufat,” sons
of Turkish fathers by Arab mothers. These hall"
castes are now numerous, and have managed to sect®
the highest and most lucrative offices. Besides 11“1‘5’
there are families originally from the Maghrib, Takruri®
Egyptians 1 in considerable numbers, settlers from yeme?
and other parts of Arabia, Syrians, Kurds, Afgha?®

Daghistanis from the Caucasus, and a few ]awls/
Java Moslems. The Sindis, I was told, reckon abo!
100 families, who are exceedingly - desplsed for their
cowardice and want of manliness, whilst the Baloc”
and the Afghan are respected. The Indians are nol
SO numerous in proportion here as at Meccalh; sti]
Hindostani is by no means uncommonly heard 1D the
streets. They preserve their peculiar costume; the
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Women persisting in showing their faces, and in wear-
g tight, exceedingly tight, pantaloons. This, together
With other reasons, secures for them the contempt of
the Arabs. At El Medinah they are generally small
\ OPkeepers, especially druggists and sellers of Kumash

'Y goods), and they form a society of their own. The
“ible cases of misery and starvation which so com-
Monly gecyr among the improvident Indians at Jeddah
A Meccah are here rare.

. The Hanafi school holds the first rank at El Me-
dlnah’ as in most parts of El Islam, although many of
El}e Citizens, and almost all the Bedawin, are Shafeis.

1€ reader will have remarked with astonishment that
A one of the fountain-heads of the faith, there are
“&veral races of schismatics, the Beni Husayn, the

04 Ali, and the Nakhawilah. At the town of Safra
"1€re are said to be a number of the Zuyud* schis-
matiCS, who visit El Medinah, and have settled in
oree at Meccah, and some declare that the Bayazi**
SeCt also exists.

The citizens of El Medinah are a favoured ralGey
althollgh their city is not, like Meccah, the grand mart

of

T the Moslem world or the meeting-place of nations.
~hey Pay no taxes, and reject the idea of a “Miri,” or

Emd‘Cess, with extreme disdain. “Are we, the children
of the Prophet,” they exclaim, “to support or to be

<« Plura] of Zaydi. These are well known schismatics of the Shiah persua-

’*W]:”) abound in Southern Arabia. 3 s

Said, |, lljc Bayazi sect ﬂ(_mrishes near Muscatt whose Tmam or Prince, it is

‘up(;,.;:]_-(mgs to the heretical persuasion. It rejects Osman, and advocates the
1ty of Omar over the other two Caliphs.
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supported?” The Wahhabis, not . understanding th'e
argument, taxed them, as was their wont, in specte
and in kind, for which reason the very name of thos¢
Arab Puritans is an abomination. As has before been
shown, all the numerous attendants at the Mosque ar¢
paid partly by the Sultan, partly by Aukaf, the renfs
of houses and lands bequeathed to the shrine, and
scattered over every part of the Moslem world. When
a Madani is inclined to travel, he applies to the Madir
el Haram, and receives from him a paper which €n”
titles him to the receipt of a considerable sum at Co™
stantinople. The “Ikram?” (honorarium), as it is called;
varies with the rank of the recipient, the citizens being
divided into these four orders, viz.

First and highest: the Sadat (Sayyids) and Imams
who are entitled to 12 purses, or about 6o/ Of these
there are said to be 300 families.

The Khanahdan, who keep open house and receive
poor strangers gratis. Their Ikram amounts to 8 purses
and they number from 100 to 150 families.

The Ahali’ (burghers) or Madani properly speaking
who have homes and families, and were born in El
Medinah. They claim 6 purses.

The Mujawirin, strangers, as Egyptians or Indian’
settled at, though not born in, El Medinah, Thelr
honorarium is 4 purses.

The Madani traveller, on arrival at Constantinopl®
reports his arrival to his consul, the Wakil el Hara:
mayn. This “Agent of the two Holy Places” appli€s
to the Nazir el Aukaf, or “Intendant of Bequests;” the
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| =0y :
atter, after transmitting the demand to the different

Cers of the treasury, sends the money to the Wakil,
inlo delivers it to the applicant. This gift is some-
ivles Squandered in pleasure, more often profitably

¢Sted either in merchandise or in articles of home-
| ©5 Presents of dress and jewellery for the women;
Sillr:ctisome arms, esp.ecmll-y p1stol§ and Balas (yataghans), ;

assels, amber pipe-pieces, slippers, and embroidered
S:]ishes' They are packed up in one or two ]a.rge
arahs, and then commences the labor of returning
Wc}’lme gratis. Besides the Ikram, most o.f the Madani,

D upon these begging trips, are received as guests
8f€at men at Constantinople. The citizens whose |
it i not to travel, await the Aukaf and Sadakat
Quests and alms), forwarded every year by the
AMascys caravan ; besides which, as has been before

exXpla; :
Xplamed, the Haram supplies even those not officially

tuy

(b

Ployed in it with many perquisites.

Withoyg these advantages El Medinah would soon
5 bandoned to cultivators and Bedawin. Though
Em‘nerce is here honorable, as everywhere in the

Dfesf’ business is “slack,” because the higher classes
) er t'he idleness of administering their landed estates,
Gig belng servants to the Mosqt.te. I he’ard of only
s ®Spectable houses, El Isawi, El Sha’ab, Abd el

Vad, and a family from El Shark (the Eastern
neéglon). They all deal in grain, C;lOth, and provisions,
on Perhaps the richest have a capital of 20,000 dOHé‘ll‘S.
bet‘:"ans in the cold weather are constantly passing
®n El Medinah and Egypt, but they are rather
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traders
dah DY
a pOl't

bodies of visitors to Constantinople than
travelling for gain. Corn is brought from Jed
{1land, and imported into Yambw’ or vid El Rais,
 on the Red Sea, one day and a half’s journey ﬁ'qm
Safra. There is an active provision trade with the
neighbouring Bedawin, and the Syrian Hajj supph®®
the citizens with apparel and articles of hL\’Ury/t(?t
bacco, dried fruits, sweetmeats, knives, and all that »
included under the word “notions.” ’
There are few store-keepers, and their dealing® A
petty, because articles of every kind are brought fuoft
Tgypt, Syria, and Constantinople. As a general f‘}le’
labour is exceedingly expensive, and at the V. isitatio?

time a man will demand fifteen or twenty piastres
from a stranger for such a trifling job as mending &
umbrella. Handicraftsmen and artisans—cal‘penters"
masons, locksmiths, potters, and others— are eithei
slaves or foreigners, mostly Egyptians. This pl’OCee
partly from the pride of the people. They are taug”
from their childhood that the Madani is a favore

being, to be respected however vile or schismatic, an)

that the vengeance of Allah will fall upon any (fn
| who ventures to abuse, much more to strike M2
They receive a stranger ‘at the shop window with Fhe
haughtiness of Pashas, and take pains to show o
by words as well as by looks, that they consider theﬂ‘l‘
selves as “good gentlemen as the king, only not ¢
rich.” Added to this pride are indolence, and thre
true Arab prejudice, which, even in the present day,
prevents a Bedawi from marrying the daughter of2
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?;tlsan' Like Castilians, they copsider labor humiliat-
&u%hto any but a slave; nor is this, as a clever Fr-ench
Sinc:r remarks, by any means an unrea.sonable 1dea,
T Heaven, to punish man for dlsobedlence‘, caused
Besidto eat da{ly bread by the sweat of his brow.
‘ﬂnd'es’ there zs degrad.atlon, moral and physical, in
o work compared with the freedom of the desert.
Cllii 100111. and the file do not conserve courtesy an'd

alry like the sword and spear—man “extends his
uong“e,” to use an Arab phrase, when a 'cuff and not
)r::l.b 1s to be the consequence of an injurious ex-
Slon, Even the ruffian becomes polite in the “Far

q ©St,” where his brother-ruffian carries a revolver, and

10se European nations who were most polished when

ivrfcrz gfe_n.tltema'm wore a rapier, have become the rudest
Civilisation disarmed them.

& ‘.‘1 Medinah is not a cheap place. Yet the citizens,

Pite their being generally in debt, manage to live

W
reH Their cookery, like that of Meccah, has bor-
Oweq

ang Something fror'n Egypt, Turkey, Syr'ia, Persia,
of o nfila; as all Orientals they are exceedingly fond
o arified butter. I have seen the boy Mf)ham?med
Wary off pearly a.tumbler. full, alth‘ough his friends
o led him that it would make him as.fat as an
; Phant, When a man cannot enjoy clarified butter
€€ countries, it is considered a sign that his
lnelaach i?, out of order; and all x_ny excuses_ @it £
Play rtlchohc temperament were ]'C(.llllred to be' in full
; O prevent the infliction of fried meat swimming

Stease, or that guest-dish, rice saturated with melted

.

StOm
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”»
—perhaps I should say—rancid butter. The “Sam?
of El Hejaz, howeyer, is often fresh, being bl‘Ough.t 2
by the Bedawin; it has not the foul flavor derive
from the old and impregnated skin-bag which dist™’
guishes the “ghi” of India.

The house of a Madani in good circumstance
comfortable, for the building is substantial, and th°
attendance respectable. Black slave-girls here perfor ]
the complicated duties of servant-maids in Englat®
they are taught to sew, to cook, and to wash, besid®®
sweeping the house and drawing water for domesti®
use.. Hasinah (the “Charmer,” a decided misnome”
costs from $40 to $50: if she be a mother, her value

s 15

1is less, but neat-handedness, propriety of demeanot”

; oL e : - 0
and skill in feminine accomplishments, raise her

$ 100=25/. ‘A little black boy, perfect in all his pOintSf
-and tolerably intelligent, costs about 1000 piastr€®’
Jgirls are dearer, and eunuchs fetch double that su™
The older the children become, the more their valt®
diminishes, and no one would purchase, save unde’
axceptional circumstances, an adult slave, because e
is never parted with but for some incurable vice. T8¢
Abyssinian, mostly Galla, girls, so much prized becatts®
their skins are always cool in the hottest weather, 25°
heresrare; they seldom sell for less than 20/, and they
often fetch 60/ I never heard of a Jariyah Bayza, a
white slave girl, being in the market at El Medinal’
in Circassia they fetch from 100/ to 4007 prime cosh
and few men in El Hejaz could afford so expensive 2
luxury. The bazar at El Medinah is poor, and, =
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almost al
Jallgy,
the to

I the slaves are brought from Meccah by the
» or drivers, after exporting the best to Egypt,
Wn receives only the refuse.
Strag he personal appearance of the Mada.ni makes the
8€r wonder how this mongrel population of settlers
nifnacquired a peculiar and alr.nost an Arab physiog-
Climy' They are remarkably fair, t‘he effect of.a cold
ang ite; sometimes the cheeks are lighted up with red,
he hair is a dark chestnut—at El Medinah T was
! Stared at'as a white man. The cheeks and dif-
Ot parts of the children’s bodies are sometimes
st:irked with Mashali or TashTih, not the three 1kon.g
thrges of the Meccans, but little scars generally in
€. In some points they approach very near the

tr 4 . ‘
1€ Ara, type, that is to say, the Bedawin of ancient

ang

sail] Noble family. The cheek-bones are high and
a

: Nt, the eye small, more round than long, piercing,
hea}(’f deep-set, and brown rather than black. The
i IS dolicho-cephalic, the ears well-cut, the face
Og‘OVal, not unfrequently disfigured by what is
boilﬂarly called the “lantern-jaw;” the forehead high, '
lls)t’ ) bl'.oad and slightly retreating, and the beard and
e aCh_IOS scanty, consisting of two tufts upon the
i With, generally speaking, little or no WhlSk?r.
ang elare the points of resemblance bet\.veen the city
maﬂtle Country Arab. The difference is qua}ly re-
DUre;able' The temperament of the‘Madam 1s'n‘0t
I&rgey neryous, like that of the Bedawin, but admits a
lym had.mlxture of the bilious and, though rarely, the
Phatje, The cheeks are fuller, the jaws project
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farther than in the pure race, the lips are more ﬁesh)t’
more sensual and ill-fitting, the features are broadeh
and the limbs are stouter and more bony. The beal’ﬂ
15 a little thicker, and the young Arabs of the towr>
are beginning to imitate the Turks in that abomma:
tion to their ancestors—shaving. Personal vanity aﬂ
ways a ruling passion among Orientals, and a hop®
less wish to emulate the flowing beards of the T urks
and the Persians— perhaps the only nations in the
world who ought not to shave the chin——have OYer‘
ruled even the religious objections to such innovatio™
I was more frequently appealed to at El Medinah tha"
anywhere else, for some means of removing the oF
probrium “Kusah” or scant-bearded man. TheY
blacken the beard with gall-nuts, henna, and Oth?r
preparations, especially the Egyptian mixture, C.‘)nr
posed of sulphate of iron one part, ammoniure of i
one part and gall-nuts two parts, infused in eight part?
of distilled water. It is a very bad dye.

Much refinement of dress is now found at El Me‘
dinah, Constantinople, the Paris of the East, supply®
(it with the newest fashions. Respectable men Wejﬂ
either a Benish or a Jubbah; the latter, as at Mecca
is -generally of some light and flashy color, gamb08®
yellow, tender green, or bright pink. _This is the Si8”
of a “dressy” man in other countries. If you haveé ¢
single coat, it should be of some modest colour, 25 #
dark violet; to appear always in the same tender g‘fee,n’
or bright pink, would excite derision. But the Hejaz*
poor and rich, always prefer these tulip tints.
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Prope; B
M try)
ClaSSes

adan, or long coat without sleeves, still worn
Yy Arab countries, is here confined to the lowest
Basls, That ugliest of I'lead~dresses, the red Tunisian
havé ?alled Saiarhushietns chh used, only the Arabs
) t0o great regard for their eyes and faces to wear
t’a'czs the Turks do, without a turban. It is .with‘regret
One sees the most graceful head-gear imaginable,
; i Kuﬁyah and the A’akal, proscribed except amongst
’Sherifs and the Bedawin.
i The women dress, like the men, handsomely. ¥n~
'S they wear, I am told, a Sudayriyah, or boddice
W icahCO and other stuffs3 like the Choli of India,
sty C Supports the bosom without tl}c ev1.ls of Europea}n
Over this is a Saub, or white shirt, of the thin
led Halaili or Burunjuk, with enormous sleeves,
Owing down to the feet: the Sarwal or pantaloons
0t wide, like the Egyptiang’, but rather tight, ap-
) Aching to the Indian cut, without its exaggeration.
Mi{Oad, they throw over the. head a silk or a cotton
< h, generally chequered white and blue. The
iy ra) (face-veil), all over El Hejaz, is white, a decided
A ,)Ov?ment in point of cleanliness upon the “nose-
the of Egypt. Women of all ranks dye Flle.soles and‘
the Ii)al?ﬂs of the hands black, and trace thin lines down
he nzSIde of the ﬁng(?rs, by first applying a )I,)laster of
it 1and then a mixture, ca}led “Sha@ar, of gall-
i pl’aé um., and lime. The h.znr, pzu.'ted in the cerlltre,
Of orlted Into about twenty little tw.lsts called Jadilah,
Naments, as usual among Orientals, they have
i Variety, ranging from brass and spangles to gold

S,
S Cal
and fl
dre

Pro
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and precious stones; and they delight in strong ‘Pel—
fumes,—musk, civet, ambergris, ottar of fose, il ©
jasmine, aloe-wood, and extract of cinnamon. BOF
sexes wear Constantinople slippers. The women dra‘f’
on Khuff, inner slippers, of bright yellow Jeathe?
serving for socks, and covering the ancle, with Papus’
of the same material, sometimes lined with velvet &2
embroidered with a gold sprig under the hollow of the
foot. In mourning the men show no differenceé °
dress, like good Moslems, to whom such display .O
grief is forbidden. But the women, who cannot dis
sociate the heart and the toilette, evince their SOTrO“_r
by wearing white clothes and by doffing their Orn%’
ments. ‘This is a modern custom: the accurate But¢ y
hardt informs us that in his day the women of El Me
dinah did not wear mourning. .
The Madani generally appear abroad on foot. Fe‘e
animals are kept here, on account, I suppose, of %
expense of feeding them. The Cavalry are mount'eh
on poor Egyptian nags. The horses ridden by ¢
men are generally Nejdi, costing from %200 to & 306'
. Camels are numerous, but those bred in El Hejaz &*°
| small, weak, and consequently little prized. Dro™ i
daries of good breed, called Ahrar (the noble) aﬂd
Na’amani, from the place of that name, are to b€ i
for any sum between 10 and $400; they ar
minutive but exceedingly swift, sure-footed, sagado1 :
thoroughbred, with eyes like the antelopes, and mu#? Z
that would almost enter a tumbler. Mules aré 5
found at El Medinah, although popular pl'eJudlc

us
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i?;s not now forbid the people to mount them. Asses
g00§ fro.m Egypt and Meccah:'I am told that some
cert . dmimals are to pe found in the town, and that
ne 0 ignoble Bedawi clans have a fine breed, but I
T saw any,

s Oit beasts intended for food, only the sheep is com-
tin; I this part of El Hejaz. There are thrge dis-
on, breeds.. The larger animal comes frqm .Nejd and
th the Anizah Bedawin, who drive a flourishing trade;
COmsmaller 1s a native of the country. Both are the
fat tm'On Arab species, of a tawny cplour, with a long
is o "1“1- Occasionally one meets with “‘rhat at Aden
\Wa led the Berberah sheep, a totally different beast,

e, with a black broad face, a dew-lap, and a
it It fat tail, that looks as if twisted up into a knot:
are ras doubtless irftroduced by the Persians. Cov&.fs
o siare at El Medinah. Beef throughout the East is
Wil ered‘an unwhol?some foog, and the Bedawin
the enot drink cow’s milk, preferring that of the ca'mel,
i SCQWe: and the goat. The ﬂesh of thg latter animal
ClaSseZCEIy ever eaten in the city, except by the poorest

WhaThe Manners of the Madani are graver and some-
Who More pompous than those of any Arabs with

Toweq : ever n}ixed. This they appear to. have bcgr—
ang fom their rulers, the ’.I‘urks. But th.elr.austerlty
in ancereﬂlomousness are skin-deep. In intimacy or
SCreg, Iif_fr the garb qf politeness is throwx} off, and the
Dhagj, g Arab voice, the voluble, copious, and em-

ar,. 3buse, and the mania for gesticulation, return
ca N Negina. Ui -
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in all their deformity. They are great talkers, as the

following little trait shows. When a man is oppos®
to more than his match in disputing or bargaining in-
stead of patiently saying to himself, S'il crache il €
mort, he interrupts the adversary with a «GSall’ ala
/[ Mohammed,”—Bless the Prophet. Every good Mosle™
is obliged to obey such requisition by respondit®
“Allahumma salli alayh,”—O Allah bless him! But the
Madani curtails the phrase to “A’n,” supposing i
be an equivalent, and proceeds in his loquacity. Tl.le?,
perhaps the baffled opponent will shout out «Wahhid
Z. e. “Attest the unity of the Deity;” when, instead ©
employing the usual religious phrases to assert that

dogma, he will briefly ejaculate “Al,” and hurry o
with the course of conversation. As it may be sup”

posed, these wars of words frequently end in Violent
quarrels; for, to do the Madani justice, they ar¢ o
ways ready to fight. The desperate old feud betwee?
the “Juwwa” and the “Barra”—the town and t,le
suburbs—has been put down with the greatest dif
ficulty. The boys, indeed, still keep it up, tum’,n;g
out in bodies and making determined onslaughts with
sticks and stones. d
It is not to be believed that in a town garrisor‘,e1
by Turkish troops, full of travelled traders, and Whlc;
supports itself by plundering Hajis, the primitive virtte
of the Arab could exist. The Meccans, a dark PeOPI?’
say of the Madani, that their hearts are black a5 thElI’; g
skins are white. This is of course exaggerated}

G o . &
it is not too much to assert that pride, pugnacity’
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Peeyliay point of honour, and a vindictiveness of won-
trefful force and patience, are the only characteristic

Ats of Arah character which the citizens of El Me-
thah habitually display. Here you meet with scant
“Maing of the chivalty of the desert. A man will
.U5¢ his guest, even though he will not dine without
M, and would protect him bravely against an enemy.
Whic Words often pass lightly between individufds
0 suffice to cause a blood feud amongst Bedawin,
1 The outward appearance of decorum is conspicuous
Ongst the Madani. There are no places where
OTinthiang dwell, as at Meccah, Cairo, and Jeddah,

= Ultery, if detected, would be punished by lapidation

o tding to the rigour of the Koranic law, and simple
Moraljty by religious stripes, or) if of repeated oc-

S:ﬁenCe, by expulsion from the city. But scandgls
grea?m Occur, and the women, I am told, behave with
Dley decency. Aproad, t.hey bave ’.[he uSL’l’étll Moslem
Gl SHFE'S (?f marriage, lyings-in, Circumcision-feasts,
thel}; VISItatIOIl.S, and fun‘erals. At home, they employ
SColdS'EIVeS with domestic matters, and. especially. in
tio g “Hasinah” and “Za’afaran.” In th.IS occupa-
X '€y surpass even the notable English hou'se~
2 DL of the middle orders of society—the latter being
Arabnled to “knagging” at her slavey, whereas the
lay ady is allowed an unbounded extent of vocabu-
aCcL.l eAt Shaykh- Hamid’s house, however, I cannot

the women of
“Swearing into strong shudders

The immortal gods who heard them.”
T
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They abused the black girls with unction, but withott
any violent expletives. At Meccah, however, the ©
\1ady in whose house I was living would, when €%
_cited by the melancholy temperament of her eldes
son and his irregular hours of eating, scold him i1 the
grossest terms, not unfrequently ridiculous in the €%
treme. For instance, one of her assertions was that
he—the son—was the offspring of an immoral mothers
which assertion, one might suppose, reflected not 1
directly upon herself. So in Egypt I have frequenlfy
heard a father, when reproving his boy, address e
by “O dog, son of a dog!” and “O spawn of an 1"

fidel—of a Jew—of a Christian!”

Amongst the men of El Medinah I remarked
considerable share of hypocrisy. Their mouths were

as full of religious salutations, exclamations, and hact”

neyed quotations from the Koran, as of indecency 2
vile abuse—a point in which they resemble the Lel
sians. As before observed, they preserve their 1€
tion as the sons of a holy city by praying only !
public. At Constantinople they are by no means X
markable for sobriety. Intoxicating liquors, especi? 1)"
Raki, are made in El Medinah, only by the Tz
the citizens seldom indulge in this way at home 2
detection by smell is imminent among a people
water-bibbers. ;
The Madani are, like the Meccans, a curious o1
ture of generosity and meanness, of profuseness 40
penuriousness. But the former quality is the result 9
ostentation, the latter is a characteristic of the Semiti®

putﬂ‘
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race, Jong ago made familiar to Europe by the Hebrew,

€ citizens will run deeply in debt, expecting a good
*€a50n of devotees to pay off their liabilities, or relying
Pon the pext begging trip to Turkey; and such a
proceeding, contrary to the custom of the Moslem
Vorld, i5 hot condemned by public opinion. Above
:llllothe_ir gualities, personal cor}ceit is remarkable: the'zy

W it in their strut, in their looks, and almost in
& word “T ar such A one, the son of such a
e s g common expletive, especially in times of
ger; and this spirit is not wholly to be condemned,
Bt Certainly acts as an incentive to gallant actions.
éxut it'Often excites them to vie with one another in

Pensive entertainments and similar vanities. The

(7 5 % .
Pression, so offensive to English ears, “Inshallah

W}Lil‘:r‘"i”~1’lease God, to-morrow—always said about
at sk

ould be done to-day, is here common as in
SYDt or in India. This procrastination belongs more
N tiss to all Orientals. But Arabia especially abounds
relj € “Tawakkal al’ Allah, ya Shaykh!”—Place thy
0ce ypon Allah, O Shaykh!— enjoined when a
1 shoylq depend upon his own exertions. Upon
the Whole, however, though alive to the infirmities of
adani character, I thought favourably of it, find-
’nanﬁmong this people more of the_redeer.ning point,
an,  D€ss, than in most eastern mations with whom i}
3Cquainted,
“Sualhe Arabs, like the Egypt'ians, all marry. Yet, as
Suby. they are hard and facetious upon that ill-treated
JeCt\matrimony. It has exercised the brain of their




166 A PILGRIMAGE TO MECCA AND MEDINA.

wits and sages, who have not failed to indite notablé
things concerning it. Saith “Harikar el Hakim” (D0
minie Do-all) to his nephew Nadan (Sir Witless), who™
he would dissuade from taking to himself a Wifé
“Marriage is joy for a month and sorrow for a lifes
and the paying of settlements and the breaking ©
back (z e. under the load of misery), and the liste?”
Ing to a woman’s tongue!” And again, we have
verse —

“They said ‘Marry!’ I replied, ‘Far be it from me
To take to my bosom a sackful of snakes
I am free—why then become a slave ?
May Allah never bless womankind 1’

And the following lines are generally quoted, as afford-
ing a kind of bird’s-eye view of female existence:—

““From 10 (years of age) unto zo,
A repose to the eyes of beholders.
From 20 unto 30,

Still fair and full of flesh.

From 30 unto 4o,

A mother of many boys and girls.

From 40 unto 50,

An old woman of the deceitful.

From 50 unto 6o,

Slay her with a kmfe

From 60 unto 70,

The curse of Allah upon them, one and all !”

Another popular couplet makes a most unsupported
assertion—

““They declare womankind to be heaven to man,
I say, ‘Allah! give me Jehannum, and not thh heaven.”

Yet the fair sex has the laugh on its side, for these
railers, at El Medinah as at other places, 1nvar12‘by
marry.
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The ceremony is tedious and expensive. It begins
! 2 Khitbah or betrothal: the father of the young
an I€pairs to the parent or guardian of the girl, and
the end of his visit exclaims, “The Fatihah! we beg

Your kindness your daughter for our son.” Should

“ie Other be favourable to the proposal, his reply is,
VelCOme and congratulation to you: but we must

c;r Orm ‘Istikharah” (religious lot-casting); and when

Inelsent 15 given, both pledge themselves to the agree-

3 0t by reciting the Fatihah. Then commence ne-

SOUations ahout the Mahr or sum settled upon the
nd?;* and after the smoothing of this difficulty follow
tings of friends and relatives, male and female,

¢ Marriage itself is called Akd el Nikah or Ziwaj.

NValimah or banquet is prepared by the father of the .

e (gl‘oom) at his own house, and the Kazi attends

eiPerOrm‘ the nuptial ceremony, the girl’s consent

‘Vh:g Obtained tl?ro.ugh her Wakil, any male relatl.on

gre;tn she commissions to act for .her‘." Th'en, with

(brid Pomp and circumstance, the 1§‘1;M1,smvxs1ts 1}15 Args_@h

Cessie) at her father’s house;. and finally, with a pro-
rOHOH and sundry ceremonies at the Haram, she is

8ht to her new home. :

o Ar.ab funerals are as simple as theﬁir mzjtrriages_are
"blicated. Neither Naddabah (myriologist or hired
/> nor indeed any female, even a relation, is

at burials as in other parts of the Moslem

Wit}

0
at

T

%
4 . ek B . ;

Sun, . l\mo“g Tespectable citizens 400 doliars would be considered a fair average

Mope, - XPense of the ceremony would be about half. This amount of ready

I Jigs 159%) not being always procurable, many of the Madani marry late
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world, and it is esteemed disgraceful for a man €
weep aloud. The Prophet, who doubtless had heard
of those pagan mournings, where an effeminate ao
unlimited display of woe was often terminated DY
licentious excesses, like the Christian’s hatlf-heatﬂ'len
“wakes,” forbad aught beyond a decent demonstratio?
of grief. And his strong good sense enabled him t©
see through the vanity of professional mourners.
El Medinah the corpse is interred shortly after de:
‘cease. The bier is carried through the streets at *
moderate pace, by friends and relatives, these bringité
up the rear. Every man who passes lends his should€”
for a minute, a mark of respect to the dead, and 2150
considered a pious and a prayerful act. Arrived at
the Haram, they carry the corpse in visitation to the
Prophet’s window, and pray over it at Osman’s nic'he'
Finally, it is interred after the usual Moslem fashio®
in the cemetery El Baki’a. :
El Medinah, though pillaged by the Wahhabis, still
abounds in books. Near the Haram are two M#
drasah or colleges—the Mahmudiyah, so cdlled fro™
Sultan Mahmud, and that of Bashir Agha: both ha®
large stores of theological and other works. I 2159
heard of extensive private collections, particularly °
one belonging to the Nejib el Ashraf, or chief of the
Sherifs, a certain Mohammed Jamal el Layl, whos€
father is well known in India. Besides which, there
a large Wakf or bequest of books presented to fhe
Mosque or entailed upon particular families. e
celebrated Mohammed Ibn Abdillah el Sannusi D#°
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*moved his collection, amounting it is said to 8000
solumes, from FI Medinah to his house in Jebel K-
4Ys at Meccah.
lie The burial-place of the Prophet therefore, no longer
S Open to the charge of utter ignorance brought
aga.ln’St it by my predecessor* The people now praise
°It Olema for learning, and boast a superiority in
*SPect of science over Meccah, Yet many students
‘ave the place for Damascus and Cairo, where the
‘Wak Bl Haramayn (College of the Two Shrines) in
the Azhar Mosque-University is always crowded, and
fuﬁugh Umar Effendi boasted to me that his city was
i of lore, he did mot appear the less anxious to
Ofelld the lectures of Egyptian professors. But none
1y informants claimed for E1 Medinah any facilities
Studying other than the purely religious sciences.
al 110SOphy, medicine, arithmetic, mathematics, and
g_Ebra cannot be learnt here. I was careful to in-
duire about the occult sciences, remembering that Pa-
acel?US had travelled in Arabia, and that the Count
c:g 10stro (Giuseppe Balsamo), who claimed the Mec-
en lsherif as his father, asserted that about a.D. 1765
S ad studied alchemy at El Medinah. The only
Mae' I could find was a superficial knowledge of the
81 Mirror,
learB-ut after denying the Madani the prai:se of varied
tionmng’ it must be owned that their quick observa-
and retentive memories have stored up for them
undance of superficial knowledge, culled from

* Burckhardt’s Travels in Arabia, vol, 11, p, 174
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conversations in the market and in the camp. I foun.d
it impossible here to display those feats which
Sind, Southern Persia, Eastern Arabia, and many parts
of India, would be looked upon as miraculous. Most
probably one of the company had witnessed the PE
formance of some Italian conjuror at Constantinoplé
or Alexandria, and retained a lively recollection
every manceuvre. As linguists they are not equal ©
the Meccans, who surpass all Orientals excepting only
the Armenians; the Madani seldom know Turkish, 22
more rarely still Persian and Indian. Those only who
have studied in Egypt chaunt the Koran well The'
citizens speak and pronounce their language pufffly ’
they are not equal to the people of the southern HeJ_aZ’
still their Arabic is refreshing after the horrors of Cair®
and Maskat.

The classical Arabic, be it observed, in conseque'nce
of an extended empire, soon split up into yariot
dialects, as the Latin under similar circumstances _58:
parated into the Neo-Roman patois of Italy, sicily’
Provence, and Languedoc. And though Niebuhr 1#
been deservedly censured for comparing the KOl’%mc
language to Latin and the vulgar tongue to Italid™
still there is a great difference between them, almoS—
every word having undergone some alteration in
dition to the manifold changes and simplifications e
grammar and syntax.- The traveller will hear in ev€f£
part of Arabia that some distant tribe preserves e
linguistic purity of its ancestors, uses final vowels Wltn
the noun, and rejects the addition of the prono"
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Vhich apocope in the verb now renders necessary.
: I greatly doubt the existence of such a race of
DhllolOgists. In El Hejaz, however, it is considered
grac?flﬂ in an old man, especially when conversing
Sélbhcly, to lean towards classical Arabic. On the
Nirary, in a youth this would be treated as pedantic

aff 3 : e
: SCtation, and condemned in some such satiric quota-
On o

S

“There are two things colder than ice,
A young old man, and an old young man.”
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CHAPTER VAITE

A Visit to the Saints’ Cemetery.

A SPLENDID comet, blazing in the western skys had
aroused the apprehensions of the Madani, They 2
" fell to predicting the usual disasters—war, famin®
and pestilence —it being still an article of Mosle™
belief that the Dread Star foreshows all manner ©°
calamities. Men discussed the probability of Abd ¢
Mejid’s immediate decease; for here as in Rome,

““When beggars die, there are no comets seen :
The heavens themselves blaze forth the death of princes:”

And in every strange atmospheric éppearance abot’
the time of the Hajj, the Hejazis are accustomed
read tidings of the dreaded Rih el Asfar <ChOl€1'3>'

Whether the event is attributable to the Zu ZuW%
bah—the “Lord of the F orelock,”—or whether it Waff
a case of post hoc, ergd, propter hoc, I would not
commit myself by deciding; but, influenced by s0™°
cause or other, the Hawazim and the Hawamid, Sul?'
families of the Benti Harb, began to fight about this
time with prodigious fury. These tribes are generd
at feud, and the least provocation fans their smoul'de.r'
ing wrath into a flame. The Hawamid number, if %
said, between 3000 and 4000 fighting men, and the
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ianzim not more than 700: the latter, however, are
Sel‘:*ldered a race of despemdoes who pr1de_ them-
S €S upon never retreatmg, and under thelr‘ fiery
Jaykhs, Abbas and Abu Ali, they are a thorn in the
olc S of their disproportionate foe. On the present
: €asion a Hamidah happened to strike the camel of

Hazimi which had trespassed; upon which the

42Imi smote the Hamidah, and called him a rough
The Hamidah instantly shot the Hazimi, the
ere called out, and they fought with asperity
Tr S0me days. During the whole of the afternoon of
i Uesday the 3oth August the sound of firing amongst

e
Thrg

Name,
tibeg .

Mountains was distinctly heard in the city.
o ugh the streets parties of Bedawin, sword and
Atchlock in hand, or merely carrying quarter-staves
r’;ntt_hEir shoulders, migh‘t be seen hurrying along,
o llc at the chance of missing the fyay. The towns-
thepe cursed them pr‘lvﬂyz expressing a hope that
Py W.hol.e race of vermin might consume 1tse1f.. And
esem?grlms were 1n no small trepidation, fearing the
'on of their camel-men, and knowing what a
5 ¢ 1s kindled in this inflammable Jand by an ounce
uglunpgwde'r. I afterwards heard that the Bedawin
Sidegslt till night, and separated after losing on both
fen men. ‘
his quarrel put an end to any lingering possibility
illtgll}(; Prosecuting my journey to Maskat as originally
i ed,' 1 had on the way from Yambu’ to El Me-
the ! Privily made a friendship with one Mujrim of
: ®nu Harb, The “Sinful,” as his name, ancient
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and classical amongst the Arabs, means, understood
that T had some motive of secret interest to undertake
the perilous journey. He could not promise at first
to guide me, as his beat lay between Yambu’, El Me-
dinah, Meccah, and Jeddah. But he offered to make
all inquiries about the route, and to bring me the
result at noonday, a time when the household W&°
asleep. He had almost consented at last to trav®
with me about the end of August, in which cas€
should have slipped out of Hamid’s house and start®
like a Bedawi towards the Indian Ocean. But Whe
the war commenced, Mujrim, who doubtless wished o
stand by his brethren the Hawazim, began to shoV
signs of recusancy in putting off the day of depart“re
to the end of September. At last, when pressed, I
frankly told me that no traveller, nay, not a BedaW"
could leave the city in that direction, even as far ey
historic Khaybar, which information I afterwards 3%
certained to be correct. /
It was impossible to start alone, and when 1
despair I had recourse to Shaykh Hamid, he seem®
to think me mad for wishing to wend northwards whe”
all the world was hurrying towards the south.
disappointment was bitter at first, but consolation 5007
suggested itself. Under the most favorable circt™
stances, a Bedawi-trip from El Medinah to MaSkatf
1500 or 1600 miles, would require at least ten month®s
whereas, under pain of losing my commission, I e
ordered to be at Bombay before the end of March:
Moreover, entering Arabia by El Hejaz, as has befor®
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Deen said, T was obliged to leave behind all my in-
Strumentg except a watch and a pocket compass, so
the benefit rendered to geography by my trip would
Ve been scanty. Still remained to me the comfort
reflt?cting that possibly at Meccah some opportunity
Crossing the Peninsula might present itself. At any
Y€ T had the certainty of seeing the strange wild
OUntry of the Hejaz, and of being present at the ce-
“Monies of the Holy City.
I muygt request the reader to bear with a Visita-
9 once more: we shall conclude it with a ride to
Baki’a, the Place of many Roots. This venerable
Ot is frequented by the pious every day after the

T

"Yer at the Prophet’s Tomb, and especially on
Mdays,

Our party started one morning—on donkeys, as
3, for my foot was not yet strong —along the Darb
fhazah round the southern wall of the town. The
“OMotion was decidedly slow, principally in con-

usy

“Quence of the tent-ropes which the Hajis had pinned

OWn literally all over the plain, and falls were by no
g Cang Infrequent. At last we arrived at .the .end of
. arb, where I committed myself by mistaking the
hecajying place of those miserable schismatics the Nak-

AWilah  for El Bak?a, the glorious cemetery of the

S, Hamid'corrected my blunder with tartness,
© Which I replied as tartly, that in our country—

Shanistan _ we burned the body of every heretic
ap O‘n' Whom we could lay our hands. This truly Is-

Mitic Custom was heard with general applause, and
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as the little dispute ended, we stood at the open g3t
of El Baki’a. Then having dismounted I sat down ©”
a low Dakkah or stone bench within the walls,
obtain a general view and to prepare for the most
fatiguing of the visitations.

There is a tradition that 70,000, or according ©
others 100,000 saints, all with faces like full moOuS:
shall cleave on the last day the yawning bosom of
Baki'a. About 10,000 of the Ashab (companions ©
the Prophet) and innumerable Sadat are here buri€¢:
their graves are forgotten, because, in the olden tm®
tombstones were not placed over the last resting-P]aCeS
of mankind. The first of flesh who shall arise is MO
hammed, the second Abubekr, the third Omar, the"
the people of El Baki’a (amongst whom is Osman, ¢
fourth Caliph), and then the incole of the Jannat ©
Ma'ala, the Meccan cemetery, The Hadis, “whoeVé"
dies at the two Haram shall rise with the Sure 9"
the Day of Judgment,” has made these spots priceless
in value, And even upon earth they might be mact®
a mine of wealth. Like the catacombs at Rome;
Baki'a is literally full of the odour of sanctity, and 2
single item of the great aggregate here would rend€?
any other Moslem town famous. It is a pity that this
people refuses to exhume its relics.

The first person buried in El Baki’a was Usma’
bin Ma’azun, the first of the Muhajirs who died at **
Medinah. In the month of Sha’aban, a.H. 3» thg
Prophet kissed the forehead of the corpse and order®
it to be interred within sight of his abode, In thos¢
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days the field was covered with the tree Gharkad; the
Vegetation was cut down, the ground was levelled, and

SMan was placed in the centre of the new cemetery.

It_h his own hands Mohammed planted two large
UPright stones at the head and the feet of his faithful
0 1()Wtér,' and in process of time a dome covered the
POt Thrahim, the Prophet’s infant second son, was
4d by Usman’s side, after which El Baki’a became a
“Clebrated cemetery.

The Burial-place of the Saints is an irregular oblong
SUrounded by walls which are connected with the
“Wurb at their S.W. angle. The Darb el Jenazah
“®parates it from the enceinte of the town ; and the

dstern Desert Road beginning from the Bab el Jumah
S:“nds it on the north. Around it palm plantations
M to flourish. It is small, considering the extensive
::e made of it: all that die at El Medinah, strangers
s Well as natives, except only heretics and schismatics,
COI?eCt to be interred here. It must be choked with
Dses, which it could never contain did not the
Oslem style of burial greatly favour rapid decom-
mosltiOH, and it has all the inconveniences of “intra-
Wal sepulture” The gate is small and ignoble; a
Dlzie doorway in the wall. Inside there are no flower-
Wh‘s’ no tall trees, in fact none of the reﬁnements
t ich lighten the gloom of a Christian burial-place:
uildings are simple, they might even be called

dlk, Almost all are the common .Arab Mosque,
i 0ly whitewashed, and looking quite new. The

¢
"0t monuments, were levelled to the ground by
“ca ang Medina. 11. 12

€an,
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Sa’ad the Wahhabi and his puritan followers, Wi°
waged pitiless warfare against what must have 3Pi
peared to them magnificent mausolea, deeming &
they did a loose heap of stones sufficient for a grave®
In Burckhardt’s time the whole place was a “CO”
fused accumulation of heaps of earth, wide pits, and
rubbish, without a single regular tombstone.” Th?
present erections owe their existence, I was told, ¥
the liberality of the Sultans Abd el Hamid 22
Mahmud.

A poor pilgrim has lately started on his
journey, and his corpse, unattended by friend
mourners, is carried® upon the shoulders of hire!

last
s Of

buriers into the cemetery. Suddenly they stay thet
rapid steps, and throw the body upon the grount:
There is a life-like pliability about it as it falls, a9

the tight cerements so define the outlines that the

action makes me shudder. It looks almost as if th°
dead were conscious of what is about to occur. TheY
have forgotten their tools; one man starts to fetch
them, and three sit down to smoke. After a tim® ‘
shallow grave is hastily scooped out. The corpst ::
packed in it with such unseemly haste that Cm‘“.
touches it in all directions,—cruel carelessness amoPs
Moslems, who believe this to- torture the sentien’
frame. = One comfort suggests itself. The poor man
being a pilgrim has died “Shahid”-——in martyrdo™®"
Eire long his spirit shall leave El Baki’a,

“And he on honey-dew shall feed,
And drink the milk of Paradise.”
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.. L entered the holy cemetery right foot forwards, as
it were a Mosque, and barefooted, to avoid suspicion [
f being a heretic. For though the citizens wear their '
Shoes in the Bakr'a, they are much offended at seeing
the Persians follow their example.

We Dbegan by the general benediction. “Peace be
dbon You, O People of El Baki'a! Peace be upon
YOU, O Admitted to the Presence of the Most High!
Receive You what You have been promised! Peace
B¢ upon You, Martyrs of El Bakia, One and Alll We
Verily if Allah please, are about to join You! O Allah
Pardon ys and Them, and the Mercy of God, and
-\ﬁs Blessings!”  After which we recited the Chapter
E] Ikhlas and the Testification, then raised our hands,
Mumpled the Fatihah, passed our palms down our faces,
Md went on.

Walking down a rough narrow path, which leads
'm the western to the eastern extremity of El Baki’a,
Ve entered the humble mausoleum of the Caliph
JSMan— Osman “El Mazlum,” or the “ill-treated,” he
IS_ Called by some Moslems. When he was slain, his
"ends wished to bury him by the Prophet in the

Wrah, and Ayisha made no objection to the measure,
Ut the people of Egypt became violent, swore that
the Corpse should neither be buried nor be prayed
;)Ver, and only permitted it'to be removed upon the
hregy of Habibah (one of the “Mothers of the Mos-
S gnd daughter of Abu Sufiyan) to expose her
s During the night that followed his cruel death,

was carried out by several of his friends
12

San
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to El Baki’a, from which, however, they were drivel
away, and obliged to deposit their burden in 2
garden, eastward of, and ougside, the saints’ cemetery:
It was called Hisn Kaukab, and was looked upon 3
an inauspicious place of sepulture, till Marwan ”3'
cluded it in El Baki’a. We stoqd before Osman®
monument, repeating, “Peace be upon Thee, O 0U
Lord Osman, Son of Affan! Peace be upon Thee,
Caliph of Allal’s Prophet! Peace be upon Thee, O
Writer of Allah’s Book! Peace be upon Thee,
whose Presence the Angels are ashamed! Peace D¢
upon Thee, O Collector of the Koran! Peace be upo?
Thee, O Son-in-law of the Prophet! Peace be upo®
Thee, O Lord of the Two Lights! (the two daughte™
of Mohammed). Peace be upon Thee, who fought th®
Battle of the Faith! Allah be satisfied with Thee, and
cause Thee to be satisfied, and render Heaven THY
Habitation! Peace be upon Thee, and the Mercy ©
Allah and His Blessing, and Praise be to Allah, Lot
of the (three) Worlds!” This supplication concludé
in the usual manner. After which we gave alms, al
settled with ten piastres the demands of the Khadi™
who takes charge of the tomb: this double-disbursi?s
process had to be repeated at each station.

Then moving a few paces to the north, we faC?d
eastwards, and performed the visitation of Abu Sa’
el Khazari, a Sahib or companion of the PrOPh'et’
whose sepulchre lies outside El Bakia. The third
place visited was a dome containing the tomb of 0Ur
lady Halimah, the Bedawi wet-nurse who took charg®
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of Mohammed: she is addressed thus: “Peace be
UPon Thee, O Halimah the Auspicious! Peace be
Don Thee, who didst perform Thy Trust in suckling
the Best of Mankind! Peace be upon Thee, O Wet-
Murse” of El Mustafa! (the chosen). Peace be upon
The@, O Wet-nurse of El Mujtaba! (the accepted). May
Allah be satisfied with Thee, and cause Thee to be
Satisfied, and render Heaven Thy House and Habita-
ton! anqg verily we have come visiting Thee, and by
Means of Thee drawing near to Allah’s Prophet, and
fhrough’ Him to God, the Lord of the Heavens and
the Earths.”

After which, fronting the north, we stood before a
OW enclosure, containing ovals of loose stones, dis-

Posed side by side. These are the martyrs of El
akPa, who received the crown of glory at the hands
of K1 Muslim, the general of the arch-heretic Vezid.

The prayer here recited differs so little from that ad-
'essed to the martyrs of Ohod, that I will not tran-
SCribe jt. The fifth station is near the centre of the
“®metery at the tomb of Ibrahim, who died, to the
Cterng) regret of El Islam, some say six months old,

€rs in his second year. He was the son of Mariyah,
¢ Coptic girl, sent as a present to Mohammed by
arh, the Mukaukas or governor of Alexandria. The
‘Ophet with his own hand piled earth upon the grave,
and Sprinkled it with water—a ceremony then first
erfOrmed—disposed small stones upon it, and pro-
MOunceq the final salutation. For which reason many
Y men were buried in this part of the cemetery,
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every one being ambitious to lie in ground which had
been honored by the Prophet’s hands.

Then we visited E1 Nafi Maula, son of Omar
generally called Imam Nafi el Kari, or the Koran
chaunter; and near him the great doctor Imam Malik
Ibn Anas, a native of El Medinah, and one of the
most dutiful of her sons. The eighth station is at the
tomb of Ukayl bin Abi Talib, brother of Ali, ‘Ihen
- we visited the spot where lie interred all the Prophet’
wives, Khadijah, who lies at Meccah, alone excepted'
After the “Mothers of the Moslems,” we prayed at
the tombs of Mohammed’s daughters, said to be ten
in number.

In compliment probably to the Hajj, the beggals
mustered strong that morning at El Baki’a. Along the
walls and at the entrance of each building squattt‘d
ancient dames, all engaged in anxious contemplation
of every approaching face, and in pointing to dirty
cotton napkins spread upon the ground before then
and studded with a few coins, gold, silver, or copp¢™
according to ‘the expectations of the proprietress:
They raised their voices to demand largesse: some®
promised fo recite Fatihahs, and the most audacious
seized visitors by the skirts of their garments. Fakihr’i}
ready to write “Y. S.,” or anything else demanded ©*
them, covered the little heaps and eminences of the
cemetery, all begging lustily, and looking as thoug'_h
they would murder you, when told how beneficent i5
Allah—a polite form of declining to be charitable. At
the doors of the tombs old housewives, and som€
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»
Young ones also, struggled with you for your slippers
45 you doffed them, and not unfrequently the charge
Of the pair was divided between two. Inside, when
”1? boys were not loud enough or importunate enough
i Presents, they were urged on by the adults and
*eniors, the relatives of the “Khadims” and hangers-
on. Unfortunately for me, Shaykh Hamid was re-
MOwned for taking charge of wealthy pilgrims: the
Tesy]g was, that my purse was lightened of three dollars.
Must add that although at least fifty female voices ?
Oudly promised that morning, for the sum of ten
Parahs cach, to supplicate Allah in behalf of my lame-

90t no perceptible good came of their efforts.
Before leaving El Baki’a, we went to the eleventh

G -
M)‘]FIOH, the Kubbat el Abbasiyah, or Dome of Abbas.
Mginally built by the Abbaside Caliphs in A 510,

'S a larger and a handsomer building than its fellows,

and

as

it is situated on the right-hand side of the gate
tcg[»-y,ou ent.er.. The crowd of beggars at the door
2 fied to its importance: they were attracted by the
Isians who assemble here in force to weep and pray.
o filing the threshold with‘ some dif'ﬁcu].ty, I wa‘lked
the ‘}‘- a mass of.tombs which occupies the centre of
“h“d uilding, Icavmg 1_)11’t a narrow passage between it
\Vil-] the walls. ;It is railed round and covered over

"+ Several “Kiswahs” of green cloth worked with

Whit o . .
n].m@ letters: it looked like a confused heap, but it
Nght have appeared irregular to me by the reason of
Ne : & o

€ mop around. The eastern portion contains the

28308 11 Hasan, the son of Ali and grandson of

fog
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the Prophet; the Imam Zayn el Abidin, son of El
Husayn, and great-grandson to the Prophet; the Imam
Mohammed El Bakir (fifth Imam), son to Zayn €l
Abidin; and his son the Imam Ja’afar el Sadik/,all ;
four descendants of the Prophet, and buried in the
same grave with Abbas ibn Abd el Muttalib, uncle t0
Mohammed. It is almost needless to say that these
names are subjects of great controversy. El Mas'ud!
mentions that here was found an inscribed stone d€-
claring it to be the tomb of the Lady Fatimah, 9f
Hasan her son, of Ali bin Husayn, of Mohammed bi?
Ali, and of Ja'afar bin Mohammed. Ibn Jubayr, dé-
scribing El Baki’a, mentions only two in this tomP’
Abbas and Hasan; the head of the latter, he says, lies 17
the direction of the former’s feet. Other authors relate
that in it, about the ninth century of the Hijrah, wa5
found a wooden box covered with fresh-looking T1€¢
felt cloth, with bright brass nails, and they believe
to have contained the corpse of Ali, placed here bY
his son Hasan.

Standing ‘opposite this mysterious tomb we I€”
peated, with difficulty by reason of the Persians weep-
ing, the following supplication:—“Peace be upon Ye
O Family of the Prophet! O TLord Abbas, the fre€
from Impurity and Uncleanness, and Father’s Brother
to the Best of Men! And Thou too O Lord Hasadh
Grandson of the Prophet! And Thou also O Lord
Zayn el Abidin! Peace be upon Ve, One and All, O
verily God hath been pleased to deliver You from all
Guile, and to purify You with all Purity. The Mercy
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of Allah and His Blessings be upon You, and verily

€ Is the Praised, the Mighty!” After which, freeing
Wselves from the hands of greedy boys, we turned
Tounq and faced the southern wall, close to which is
f omb attributed to the Lady Fatimah. I will not
“Peat the prayer, it being the same as that recited in
he Haram,

Issuing from the hot and crowded dome, we re-
tClOVered our slippers after much trouble, and.found
t‘]at Our garments had suffered from the frantic ges-
‘“Ulations of the Persians. We then walked to the
§ate of El Baki’a, stood facing the cemetery upon an

fVated piece of ground, and delivered the general
“nediction,
“O Allah! O Allah! O Allah! O full of Mercy! O
Unding in Beneficence! Lord of Length (of days),
nd Prosperity, and Goodness! O Thou who when
M €d, grantest, and when prayed for aid, aidest! Have
) °ICy upon the Companions of Thy Prophet, of the
u ajirin, and of the Ansar! Have Mercy upon them,
€ and Alll Have Mercy upon Abdullah bin Hantal
;Sld S0 on, specifying their names), and make Para-
ang thel.r Resting-place, their Habitation, the’ir Dwelling,
4 their Abode! O Allah! accept our Ziyarat, and
Spply our Wants, and lighten our Griefs, and restore

t? Our Homes, and comfort our Fears, and dis-
I;pomt not our Hopes, and pardon us, for on no other
t Ve rely; and let us depart in Thy Faith, and after
With Tactice of Thy Prophet, and be Thou satisfied

us! O Allah! forgive our past Offences, and leave

abg
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. L : : 1L an
us not to our (evil) Natures during the Glance of a

Eye, or a lesser Time; and pardon us, and pity 'us’
and let us return to our Houses and Homes safe (*
spiritually and physically), fortunate, abstaining fro™
what is unlawful, re-established after our Distresse
and belonging to the Good, Thy Servants upon whom
is no Fear, nor do they know Distress. Repentanc®
Lord! Repentance, O Merciful! Repentance, O Pit tiful’
Repentance before Death, and Pardon after Death!
beg Pardon of Allah! Thanks be to Allah! Praise P
to Allah! Amen, O Lord of the (three) Worlds!”

After which, issuing from El Baki’a, we advanctt
northwards, leaving the city gate on the left hand,
we came to a small Kubbah (dome) close to the road:
It is visited as containing the tomb of the PIOPhFt
paternal aunts, especially of Safiyah, daughter of ADC
el Muttalib, sister of Hamzah, and. one of the many
heroines of early El Islam. Hurrying over our diré”
tions here—for we were tired indeed — we apphed i
a Sakka for water, and entered a little coffee-houS®
near the qaté of the town, after which we rode I home:

I have now described, at a wearying length, I faaky
the spots visited by every Zair at El V[cdm"th go
guide-books mention altogether between fifty and fifty”
five mosques and other holy places, most of which 4
now unknown even by name to the citizens, The mo°
celebrated of these are the few following, which I de-
scribe from hearsay.

About three miles to the N.W. of the town, closé o
the Wady el Akik, lies the Mosque called El Kiblatay™

l
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title
that

The Two Directions of Prayer” Some give this
to the Masjid el Takwa at Kuba. Others assert
the Prophet, after visiting and eating at the house
’iea: _Old woman n:._uned Umm Mabshar, Wen/t to pray

He h“d-day prayer in the .l\/losqu? of ﬂ-le Be_nu Salmah.

‘Var@.ad performed the prostration with his face .to—

e t-’“]m‘usa]em, when suddenly 1wm'ned 1_)y 1‘eye1at19n
- Ul{led .southzyards zmd. (:fmcmdcd his orisons in

. direction. I am told it is a mean dome without
tner v,

'The Masjid Benti Zafar (some write the word Tifr)

b 486 called Masjid el Baghlah—of the She-mule—

alls, outer enclosures, or minaret.

3

Catre S x ] :
use, according to El Matari, on the ridge of stone

Ot < 2 :
P, he south of this Mosque are the marks where the

SrgnT : G
q Phet Jeaned his arm, and where the she-mule, Dul-

i 1 > Sent by the Mukaukas as a present with Mariyah

4 - OPtic Girl and Yafur the donkey, placed its hoofs.

Prolﬁie Mosque was sh_owp a slab upon rwhich the

by 'torjet sat hearing recitations fmm _the Koran; and

Olhe]a’?s declare that by f?“OW}ﬂg .Ins "c>,:;1‘m.ple many

is o t]l have been b]gssu‘l with offspring.* This Mosque
eCeeast ofbll Baki’a:

3 The Masjid el Jum’ah—of Friday, or El Anikah,

M :f Sand-heaps-—is in the valley near Kuba, \‘VT‘x(fl‘C

mer‘}?}med prayed and preached on the first Friday

1S flight from Meccah.
he Masjid el Fazikh—of Date-liquor—is so called
L Cannop say whether this valuable stone be still at the Mosque Benti Tifr.

Derfan X 5 ; !
rarg . CCtly remember that my friend Larking had a mutilated sphynx in

“rden - . ki
At Alexandria, which was found equally efficacious,
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because when Abu Ayyub and others of the Ansaf
were sitting with cups in their hands, they heard that
intoxicating draughts were for the future forbidde
upon which they poured the liquor upon the groun®
Here the Prophet prayed six days whilst he was €%
gaged in warring down the Benti Nazir Jews. The
Mosque derives its other name, E] Shams—__of the St2
—because, being erected on rising ground east of 2%
near Kuba, it receives the first rays of morning light-
" To the eastward of the Masjid el Fazikh lies th®
Masjid el Kurayzah, erected on 2 spot where the P17
phet descended to attack the Jewish tribe of that
name. Returning from the Battle of the Moat, W&~
worn and tired with fighting, he here sat down
wash and comb his hair, when suddenly appeal'ed 5
him the Archangel Gabriel in the figure of a hors®
man dressed in a corslet and covered with dust. i
Angels of Allah,” said the preternatural visitor, fral
still in Arms, O Prophet, and it is Allah’s Will th*
Thy Foot return to the Stifrup. I go before Thee ©
prepare a Victory over the Infidels, the Sons of L
rayzah” The legend adds that the dust raised by e
angelic host was seen in the streets of ] Medin®
but that mortal eye fell not upon horseman’s forr
The Perhet ordered his followers to sound the pattle”
call, gave his flag to Ali—the Arahb token of aPPOint‘
Ing a commander-in-chief— and for twenty-five 9%
invested the habitations of the enemy. This haples®
tribe was exterminated, sentence of death being pass®
upon them by Sa’ad ibn Ma’az, an Ausi whom the
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¢ 5
stituted their judge because he belonged to an
°d tribe, .Six hundred men were beheaded in the
arket-place of El Medinah, their property was plun-

er, : : :
lled, and their wives and children were reduced to
S aVery. ; e

““Tantane relligio potuit suadere malorum !”

of The Masjid Mashrabat Umm Ibrahim, or Mosque
My, € garden of Ibrahim’s mother, is a place where
X Iyah -the Copt had a garden and became t.he mother
buj) Tahim, the Prophet’s second son. It Is a small
ding in what is called the Awali, or highest part
g tl}e El Medinah plain, to the north of the Masjid
g Kurayzah, and near the eastern Harrah or ridge.
Qalli\lorthwards of El Baki’a is, or was, a small building
fOIIQd-the Masjid el Ijabah— of Granting — from the
. Wing circumstance. One day the Prophet stopped
1 nperfOrm his devotions at this place, which then be-
n 8€d to the Benu Muawiyah of the tribe of Aus. He
hi € a long Dua or supplication, and then turning to
thy COIHpamions, exclaimed, “I have asked of Allah
thi ¢ favors, two hath he vouchsafed to me, but the
0] Was refused!” Those granted were that the
el “Ms might never be destroyed-by famine or by
interge' _ The third was that they might not perish by
- €cine strife,
the Z‘he Masjid el Fath (of Victory), vulgarly called
our Mosques,” is situated in the Wady el Sayh,
Comes from the direction of Kuba, and about
& mile to the east of “El Kiblatayn” The largest -

WhiCh
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is called the Masjid el Fath or El Ahzab— of the
troops—and is alluded to in the Koran, Tere it I
said the Prophet prayed for three days during the
Battle of the Moat, also called the affair (;f “El Ahzab,”
the last fought with the Infidel Kuraysh under Abt
S'uﬁyan. After three days of devotion, a cold a
violent blast arose, with rain and sleet, and discomfite
the foe. The Prophet’s prayer having here heen
granted, it is supposed by ardent Moslems that 1O
petition put up at the Mosque El1 Ahzab is ever 1€
lected by Allah. The form of supplication is dif:
ferently quoted by different authors, When F] Shafel
was in trouble and fear of Harun el Rashid, by thig

vi'rtue of this formula he escaped all danger: I wou :
w111i11gly offer so valuable a prophylactory to my reader®
.O‘nlv)-f 1t is of an unmanageable length. The doctors ©
El Islam also greatly differ about the spot where the
Prophet stood on this occasion; most of them supPo':
the claims of the Masjid el Fath, the most elevatéd ©

the four, to, that distinction. Below, and to the Soud.l

of the highest ground, is the Masjid Salman el Farsh
ﬁle Persian, from whose brain emanated the brig i
idea of the Moat. At the mature age of 250, some
say 350, after spending his life in search of a religio™
from a Magus (ﬁre~worshipper) becoming successive b
a Jew and a Nazarene, he ended with being a Mosle™”
and a companion of Mohammed., Durinqohis cve"ntf”l
career he had been ten times sold into sfaver)’- Belov
Sal.man’s Mosque is the Masjid Ali, and the Snmnc.St
building on the south of the hill is called Masji®
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.Ab“bckr. All these places owe their existence to El
Valid the Caliph: they were repaired at times by his
SUccesgors, : ¢
The Masjid el Rayah—of the Banner—was origin-

built by El Walid upon a place where the Pro-
Phet pitched his tent during the War of the Moat,
()Lh@l‘s call it El Zubab, after a hill upon which it
Jands, g Rayah “is separated from the Masjid el
‘ath by a rising ground called Jebel Sula or Jebel
Sa“’ﬂb: the former being on the eastern, whilst the
Atter Jieg upon the western declivity of the hill. The
POsition of this place is greatly admired, as command-
"8 the fairest view of the Haram.,

About a mile and a half south-east of El Baki’a is
3 YOme called Kuwwat Islam, the “Strength of El Is-
R the Prophet planted a dry palm-stick,
«Which grew up, blossomed, and bore fruit at once.
5 ‘01‘60\/01', on one occasion when the Moslems were
unablﬁ‘ to perform the pilgrimage, Mohammed here
Produced the appearance of a Ka’abah, an Arafat, and
L‘u the appurtenance of the Hajj. I must warn my
“Caderg not to condemn the founder of El Islam for
15 puerile inventions.
iR he Masjid Unayn lies south of Hamzal’s tomb,
It.ls On a hill called Jebel el Rumat, the ‘Shooters’
3 i, and here during the battle of Ohod stood the
Thers or 1 Islam. According to some the Prince
(;f Ma,rtyrs here received his death-wound; others place

€vent at the Masjid el Askar or the Masjid el
ady, !

tu
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Besides these fourteen, I find the names, and no-
thing but the names, of forty Mosques. The rea‘der
loses little by my unwillingness to offer him a detaile
list of such appellations as Masjid Bentt Abd el Asbhal’
Masjid Benti Harisah, Masjid Bent Haram, Masjid €
Fash, Masjid el Sukiya, Masjid Bent Bayazah, Masl!
Bent Hatmah,

““Cum multis aliis quze nunc perscribere longum est.”
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CHAPTER IX.

The Damascus Caravan.

THE Damascus Caravan was to set out on the
$7th Zu] Ka’adah (1st September). I had intended to
$ %t B1 Medinah il the last moment, and to ac-
COmpany the Kafilat el Tayyarah, or the “Flying Ca-
&an » which usually leaves on the 2nd Zw’l Hijjah,
BB s o fter that..of. Damasons:

Sllddenly arose the rumour that there would be no
4yarah, and that all pilgrims must proceed with the
dMascys Caravan or await the Rakb. This is a
_romedary Caravan, in which each-person carries only
Q:jl Saddle-bags. It usually descends by the road

€d'E] Khabt, and makes Meccah on the fifth day.

.S Sherif Zayd, Sa’ad the Robber’s only friend, had
Paig him an unsuccessful visit. Schinderhans de-
¢d back his Shaykh-ship, in return for a safe-
it 2 Uct through his country: “Otherwise,” said he,
t WU cut the throat of every hen that ventures into

DPasseg”
25t11\he Sherif Zayd returned to El Medinah on 'the
B 1 Zw] Ka’adah (30th August). Early on the morning
frolthe next day, Shaykh Hamid returned hurriedly
ncn the bazar, exclaiming, “You must make ready at
o> Effendil—there will be no Tayyarah—all Hajis
I

€CCa gy Medina, 11, 3

mand
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start to-morrow—Allah will make it easy to You!/
have you your water-skins in order?—you are to tr
down the Darb el Sharki, where you will not se€ water
for three days!”

Poor Hamid looked horror-struck as he conchlde(:l
this fearful announcement, which filled me with joy:
Burckhardt had visited and described the DarP ©
Sultani, the road along the coast. But no Buroped”
had as yet travelled down by Harun el Rashid’s 2
the Lady Zubaydah’s celebrated route through the
Nejd Desert.

Not a moment, however, was to be lost: W€ o
pected to set out early the next morning. The boy -

ave

hammed went forth, and bought for eighty piastres &
Shugduf, which lasted us throughout the pilgfimage’

and for fifteen piastres a Shibriyah or cot to be °<

cupied by Shaykh Nur, who did not relish sleeping o
boxes. The youth was employed all day, with sleeve®
tucked up and working like a porter, in covermng i
litter with matting and rugs, in mending broken part®
and in providing it inside and outside with large pOCkEtS
for provisions, with pouches to contain the gugé o
of cooled water.

Meanwhile Shaykh Nur and I, having inSPeCted
the water-skins, found that the rats had made €oze
siderable rents in two of them. There being no work”
man procurable at this time for gold, I sat down ¢
patch the damaged articles, whilst Nur was sent 0 =
in supplies for fourteen days. The journey 15 Ca.ll‘
culated at eleven days; but provisions are apt t0 SP°™
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i?d the Bedawi camel-drivers expect to be fed. Besides
UIch, pilferers abound. By my companion’s advice
took wheat-flour, rice, turmeric, onions, dates, un-

S(:‘la"ened bread of two kinds, cheese, limes, tobacco,
8aI, tea and coffee.

DartHamid him:c,elf starte:d upon the most impor.tant

5 of our business. Faithful camel-men are required

olc) on a road where robberies are frequent and stabbings

Serth.ismnal, and where there is no law to prevent de-
on or to limit new and exorbitant demands. After
t”.ne he returned, accompanied by a boy and a Be-

:Wla a short, thin, well-built old man with regular
SMures 5 white beard, and a cool clear eye; his
o5 ths, as usual, were scictrred with wou‘nds. M?fts’ud,

™ Be Rahlah, a sub-family of the .Hamldah family of

Peni-Harb, came in with a dignified demeanour,

I;Dhed his dexter palm to ours, sat down, declined a
Pe, accepted coffee, and after drinking it, looked at

' show that he was ready for negotiation.

Ve opened the proceedings with “We want men
the N0t camels,” and the conversation proceeded in
ir Cé“ll'est Hejazi. After much discussion we agreed,
& Mpelled to travel by the Darb el Sharki, to pay
Moy, for two camels, and to advance Arbun or earnest-
selp iy to hz.tlf that amount. The 'Shaykh bound him-
Ove, O provide us with good ammals,. which more-
alg, :Vere to be changed in case of accidents; he was

O supply his beasts with water, and to accom-

US to Arafat and back. But, absolutely refusing

Ity my large chest, he declared that the tent
I3%

an

Dan
to y
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under the Shugduf was burden enough for one camel,
and that the green box of drugs, the saddle-bags, &%
the provision-sacks surmounted by Nur’s cot, HeL
amply sufficient for the other. On our part we bouf!
ourselves to feed the Shaykh and his son, supplyl’s
them either with raw or with cooked provender, 2%
upon our return to Meccah from Mount Arafat, tO pay
the remaining hire with a discretionary present.

Hamid then addressed to me flowery praisé
the old Bedawi. After which, turning to the latter; 2
exclaimed, “Thou wilt treat these friends wells 7
Mas’ud the Harbi!” The ancient replied with a dignif
that had no pomposity in it,—“Even as Abu Shawat!
—the Father of Mustachios*—behaveth to us, s0 W*
we behave to him!” He then arose, bade us be P
pared when the departure-gun sounded, saluted U
and stalked out of the room, followed by his SO
who, under pretext of dozing, had mentally made #°
inventory of every article in the room, ourselve®
especially included.

When the Bedawin disappeared, Shaykh Ha
shook his head, advising me to give them plenty Z
eat, and never to allow twenty-four hours to €laP®

* Most men of the Shaf’ei school clip their mustachios exceedingly’ 5:]:;;;
some clean shave the upper lip, the imperial, and the parts of the bear
the corners of the mouth, and the fore-part of the cheeks. I negleC‘Ed 3
which soon won for me the epithet recorded above. .

Arabs are vastly given to “nick-naming God’s creatures;” their hab
effect of acute observation, and the want of variety in proper names-
appears not to like having been called the ‘ Father of a nose.” B
nothing disrespectful in these personal allusions. In Arabia you ™

3 S t
“Father” of something, and it is better to be Father of a feature, than 2
a Cooking-pot, or Father of Fetor (“Abu-Zirt.”)

SOf

mid

o to do
it is the
Sonni
¢ there 15
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Withoyt dipping hand in the same dish with them, in
Ofder that the party might always be “Malihin,”—on
s of salt. He concluded with a copious lecture
Pon the villany of Bedawin, and their habit of drink-
U8 travellers’ water. I was to place the skins on a
Earr}el in front, and not behind; to hang them with
CIr mouths carefully tied, and turned upwards, con-
stary to the general practice; always to keep a good
°I¢ of liquid, and at night to place it under the safe-
8lard of the tent.
In the afternoon, Umar Effendi and others dropped
to take leave. They found me in the midst of pre-
I)araﬁons, sewing sacks, fitting up a pipe, patching

Water~bags, and packing medicines. My fellow-traveller

b :
2d brought me some pencils and a penknife, as “for-

iet‘me-no_ts,” for we were by no means sure of meet-
rog again, He hinted, however, at another escapg
joim the paternal abode, and proposed, if Possﬂ')le, to
SRI‘E the Dromedary-Caravan. Shaykh Hamid said th'e
& but I saw, by the expression of his face, that his
Oother and wife would not give him leave from home
S00n after his return.
Owards evening-time the Barr el Manakhah be-
te:tle a scene of exceeding confusion. Thf: town of
an, S lay upon the ground. Camels were being laden,
5 Were roaring under the weight of litters and cots,
ab;{es and baggage. Horses and mules gallopped
‘Vor;lt' en were rushing wildly in all directions on
¢ dly errands, or hurrying to pay a farewell visit to
fophet’s Tomb. Women and children sat screaming

Ca
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on the ground, or ran to and fro distracted, or called
their vehicles to escape the danger of being crusl_led'
Every now and then a random shot excited all int°
the belief that the departure-gun had sounded.
times we heard a volley from the robbers’ hills, which
elicited a general groan, for the pilgrims were still; 19
use their own phrase, “between fear and hope,” 2%
consequently, still far from “one of the two CO™
forts”* Then would sound the loud “Jhin-Jhin” ©
the camels’ bells, as the stately animals paced aw@
with some grandee’s gilt and emblazoned litter, ?he,
sharp plaint of the dromedary, and the loud neight?s
of excited steeds. S
About an hour after sunset all our prepatréltlonS
were concluded, save only the Shugduf, at which the
boy Mohammed still worked with untiring zeal; hi
wisely remembered that he had to spend in it the P
portion of a week and a half. The evening was hofy
we therefore dined outside the house. I was told *
repair to the Haram for the Ziyarat el Wida'a, OF ke
“Farewell Visitation;” but my decided objection t0 e
step was that we were all to part— how soon!/f‘ns
when to meet again we knew not. My compani®”
smiled consent, assuring me that the ceremony €OY
be performed as well at a distance as in the templ® ;
Then Shaykh Hamid made me pray a two-prost®
tion prayer, and afterwards facing towards the Haral
to recite this supplication with raised hands:
o the

. 1 t
* The ““two comforts” are success and despair; the latter, zlL‘cordu.lgd
Arabs, being a more enviable state of feeling than doubt or hope deferrec:
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. “O Prophet of Allah, we beg Thee to entreat Al-
Mghty Allah, that He cut off no Portion of the Good
rESulting to us, from this Visit to Thee and to Thy

éram! May He cause us to return safe and prosperous
0 oyr Birthplaces; aid then us in the Progeny He
llath given us, and continue to us His Benefits, and
Nake ys thankful for our daily Bread! O Allah, let
,not this be the last of our Visitations of Thy Prophet’s
Vofllb! Yet if Thou summon us before such Blessing,

“Mly in my Death I bear Witness, as in my Life”
(here gp,¢ forefinger of the right hand is extended, that
1€ members of the body may take part with the tongue
igd th.e heart), “that there is no god but Allah, One

4 without Partner, and verily that our Lord Moham-

Elsed is His Servant and His Apostle! O Allah, grant
Savln this World Weal, and in the future Weal, and
€ s from the Torments of Hell-fire! Praise to Thee,
-ord, Lord of Glory, greater than Man can describe!

and P

g eace be upon the Prophet, and Laud to Allah,

u;? Lord. of the V(thr.ee) Worlds.” - This concludes., as
1al, with the Testification and the Fatihah. Pious
0 on guch an occasion go to the Rauzah, where
'Y strive, if possible, to shed a tear-—a single drop
Qtf“-lgg a sigg of accep.tance~giV€ alms to the utmost
ang 1t?1r. ability, vow plety,. repel}tance, and qbechence,
Selly retire over\Y11elmed with grief, at sep_aratmg. them-
_OmeSA from their Apost_le and Int.ercessor. It 1s cus-
0nem¥’ tog, before leaving Xl Medinah, to pass at least
e Night in vigils at the Haram, and for learned men
M ead through the Koran once before the Tomb.
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,  Then began the uncomfortable process of P?t}’ing

[ off little bills. The Eastern creditor always, for dive’s
reasons, waits the last moment before he claims his
debt. Shaykh Hamid had frequently hinted at his
difficulties; the only means of escape from which, he
said, was to rely upon Allah, He had treated me SO
hospitably, that I could not take back any part of the
5. lent to him at Suez. His three brothers received 2
dollar or two each, and one or two of his cousins
hinted to some effect that such a proceeding woul
meet with their approbation.

The luggage was then carried down, and disposed
in packs upon the ground before the house, so as t9
be ready for loading at a moment’s notice, Many
flying parties of travellers had almost started on the
high road, and late in the evening came a new report
that the body of the Caravan would march ab?ut
midnight. We sat up till about 2 A.m., when, having
heard no gun, and having seen no camels, we 1Y
down to sleep through the sultry remnant of the hours
of darkness.

Thus, gentle reader, was spent my last night at El
Medinah.

I had reason to congratulate myself upon having
Dassed through the first danger. Meccah is so n€ar
the coast, that, in case of detection, the trayeller might
escape in a few hours to Jeddah, where he would fin
an English vice-consul, protection from the Turkis
authorities, and possibly a British cruiser in the harbour:
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But o El Medinah discovery would entail more serious

“Ohsequences. The next risk to be run was the journey
Ctween the two cities, where it would be easy for the
°cal officials quietly to dispose of a suspected person
Y giving a dollar to a Bedawi.
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CHAPTER X.

From El Medinah to El Suwayrkiyah.

Four roads lead from El Medinah to Meceal-
The “Darb el Sultani,” or “Sultan’s Way,” follows thef
line of coast: this general passage has been min'ﬂte)
described by my exact predecessor. The «Tarik ©
Ghabir,” a mountain path, is avoided by the Mahma
and the great Caravans, on account of its rug8®
passes; water abounds along the whole line, but there
- Is not a single village; and the Sobh Bedawin, W o
own the soil, are inveterate plunderers. The rout®
called “Wady el Kura” is a favorite with Dromedaty”
Caravans; on this road are two or three small settle”
ments, regular wells, and free passage through the
Beni Amr tribe. The Darb el Sharki, or «Faster™
road,” down which I travelled,. owes its existence ©
the piety of Zubaydah Khatun, wife of Harun e
Rashid. That estimable princess dug wells from Ba8'"
dad to El Medinah, and built, we are told, a wal'1 to
direct pilgrims over the shifting sands. There 15"
fifth road, or rather mountain-path, concerning whi¢
I can give no information. B

At 8 A.m. on Wednesday, the 26th Zuwl Ka'ad?
(315t August, 1853), as we were sitting at the Wil O‘_
of Hamid’s house after our early meal, suddenly ap
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Peared, in hottest haste, Mas'ud, our camel-Shaykh,

€ was accompanied by his son, a bold boy about
fOurteen years of age, who fought sturdily about the
Weight of each package as it was thrown over the
“amel’s back; and his nephew, an ugly pock-marked
ad, too lazy even to quarrel. We were ordered to
98¢ no time in loading; all started into activity, and
A 9 A.m. I found myself standing opposite the Egyp-
tan Gate, surrounded by my friends, who had accom-
Panied me thus far on foot, to take leave with due
'Onour, After affectionate embraces and parting me-
Mentog, we mounted, the boy Mohammed and I in the
It.ter, and Shaykh Nur in his cot. Then, in company
Wth some Turks and Meccans, for Mas’'ud owned a
Sting of nine camels, we passed through the little gate
€ar the castle, and shaped our course towards the
orth,  On our right lay the palm-groves, which con-
“€al this part of the city; far to the left rose the domes
9f Hamgzah’s Mosques at the foot of Mount Ohod; and
M front a band of road, crowded with motley groups,
*etched over a barren stony plain,

After an hour’s slow march, bending gradually from
tN. to N.E., we fell into the Nejd highway and came
1? & place of renown called El Ghadir, or the Basin, ~

1’{3 is a depression conducting the drainage of the
Dl_aln towards the Northern Hills. The skirts of Ohod
SUll limited the prospect to the left. On the right was
Wle Bir Rashid (Well of Rashid), and the little white-
elashefi dome of Ali el Urays, a descendant from Zayn

Abidin; the tomb is still a place of visitation.
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There we halted and turned to take farewell of the
Holy City. All the pilgrims dismounted and gazed af
the venerable minarets and the Green Dome—sSPOt
upon which their memories would for ever dwell With
a fond and yearning interest.

Remounting at noon we crossed a Fiumara which
runs, according to my camel-Shaykh, from N. to S+
we were therefore emerging from the Medinah basm
The sky began to be clouded and, although the A
was still full of Simum, cold draughts occasionally
poured down from the h1lls. Arabs fear this

““bitter change
Of fierce extremes, extremes by change more fierce,”

and call that a dangerous climate which is cold in the
hot season and hot in the cold. Travelling over #
rough and stony path, dotted with thorny Acacias, Vi
arrived about 2 P.M. at the bed of lava heard of PY
Burckhardt. The aspect of the country was volcani¢
abounding in basalts and scorize, more or less pOrOusf
sand veiled the black bed whose present dimensio?
by no means equal the descriptions of Arabian histo”
rians. I made diligent inquiries about the existen¢®
- of active volcanos in this part of El Hejaz, and hear
of none.
At 5 P.M., travelling towards the East, we entered
a Bughaz, or Pass which follows the course of a wid®
Fiumara, walled in by steep and barren hills— th°
portals of a region too wild even for Bedawin. 1D€
torrent-bed narrowed where the turns were abrupt, 2%
the drift of heavy stones, with a water-mark fro™
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6 to 7 feet high, showed that after rains a violent
Sream runs from E. and SE. to W. and N.W. The
ertilising fluid is close to the surface, evidenced by a
SPare growth of Acacia, camel-grass and, at some
ngles of the bed, by the Daum, or Theban palm. I re-
Marked what are technically called “Hufrah,” holes dug
O water in the sand; and the guide assured me that
*Omewhere near there is a spring flowing from the rocks.
After the long and sultry afternoon, beasts of burden
%8an to sink in numbers. The fresh carcasses of
35ses, ponies, and camels dotted the way-side: those
At had been allowed to die were abandoned to the
fou] carrion-birds, the Rakham (vulture), and the yellow
kab; and all whose throats had been properly cut,
Vere surrounded by troops of Takruri pilgrims. These
Wlfstarved wretches cut steaks from the choice por-
'ons, and slung them over their shoulders all ready
Or an opportunity of cooking. I never saw men
;Ilore destitute. They carried wooden bowls, which
€Y filled with water by begging; their only weapon
35 a small knife, tied in a leathern sheath above the
elboVV; and their costume an old skull-cap, strips of
:ﬁtth@ like sandals under the feet, and a long dirty
I, or sometimes a mere rag covering the loins.
OMe were perfect savages, others had been fine-looking
Hlen, broad-shouldered, thin-flanked and long-limbed;
My were lamed by fatigue and thorns; and looking
Most of them, I fancied death depicted in their
WS anq features.
After two hours’ slow marching up the Fiumara,
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eastwards, we saw in front of us a wall of rock, and
turning abruptly southwards, we left the bed, an
ascended rising ground. Already it was night; 2P
hour, however, elapsed before we saw, at a distancé
the twinkling fires, and heard the watch-cries of OUF
camp. It was pitched in a hollow, under hills, in €X°
cellent order; the Pasha’s pavilion surrounded by his
soldiers and guards disposed in tents, with sentin€ls
regularly posted, protecting the outskirts of the €0”
campment. - One of our men, whom we had sent for-
ward, met us on the way, and led us to an open place
where we unloaded the camels, raised our canvas
home, lighted fires, and prepared with supper, for &
good mght’s rest.

Living is simple on such marches, The pouches
inside and outside the Shugduf contain provisions a1
water, with which you supply yourself when inclined-
At certain hours of the day, ambulant vendors offér
sherbet, lemonade, hot coffee, and water-pipes admirably
prepared. Chibouques may be smoked in the cagé’
but few care to do so during the Simum. The first
thing, however, called for at the halting-place is the
pipe, and its dehghtfu]ly soothing influence, followe
by a cup of coffee, and a “forty winks?” upon the sant
will awaken an appetite not to be roused by other
means. How could Waterton, the Traveller, abusé #
pipe! During the night-halt, provisions are cooked:
! rice, or Kichri, a mixture of pulse and rice, are eate!
with Chutnee and lime-pickle, varied, occas1onall)’a by
tough mutton and indigestible goat.
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We arrived at Ja el Sherifah at 8 p.M., after a
March of ahout twenty-two miles. This halting-place
ls_ the rendezvous of caravans: it lies 50° S.E. of El

¢dinah, and belongs rather to Nejd than to El
Claz,
At 3 am., on Thursday (Sept. 1), we started up at
Sound of the departure-gun, struck the tent, loaded
e Camels, mounted, and found ourselves hurrying
ough 2 gloomy Pass, in the hills, to secure a g(?od
Place in the Caravan. This is an object of some im-
port&nce, as, during the whole journey, marching order
MUst not be broken. We met with a host of minor
accidents, camels falling, Shugdufs bumping against
e another, and plentiful abuse. Pertinaciously we
Uried on till 6 AM., at which hour we emerged from
' black pass. The large crimson sun rose upon us,
1SCIOSing, through purple mists, a hollow of coarse
Yelloy gravel, based upon a hard whitish clay. About
Ve miles broad by twelve long, it collects the waters
the high grounds after rain, and distributes the sur-
US through an exit towards the N.W., a gap in the
4 undulating hills around. Entering it, we dis-
Ounted, prayed, broke our fast, and after half an
OW’s halt proceeded to cross its breadth. The ap-
“ance of the Caravan was most striking, as it
»hre&dﬁd its slow way over the smooth surface of the

.lh e

X haty (low plain). To judge by the eye, the host was

Mposed of at least 7000 souls, on foot, on horse-

ac_k, in litters, or bestriding the splendid camels of

M, There were eight gradations of pilgrims, The
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lowest hobbled with heavy staves. Then cameé the
riders of asses, camels, and mules. Respectable mew
especially Arabs, were mounted on dromedaries, 2%
the soldiers had horses: a led animal was saddled o
every grandee, ready whenever he might wish to 1eav€‘
. his litter. Women, children, and invalids of the poor¢
{ classes sat upon a “Haml Musattah”—rugs and Clot}:s
' spread over the two large boxes which form the cameél
load. Many occupied Shibriyahs, a few, Shugdufs
; and only the wealthy and the noble rode in Takbt-
| rawan (litters), carried by camels or mules. The
morning beams fell brightly upon the glancing arm®
which surrounded the stripped Mahmal, and upon * 5
scarlet and gilt conveyances of the grandees. Not the
least beauty of the spectacle was its wondrous variety
of detail: no man was dressed like his neighbout, 00
camel was caparisoned, no horse was clothed in U2
form, as it were. And nothing stranger than the €O
trasts; a band of half-naked Takruri marching W*
the Pasha’s équipage, and long-capped, bearded F€
sians conversing with Tarbush’d and shayen Turks:
The plain even at an early hour reeked with vapor®
distilled by the fires of the Simum: about noon, 2OV
ever, the air became cloudy, and nothing of COl‘?ur
, remained, save that milky white haze, dull, but glﬁfﬂng
| withal, which is the prevailing day-tint in these regio®”
~ At mid-day we reached a narrowing of the basit
where, from both sides, “Irk,” or low hills, stretch thel.i
last spurs into the plain. But after half a mile, '
again widened to upwards of two miles. At twO e
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(Fnday, Sept. 2) we turned towards the S.W., ascended
Stony ground, and found ourselves one hour after-
ads in a desolate rocky flat, distant about twenty-
Ouf Miles of unusually winding road from our last
Mation, “Mahattah Ghurab,” or the Raven’s Station,
& 0 SW from Ja el Sharifah, in the irregular
nTaSSES of hill on the frontier of El Hejaz, where the
U8hlands of Nejd begin.
After pitching the tent, we prepared to recruit our
Ply of water ; for Mas’ud warned me that his camels
ot drunk for ninety hours, and that they would
%N sink under the privation. The boy Mohammed,
Olnting 5 dromedary, set off with the Shaykh and
Any Water-bags, giving me an opportunity of writing
nj hmy journal. They did not return home till after
Wg tfa]l, a delay caused by many adventure.s. The
tantsfare gl ) Fmr‘nara, as usual, about tw.o miles dis-
fom the halting-place, and the soldiers, regular
Well a5 irregular, occupied the water and exacted
Coin. in' exchange' for'it; The men are hot to
Soime’. they would die of starvation, but for this re-
Sevrcﬁ The boy Mohammed had been engaged in
. ral Quarrels; but after snapping his pistol at a

Sup

0

h ar

Crsy e £ 5
twéslan pilgrim’s head, he came forth triumphant with
SKins of sweetish water, for which we paid ten

Di ;
Astreg, He was in his glory. There were many

aneCCa,nS in the Caravan’ among them his elder brother
to . everal friends: the Sherif Zayd had sent, he said,
Th;s Why he did not travel with his compatriots,

ar, SVening he drank so copiously of clarified butter,
CCa az7 Medina. I, I4
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and ate dates mashed with flour and other abomn#”
tions to such an extent, that at night he prepared £
give up the ghost. ;

We passed a pleasant hour or two before Sle‘?Pm,g'
T began to like the old Shaykh Mas'ud, who, seeing i
entertained me with his genealogy, his battles, and 1%
family affairs. The rest of the party could not prev.end
expressing contempt when they heard me putffe
frequent questions about torrents, hills, Bedawin, 2"
the directions of places. “Let the Father of Mus”
tachios ask and learn,” said the old man; “h€ lj
friendly with the Bedawin, and knows better than yoe
all” This reproof was intended to be bitter as &
poet’s satire—

““All fools have still an itching to deride,
And fain would be upon the laughing side.”

It called forth, however, another burst of merriment_’
for the jeerers remembered my nickname to have _be
longed to that pestilent heretic, Sa’ud the Wahhzltbl'n :
On Saturday, the 3rd September, the hateful S}gn“ ¢
gun awoke us at one aM. In Arab travel there 15 n y
thing more disagreeable than the Sariyah or nigh
march, and yet the people are inexorable abo.ut l,;
“Choose early Darkness (daljah) for your Wayfarlngs;_
said the Prophet, “as the Calamities of the Earth (Sin
pents and wild beasts) appear not at Night” I C; -
scarcely find words to express the weary horrors of ier
long dark march, during which the hapless tra_this’
fuming, if a European, with disappointment 12

; : s upo?
hopes of “seeing the country,” is compelled to sit up
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the back of 5 creeping camel. The day sleep too is
: nd of lethargy, and is all but impossible to pre-
fIve an appetite during the hours of heat.
th At half-past five a. M., after drowsily stumbling
r?ugh hours of outer gloom, we entered a spacious
O?Sm at least six miles broad, and limited by a circlet
low hill. It was overgrown with camel-grass and
Cacia (shittim) trees—mere vegetable mummies,—in
thany Places the water had left a mark; and here and
°Te the ground was pitted with mud-flakes, the re-
Maing o recently dried pools. After an hour’s rapid
Wayqp, we toiled over a rugged ridge, composed of
fo 0 and detached blocks of basalt and scoriee,
antastically piled, and thinly dotted with thorny
°6s. Shaykh Mas'ud passed the time in walking to
fro along his line of camels, addressing us with a
hallikum guddam, “to the front (of the litter)!” as we
¢ “®nded, and.a Khallikum wara “to the rear!” during
descent. It was wonderful to see the animals
Pbing from block to block with the sagacity of
Ntaineers; assuring themselves of their forehands
f] Ore‘ trusting all their weight to advance. Not a camel
i Cither here or on any other ridge: they moaned,
DUZ'EVEr, piteously, for the sudden turns of the path
ErLIEd‘ them; the ascents were painful, the descents
Yawe Stll more so; the rocks were sharp; fieep holes
Ned between the blocks, and occasionally an
h:alcla Caught the Shugduf, almost overthrowing the
_SD G{SS bearer by the suddenness and the tenacity of

8t

flutch, - This passage took place during daylight,
14
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But we had many at night, which I shall neither forget
nor describe.

Descending the ridge, we entered another hill-¢%”
circled basin of gravel and clay. In many place®
basalt in piles and crumbling strata of hornblend®
schiste, disposed edgeways, green within, and witho!
blackened by sun and rain, cropped out of the growt®”
At half-past ten we found ourselves in an “Acaci®
barren,” one of the things which pilgrims dread. HeL
Shugdufs are bodily pulled off the camel’s back 2%
broken upon the hard ground; the animals drop upo”
their knees, the whole line is deranged, and ever)
one, losing temper, abuses his Moslem brother. T

road was flanked on the left by an iron wall of plack
basalt. Noon brought us to another ridge, when<®
we descended into a second wooded basin surround®
by hills. d
Here the air was filled with those pillars of 53"

so graphically described by Abyssinian Bruce. i

scudded on the wings of the whirlwind over the Plallll’
huge yellow shafts, with lofty heads, horiZC’ntﬂly
bent backwards, in the form of clouds ; and on ¢
than one occasion camels were thrown down by the™
It required little stretch of fancy to enter into :
Arabs’ superstition. These sand-columns are suppPo°
to be Genii of the Waste, which cannot be Caughtl/
a notion arising from the fitful movements Of
electrical wind-eddy that raises them-——and, a5 i
advance, the pious Moslem stretches out his fore-fing®”
exclaiming, “Iron! O thou ill-omened one!”
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During the forenoon we were troubled by the
c;lmum’ which, instead of promoting perspiration,
Okes up and hardens the skin. 'The Arabs complain
Steatly of its violence on this line of road. Here T
5t remarked the difficulty with which the Bedawin
A thirst, «ya Latif!”—O Merciful (Lord)!—they
“laimed at times, and yet they behaved like men.
'2d ordered them to place the water-camel in front,
:1.)‘ 35 to exercise due supervision. Shaykh Mas’ud and
B 3 *n made only an occasional reference to the skins,
= hig nephew, a short, thin, pock-marked lad of
¢ ghFeen, whose black skin and woolly head suggested
€ idea of a semi-Aftican and ignoble origin, was
b "ays drinking; except when he climbed the camel’s
and, dozing upon the damp load, forgot his
In vain we ordered, we taunted, and we abused
he would drink, he would sleep, but he would
ork

thirgy.

him.
710t W

: At one p.mM. we crossed a Fiumara; and an hour
QalTr""ards we pursued the course of a second. Mas’ud
it red this the Wady el Khunak, and assured me that
dire‘lr{s from the E. and the S.E. in a N. and N.W.
nOOCtIOH, to the Medinah pl.aln. Early in the_ after-
banl? We reached a diminutive flat, on the Fiumara
e Beyond it lies a Mahjzir or stony ground, black
Wh.“Sual_ in El Hejaz, and over its length lay the road,
B € With dust and the sand deposited by the c_amels’
kno;;v aving arrived before t}‘le. Pasha, we did not
w0uldWhere to pitch; many opining that the Caravan

raverse the Mahjar and halt beyond it. We
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soon alighted, however, pitched the tent under a bur?”
ing sun, and were imitated by the rest of the party"
Mas’ud called the place Hijriyah. According to ™Y
computation it is twenty-five miles from Ghurab, 3%
its direction is S.E. 229, d
Late in the afternoon the boy Mohammed start€®
with a dromedary to procure water from the high®’
part of the Fiumara. Here are some wells, still calle
Bir Harun, after the great Caliph. The youth ¢
turned soon with two bags filled at an expense of pin®
piastres. This being the twenty-eighth Zu’l Ka'adal
many pilgrims busied themselves rather fruitlessly 'Wltl.
endeavours to sight the crescent moon. They failec

but we were consoled by seeing through a gap in i
western hills a heavy cloud discharge its blessed 102
and a cool night was the result. ¢

We loitered on Sunday, the 4th of Septembers aﬂ
El Hijriyah, although the Shaykh forewarned us of

es6

long stage. But there is a kind of discipline in th he

great Caravans. A gun sounds the order to strike !
tents, and a second bids you march off with all sp¢°
There are short halts of half an hour each, at dawﬂz
noon, afternoen, and sunset, for devotional Pui
poses, and these are regulated by a cannon or 2 Cis
verin. At such times the Syrian and Persian servﬂnhe’
who are admirably expert in their calling, pitc t‘es
large green tents, with gilt crescents, for the dl’gmmﬂvﬂ
and their harfms. The last resting-place is kfw;tf
by the hurrying forward of these “Farrash” or ‘tethe
Lascars,” who are determined to be the first OB
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Sound and at the well. A discharge of three guns
Motes the station, and when the Caravan moves by
Mght, o single cannon sounds three or four halts at
"regular intervals.
The principal officers were the Emir Hajj, one
Ashgal‘ Ali Pasha, a veteran of whom my companions
“Poke slightingly, because he had been the slave of a
- V€, probably the pipe-bearer of some grandee, who
his youth had been pipe-bearer to some other
‘ndee,  Under him was a Wakil or lieutenant, who
lr.lanaged the executive. The Emir el Surrah—called
‘mply 1] Surrah, or the Purse—had charge of the
araVan-treasure, and remittances to the Holy Cities.
- nd lastly there was a commander of the forces (Bashat
Askar): his host consisted of about 1000 irregular
eorsemen, Bashi Buzuks, half bandits half soldiers,
h habited and armed after his own fashion, ex-
eedingly dirty, picturesque-looking, brave, and in such
“Ountry of no use whatever.
Leaving El Hijriyah at seven A.M., we passed over
gtim stone-field by a detestable footpath, and at
O’clock struck into a broad E tumara, which runs
: oM the east towards the north-west. Its san('iy bed
$ OYel‘grown with Acacia, _the Senna_ plant, different
P;Cles of Euphorbie, the wild Capparis and the Daum
5 M. Up this line we travelled the whole day. About
P.M., we came upon a basin at least twelve miles
10ad, which absorbs the water of the adjacent hills.
“Customed ag T have been to mirage, a long thin line
%alt efflorescence appearing at some distance on the

e
Ine
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plain below us, when the shades of evening invested
the view, completely deceived me. Even the Arabs
were divided in opinion, some thinking it was the
effects of the rain which fell the day before: others
were more acute. It is said that beasts are never dé
ceived by the mirage, and this, as far as my experienc®
goes, is correct. May not the reason be that most ©
them know the vicinity of water rather by smell that
by sight? '

Upon the horizon beyond the plain rose darks
fort-like masses of rock which I mistook for building
the more readily as the Shaykh had warned me thaf
we were approaching a populous place. At last d€:
scending a long steep hill, we entered upon the 1eV€
ground, and discovered our error by the crunching
sound of the camels’ feet upon large curling flakes ©
nitrous salt overlying caked mud. Those civilis€
birds, the kite and the crow, warned us that we Wer®
in the vicinity of man. It was not, however, befor®
eleven p.M., that we entered the confines of Bl S%
wayrkiyah. The fact was made patent to us by H°
stumbling and the falling of our dromedaries over B¢
little ridges of dried clay disposed in squares upo”
the fields. There were other obstacles, such as gar gL
walls, wells, and hovels, so that midnight had SP¢
before our weary camels reached the resting place:
rumour that we were to halt here the next day, m2%°
us think lightly of present troubles; it proved, howeve"
to be false.

During the last four days I attentively observed e
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8€nera] face of the country. This line is a succession
Of low plains and basins, here quasi-circular, there ir-
Cgularly oblong, surrounded by rolling hills and cut
by Fiymaras which pass through the higher ground.
The basins are divided by ridges and flats of basalt
ad greenstone averaging from 100 to 200 feet in
ieight. The general form is a huge prism; sometimes
they gare table-topped. From El Medinah to El Su- -
Wayrkiyah the low beds of sandy Fiumaras abound.
fom E] Suwayrkiyah to El Zaribah, their place is
Yaken by «Ghadir,” or hollows in which water stag-
Rates; and beyond El Zaribah the traveller enters a
'®gion of water-courses tending W. and S.W. The
Versant is generally from the E. and SE. towards the
 and N.W. Water obtained by digging is,good
1ere rain is fresh in the Fiumaras; saltish, so as to
Yaste at first unnaturally sweet, in the plains; and bitter
" the basins and lowlands where nitre effloresces and
"n has had time to become tainted. The landward
a¢es of the hills are disposed at a sloping angle, con-
"sting strongly with the perpendicularity of their sea-
Wf‘Td sides, and I found no inner range corresponding
With, and parallel to, the maritime chain.

Nowhere had I seen a land in which Earth’s
an?tomy lies so bare, or one richer in volecanic and
Plimary formations. Especially towards the south, the

s were abrupt and quasi-vertical, with black and
aren flanks, ribbed with furrows and fissures, with
"ide and formidable precipices and castellated sum-

s Tike the work of man. The predominant formation

Wi
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was basalt, called by the Arabs Hajar Jehannum, OF
Hell-stone; here and there it is porous and cellulars
in some places compact and black; in others coarse
and gritty, of a tarry colour, and when fracture
shining with bright points. Hornblende is common
at El Medinah and throughout this part of El Heja%:
it crops out of the ground edgeways, black and prittle-
Greenstone, diorite, and actinolite are found, thou§
not so abundantly as those above mentioned. The
granites, called in Arabic Suwan, abound. Some 3¢
large grained, of a pink color, and appear in blockS
which, flaking off under the influence of the atmosph€r®
form ooidal blocks and boulders piled in irrregular
heaps. Others are grey and compact enough to take
a high polish when cut. The syenite is generauy
coarse, although there is occasionally found a rich fe_d
variety of that stome. I did not see eurite or euritic
porphyry except in small pieces, and the same M3
be said of the petrosilex and the milky and waX)C
quartz* In some parts, particularly between Yambt!
and El Medinah, there is an abundance of tawny
yellow gneiss markedly stratified. The transition 0%
mations are represented by a fine calcareous sandston®
of a bright ochre color: it is used at Meccah to ador™
the exteriors of houses, bands of this stone being D€
tion 13

Easte™
1 had 2

ined that
aying

* This country may have contained gold ; but the superficial forma
long been exhausted. At Cairo I washed some sand brought from the
shore of the Red Sea North of Wijh, and found it worth my while.
plan for working the diggings, but H. B. M.’s Consul Dr. Walne op
““gold was becoming too plentiful” and would not assist me, This wise S tter
has since then been repeated to me by men who ought to have known be

.than Dr. Walne.
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and there inserted into the courses of masonry. There
'S also a small admixture of the greenish sandstone
Which abounds at Aden. The secondary formation is
"Cpresented by a fine limestone, in some places al-
Most fit for the purposes of lithography, and a coarse
8Ypsum often of a tufaceous nature. For the super-
Icial gccumulations of the country, I may refer the

®ader to any description of the Desert between Cairo
and Syez.
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CHAPTER T,
The Bedawin of El Hejaz.

THE Arab may be divided into three racess—d
classification which agrees equally well with genesitic
genealogy, the traditions of the country, and the ob-
servations of modern physiologists.*

* In Holy Writ, as the indigens are not alluded to—only the Noachian racé
being described—we find two divisions :

1. The children of Joktan (great grandson of Shem), Mesopotamians Se“lef’l
in Southern Arabia, “from Mesha (Musa or Meccah ?) to Sephar (Z?Lfﬂr) -
mount of the East” (Gen. X. 30): that is to say, they occupied the lands from
El Tehamah to Mahrah.

2. The children of Ishmael, and his Egyptian wife; they peopled only the
wilderness of Paran in the Sinaitic Peninsula and the parts adjacent.

Dr. Aloys Sprenger (Life of Mohammed, p. 18.) throws philosophic doubf
upon the Ishmaelitish descent of M ohammed, who in personal appearance Wa°
a pure Caucasian, without any mingling of Egyptian blood. And the Ish-
maelitish origin of the whole Arab race is an utterly untenable theory. Years
ago, our great historian sensibly remarked that ‘‘the name (Saracens), used by
Ptolemy and Pliny in a more confined, by Ammianus and Procopius in a large*
sense, has been derived ridiculously from Sarah the wife of Abraham.” 1%
Gibbon’s observation, the erudite Interpreter of the One Primaval Lang““ge
—the acute bibliogist who metamorphoses the quail of the wilderness mto"f
“ruddy goose” — detects “insidiousness” and ““a spirit of restless and rans
corous hostility” against revealed religion. He proceeds on these sound gro“f;lis
to attack the accuracy, the honesty, and the learning of the mighty dead. T 5
may be Christian zeal ; it is not Christian charity. Of late years it has been to
fashion of every aspirant to ecclesiastical honors to deal a blow at the gh"slte
Gibbon. And, as has before been remarked, Mr. Foster gratuitously attac (n-
Burckhardt, whose manes had long rested in the good will of man. ‘This cOh o
trasts offensively with Lord Lindsay’s happy compliment to the memory of trl -
honest Swiss and the amiable eulogy quoted by Dr. Keith from the Quarte
(vol. XX1I.), and thus adopted as his own. 5 G

It may seem folly to defend the historian of the Decline and Fall aga!
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The first race, indigens or autochthones, are those
Sub-Caucasian tribes which may still be met with in
the province of ‘Mahrah, and generally along the coast

Ctween Maskat and Hadramaut. The Mahrah, the
habah, and the Gara especially show a low develop-
Ment, for which hardship and privation only will not
“atisfactorily account. These are “Arab el Aribah,”
°r whose inferiority oriental fable accounts as usual
Y thaumaturgy.

The principal advena are the Noachians, a great
Chaldzean or Mesopotamian tribe which entered Arabia
oyt 2200 A.c., and by slow and gradual encroach-\
Ments drove before them the ancient owners and seized
the happier lands of the Peninsula. The great Anizah
Uibe and the Nejdi families are types of this race,
Which is purely Caucasian and shows a highly nervous
ternperament, together with those signs of “blood?”
Which distinguish even the lower animals, the horse
Ind camel, the greyhound and the goat of Arabia.
Thege advenz would correspond with the Arab el

Usta’aribah, or Arabicized Arabs of the eastern his-
Oliang, :
The third family, an ancient and a noble race,
Ating from A.c. 1900, and typified in history by Ish-
Mael,  gtin) occupies the Sinaitic Peninsula. These
fabs, however, do not, and never did, extend beyond

:}11? compiler of the Historical Geography of Arabia. But continental Orien-
Allistg

th ave expressed their wonder at the appearance in this 19th century of
B

Oice of Israel from Mount Sinai” and the ““India in Greece:” they
be informed that all our Eastern students are not votaries of such oh-
€ Vagaries,

ShUuld
Sole
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the limits of the mountains, where, still dwelling 12
the presence of their brethren, they retain all the wild
customs and the untameable spirit of their forefathers:
They are distinguished from the pure stock by an
admixture of Egyptian blood, and by preserving the
ancient characteristics of the Nilotic family. The Ish-
maelites are sub-Caucasian, and are denoted in history
as the “Arab el Muta’arribah,” the insititious or half-
caste Arab.

Oriental ethnography, which, like most Easter?
sciences, luxuriates in nomenclative distinction, €
cognises a fourth race under the name of “Arab €l
Musta’ajamah.” These “barbarized Arabs” are noWw
represented by such a population as that of Meccah-

That Aus and Khazraj, the Himyaritic tribes which
emigrated to El Hejaz, mixed with the Amalikah, the
Jurham and the Katirah, also races from Yemen, 2%
with the Hebrews, a northern branch of the Semitic
family, we have ample historical evidence. And they
who know how immutable is race in the desert, Will
scarcely doubt that the Bedawi of El Hejaz preserves
in purity the blood transmitted to him by his al”
cestors.

I will not apologise for entering into details CO%"
cerning the personale of the Bedawin; a precise
physmal portrait of race, it has justly been remarkeds
is the sole deficiency in the pages of Bruce 28
Burckhardt.

The temperament of the Hejazi is not unfreqllently
the pure nervous, as the height of the forehead at
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t}?e fine texture of the hair prove. Sometimes the
bﬂiolls, and rarely the sanguine, elements predominate:
the lymphatic. I never saw. He has large nervous
Centres, and well-formed spine and brain, a conforma-
tIPH favorable to longevity. Bartema well describes
US color as a “dark leonine:” it varies from the
Cepest Spanish to a chocolate hue, and its varieties
¢ attributed by the people to blood. The skin is
‘ard, dry, and soon wrinkled by exposure. The
*anthous complexion is rare, though not unknown in
,Clties, but the leucous does not exist. The crinal hair
B frequently lightened by bleaching, and the pilar is
TOWner than the crinal. The voice is strong and
Clear, rather barytone than bass: in anger it becomes a
Shril] chattering like the cry of a wild animal. The
.29k of a chief is dignified and grave even to pensive-
Hess;  the “respectable man’s” is self-sufficient and
Sice; the lower orders look ferocious, stupid, and in
Uisitive, Vet there is not much difference in this
Point hetween men of the same tribe, who have similar
PUrsuits which engender similar passions. Expression
S the grand diversifier of appearance among civilised
People: in the Desert it knows few varieties.

The Bedawi cranium is small, osidal, long, high,
4Tow, and remarkable in the occiput for the develop-
€nt of Gall’s second propensity; the crown slopes

UDWards towards the region of firmness, which is
Clevateq 5 whilst the sides are flat to a fault. The hair,
*Posed to sun, wind, and rain, acquires a coarseness
Not Natural to it: worn in “Kurun,” ragged elf-locks,
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hanging down to the breast, or shaved in the for™
_“Shushah,” a skull-cap of hair, nothing can be wilder
“ than its appearance. The face is made to be a lon§
oval, but want of flesh detracts from its regularity:
The forehead is high, broad, and retreating; the uppe’
portion is moderately developed; but nothing can be
finer than the lower brow, and the frontal sinuses
stand out, indicating bodily strength and activity ©
character. The temporal fossa are deep, the bone
are salient, and the elevated zygomata combined with
the “lantern-jaw,” often give a “death’s-head” 2P
pearance to the face. The eyebrows are long, bushy
and crooked, broken, as it were, at the angle Wher®

“QOrder” is supposed to be, and bent in sign ©
thoughtfulness. Most popular writers, following

Page, describe the Arab eye as large, ardent, 28°.
black. The Bedawi of the Hejaz, and indeed th°
race generally, has a small eye, round, restless, de¢P”
set and fiery, denoting keen inspection with an ard®”

temperament and an impassioned character. Its colo!

{ is dark brown or green-brown, and the pupil is oftert
speckled. The habit of pursing up the skin below the
_orbits, and half closing the lids to exclude glare, Plflnts
the outer angles with premature crows’ feet. Anoth€
peculiarity is the sudden way in which the eye opens
especially under excitement. This, combined with 1
fixity of glance, forms an expression now oOf lively
fierceness, then of exceeding sternness; whilst the nar®’
space between the orbits impresses the countenanc® !
repose with an intelligence, not destitute of cunning
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As g general rule, however, the expression of the
AWi’s face is rather dignity than that cunning for
h the Semitic race is celebrated, and there are
S about the mouth in variance with the stern or
¢ fierce look of the brow. The ears are like those
Araly horses, small, well-cut, “castey” and elaborate,
tth any elevations and depressions. The nose is
ﬂ?{onolmced, generally aquilin‘e, but sometimes straight
)r: those Greek statues which have been treated as

digious exaggerations of the facial angle. For the
noosﬁ.part, it is a well-made feature \Vlth.dehcate

Strils, below which the septum appears: in anger
'Y swell and open like a blood mare’s. I have,
Si(\):e“:er’ seen, in not a few instances, pert and of;fen-
of g pugs.” Deep furrows desc?nd from the wings
gravleb nose, showmg f&n uncermm'tel}lper, now rtoo
ligy ) th§n too gay. “The %nouth 1s 1rregular. The
tag are either bordés, denotmg rudeness and want of
th = or they form a mere line. In the latter‘ case
Uppe 18 an appearance of undue deyelppment in the
i QW:T bortion of the countenance, especially when the
T} are ascetically thin, and the chin weakly retreats.
Sty
ar

ed
Whj.
ine
th

¢ latter feature, however, is generally well and
°gly made.  The teeth, as usual among Orientals,’
St White, even, short, .and b.road’—ind‘ications of
ingngth' Some tribes trim thelr‘mustachlos accord-
an {0 the “Sunnat;” the Shafe’i o'ften‘shave them,
lips Many allow them to hang Persian-like over the
tllf. The beard is represented by two tangled

a, POn the chin; where whisker should be, the
2 @nd Meding, 11, I5
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place is either bare or thinly covered with strag”
gling pile.

The Bedawin of El Hejaz are short men, about the
height of the Indians near Bombay, but weighing On_
an average a stone more. As usual in this stag€ 2
society, stature varies little; you rarely see a gianb
and scarcely ever a dwarf. Deformity is checked by
the Spartan restraint upon population, and no weakly
infant can live through a Bedawi life. The fig®
though spare, is square and well knit; fulness of hmb.
seldom appears but about spring, when milk abounds:
I have seen two or three muscular figures, but never
a fat man. The neck is sinewy, the chest broad, ¢
flank thin, and the stomach in-drawn; the legs, thous
fleshless, are well made, especially when the knee 2%
ankle are not bowed by too early riding. The shins
do not bend cucumber-like to the front as iB lfhe
African race. The arms are thin, with muscles like
whip-cords, and the hands and feet are, in point o
size and délicacy, a link between Europe and Indi?
As in the Celt, the Arab thumb is remarkably 10%8
extending almost to the first joint of the index, W€
with its easy rotation, makes it a perfect preherISIIe
instrument: the palm also is fleshless, small-boned, 3%
elastic. With his small active figure it is not Stranﬁe
that the wildest Bedawi’s gait should be pleasings "
neither unfits himself for walking, nor distorts A
ankles by turning out his toes according to the farc
rule of fashion, and his shoulders are not dressé

ca
d like
a drill sergeant’s, to throw all the weight of the bo
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e 1%
iE 0 the heels. Vet there is no slouch in his walk;
'S light and springy, and errs only in one point,
Metimes becoming a strut.

Such is the Bedawi, and such he has been for
?eges-_ The national type has been preserved by'sys-
Matic intermarriage. The wild men do not refuse
“I' daughters to a stranger, but the son-in-law would
€ forced to settle among them, and this life, which
% charms for a while , ends in becoming wearisome.
°T€ no evil results are anticipated from the union of
e Cousins, and the experience of ages and of a
g‘lghty nation may be trusted. Every Bedawi has a
sg t‘tO marry his father’s brother’s daughter before
IS given to a stranger; hence “cousin” (bint
012“?‘) In polite phrase signifies a “wife.” _Our physi-
. SgIStS* adduce the Sangre Azul of Spain and the
ine: of the lower ammalls to' prove .that degeneracy
the lt_ably follows “breeding-in.” Either th.ey have
Mzed from insufficient facts, or civilisation and

. ‘?ial living exercise some peculiar influence, or
la j5 g solitary exception to a general rule. The
tr:éeﬁhiCh I have mentioned is patent to every Eastern

er,

S0

Wi After this long description, the reader will perceive
Pleasure that we are approaching an interesting

*
lay, aDIT' Howe (Report on Idiotcy in Massachusetts, 1848,) asserts that ““the
Wiy, Sainst the marriage of relations is made out as clearly asthough it were
h“‘ds W o0 tables of stone.” He proceeds to show that in seventeen house-
Was o) C‘{‘ €re the parents were connected by blood, of n‘in.ety~ﬁve. children.one
dlseasedvarf» one deaf; twelve scrofulous, and forty-four idiots —total fifty-eight

! )
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theme,. the first question of mankind to the wanderer
—“What are the women like?”

Truth compels me to state that the women O
Hejazi Bedawin are by no means comely. ~Althous
the Benti Amur boast of some pretty girls,
are far inferior to the high-bosomed beauties of
And I warn all men that if they run to El Hejaz I
search of the charming face which appears iD my
first edition as “a Bedawi girl,” they will be itterly
disappointed: the dress was Arab, but it was worl
a fairy of the West.

The Hejazi woman’s eyes are fierce, her fe
harsh, and her face haggard; like all people of thz
South, she soon fades, and in old age her appeﬂr“nce
is truly witch-like. = Withered crones abound 1IN th
camps, where old men are seldom seen: the SWO'
and the sun are fatal to

f the
h

Yet they
Nejd-

2tures

““A green old age, unconscious of decay.”

The manners of the Bedawin are free and simﬂ?:
“vulgarity” and affectation, awkwardness and embﬂlo
rassment, are weeds of civilised growth, unknoW? "
the People of the Desert.* Vet their manners als
sometimes dashed with a strange Ceremoniousnei 1
When two friends meet, they either embrace OF o o
extend the right hands, clapping palm to palm; theds
foreheads are either pressed together, or their head K
are moved from side to side, whilst for minutes
gether mutual inquiries are made and answyere®

N 1 a5 the
* This sounds in English like an ““Irish bull.” T translate ‘‘ Badu,
dictionaries do, ““a desert.”
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I ;
4 breach of decorum, even when eating, to turn the

tﬁck Upon a person, and if a Bedawi does it, he in-
€nd

4 S an insult. When a man prepares coffee he
trlnkS the first cup: the “Sharbat Kajari” (poison) of

tl‘e P ersians, and the “Sulaymani” of Egypt, render
llS p

ecaution necessary. As a friend approaches the
hénp\it is not done to strangers fo.r fear of startling
M— those ‘who catch sight of him shout out his
e, and gallop up saluting with lances or firing
InatchIOCks in the air. This is the well-known “La’ab
ATut” or gunpowder play. Bedawin are generally
Olite i, language, but in anger temper is soon shown,
» although life be in peril, the foulest epithets, dog,
runkalrd, liar, and infidel, are discharged like pistol
° by both disputants. ‘
he best character of the Bedawi is a truly noble
o Ound of gentleness_., determination, and ger.lerosity.
e aH}" they are a mixture of Yvorldly cunning and
Souat Slmplicity, sensitive to touchiness, good-tempered
of .2 Solemn and dignified withal, fond of a jest yet
an % grave turn of mind, easily managed by a laugh
g 4 soft word, and pla.ca%ble after passion, though
Qastiy revengeful after injury. It has beer} sar-
am:;‘ny said of the Bend-Harb that there is not

Comp

““Que s'il ne violoit, voloit, tuoit, briiloit
T Ne fiit assez bonne personne.”

e il T o :
Mog feader will inquire, like the critics of a certain
Suppern humorist, how the fabric of society can . be

°red by such material, In the first place, it is a
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kind of “société léonine,” in which the fiercests the
strongest, and the craftiest obtains complete maste
over his fellows, and this gives a key-stone to the ar° n'
Secondly, there is the terrible blood-feud, which 'er
the most reckless fear for their posterity. And, th_lrd Y’
though the revealed law of the Koran, being o
ficient for the Desert, is openly disregarded, the 1“;
memorial customs of the “Kazi el Arab” (the Judge
the Arabs)* form a system stringent in the extreme'.n
The valour of the Bedawi is fitful and uncertale;
Man is by nature an animal of prey, educated by ¢
complicated relations of society, but readily relapslr;‘
into his old habits. Ravenous and sanguinary i 2
pensities grow apace in the Desert, but for the saﬁ’e
reason the recklessness of civilisation is unknown
Savages and semi-barbarians are always cautious,
cause they have nothing valuable but their 1ives aﬂa
limbs. The civilised man, on the contrary, 27 ‘i
hundred wants or hopes or aims, without which exlsry
ence has for him no charms. Arab ideas of brave I-
do not prepossess us. Their romances, full crll
hardy feats and impossible exploits, might char™

i
. 1 SULEL AT verscite]
* Throughout the world the strictness of the Lex Scripta is i1t mvea d vice
to that of custom : whenever the former is lax, the latter is stringent, they aré

versd. Thus in England, where law leaves men comparatively fre¢€, Jands of
slaves to a grinding despotism of conventionalities, unknown in the ‘espotic
tyrannical rule. This explains why many, accustomed to live lmfler ¢ encés
governments, feel fettered and enslaved in the so-called free countries: raf:ticﬂl
also, the reason why notably in a republic there is less private 2% P
liberty than under a despotism. He RKard el

The ““Kazi el Arab” (Judge of the Arabs) is in distinction t0 i bc sharP”
Shara, or the Kazi of the Koran. The former is, almost always, SO, 1Sy 2%
witted greybeard, with a minute knowledge of genealogy and Preced‘-‘ 1
tentive memory and an eloguent tongue.
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& time, but would not become the standard works of
i really fighting people. Nor would a truly valorous
face admire the cautious freebooters who safely fire
°Wn upon caravans from their eyries. Arab wars,
tOO, are a succession of skirmishes, in which five
huhdf&d men will retreat after losing a dozen of their
MWmber, T this partisan fighting the first charge
“CCures 5 victory, and the vanquished fly till covered
Y the shades of night. Then come cries and taunts
; Women, deep oaths, wild poetry, excitement, and
EPrisals, which will probably end in the flight of the
“Mer victor, When peace is to be made, both
};arties count up their dead, and the usual blood-
ey is paid for excess on either side. Generally,
. OWever, the feud endures till, all becoming weary of
> S0me great man, as the Sherif of Meccah, is called \
Pon o gettle the terms of a treaty, which is no-
Mg but an armistice. After a few months’ peace,
arflfince or a word will draw blood, for these hates
B old growths, and new dissensions easily shoot up

m them,

But contemptible though their battles be, the Be-
aiWin are not cowards. The habit of danger i'n raids
¢ bIOOd-feuds, the continual uncertainty of existence,
he desert, the chase, the hard life and exposure to

;o blunting the nervous system; the presence and
€ Practice of weapons, horsemanship, sharpshooting,
the Martial exercises, habituate them to look death in
the face 1ike men, and powerful motives will make
™ heroes, The English, it is said, fight willingly

u
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for liberty, our neighbours for glory; the Spaniard
fights, or rather fought, for religion and the “Pu
donor;” and the Irishman fights for the fun of fight
ing. Gain and revenge draw the Arab’s sword; Y&
Jthen he uses it fitfully enough, without the gay gal
lantry of the French or the persistency of the Anglo-
Saxon, To become desperate he must have the al
powerful stimulants of honour and fanaticism, F renzied
by the insults of his women, or by the fear of beil8
branded as a coward, he is capable of any mad decs
And the obstinacy produced by strong religious -
pressions gives a steadfastness to his spirit unknovw?
to mere enthusiasm. The history of the Bedawi tells
this plainly. Some unobserving travellers, indec®
have mistaken his exceeding cautiousness for S
cowardice. The incongruity is easily read by one W,ho
understands the principles of Bedawi warfare; Wi
them, as amongst the Red Indians, one death dims ?
victory. And though reckless when their passions aLe
thoroughly aroused, though heedless of danger wher
the voice of honour calls them, the Bedawin will not
sacrifice themselves for light motives. Besides, t}fey
have, as has been said, another and a potent incentiv®
to cautiousness. Whenever peace is concluded, they
must pay for victory.

There are two things which tend to soften the
ferocity of Bedawi life. These are, in the first plac®
intercourse with citizens, who frequently visit 27°
intrust their children to the people of the Black tent:
and, secondly, the social position of the women.
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The Rev. Charles Robertson, author of a certain
Ccture on Poetry, addressed to Working Men,” as-
*rts that Passion became Love under the influence
Of Christianity, and that the idea of a Virgin Mother
SPread over the sex a sanctity unknown to the poétry
Or the philosophy of Greece and Rome.* Passing over
'® objections of deified Eros and Immortal Psyehe
anfl of the Virgin Mother—symbol of moral purity—
CIng common to every old and material faith, I be-
Ve that all the noble ‘tribes of savages display the
Principle,  Thus we might expect to find, wherever
‘le fancy, the imagination, and the ideality are strong,
Some traces of a sentiment innate in the human organi-
“ation, It exists, says Mr. Catlin, amongst the North
Merican Indians, and even the Gallas and the Somal
 Aftica are not wholly destitute of it.
Miss Martineau, when travelling through Egypt,
On_ce visited a harem, and there found, among many
lings, especially in ignorance of books and book-
g?king, materials for a heart-broken wail over the
Sladation of her sex. The learned lady indulges,
% in sundry strong and unsavoury comparisons

Ween the harem and certain haunts of vice in
U.I‘()pe.

&«

et

I{Qi)e:}""llgh differing in opinion, upon one subject, with the Rev. Mr. Charles

Pregg; tSon, the lamgnted author of this little work, I cannot refrain froril ex-

anq -lng the highest admiration of those nob_lc. thoughts, _those exalted views,

With “‘OSC pOIishcd sentiments which, _combmmg the delicacy of the present
1€ chivalry of a past age, appear in a style

Wou “As smooth as woman and as strong as man.”

1 1 . 5 :
"‘exnof :hut it were in my power to pay a more adequate tribute to his
y!
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On the other hand, male travellers generally speak
lovingly of the harem. Sonnini, no admirer of Egypt
expatiates on “the generous virtues, the examples ©
magnanimity and affectionate attachment, the sent”
ments ardent, yet gentle, forming a delightful uniso?
with personal charms in the harems of the Mame-
lukes.”

As usual, the truth lies somewhere between the
two extremes. Human nature, all the world ovew
differs but in degree. Every where women may b¢
“capricious, coy, and hard to please” in common co%”
junctures: in the hour of need they will display devoted
heroism. Any chronicler of the Afghan war will bear
witness that warm hearts, noble sentiments, and a2
overflowing kindness to the poor, the weak, and the
unhappy are found even in a harem. Europe no¥
knows that the Moslem husband provides separat®
apartments and a distinct establishment for each ©
his wives, unless, as sometimes happens, one be 2”
old woman and the other a child. And, confessi?s
that envy, hatred, and malice often flourish in poly”
gamy, the Moslem asks, Is monogamy open to no ob-
jections?  As far as my limited observations go, PO~
andry is the only state of society in which jealousy
and quarrels about the sex are the exception and D°
the rule of life.

In quality of doctor I have seen a little and heard
much of the harem. It often resembles a Européd”
home composed of a man, his wife, and his mother
And T have seen in the West manya “happy fire-side
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fitter to make Miss Martineaw’s heart ache than any
arem in Grand Cairo.

Were it not evident -that the spiritualising of
Sxuality by sentiment, of propensity by imagination,
'S universal among the highest orders of mankind—
Cest Détoffe de la Nature que Pimagination a brodée,
Says Voltaire—1I should attribute the origin of “love”
' the influence of the Arabs’ poetry and chivalry
IPon European ideas rather than to medizval Chris-
Uanity, The “Fathers of the Church,” it must be re-
Membered, did not believe that women have souls.

he Moslems never went so far.

In nomad life, tribes often meet for a time, live
together whilst pasturage lasts, and then separate per-

4ps for a generation. Under such circumstances
Youths, who hold with the Italian that

“Perduto e tutto il tempo
Che in amor non si spende,”

Will Jose heart to maidens, whom possibly, by the laws
Of_ the clan, they may not marry, and the light o’ love
Vil fly her home. The fugitives must brave every
dnger, for revenge, at all times the Bedawi’s idol,
0w becomes the lode-star of his existence. But the
Tab lover will dare all consequences. “Men have
1®d and the worms have eaten them, but not for
O may be true in the West: it is false in the East,
F‘ _is is attested in every tale where love, and not am-
fion, s the groundwork of the narrative. And no-
Ng can be more tender, more pathetic than the use
Made of thege separations and long absences by the




236 A PILGRIMAGE TO MECCA AND MEDINA.

old Arab poets. Whoever peruses the Suspended Poem
of Lebid, will find thoughts at once so plaintive and
so noble, that even Dr. Carlyle’s learned verse cannot
wholly deface their charm.

The warrior-bard returns from afar, He lof’ks
upon the tracesyof hearth and home still furrowing
the desert ground. In bitterness of spirit he check.S :
himself from calling aloud upon his lovers and his
friends. He melts at the remembrance of their de-
parture, and long indulges in the absorbing theme:
Then he strengthens himself by the thought of Nas
wara’s inconstancy, how she left him and never thought
of him again. He impatiently dwells upon the charms
of the places which detain her, advocates flight from
the changing lover and the false friend, and, in the
exultation with which he feels his swift dromedary
start under him upon her rapid course, he seems f©
seek and find some consolation for woman’s perﬁd,y
and forgetfulness. Vet he cannot abandon NawarfLS
name or memory. Again he dwells with yearnits
upon scenes of past felicity, and he boasts Of. his
prowess—a fresh reproach to her— of his gentle bl_l'th’
and of his hospitality. He ends with an encomiu™
upon his clan, to which he attributes, as a noble A.ra’b
should, all the virtues of man. This is Goldsmlths{
deserted village in El Hejaz. But the Arab, with equd
simplicity and pathos, has a fire, a force of language’
and a depth of feeling, which the Irishman, admirabl®
as his verse is, could never rival,

As the author of the Peninsular War well remarks
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Women in troubled times, throwing off their accustomed
feebleness and frivolity, become helpmates meet for
Man.  The same is true of pastoral life. Here, be-
Ween the extremes of fierceness and sensibility, the
Weaker sex, remedying its want of power, raises it-
SClf by courage, physical as well as moral. In the
arly days of El Islam, if history be credible, Arabia
ad a race of heroines. Within the last century, Gha-
Yah, the wife of a Wahhabi chief, opposed Moham-
Med Al himself in many a bloody field. A few years
420, when Ibn Asm, popularly called Ibn Rumi, chief
Of the Zubayd clan about Rabigh, was treacherously
Sain by the Turkish general, Kurdi Usman, his sister,
& fair young girl, determined to revenge him. She

ed upon the “Arafat-day” of pilgrimage for the ac-
“omplishment of her designs, disguised herself in male
?lttire, drew her kerchief in the form “Lisam’f over the
OWer part of her face, and with lighted match awaited

ey e

nemy. The Turk, however, was not present, and
the g

itl was arrested to win for herself a local reputa-
%N equal to the “maid” of Salamanca. Thus it is
tha the Arab’ has learned to swear that great oath “by
e honour of my women.”

The Bedawin are not without a certain Platonic
aﬁection, which they call “Hawa (or Ishk) uzri”—
pa“rdonab]e love. They draw the fine line betWCen
Mant and amoureux: this is derided by the towng-
P eople, little suspecting how much such a custom says
- avour of the wild men. Arabs, like other Orientals,

h 3 :
2l that, in such matters, man is saved, not by faith,
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but by want of faith. They have also a saying no
unlike ours—

““She partly is to blame who has been tried,
He comes too near who comes to be denied.”

The evil of this system is that they, like cerfal®
Southerns, pensano sempre al male —always suspec_tr
which may be worldly-wise, and also always show their
suspicions, which is assuredly foolish. For thus the€y
dermoralise their women, who might be kept in the Wa¥
of right by self-respect and a sense of duty.
From ancient periods of the Arab’s history we find
him practising knight-errantry, the wildest form of
chivalry. “The Songs of Antar,” says the author ©
the “Crescent and the Cross,” “show little of the trt
chivalric spirit.” What thinks the reader of sentiments
like these?* “This valiant man,” remarks Antar, (who
was “ever interested for the weaker sex,”) “hath de-
fended the honour of women.” We read in anoth®
place, “Mercy, my lord,"is the noblest quality of the
noble” Again, it is the most ignominious of dee®”
to take free-born women prisoners.” ‘“Bear not malic®
O Shibub,” quoth the hero, “for of malice good neve"
came.” Is there no true greatness in this sentiment”
——“Birth is the boast of the fainéant; noble is the yoL
who beareth every ill, who clotheth himself in ™M&
during the noon-tide heat, and who wandereth throug
the outer darkness of night” And why does s
“knight of knights” love Ibla? Because “she L

> S i dis~
* T am not ignorant that the greater part of “Antar” is of modern and
puted origin.  Still it accurately expresses Arab sentiment.
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bl_OOming as the sun at dawn, with hair black as the
Inldnight shades, with Paradise in her eye, her bosom
n €nchantment, and a form waving like the tamarisk
When the soft wind blows from the hills of Nejd!”
Yes! but his chest expands also with the thoughts of
€r “faith, purity, and affection”—it is her moral as
Well as her material excellence that makes her the
SI0’s “hope, and hearing, and sight” Briefly, in
Otar T discern

““a love exalted high,
By all the glow of chivalry ;”

N4 T Jament to see so many intelligent travellers mis-
Judging the Arab after a superficial experience of a
°W debased Syrians or Sinaites. The true children
Antar, my Lord Lindsay, have 7ot “ceased to be
8entleme,”
In the days of ignorance, it was the custom for
“dawin, when tormented by the tender passion, which
SCemg to have attacked them in the form of “posses-
Slo.n)” to sigh and wail and wander for long years,
g the most truculent deeds to melt the obdurate
ialr. When Arabia Islamized, the practice ch.ange-d
fs Clement for proselytism. The Fourth Cafhph is
¢d to have travelled far, redressing the injured,
Dllnishing the injurer, preaching to the infidel, and
“Pecially protecting women—the chief end and aim
knighthood, The Caliph El Mutasim heard in the
fisefnbly of his courtiers that a woman of Sayyid
& My had been taken prisoner by a “Greek barbarian”
Mmoria, The man on one occasion struck her;
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wllg}f she cried “Help me, O Mutasim!”? and th.€
“clown said derisively, “Wait till he cometh upon N5
pied ‘steed!” The chivalrous prince arose, sealed UP
tlie wine cup which he held in his hand, took oath to
do his knightly devoir, and on the morrow started for
Ammoria, with 70,000 men, each mounted on a PI€”
bald charger. Having taken the place, he entered 16
exclaiming, “Labbayki, Labbayki!”—«Here am I 2t
thy call!” He struck off the caitiff’s 'head, releas¢
the lady with his own hands, ordered the cupbearer 19
bring-the sealed bowl, and drank from it, exclaiming
“Now, indeed, wine is good!” ;

To conclude this part of the subject with another
far-famed instance. When El Mutanabbi, the poeh
prophet, and warrior of Hums (A.H. 354) started 1
gether with his son on their last journey, the fathe®
proposed to seek a place of safety for the night. “Art
thou the Mutanabbi,” exclaimed his slave, “who wrot®
these lines-f

‘T am known to the night, to the wild, and the steed,
To the guest, and the sword, to the paper and reed 2’ 7 *

L

The poet, in reply, lay down to sleep on Tigl®

bank, in a place haunted by thieves, and, disdainios
flight, lost his life during the hours of darkness.

It is the existence of this chivalry among 46

“Children of Antar” which makes the society of BE”

dawin (“damned saints,” perchance, and “honor? e

n

] 5 5 5 3 QevieW
* T wish that the clever Orientalist who writes in the ““Saturday I\L]\;udcd

would not translate “Al Layl” by lenes subnocte susuryi : the Arab bard 2

to no such effeminacies.
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;’lnains,”> so delightful to the traveller who, like the
.ate Haji Wali (Dr. Wallin), understands and is under-
it(’f’d by them. Nothing more naive than his lamen-"
tons at finding himself in the “loathsome company
2f Persians,” or among Arab townspeople, whose
) llthy and cowardly minds” he contrasts with the
b 1gh and chivalrous spirit of the true Sons of the
: Esert”  Your guide will protect you with blade and
Pear  even against his kindred, and he expects you
? do the same for him. You may give a man the
Ile,. but you must lose no time in baring your sword.
volved in dispute with overwhelming numbers, -
You address some elder, “Dakhilak, ya Shaykh!” (I
) thy protected, O Sir, and he will espouse your

Marre] with greater heat and energy, indeed, than if
Were his own. But why multiply instances? i

. The language of love and war and all excitement

Opoetl‘y‘, and here, again, the Bedawi excels. Trayellers

. “Mplain that the wild men have ceased to sing. This

exitrue if “poet” be limited to a few authm.'s whose
Stence everywhere depends upon the accidents of

le):itgorlage or political occurrences. A far stronger

€nce of poetic feeling is afforded by the phrase-
hiogy of the Arab, and the highly .imaginatxve turn c.>f
e COmmonest expressions. I‘)est1t'ute\ of. the Haouis
'€, as we define it, he certainly is: as in the Mile-
fan, Wit and fancy, vivacity and passion, are too strong
- Teason and judgment, the rein.s which guide Apollo’s
Leg' And although the Bedawin no longer boast a

71d or a Maysunah, yet they are passionately fond
“Ca and Medina, 1. 16
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of their ancient bards. A man skilful in reading El
Mutanabbi and the Suspended Poems would be ¢
ceived by them with the honors paid by civilisation ©
the travelling millionnaire. And their elders have
goodly store of ancient and modern war songs, 1eg€™ #
and love ditties which all enjoy.

I cannot well explain the effect of Arab poetry
one who has not visited the Desert. Apart from ¥
pomp of words, and the music of the sound, there P
a dreaminess of idea and a haze thrown over th€ ‘?b‘
ject, infinitely attractive, but indescribable. DescriP”
tion, indeed, would rob the song of indistinctness; i
essence. To borrow a simile from a sister art:

Arab poet sets before the mental eye, the dim gra®

outlines of picture, which must be filled up by i

reader, guided only by a few glorious touches, powe”
fully standing out, and the sentiment which the scen’
is intended to express; whereas, we Europeans 2"
moderns, by stippling and minute touches, prOduCe

miniature on a large scale so objective as to exh,aus
rather than to arouse reflection. As the poet 1?

creator, the Arab’s is poetry, the European’s yersicd
description. The language, “like a faithful wife, 107
lowing the mind and giving birth to its offspriﬂg,” 5
free from that “luggage of particles,” which clogs C
modern tongues, leaves a mysterious vagueness .
tween the relation of word to word, which materially
assists the sentiment, not the sense, of the poer
When verbs and nouns have, each one, many differ ertls
significations, only the radical or general idea sugges
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Self. Rich and varied synonyms, illustrating the finest
*hades of meaning, are artfully used; now scattered to
Startle s by distinctness, now to form as it were a
Sar about which dimly seen satellites revolve. And,
20 cut short a disquisition which might be prolonged
lndeﬁrlitely, there is in the Semitic dialect a copious-
°SS of thyme which leaves the poet almost unfettered
© choose the desired expression. Hence it is that a
“Tanger speaking Arabic becomes poetical as naturally
S he would be witty in French and philosophic in
“man. Truly spake Mohammed el Damiri, “Wis-
M hath alighted upon three things—the brain of
the Franks, the hands of the Chinese, and the tongues
Of the Arabs.” i
The name of “Harami”—Dbrigand—is still honor-
?Ble among the Hejazi Bedawin. Slain in raid or
2y, a man is said to die “Ghandur,” or a brave.
p € on the other hand, who is lucky enough, as we
ould express it, to die in his bed, is called “Fatis”
(Carrion, the corps crévé of the Klephts); his weeping
Mothey will exclaim, “O that my son had perished of
St throat!” and her attendant crones will suggest,
deference, that such evil came of the will of
S s ol of ithe Lahabah, a sept of the Auf
ear Rabigh, that a girl will refuse. even her cousin
b8 i the | abdbnce ot 0ther opportunities, he
Nder gome article from the Hajj Caravan in front
the Pasha’s links. Detected twenty years ago, the
?hnquent would have been impaled; now he escapes

W
Ytk rib-roasting. Fear of the blood-fe161d, and the
1 *
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certainty of a shut road to future travellers, Prever}t
the Turks proceeding to extremes. They conceal thelr
weakness by pretending that the Sultan hesitates i
wage a war of extermination with the thieves of th°
Holy Land. : s
It is easy to understand this respect for brigan,db'
Whoso revolts against society requires an iron mI”
in an iron body, and these mankind instinctively 4%
mires, however mis-directed be their energies. T husi
in all imaginative countries, the brigand is a Bele
even the assassin who shoots his victim from beh?
a hedge appeals to the fancy in Tipperary or oo *
Abruzzian hills. Romance invests his loneliness Wil
grandeur; if he have a wife or a friend’s wife, roman®
becomes doubly romantic, and a tithe of the SUP”
fluity robbed from the rich and bestowed upon the
poor will win to Gasparoni the hearts of a peOPle'
The true Bedawi style of plundering, with its numero’’
niceties of honor and gentlemanly manners, gives ™
robber a consciousness of moral rectitude. “StriP ,O
that coat, O certain person! and that turban,” exclaim?®
the highwayman, “they are wanted by my lady”
cousin.” You will (of course, if necessary) lend €2 y
ear to an order thus politely attributed to the requ*®’
" ments of the fair sex. If you will add a few obligin®
expressions to the bundle, and offer Latro a cuP ok
coffee and a pipe, you will talk half your toilette P3¢
to your own person; and if you can quote 2 ligtle
poetry, you will part the best of friends, leaving per 4
haps only a pair of sandals behind you. But shotl
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You hesitate, Latro, lamenting the painful necessity,
OPCheS up your back with the heel of his spear. If
this hing suffice not, he will make things plain by the
A0ce’s point, and when blood shows, the tiger-part” of
‘Manity appears. Between Bedawin, to be tamely
Dlundered, especially of the mare, is a lasting dis-
8ace; 4 man of family lays down his life rather than
y_leld éven to overpowering numbers. This despera-
'On hag raised the courage of the Bedawin to high
‘®pute amongst the settled Arabs, who talk of single
Sives capable, like the Homeric heroes, of overpower-
¢ three hundred men.

I omit general details about the often described

A%, or Vendetta. The price of blood is $ 800=200/,
°f rather that sum imperfectly expressed by live-stock.
Al the Khamsah or A’amam, blood relations of the
Ay €T, assist to make up the required amount, rating
“3Ch animal at three or four times its proper value.
' such occasions violent scenes arise from the con-
°t of the Arab’s two pet passions, avarice and
revenge. The “avenger of blood” longs to cut the
°%S throat. On the other hand, how let slip an op-
.Ortunity of enriching himself? His covetousness is
I_HtenSe’ as are all his passions. He has always a pro-
et of buying a new dromedary, or of investing capital
3 SO0me marvellous colt; the consequence is, that he
% Wsatiahle,  Still he receives blood-money with a
% ing of shame, and if it be offered to an old ‘woman
“the Most revengeful variety of our species, be it re-

Inarkec1~she will dash it to the ground, and clutch

)
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. 4 of
her knife, and fiercely swear by Allah that she will 2
“eat” her son’s blood. nen
g ; : L e
The Bedawi considers himself a man only W
mounted on horseback, lance in hand, bound for
foray or a fray, and carolling some such gaiety 25
““ A steede! a steede of matchlesse speede !
A sword of metal keene !

All else to noble minds is drosse,
All else on earth is meane.”

Even in his pastimes he affects those that imitat®
war. Preserving the instinctive qualities which lie dor
mant in civilisation, he is an admirable sportsman- 1
children, men in miniature, begin with a rude syste”

of gymnastics when they can walk. “My young one®

play upon the backs of camels,” was the reply made
to me by a Jahayni Bedawi when offered some Eg}’P’
tian plaything. The men pass their time princip?

| in hawking, shooting, and riding. The ¢ Sakr,” I an
told, is the only falcon in general use; they train 1F
pursue the gazelle, which greyhounds pull down whet
fatigued. I have heard much of their excellent mar S;
manship, but saw only moderate practice with a 1088
matchlock rested and fired at standing objects. Dou?lei
barrelled guns are rare amongst them. Their princip?
weapons are matchlocks and firelocks, pistols, javehrls;
spears, swords, and the dagger called “jambiyahi” the
sling and the bow have long been given up- The
guns come from Egypt, Syria, and Turkey; for th?
Bedawi cannot make, although he can repair; this
arm. He particularly values a good old barrel geven
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SPang long, and would rather keep it than his coat;
“ONSequently, a family often boasts of four or five
8Uns, which descend -from generation to generation.
€r price varies from two to sixty dollars. The Be-

AWin collect nitre in the country, make excellent
:hla.rCOal, and import sulphur from Egypt and India;

CIr powder, however, is coarse and weak. For hares
“d birds they cut up into slugs a bar of lead ham-
gllered out to a convenient size, and they cast bullets

Moulds. They are fond of ball-practice, firing, as
SVery sensible man does, at short distances, and striv-
tﬁg at extreme precision. They are ever backing

“Mselyes with wagers, and will shoot for a sheep, the
0s‘er Inviting his friends to a feast: on festivals they
W011 the head, and use it as mark and prize. Those
5 O affect excellence are said to fire at a bullet hang-
d 8§ ‘by a thread; curious, however, to relate, the Be-
AWin of El Hejaz have but just learned the art,
Senera] in Persia and Barbary, of shooting from horse-
ack at speed.

Pistols have been lately introduced into the Hejaz,
are not common amongst the Bedawin. The
ns incline to this weapon, as it is derived from
ONstantinople, In the, Desert a tolerable pair with
0t locks may be worth thirty do]lars, ten times their
fice in England. :

I The spears, called Kanat, or reeds, are made of
"ale bamboos imported from India. They are at least

Qitize

Velve feet long, iron-shod, with a tapering point,
feath which hang one or two tufts of black ostrich
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¢ feathers. Besides the Mirzak, or javelin, they have a
spear called “Shalfah,” a bamboo or a palm SUC,
garnished with a head about the breadth of a mans
hand.

No good swords are fabricated in El Hejaz. The
Khelawiyah and other Desert clans have made SO™°
poor attempts at blades. They are brought from Persi®
India, and Egypt; but I never saw anything of value

The Darakah, or shield, also comes from India-
is the common Cutch article, supposed to be made ©
rhinoceros hide, and displaying as much brass kn‘?b
and gold wash as possible. The Bedawin still use ™
the remoter parts Dira’a, or coats of mail, worn by
horsemen over buff jackets. /

The dagger is made in Yemen and other place®’
it has a vast variety of shapes, each of which, as us’ua’
has its proper name. Generally they are but little
curved—whereas the Gadaymi of Vemen and HaZ™®
maut is almost a semicircle— with tapering blad,e’ '
wooden handle, and scabbard of the same mater®
overlaid with brass. At the point of the scabbard **
a round knob, and the weapon is so long, that a sl
when walking cannot swing his right arm. In narto¥
places he must enter sideways; but it is the mod®
always to appear in dagger, and the weapon, like th]C
French soldier’s coupe-choux, is really useful for stc”
bloodless purposes as cutting wood and gathering 8135
In price they vary from one to thirty dollars. ¢

The Bedawin boast greatly of swordmanship; Put !
is apparently confined to delivering a tremendous slash,
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and to jumping away from a return-cut instead of
Parrying either with sword or shield. The citizens
ave learned the Turkish scimitar play, which, in
Srotesqueness and general absurdity, rivals the East-
Indian school. None of these Orientals know the use
Of the point which characterises the highest school of
arms,

The Hejazi Bedawin have no game of chance, and
dare not, I am told, ferment the juice of the Daum
Palm, a5 proximity to Aden has taught the wild men
Of Yemen. Their music is in a rude state. The prin-
“Ipal instrument is the Tabl, or kettle-drum, which is
Of two kinds; one, the smaller, used at festivals; the
Other, 5 large copper “tom-tom,” for martial purposes,
Overed with leather, and played upon, pulpit-like,
With fist and not with stick. Besides which, they have
the one-stringed Rubabah, or guitar, that “monotonous

U charming instrument of the Desert.” In another
PlaCe I have described their dancing, which is an
'8noble spectacle.

The Bedawin of El Hejaz have all the knowledge
U€cessary for procuring and protecting the riches of
“avage life, They are perfect in the breeding, the
tra_ining, and the selling of cattle. They know suf-

Clent of astronomy to guide themselves by night, and
e acquainted with the names of the principal stars.
Their 15¢q1 memory is wonderful. And such is their
Wstinct in the art of Asar, or tracking, that it is popu-
Uy said of the Zubayd clan, which lives between

€ccah and El Medinah, a man will lose a she camel
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/ and know her four-year-old colt by its foot. Always
engaged in rough exercises and perilous journeys
they have learned a kind of farriery and a simple

" system of surgery. In cases of fracture they bind 02
splints with cloth bands, and the patient drinks camel’s

- milk and clarified butter till he is cured. Cuts ar¢
washed carefully, sprinkled with meal gunpowder, an’
sewn up. They dress gunshot wounds with raw camel’s
flesh, and rely entirely upon nature and diet. Whe?
bitten by snakes or stung by scorpions, they scarify
the place with a razor, recite a charm, and apply t©
it a dressing of garlic. The wealthy have “Fiss,” ©F
ring-stones, brought from India, and used with 2
formula of prayer to extract venom. Some few posses
the “Teriyak” (Theriack) of El Irak; the great count€’”
poison, internal as well as external, of the East. TB¢
poorer classes all wear the Za’al or “Hibas” of Yemen;
two yarns of black sheep’s wool tied round the 168
under the knee and above the ankle. When bitte?
the sufferer tightens these cords above the injured par
which he immediately scarifies; thus they act as tourn!”
quets. These ligatures also cure cramps—and there
is no other remedy.

The Bedawi’s knowledge of medicine is unusually
limited in this part of Arabia, where even simples a°
not required by a people who rise with dawn, €3t
little, always breathe desert air, and “at night I{lake
the camels their curfew.” The great tonic is clarifie
butter, and the “kay,” or actual cautery, is used €ve”
for rheumatism. This counter-irritant, together with 2
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Curious and artful phlebotomy, blood being taken, as
by the Italians, from the toes, the fingers, and other
Parts of the body, are the Arab panaceas. They treat
*cald-head with grease and sulphur. Ulcers, which *
€re abound, without, however, assuming the fearful
ty_Pe of the “Helcoma Yemenense,” are cauterised and
Stimulated by verdigris. The evil of which Fracastorius
Sang is combated by sudorifics, by unguents of oil and
Sulphur, and especially by the sand-bath. The patient,
Uried up to the neck, remains in the sun fasting all
4y; in the evening he is allowed a little food. This
l‘uqe course of “packing” lasts for about a month. It
Suits some constitutions; but others, especially Euro-
Peans, have tried the sand-bath and died of fever.
ules’ teeth, roasted and imperfectly pounded, remove
Cataract, Teeth are extracted by the farrier’s pincers,
1d the worm which throughout the East is supposed
' produce toothache, falls by fumigation. And, finally,
aftey great fatigue, or when suffering from cold, the
ody ig copiously greased with clarified butter and ex-
Posed to a blazing fire.

Mohammed and his followers conquered only the
ore civilised Bedawin; and there is even to this day
e or no religion amongst the wild people, except
th.OSe on the coast or in the vicinity of cities. The
faith of the Bedawi comes from El Islam, whose hold
'S weak, But his customs and institutions, the growth

his climate, his nature, and his wants, are still those

IS ancestors, cherished ere Meccah had sent forth

‘Ophet, and likely to survive the day when every
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vestige of the Ka’abah shall have disappeared. Of this
nature are the Hejazi’s pagan oaths, his heathem?h
names (few being Moslem except “Mohammed”) 015
ordeal of licking red-hot iron, his Salkh, or scarificd”
tion—proof of manliness—his blood revenge, and hes
| eating carrion (& e. the body of an animal killed
without the. usual formula). All these I hold to D€
‘remnants of some old creed; nor should I despair ©
finding among the Bedawin bordering upon the Great
Desert some lingering system of idolatry. :

The Bedawin of El Hejaz call themselves Shaf’€l;
but what is put into the mouths of their brethren 1
the West applies equally well here. “We pray f’_ot’
because we must drink the water of ablution; we 81¥¢
no alms, because we ask them; we fast not the R#
mazan month, because we starve throughout the years
and we do no pilgrimage because the world is the
House of Allah.” Their blunders in religious matt€’®
supply the citizens with many droll stories. And it 1
to be observed that they do not, like the Greek pirat®
or the Italian bandits, preserve a religious element ™
their plunderings; they make no vows and they €ar®
fully avoid offerings.

The ceremonies of Bedawi life are few and simpl€
—circumcisions, marriages, and funerals. Of the former
rite there are two forms, “Taharah,” as usual in
Islam, and “Salkh,” an Arab invention, derived fro™
the times of Paganism. During Wahhabi rule it W&
forbidden under pain of death, but now the peopl
have returned to it. The usual age for Taharah 13

5 0O o g o o

—
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_betWeen five and six; among some classes, however,
s performed ten years later. On such occasions
Castings and merry-makings take place as at our
Christenings.

Women being a marketable commodity in bar-
barism as in civilisation, the youth in El Hejaz is not
Married ill his father can afford to pay for a bride,

here is little pomp or ceremony save firing of guns,.
. 0cing, singing, and eating mutton. The “settlement”
S usually about thirty sound Spanish dollars, half paid
OWn, and the other half owed by the bridegroom to
the father, the brothers, or the kindred of his spouse.
e tribes will take animals in lieu of ready money.

Man of wrath not contented with his bride, puts

ST away at once. If peaceably inclined, by a short
flay he avoids scandal. Divorces are very frequent
Mong Bedawin, and if the settlement money be duly
Paid, no evil comes of them.

The funerals of the wild men resemble those of

the Citizens, only they are more simple, the dead being

Uried where they die. The corpse, after ablution, is
*hrouded in any rags procurable, and, women and
lreq weepers not being permitted to attend, it is
Carrieq to the grave by men only. A hole'is dug, ac-
Cording to Moslem custom; dry wood, which every-
Where abounds, is disposed to cover the corpse, and
Snval of stones surrounding a mound of earth keeps
Ut jackals and denotes the spot. These Bedawin haye
°% like the wild Sindis and Belochis, favorite ceme-
*Tes, o which they transport their dead from afar,
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The traveller will find no difficulty in living amongst
the Hejazi Bedawin. “Trust to their honour and yOU
are safe,” as was said of the Crow Indians; “to thelf
honesty, and they will steal the hair off your head-
Only, the wanderer must adopt the wild man’s mott0;
“omnia mea mecum porto,” he must have good nerves
be capable of fatigue and hardship, possess som€
knowledge of drugs, shoot and ride well, speak Aratb_IC
and Turkish, know by reading the customs, and avo!
offending against local prejudices, by causing himself;
for instance, to be called “Tagga’a.” The payment 0”
a small sum secures to him a “Rafik,” and this «friend,
after once engaging in the task, will be faithful. “We€
have eaten salt together” (Nahnu Malihin) is still 2
bond of friendship: there are, however, some tribes
who require to renew the bond every twenty-four
hours, as otherwise, to use their own phrase, “the salt
is not in their stomachs.” Caution must be exercis€
in choosing a. companion who has not too many blo©
feuds. There is no objection to carrying a coppe’
watch and a pocket compass, and a Koran could be
fitted with secret pockets for notes and pencil. Strang€™
should especially avoid handsome weapons; these tempt
the Bedawi’s cupidity more than gold. The ofhe’
extreme, defencelessness, is equally objectionable: It
is needless to say that the traveller must never be se€?
writing anything but charms, and on no account sketch
in public. He should be careful in questioning, 3
rather lead up to information than ask directly-
offends some Bedawin, besides denoting ignorance a2
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Curiosity, to be asked their names or those of their
Cl.ans: a man may be living incognito, and the tribes
dl'Stirlguish themselves when they desire to do so by
T€ss, personal appearance, voice, dialect, and accen-
tWation, points of difference plain to the initiated. A
‘f‘ew dollars suffice for the road, and if you would be
Iespectable,” a taste which I will not deprecate, some
Such presents as razors and Tarbushes are required
for the chiefs.

The government of the Arabs may be called almost
0 autonomy. The tribes never obey their Shaykhs,
Unless for personal considerations, and, as in a civilised
dtmy, there generally is some sharp-witted and brazen-
Aced individual whose voice is louder than the general’s,
U their leonine society the sword is the great ad-
Ministrator of law.

Relations between the Bedawi tribes of El Hejaz :
zre.of a threefold character: they are either “Ashab,” [

Iman,” or “Akhwan.” -

“Ashab,” or “comrades,” are those who are bound
!3}’ Oath to an alliance offensive and defensive: they
Intermarry, and are therefore closely connected.
“Kiman,” or foes, are tribes between whom a
0d feud, the cause and the effect of deadly enmity,

blo

Exists,

“Akhawat,” or “brotherhood,” denotes the tie be-

en the stranger and the Bedgwi, who asserts an

i:frln_nemorial and inalienable right to the soil upon
UCh his forefathers fed their flocks. Trespass by a
“18hboyr instantly causes war. Territorial increase

twe
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is rarely attempted, for if of a whole clan but a single
boy escape he will one day assert his claim to the
land, and be assisted by all the Ashab, or allies of the
slain. By paying to man, woman, or child a smal
sum, varying, according to your means, from a f€W
[ pence worth of trinkets to a couple of dollars, you
| share bread ‘and salt with the tribe, you and your
horse become “Dakhil” (protected), and every 0n¢
must afford you brother-help. If traveller or trader
 attempt to pass through the land without defraying El
Akhawah or El Rifkah, as it is termed, he must expect
to be plundered, and, resisting, to be slain: it is 1O
dishonor to give it, and he clearly is in the wrong WhO
refuses to conform to custom. The “Rafik,” under
different names, exists throughout this part of the
world; at Sinai he was called a “Ghafir,” a “Rabi’a:
in Hastern Arabia, amongst the Somal an «Abban;
and by the Gallas a “Mogasa.” I have called the 3%
“black mail;”, it deserves a better name, being clearly
the rudest form of thoe transit dues and octrois whicl
are in nowise improved by “progress” The Ahl Bayb
or dwellers in the Black Tents, levy the tax from the
Ahl Hayt, or the People of Walls; that is to $&)
townsmen and villagers who have forfeited right tO be
held Bedawin, It is demanded from bastard Arab
and from tribes who, like the Hutaym and the
Khelawiyah, have been born basely or have beco™®
" “nidering” And these people are obliged to P2y i
at home as well as abroad. Then it becomes !a
sign of disgrace, and the pure clans, like the Bent

Py el el e )
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Harb, will not give their damsels in marriage to
“brothers,”
Besides this Akhawat-tax and the pensions by the
Orte to chiefs of clans, the wealth of the Bedawi
Consists in his flocks and herds, his mare, and his
Weapons, Some clans are rich in horses; others are
Celebrated for camels; and not a few for sheep, asses,
01 greyhounds. The Ahamidah tribe, as has been
rnefhtioned, possesses few animals; it subsists by plunder
ad by presents from pilgrims. The principal wants
of the country are sulphur, lead, cloths of all kinds,"
Sugar, spices, coffee, corn, and rice. Arms are valued
Y the men, and it is advisable to carry a stock of
mingham jewellery for the purpose -of conciliating
Vomankind, ~ In exchange the Bedawin give sheep,
“attle, clarified butter, milk, wool, and hides, which
€y use for water-bags, as the Egyptians and' other
Aterns do potteries. But as there is now a fair
Sore of dollars in the country, it is rarely necessary,
barter. ‘
The Arab’s dress marks his simplicity; it gives him
% nationality, as, according to John Evelyn, “prodigious
‘re(Eches” did to the Swiss. ‘It is remarkably pictu-
e,sqlle, and with sorrow we see it now confined to the
U'dest Bedawin and a few Sherifs. To the practised
Ye, a Hejazi in Tarbush and Caftan is ridiculous as
asque or a Catalonian girl in a cachemire and a
€ chip. The necessary dress of a man is his Saub
Sbey. . o1 blue’ calico shirt, reaching from neck to

an] : . .
f)es, tight or loose-sleeved, opening at the chest in
Cq ang Medina. 17, 17

lity
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front, and rather narrow below; so that the weareh
when running, must either hold it up or tuck it into
his belt. The latter article, called Hakw, is a plaited
leathern thong, twisted found the waist very tightlys
so as to support the back. The trowsers and the
“Futah,” or loin-cloth of cities, are looked upon 4
signs of effeminacy. In cold weather the chiefs wear
over the shirt an Aba, or cloak. These garments 3
made in Nejd and the eastern districts; they aré °
- four colors, white, black, red, and brown-striped.

best are of camel’s hair, and may cost fifteen dollars;
the worst, of sheep’s wool, are worth only three; both
are cheap, as they last for years. The Mahram

{head-cloth) comes from Syria; which, with Nejd, st
plies also the Kufiyah, or headkerchief. The uUkaL'
fillets bound over the kerchief, are of many kinds;

the Bishr tribe near Meccah make a kind of crow?

like the gloria round a saint’s head, with bits of W0°°
in which are set pieces of mother-o’-pearl. sandal®
too, are of every description, from the simple sole ©
leather tied on with thongs, to the handsome 3%
elaborate chaussure of Meccah; the price varies fro™
a piaster to a dollar, and the very poor walk pat
footed. A leathern bandoleer, called Majdal, passe
over the left shoulder, and, reaching to the right hipy
supports a line of brass cylinders for cartridges.
other cross-belt (El Masdar), made of leather oTHEE
mented with brass rings, hangs down at the left 514
and carries a Kharizah, or hide-case for bullets: An
finally, the Hizam, or waist-belt, holds the dagger 4"
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Cxtra, 'cartridge cases. A Bedawi never appears in
Public ynarmed.
Women wear, like their masters, dark blue cotton
TobeS, but larger and looser. When abroad they cover
¢ head with a Yashmak of black stuff, or a poppy-
Slored Burka’a of the Egyptian shape. They wear no
panta-100ns, and they rarely affect slippers or sandals:
& € hair is twisted into “Majdul,” little pig-tails, and
ODIOHSIy anointed with clarified butter. The rich per-
aume the skin with rose and cinnamon-scented oils,
t}?d adorn the hair with El Shayh, sweetest herb of ’
s deSert; their ornaments are braceléts, collars, ear
Dose-rings of gold, silver, or silver-gilt. The
f}? Orer classes have strings of silver coins hung round
€ neck.
I . The true Bedawi is an abstemious man, capable of
th;ng for six months on ten ounces of food per diem;
o fr_nllk of a single camel, and a handful of dates, dry
"ed in clarified butter, suffice for his wants. He
eDises the obese and all who require regular and
SNtiful meals, sleeps on a mat, and knows neither
:X}HY nor comfort, freezing during one quarter and
Ying three quarters of the year. But though he can
e hunger, like all savages, he will gorge when
refroPPOrtunity offers. I never saw the man who‘coul'd
40 from water upon the line of march, and in this
%?:ﬁt they contrast disadvantageously with the }mrdy
of abis of the East, and the rugged mountaineers
V]e ¢l Shammar. They are still “acridophagi,” and
*1 the citizens far prefer a dish of locusts to the
17
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“Fasikh,” which act as anchovies, sardines, and herrlﬂ'gf
in Egypt. They light a fire at night, and as the 117
 sects fall dead they quote this couplet to justify ghol
being eaten—

““We are allowed two carrions and two bloods,
The fish and locust, the liver and the spleen.”” *

Where they Have no crops to lose, the p 7
thankful for a fall of locusts. In El Hejaz the fli8
are uncertain; during the last five years El Medin?
has seen but few. They are prepared for eating o
boiling in salt water and drying four or five day$ 13
the sun: a “wet” locust to an Arab is as a snail ©
Briton. The head is plucked off, the stomach drav’

the wings and the prickly part of the legs are PluCke ,

ts a1€

and the insect is ready for the table. ILocus -
i

never eaten with sweet things, which would be naus® o
the dish is always “hot,” with salt and peppe™’ 25
onions fried in clarified butter, when it tastes nearly
well as a plate of stale shrimps. b
The favorite food on the line of march is meat Flk*
into strips and sun-dried. This, with a bag ghms
balls and a little coffee, must suffice for jowrney o
campaign. The Bedawin know neither fermente” Illfie
distilled liquors, although “Ikhs ya ’1 Khammar!
upon thee, drunkard! is a popular phrase, prese
the memory of another state of things. Some€ ©
though not all, smoke tobacco. It is generally the grov ;

yving
Jans;

0
* The liver and the spleen are both supposed to be « congealed bloﬂ El
Niebuhr has exhausted the names and the description of the loCllS.tf 1stance
Hejaz they have manylocal and fantastic terms : the smallest kind, for 1
is called ‘‘ Jarad Iblis,” Satan’s locust.
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of the Country called Hejazi or Kazimiyah; a green weed,
V§ry Strong, with a foul smel, and costing about one
Plastre per pound. The Bedawin do not relish Persian
tObaCCO, and cannot procure Latakia: it is probably the
Dungency of the native growth offending the delicate
OIgans of the Desert-men, that caused nicotiana to be
fOseribed by the Wahhabis, who revived against its
"8in a senseless and obsolete calumny.
The almost absolute independence of the Arabs,
4 of that noble race the North American Indians of
Ormer generation, has produced a similarity between
‘em Worthy of note, because it may warn the anthro-
Pologist not always to detect in coincidence of custom

! Cntity of origin. Both have the same wild chivalry,
' same fiery sense of honor, and the same boundless
fospltality: elopements from tribe to tribe, the blood

fud, and the Vendetta are common to the two. Both

'® grave and cautious in demeanour, and formal in
o princes in rags or paint. The Arabs plunder
?llgrimS, the Indians, bands of trappers; both glory
forays, raids, and cattlelifting; and both, rob
?CCOIding to certain rules. Both are alternately brave
deSpera’cion, and shy of danger. Both are remark-
Sat’e for nervous and powerful eloquence, dry humour,
l‘ufg-e’ Wwhimsical tales, frequent tropes, boasts, and
lo. B8 style, pithy proverbs, extempore songs, and
"8uages wondrous in their complexity. Both, re-
Ognising no other occupation but war and the chase,
tespiSe artifices and the effeminate people of cities, as
€ 8ame-cock spurns the vulgar roosters of the poultry-
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yard. The chivalry of the western wolds, like that of
the eastern wilds, salutes the visitor by a charg® Od
cavalry, by discharging guns, and by wheeling arou?
him with shouts and yells. The “brave” stamps & 16
hand upon his mouth to show that he has drunk. th.e
blood of a foe. Of the Utaybah ¢Harami” 1t o
similarly related, that after mortal combat he tastes he
dead man’s gore.

Of these two chivalrous races of barbarians, he
Bedawi claims our preference on account of his treat”
ment of women, his superior development of intellec’
and’the glorious page of history which he has filled-
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€ EICAYP AR ST

From el Suwayrkiyah to Meccah.

WE have now left the territory of El Medinah, El
DUWayrkiyah, which belongs to the Sherif of Meccah,
'S about twenty-eight miles distant from Hijriyah, and

Y dead reckoning ninety-nine miles along the road
Om the Prophet’s burial-place. Its bearing from the
4t station was S.W. 110 The town, consisting of
a_bollt 100 houses, is built at the base and on the

“ides of g basaltic mass, which rises abruptly from the
rL?(rid clayey plain: The summit is converted into_a
= Ee: fort‘ahce—mthout one no settlement can exist
i l Hejaz—by a bulwark of uncut stone, piled up
i as to make a parapet. The lower part of the town

Protected by a mud wall, with the usual semicircular
OWers, Inside there is a bazar, well supplied with
Meat (principally mutton) by the neighbouring Be-
AWin, and wheat, barley, and dates are grown near
ste town. There is little to describe in the narrow
feets and the mud houses, which are essentially
Tab. The fields around are divided into little square
Plots by earthen ridges and stone walls; some of the
Palng are fine grown trees, and the wells appear
Umeroys, The water is near the surface and plenti-
4, but it has a brackish taste, highly disagreeable:
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after a few days’ use, and the effects are the reverse
of chalybeate.

The town belongs to the Benu Husayn, a rac
/ schismatics mentioned in the foregoing pages. 1B
' claim the allegiance of the Bedawi tribes around, Prif”
cipally Mutayr, and I was informed that their fealty
the Prince of Meccah is merely nominal.

The morning after our arrival at El Suwayrkiy
witnessed a commotion in our little party: hitherto
they had kept together in-fear of the road. AmODS
the number was one Ali bin Ya Sin, a perfect ‘Old

eOf

ah

man of the sea.” By profession he was a “Zem Zemi;
or dispenser of water from the Holy Well, and he b2

a handsome “palazzo” at the foot of Abu Kubays
Meccah, which he periodically converted into a boar®

ing house. Though past sixty, very decrepit, bent by
age, white-bearded, and toothless, he still acted ciceron®
to pilgrims, and for that purpose travelled once €very
year to El Medinah. These trips had given him th
cunning of a veteran voyager. He lived well at

cheaply; his home-made Shugduf, the model of cO™"
fort, was garnished with soft cushions and pillo"®
whilst from the pockets protruded select bottleS of
pickled limes and similar luxuries; he had his travelli®8
Shishah (water-pipe), and at the halting-place, dis-
daining the crowded, reeking tent, he had a contrivanc®
for converting his vehicle into a habitation. He W2°
a type of the Arab old man. He mumbled all day
and three-quarters of the night, for he had des in-
somnies. His nerves were so fine, that if any ong




A PILGRIMAGE TO MECCA AND MEDINA. 265

Mounted his Shugduf, the unfortunate was condemned
to_lie like a statue. Fidgetty and priggishly neat, no-
thlng annoyed him so much as a moment’s delay or
. article out of place, a rag removed from his water-
Sugglet, or a cooking pot imperfectly free from soot;
nd I judged- his avarice by observing that he made a
Point of picking up and eating the grains scattered
from gy pomegranates, exclaiming that the heavenly
Seed (located there by Arab superstition) might be one
O those so wantonly wasted.

Ali bin Ya Sin, returning to his native city, had
10t been happy in his choice of a companion this
Ume, The other occupant of the handsome Shugduf
Vas an ignoble-faced Egyptian from El Medinah. This
Ussujteq pair clave together for awhile, but at El
UWayrkiyah some dispute about a copper coin made
I permanent foes. With threats and abuse such
® none but an Egyptian could tamely hear, Ali
Kickeq his quondam friend out of the vehicle. But
terriﬁed, after reflection by the possibility that the man
20w hig enemy might combine with two or three
Yrians of our party to do him a harm, and frightened
Y a few black looks, the senior determined to fortify
"Mself by a friend. Connected with the boy Moham-
Med’s family, he easily obtained an introduction to
Mesihe kissed my hand with great servility, declared
that his servant had behaved disgracefully, and begged
o Protection, together with:an occasional attendance

My “slaye.”

This was readily granted in pity for the old man,
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who became immehsely grateful. He offered at 0nce
‘to take Shaykh Nur into his Shugduf. The India?
boy had already reduced to ruins the frail structur®
of his Shibriyah, by lying upon it lengthways, wheres
prudent travellers sit in it cross-legged and facing the
camel. Moreover, he had been laughed to scorn by
the Bedawin, who seeing him draw up his dromedaty
to mount and dismount, had questioned his sex, a2
determined him to be a woman of the “Miyan.”*
could not rebuke them; the poor fellow’s timidity W2
a ridiculous contrast to the Bedawin’s style of mount”
ing; a pull at the camel’s head, the left foot plac®
on the neck, an agile spring, and a scramble into tl",e
saddle. Shaykh Nur, elated by the sight of old Al
luxuries, promised himself some joyous hours; bl
next morning he owned with a sigh that he had pu"
chased splendor at the extravagant price of happif}es5
—the senior’s tongue never rested throughout the Iive”
long night.

During our half-halt at El Sawayrkiyah we deter”
mined to have a small feast; we bought some fresh
dates, and we paid a dollar and a half for a sheeP
Hungry travellers consider “liver and fry,” a dish ©
set before a Shaykh. On this occasion, however, O‘fr
enjoyment was marred by the water; even SOYer”
dinners would scarcely charm if washed down wit
cups of a certain mineral-spring found at Epsom.

We started at 1o Am. (Monday, Sept. 5) in a south-

¥ The Hindostanee ‘sir:” Bedawin address it slightingly to Indians:
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Casterly direction, and travelled over a flat, thinly
dotted with desert vegetation. At I P.M. we passed a
asaltic ridge, and then, entering a long depressed
M€ of country, a kind of valley, paced down it five
tedious hours. The Simum as usual was blowing
hard, and it seemed to affect the travellers’ tempers,
I one place I saw a Turk, who could not speak a
Word of Arabic, violently disputing with an Arab who
could not understand a word of Turkish. The pilgrim
nsisted upon adding to the camel’s load a few dry
Sticks, such as are picked up for cooking. The camel-
Inan as perseveringly threw off the extra burthen.
T hey screamed with rage, hustled each other, and at
last the Turk dealt the Arab a heavy blow. I after-
Wards heard that the pilgrim was mortally wounded
that night, his stomach being ripped open with a
dgger. On inquiring what had become of him, I
Was assured that he had been comfortably wrapped
I in his shroud and placed in a half-dug grave.
his is the general practice in the case of the poor
and solitary, whom illness or accident incapacitates
fom proceeding. It is impossible to contemplate
Such a fate without horror: the torturing thirst of a
Wound, the burning sun heating the brain to madness,
ad—worst of all, for they do not wait till death—the
Aftacks of the jackal; the vulture, and the raven of
the wig,
At 6 p.M., before the light of day had faded, we
FraVersed a rough and troublesome ridge. Descending
' our course lay in a southerly direction along a road
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flanked on the left by low hills of red sandstone and
bright porphyry. About an hour afterwards we came
to a basalt field, through whose Blocks we threaded
our way painfully and slowly, for it was then dark.
At 8 p.M. the camels began to stumble over the dwarf
dykes of the wheat and barley fields, and-presently W¢
arrived at our halting-place, a large village called El
Sufayna. The plain was already dotted with tents
and lights. We found the Baghdad Caravan, wh?Se
route here falls into the Darb el Sharki. It consists
of a few Persians and Kurds, and collects the peOPle
of north-eastern Arabia, Wahhabis and others. They
are escorted by the Agayl tribe and the fierce moun-
taineers of Jebel Shammar. Scarcely was our tent
pitched when the distant pattering of musketry and
an ominous tapping of the kettle-drum sent all mY
companions in different directions to inquire what Was
the cause of quarrel. The Baghdad Cafila, though
not more than' 2000 in number, men, women, and
children, had been proving to the Damascus Caravaly
that, being perfectly ready to fight, they were DOt
going to yield any point of precedence. From that
time the two bodies encamped in different places.
never saw a more pugnacious assembly: a look sufficed
for a quarrel. Once a Wahhabi stood in front of i
and by pointing with his finger, and other insulting
gestures, showed his hatred to the chibouque, in which
I was peaceably indulging. It was impossible to T€
frain from chastising his insolence by a polite afld
smiling offer of the offending pipe. This made him
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draw his dagger without a-thought; but it was sheathed
Again, for we all cockéd our pistols, and these gentry
Prefer steel to lead. We had travelled about seventeen
Wiles, and the direction of El Sufayna from our last
halting-place was S.E. 50. Though it was night when
Ve encamped, Shaykh Mas'ud set out to water his
Moaning camels: they had not quenched their thirst
for three days. He returned in a depressed state,
having been bled by the sdldiery at the well to the
Extent of forty piastres, or about eight shillings.

After supper we spread our rugs and prepared to
.'est. And here I first remarked the coolness of the
Nights, proving, at this season of the year, a consider-
able altitude above the sea. As a general rule the
Atmosphere stagnated between sunrise and 10 A.M,
When a light wind ‘rose. During the forenoon the
breeze strengthened, and it gradually diminished through
the afternoon. ~Often about sunset there was a gale
dccompanied by dry storms of dust. At El Sufayna,
Wugh there was no night-breeze and little dew, a

_lanket was necessary, and the hours of darkness were
Mvigorating enough to mitigate the effect of the sand
and Simum-ridden day.

Before sleeping I was introduced to a namesake,
One Shaykh Abdullah of Meccah, Having committed

h_iS Shugduf to his son, a lad of fourteen, he had
Nidden forward on a dromedary, and had suddenly
fallen i1, mis objects in meeting me were to ask for
SOme medicine, and a temporary seat in my Shugduf;
the latter I offered with pleasure, as the boy Mohammed
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was longing to mount a camel. The Shaykh’s illness
was nothing but weakness brought on by the hard-
ships of the journey: he attributed it to the hot wind;
and to the weight of a bag of dollars, which he had
attached to his waist belt. He was a man about forty;
long, thin, pale, and of a purely nervous temperament:
and a few questions elicited the fact, that he had lately
and suddenly given up his daily ‘opium pill. I pre-
pared one for him, placed him in my litter, and per-
suaded him to stow away his burden in some place
where it would be less troublesome. He was my com-
panion for two marches, at the end of which he found
his own Shugduf. I never met amongst the Arab
citizens a better bred or better informed man.
Constantinople he had learned a little French, Italian,
and Greek; and from the properties of a shrub to thC,
varieties of honey, he was full of “useful knowledge,
and openable as a dictionary. We parted near MecCa'h’
where I saw him only once, and then accidentally, ™
‘the Valley of Muna. 4

At half-past 5 aM., on Tuesday the 6th of Sep-
tember, we arose refreshed by the cool, comfortabl®
night, and loaded the camels. I had an opportunity
of .inspecting EI Sufayna. It is a village of fifty OF
sixty mud-walled, flat-roofed houses, defended by the
usual rampart. Around it lie ample date—grounds’
and fields of wheat, barley, and maize. Its bazar at
this season of the year is well supplied: even fowls
can be procured.

We travelled towards the south-east, and entered
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% country destitute of the low ranges of hill which
from El Medinah southwards had bounded the horizon.
A.fter two miles’ march, our camels climbed up a pre-
Clpitoyg ridge, and then descended into a broad gravel
Plain,  From 10 to 11 AM our course lay southerly
OVer a high table-land, and we afterwards traversed
G B and o half a plain which bore signs of
Standing water.

This day’s march was peculiarly Arabia. It was a
Esert peopled only with echoes—a place of death for
What Jittle there is to die in it—a wilderness where,
© Use my companion’s phrase, there is nothing but
lex Nature, scalped, flayed, discovered all her
Skeleton to the gazer’s eye. The horizon was a sea
of Mirage; gigantic sand-columns whirled over the
Plain; and on both sides of our road were huge piles
ot bare rock, standing detached upon the surface of
Jand gand clay. Here they appeared in oval lumps,
"®aped up with a semblance of symmetry; there a
Sngle houlder stood, with its narrow foundation based
Upon 5 pedestal of low, dome-shaped rock. All were
1 4 pink coarse-grained granite, which flakes off in
4ge crusts under the influence of the atmosphere. I
refnﬂrked one block which could not measure less than
thirty fee in height.
Through these scenes we travelled till about half-
Past 4 p ., when the guns suddenly roared a halt,
There Wwas not a trace of human habitation around us:

¥ ““La siwa Hu,” 4, e. where there is none but Allah,
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a few parched shrubs and the granite heaps were the
only objects diversifying the hard clayey plain. ShaykD
Mas'ud correctly guessed the cause of our detention ¢
the inhospitable “halting-place of the Mutayr.” «Cook
your bread and boil your coffee,” said the old man;
“the camels will rest for awhile and the gun will soun
at nightfall.” :

We had passed over about eighteen miles of
ground; and our present direction was S.W. 20’ ©
El Sufayna.

At half-past ten that evening we heard the Signal
for departure, and, as the moon was still young, e
. prepared for a hard night's work. We took a souti”
| westerly course, through what is called a Wa’ar—stony
ground covered with scrub. Darkness fell upon U
like a pall. The camels tripped and stumbled, tossi?8
their litters like cock-boats in a short sea; at times tHe
Shugdufs were well nigh torn ‘off their backs. Whe”
we came to a'ridge worse than usual, old Mas’ud wou
seize my camel’s halter, and, accompanied by his Sf’n
and nephew bearing lights, encourage the animals with
gesture and voice. :

It was a strange, wild scene. The black basalti®
field was dotted with the huge and doubtful forms ©
spongy-footed camels, with silent tread, looming lkg
phantoms in the midnight air; the hot wind moane®
and whirled from the torches flakes and sheetS‘O
flame and fiery smoke; whilst ever and anon a SW! E
travelling Takht-rawan, drawn by mules, and surrounde
by runners bearing gigantic Mash’als or cressets, threw
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‘"_L Passing glow of red light upon the dark road and
ﬂ_le dusky multitude.

On this occasion the rule was « every man for him-
Self” Rach pressed forward into the Dbest path, think-
g only of preceding his neighbour. The Syrians,
dMongst whom our little party had become entangled,
Proved mosgt unpleasant companions: they often stopped

' Way, insisting upon their right to precedence. On
One occasion a horseman had the audacity to untie
the_halter of my dromedary, and thus to cast us adrift,
25 1t were, in order to make room for some excluded
e e my sword; but Shaykh Abdullah
Stayeq my hand, and addressed the intruder in terms
S”fﬁciendy violent to make him slink away. Nor was

S“S the only occasion on which my companion was
“UCcessful with the Syrians. He would begin with a

Mild «Moye a little, O my Father!” followed, if fruit-

:SS’ .by “Out of the way, O Father of Syria!” and, if
;. il Ineffectual, advancing to a “Begone, O hel?lhis
Mged etween civility and sternness. If without
effeCt; it was supported by revilings to the “Abusers
of the Salt,” the “Yezid,” the “Offspring of Shimr.”
Mother remark which I made about my companion’s
Eondllct well illustrates the difference between the
“Astern and the Western man. When traversing a
~Ngerous place, Shaykh Abdullah the European at-
Nded to his camel with loud cries. of “Hai! Hai!”
ﬂnq an occasional switching. Shaykh Abdullah the
latic commended himself to Allah by repeated ejacu-
Mons of «yya Stir! Va Sattar!”
°CCa and Medina. 11, 18
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The morning of Wednesday (Sept. 7th) broke 2
we entered a wide plain. In many places were SIg1°
of water: lines of basalt here and there seamed the
surface, and wide sheets of the tufaceous gypsum called
by the Arabs “Sabkhah” shone like mirrors set in the
russet frame-work of the flat. This substance is foull
in cakes, often a foot long by an inch in depth, curl
by the sun’s rays and overlying clay into which wate
had sunk.

After our harassing night, day came on with 2 sad
feeling of oppression, greatly increased by the W%
natural glare;—

““In vain the sight, dejected to the ground,
Stoop’d for relief: thence hot ascending streams
And keen reflection pain’d.”

We were disappointed in our expectations of watelh
which usually abounds near this station, as its name,
Ghadir,” denotes. At 10 a.M. we pitched the tent in Fhe
first convenient spot, and we lost no time in stretchis
our cramped limbs upon the bosom of mother Ef}rd,l'
Erom the halting-place of the Mutayr to El Ghadir
a march of about twenty miles, and the direction S.-W-
21% El Ghadir is an extensive plain, which pl‘Ob?‘_b y
presents the appearance of a lake after heavy rai™
It is overgrown in parts with desert vegetation, 2"
requires nothing but a regular supply of water to make
it useful to man. On the east it is bounded by 2 W&
of rock, at whose base are three wells, said to have
been dug by the Caliph Harun. They are guarded by
a Burj, or tower, which betrays symptoms of decay:
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In our anxiety to rest we had strayed from the-
dMmascus Caravan amongst the mountaineers of Sham-
War. Oy Shaykh Mas’ud manifestly did not like the
“Ompany; for shortly after 3 ».m. he insisted upon our
Striking the tent and rejoining the Hajj, which lay en-
“Amped about two miles distant in the western part
Of the basin, We loaded, therefore, and half an hour
_efofe sunset found ourselves in more congenial so-
“lety. To my great disappointment, a stir was ob-
*tvable in the Caravan—I at once understood that
Nothey night-march was in store for us.
At 6 p.M. we again mounted, and turned towards
the astern plain. A heavy shower was falling upon
€ western hills, whence came damp and dangerous
Blats, Between g .. and the dawn of the next day
Ve had repetition of the last night’s scenes, over a
f0aq g0 rugged and dangerous, that I wondered how
D could prefer to travel in the dark. But the tall
AMmels of Damascus were now worn out with fatigue;
€Y could not endure the sun, and our time was too
"CCious for a halt. My night was spent perched upon
€ front bar of my Shugduf, encouraging the drome-
4y; and that we had not one fall excited my extreme
Sonishment,

_At 5 A, (Thursday, 8th Sept.) we entered a wide
Plaiy thickly clothed with the usual thorny trees, in
Vhoge strong grasp many a Shugduf lost its covering,

hot a few were dragged with their screaming in-
Ates to the ground. About five hours afterwards we

%83ed 3, high ridge, and saw below us the camp of
18*

Cr
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the Caravan, not more than two miles distant. As W¢
approached it, a figure came running out to meet us-
It was the boy Mohammed, who, heartily tired of
riding a dromedary with his friend, and possibl)’
hungry, hastened to inform my companion Abdullalh
that he would lead him to his Shugduf and his sO%
The Shaykh, a little offended by the fact that for tWO
days not a friend nor an acquaintance had taken the
trouble to see or to inquire about him, received Mo-
hammed roughly; but the youth, guessing the grievaﬂce’
explained it away by swearing that he and all th®
party had tried to find us in vain. This wore the
semblance of truth: it is almost impossible to hit
upon any one who strays from his place in so larg®
and motley a body.

At 11 A.M. we had reached our station. It is abol}t
twenty-four miles from El Ghadir, and its direction 1o
S.E. 10% It is called El Birkat (the Tank), from a
large and now ruinous cistern built of hewn stone PY
the Caliph Harun. The land belongs to the Ut&}’bai
Bedawin, the bravest and most ferocious tribe in E
Hejaz; and the citizens denote their dread of thes®
banditti by asserting that, to increase their colll'ﬂgef
they drink their enemy’s blood. My companions shook
their heads when questioned upon the subject, 3%
prayed that we might not become too well acquainte
with them—an ill-omened speech! .

The Pasha allowed us a rest of five hours at E
Birkat: we spent them in my tent, which was crowde
with Shaykh Abdullal’s friends. To requite me for

1

-
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this Inconvenience, he prepared for me an excellent
w"’Ltel*pipe, a cup of coffee, which, untainted by cloves
and cinnamon, would have been delicious, and a dish
oF dry fruits. As we were now near the Holy City,
Al the Meccans were busy canvassing for lodgers and
Offering their services to pilgrims. Quarrels, too, were
of hourly occurrence. In our party was an Arnaut, a
White bearded old man, so decrepit that he could
SCarCely stand, and yet so violent that no one could
rnanﬁlge him but his African slave, a brazen-faced little
"retch  about fourteen years of age. Words were
andied between this angry senior and Shaykh Mas’ud,
Whep the latter insinuated sarcastically, that if the
Otmer had teeth he would be more intelligible. The-—
‘Maut in his rage seized a pole, raised it, and de-
Vered a blow which missed the camel-man, but
‘ought the striker headlong to the ground. Mas’ud
ex_claimed, with shrieks of rage, “Have we come to
'S, that every old-woman Turk smites us?” Our
Party 1ag the greatest trouble to quiet the quarrellers.
he Arab listened to us when we threatened him with
¢ Pasha. But the Arnaut, whose rage was “like
Ted-ho steel,” would hear nothing but our repeated
eclarations, that unless he behaved more like a pil-
8ty should be compelled to leave him and his
be Deling. -
At 4 p.m., we quitted El Birkat, and travelled east-
ds over rolling ground thickly wooded. There was
% Network of footpaths through the thickets, and clouds
SCured she moon; the consequence was inevitable

War
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loss of way. About 2 A.M. we began ascending hills

: ey into
in a south-westerly direction, and presently we feufm:n
10

galiné
having

the bed of a large rock-girt Fiumara, which runs
cast to west. The sands were overgrown with
and salsolaceous plants; the Coloquintida, which,
no support, spreads along the ground; the Sennd wit

its small green leaf; the Rhazya stricta; and 2 larg

luxuriant variety of the Asclepias gigantea, COttOneft
over with mist and dew. At 6 an. (Sept. 9.) We_le

the Fiumara, and, turning to the west, we arr1ve

about an hour afterwards at the station. El Zal'ib?h’
“the valley,” is an undulating plain amongst high
granite hills. In many parts it was faintly green; water
was close to the surface, and rain stood upon :
ground. During the night we had travelled 2
twenty-three miles, and our present station Was
560 from our last.

Having pitched the tent and eaten and slept;
prepared to perform the ceremony of El Thram (as
suming the pilgrim-garb), as El Zaribah is the Mikah
or the appointed place.* Between the noonday 4"
the afternoon prayers a barber attended to shave gut
heads, cut our nails, and trim our mustachios. AHE
having bathed and perfumed ourselves—the
a questionable point—we donned the attire, which 18
nothing but two new cotton cloths, each six fect long
by three and-a-half broad, white, with narrow rel
stripes and ‘fringes; in fact, the costume called

pout

we

g 3 835 if afloat, Of{
* Those coming from the North assume the pilgrim-garb at or, 1

the village of Rabigh.
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Fddeh” in the baths at Cairo. One of these sheets,
‘®chnically termed the “Rida,” is thrown over the back,
nd, exposing the arm and shoulder, is knotted at the
Ught side in the style “Wishah” The “Izar” is
Wrapped round the loins from waist to knee, and,
knatted or tucked in at the middle, supports itself.
Ur heads were bare, and nothing was allowed upon
the instep. It is said that some clans of Arabs still
Preserve this religious but most uncomfortable costume:
1t is doubtless of ancient date, and to this day, in the
'®gions lying west of the Red Sea, it continues to be
the common dress of the people.
After the toilette we were placed with our faces in
Zl.e direction of Meccah, and were ordered to say aloud
Vow this Thram of Hajj (the pilgrimage) and the
~frah (little pilgrimage) to Allah Almighty!” Having
'Us performed a two-bow prayer, we repeated, with-
Out rising from the sitting position, these words, “O
lah verily I purpose the Hajj and the Umrah, then
able me to accomplish the two, and accept them
Oth of me, and make both blessed to me!” Followed
¢ “Talbiyat,” or exclaiming—
“Here Tam! O Allah! here am I—
No Partner hast Thou, here am I :

Verily the Praise and the Beneficence are Thine, and the kingdom—
No Partner hast Thou, here am I1”

e ”Talbiyat” is from the word Labbayka (‘“‘ Here I am”) in the cry—

“ Labbayk’ Allahumma, Labbayk !
(Labbayka) La Sharika laka, Labbayk !
Inna’l Hamda wa 'n ’Ni'amata laka w ’al Mulk
La Sharika laka, Labbayk!”
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And we were warned to repeat these words as ofte
as possible, until the conclusion of the ceremonies.

Then Shaykh Abdullah, who acted as director of
our consciences, bade us be good pilgrims, avoiding
quarrels, bad language, immorality, and light conversa”
tion. We must so reverence life that we should avol
killing game, causing an animal to fly, and even point”
ing it out for destruction; nor should we scratch O
selves, save with the open palm, lest vermin be de-
stroyed, or a hair uprooted by the nail. We were Ut
respect the sanctuary by sparing the trees, and not to
pluck a single blade of grass. As regards person?
considerations, we were to abstain from all oils, pe
fumes, and unguents; from washing the head ‘Yl“
mallow or lote leaves; from dyeing, shaving, cuttns
or vellicating a single pile or hair; and though f"f:
might take advantage of shade, and even form it Wit
upraised hands, we must by no means cover Ouf
sconces. For each infraction of these ordinances W°
must sacrifice a sheep; and it is commonly said PY
Moslems, that none but the Prophet could be perfect
in the intricacies of pilgrimage. Old Ali began Wlt.l
an irregularity: he declared that age prevented his a5
suming the garb, but that, arrived at Meccah, he woul
clear himself by an offering.

The wife and daughters of a Turkish pilgrim Of
our party assumed the Ihram at the same time @5

i hene-
Some add, “Here I am, and I honour thee, I the son of thy two siaves: h:l -
ficence and good are all between thy hands.” The “Talbiyat” is aIlo\‘{tl)ovc
any language, but is preferred in Arabic. It has a few. varieties ; the form 2

given is the most common.
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Ourselves. They appeared dressed in white garments;
and they had exchanged the Lisam, that coquettish
fold of muslin which veils without concealing the lower
Part of the face, for a hideous mask, made of split,
dried, and plaited palm-leaves, with two “bulls-eyes”
for light. I could not help laughing when these
Stange figures met my sight, and, to judge from the
S.haking of their shoulders, they were not less suscep-
tible to the merriment which they had caused.

At 3 p.M. we left El Zaribah, travelling towards
the S,W., and a wondrously picturesque scene met the
€¥e.  Crowds hurried along, habited in the pilgrim
8arb, whose whiteness contrasted strangely with their
black skins, their newly shaven heads glistening in the
Sun, and their long black hair streaming in the wind.
The rocks rang with shouts of “Labbayk! Labbayk!”
At a pass we fell in with the Wahhabis, accompanying
the Baghdad Caravan, screaming “Here am I;” and,
8uided by a large loud kettle-drum, they followed in
double file the camel of a standard-bearer, whose
8teen flag bore in huge white letters the formula of
the Moslem creed. They were wild-looking moun-
taineers, dark and fierce, with hair twisted into thin

alik or plaits: each was armed with a long spear, a
Matchlock, or a dagger. They were seated upon
Coarse wooden saddles, without cushions or stirrups, a
fine saddle-cloth alone denoting a chief. The women
“Mulated the men; they either guided their own drome-

aries, or, sitting in pillion, they clung to their hus-
rbandS,' veils they disdained, and their countenances
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certainly belonged not to a “soft sex” These Wah-
habis were by no means pleasant companions. Most
of them were followed by spare dromedaries, either
unladen or carrying water-skins, fodder, fuel, and othfif
necessaries for the march. The beasts delighted 2
dashing furiously through our file, which being Jashed
together, head and tail, was thrown each time into
the greatest confusion. And whenever we were ob-
served smoking, we were cursed aloud for Infidels an
Idolaters.

Looking back at El Zaribah, soon after our de€
parture, I saw a heavy nimbus settle upon the hill
tops, a sheet of rain being stretched between it an
the plain. The low grumbling of thunder soundeé
joyfully in our ears. We hoped for a shower, but weré
disappointed by a dust-storm, which ended with a feW
heavy drops. There arose a report that the Bedawil
had attacked a party of Meccans with stones, and the
news caused men to look exceeding grave.

At 5 .M. we entered the wide bed of the Fit”
mara, down which we were to travel all night. Her¢
the country falls rapidly towards the sea, as the 1%
creasing heat of the air, the direction of the water
courses, and signs of violence in the torrent-bed shoW
The Fiumara®varies in breadth from 150 feet to three
quarters of a mile; its course, I was told, is towards
the south-west, and it enters the sea near ]eddah'
The channel is a coarse sand, with here and theré
masses of sheet rock and patches of thin vegetation:

At about half-past 5 .M. we entered a suspicious”
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1OOking place. On the right was a stony buttress,
along whose base the stream, when there is one,
SWings; and to this depression was our road limited
by the rocks and thorn-trees, which .filled the other
half of the channel. The left side was a precipice,
8Mm and barren, but not so abrupt as its brother. Op-
Posite us the way seemed barred by piles of hills, crest
Using above crest into the far blue distance. Day still
Siled upon the upper peaks, but the lower slopes
and ‘the Fiumara bed were already curtained with gray
Sombre shade.

A damp seemed to fall upon our spirits as we ap-
Proached this Valley Perilous. I remarked that the
Voices of the women and children sank into silence,
and the loud Labbayk of the pilgrims were gradually
Stilled. Whilst still speculating upon the cause of this
Phenomenon, it became apparent. A small curl of the
Soke, like a lady’s ringlet, on the summit of the right-
hanq precipice, caught my eye, and, simultaneous with
the echoing crack of the matchlock, a high-trotting
dl’Omedary in front of me rolled over upon the sands
~a Dbullet had split its heart—throwing the rider a
§00dly somersault of five or six yards.

Ensued terrible confusion; women screamed, chil-
dren cried, and men vociferated, each one striving
With might and main to urge his animal out of the
Place of death. But the road being narrow, they only
Managed to jam the vehicles in a solid immovable
Mass. At every matchlock-shot a shudder ran through
the huge body, as when the surgeon’s scalpel touches
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some more sensitive nerve. The irregular horsemen
perfectly useless, galloped up and down over the stones
shouting to and ordering one another. The Pasha of
the army had his carpet spread at the foot of the left-
hand precipice, and debated over his pipe with ‘E'he
officers what ought to be done. No good genius
whispered “Crown the heights.”

Then it was that the conduct of the Wahhabi$
found favor in my eyes. They came up, galloping
their camels—

““Torrents less rapid, and less rash—”

with their elf-locks tossing in the wind, and their flaring
matches ‘casting a strange lurid light over their features-
Taking up a position, one body began to fire upont
the Utaybah robbers, whilst two or three hundred, di%°
mounting, swarmed up the hill under the guidance ©
the Sherif Zayd. I had remarked this nobleman af
El Medinah as a model specimen of the pure Arab-
Like all Sherifs, he is celebrated for bravery, and has
killed many with his own hand. When urged at El
Zaribah to ride into Meccah, he swore that he would
not leave the caravan'till in sight of the walls; and,
fortunately for the pilgrims, he kept his word.

Presently the firing was heard far in our rear, the
robbers having fled. The head of the column ad-
vanced, and the dense body of pilgrims opened out.

Our forced halt was now exchanged for a flight. g
required much management to steer our desert-cré
clear of danger; but Shaykh Mas’ud was equal to the
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Occasion. That many were lost was evident by the
J0xes and baggage that strewed the shingles. 1 had
10 means of ascertaining the number of men killed
and wounded: reports were contradictory, and exag-
8ration unanimous. The robbers were said to be
150 in number; their object was plunder, and they
WVould eat the shot camels. But their principal ambi-
ton was the boast “We, the Utaybah, on such and
Such g night stopped the Sultan’s Mahmal one whole
our in the Pass.”
_ At the beginning of the skirmish T had primed my
Pistols, and sat with them ready for use. But soon
SCeing that there was nothing to be done, and, wishing
0 make an impression—mnowhere does Bobadil now
“80 down” so well as in the East—1I called aloud for
My supper. Shaykh Nur, exanimate with fear, could
:]Ot move. The boy Mohammed ejaculated only an
‘Oh, sir!” and the people around exclaimed in dis-
8ust, “By Allah, he eats!” Shaykh Abdullah, the
Cccan, being a man of spirit, was amused by the
SPectacle. “Are these Afghan manners, Bffendim?”
'® inquired from the Shugduf behind me, “Yes,” I
‘®plied aloud, “in my country we always dine before
N attack of robbers, because that gentry is in the
labit of sending men to bed supperless.” The Shaykh
Wehed aloud, but those around him looked offended.
1110ught the bravado thistime mal placé; but a little
Svent which took place on my way to Jeddah proved
18t it was not quite a failure.
As we advanced, our escort took care to fire every
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large dry Asclepias, to disperse the shades YVhiCh
buried us. Again the scene became wondrous wild:—

““Full many a waste I've wander'd o'er,
Clomb many a crag, cross’d many a shore,
But, by my halidome,
A scene so rude, so wild as this,
Yet so sublime in barrenness,
Ne'er did my wandering footsteps press,
‘Where’er I chanced to roam.”

On either side were ribbed precipices, dark, angty’
and towering above, till their summits mingled with
the glooms of night; and between them formidable
looked the chasm, down which our host hurried with
shouts and discharges of matchlocks. The torch-smoke

and the night-fires of flaming Asclepias formed 2
canopy, sable above and livid red below; it hung 0Ver
our heads like a sheet, and divided the cliffs into tWO
equal parts. Here the fire flashed fiercely from a tal
thorn, that crackled and shot up showers of sp&lrks
into the air; there it died away in lurid gleams, which
lit up a truly Stygian scene.

As usual, however, the picturesque had its inco®”
veniences. There was no path. Rocks, stone-bankss
and trees obstructed our passage. The camels, 1OV
blind in darkness, then dazzled by a flood of light
stumbled frequently; in some places slipping down 2
steep descent, in others sliding over a sheet of mud-
There were furious quarrels and fierce language B
tween camel-men and their hirers, and threats 1
fellow-travellers; in fact, we were united in discord.
passed that night crying, “Hai! Hail” switching the
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€amel, and fruitlessly endeavoring to fustigate Masud’s
Dephew, who resolutely slept upon the water-bags.
Wing the hours of darkness we made four or five
haltS, when we boiled coffee and smoked pipes, but
Men and beasts were beginning to suffer from a deadly
atigye,
Dawn (Saturday, Sept. 11) found us still travelling
down the Fiumara, which here is about 100 yards
Toad. The granite hills on both sides were less pre-
CIpitous, and the borders of the torrent-bed became
Natural quays of stiff clay, which showed a water-mark
of from twelve to fifteen feet in height! In many parts
the bed was muddy; and the moist places, as usual,
“used accidents. I happened to be looking back at
Shaykh Abdullah, who was then riding in old Ali bin
2 Sin’s fine Shugduf; suddenly the camel’s four legs
Sappeared from under him, his right side flattening
1€ ground, and the two riders were pitched severally
Ot of ‘the smashed vehicle. Abdullah started up
Urious, and, with great zest, abused the Bedawin, who
Vere absent, “Feed these Arabs?” he exclaimed, quot-
Mg a Turkish proverb, “and they will fire at Heaven!”
Ut T observed that, when Shaykh Mas'ud came up,
€ citizen was only gruff.
We then turned northward, and sighted El Mazik,
n‘.()re generally known as Wady Laymun, the Valley of
mes.  On the right bank of the Fiumara stood the
€Ccan Sherif’s state pavilion, green and gold: it was
*Wroynded by his attendants, and he had prepared to
feCeive the Pasha of the Caravan. We advanced half
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a mile, and encamped temporarily in a hill-girt bulge
of the Fiumara-bed. At 8 Am. we had travelled abf’“t
twenty-four miles from El Zaribah, and the directio
of our present station was S.W. 50°.

Shaykh Mas’ud allowed us only four hours’ halt; he
wished to precede the main body. After breaking out
fast joyously upon limes, pomegranates, and fresh
dates, we sallied forth to admire the beauties of the
place. We are once more on classic ground — the
ground of the ancient Arab poets—

“Deserted is the village—waste the halting place and home
At Mina, o’er Rijam and Ghul wild beasts unheeded roam,

On Rayyan hill the channel lines have left their naked trace,
Time-worn, as grimal Writ that dints the mountain's flinty faces =

and this Wady, celebrated for the purity of its air, has

from remote ages been a favorite resort of the Mec
cans. Nothing can be more soothing to the brain tha?
the dark-green foliage of the limes and 1)01negrmlﬂtes5
and from the base of the southern hill bursts a bub-
bling stream, whose

“ Chiare, fresche e dolci acque”

flow through. the gardens, filling them with the most
delicious of melodies, the gladdest sound which Natt
in these regions knows.

* Tn these lines of Lebid, the ““Mina” alluded to must not, we are wr\\‘“e(:[
by the scholiast, be confounded with “Mina” (vulg. ‘“Muna”), the Valley
Victims. Ghul and Rayyan are hills close to the Wady Laymum. the

The passage made me suspect that inscriptions would be found 311{0‘15
rocks, as the scholiast informs us that “‘men used to write upon rocks in OF
that their writing might remain.” (De Sacy’s Moallaka de Lebid, p- 239‘)1 o
neither saw nor heard of any. But some months afterwards T was delighte®
hear from the Abbé Hamilton that he had discovered in one of the rock
ments a ““lithographed proof” of the presence of Sesostris (Rhameses 11.)-

mont”
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Exactly at noon Mas’ud seized the halter of the
Oremost camel, and we started down the Fiumara,
T00ps of Bedawi girls looked over the orchard walls
AUghingly, and children came out to offer us fresh
Uit and sweet water. At 2 P.M., travelling south-west,
Ve arrived at a point where the torrent-bed turns to
the right, and quitting it, we climbed with difficulty
Over a steep ridge of granite. Before three o’clock we
tMtered a hill-girt plain, which my companions called
“Sola» In some places were clumps of trees, and
SCattered villages warned us that we were approaching
% city, Far to the left rose the blue peaks of Taif,
“nd the mountain road, a white thread upon the nearer
€ights, was pointed out to me.

Here I first saw the tree, or rather shrub, which
bearg the balm of Gilead, erst so celebrated for its
Nic and stomachic properties. I told Shaykh Mas’ud
' break off a twig, which he did heedlessly. The act
Vas witnessed by our party with a roar of laughter,
ind the astounded Shaykh was warned that he had
€Come subject to an atoning sacrifice. Of course he
‘Nounced me as the instigator, and I could not fairly
Cfuse assistance. The tree has of late years been
“Arefully described by many botanists; I will only say

3t the bark resembled in color a cherry-stick pipe,
€ inside was a light yellow, and the juice made my
Agers stick together.
At 4 P we came to a steep and rocky Pass, up
Which, we toiled with difficulty. The face of the

Co o y
Untry wag rising once more, and again presented
‘cca and Medina, 11, 19
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the aspect of numerous small basins divided and: sur
rounded by hills. As we jogged on we were passe
by the cavalcade of no less a personage than the
Sherif of Meccah. Abd el Muttalib bin Ghalib i &
dark, beardless, old man with African features derive
from his mother. He was. plainly dressed in sno%Y
garments and a white muslin turban, which made i
look jet black; he rode an ambling mule, and ﬂ?e
only emblem of his dignity was the large green satift
umbrella borne by an attendant on foot. Scatter€
around him were about forty matchlock-men, mosﬂ')’
slaves. At long intervals, after their father, came it
four sons, Riza Bey, Abdullah, Ali and Abmed, the
latter still a child. The three elder brothers rode
splendid dromedaries at speed; they were young me?
of light complexion, with the true Meccan cast ©
features, showily dressed in bright-colored silks, an
armed, to denote their rank, with sword and gold-
hilted dagger.

We halted as evening approached, and strained 0%
eyes, but all in vain, to catch sight of Meccah, which
lies in a winding valley. By Shaykh Abdullah’s dir®®
tion I recited, after the usual devotions, the followin§
prayer. The reader is forewarned that it is difficult ©
preserve the flowers of Oriental rhetoric in a Furopea?
tongue.

“(O Allah! verily this is Thy Safeguard (Amn) and
'Thy Sanctuary (Haram)! Into it whoso entereth D€
cometh safe (Amin). So deny (Harrim) my Flesh and
Blood, my Bones and Skin, to Hell-fire. O Allah! Save
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Me from Thy Wrath on the Day when Thy Servants
Shall be raised from the Dead. I conjure Thee by this
that Thou art Allah, besides whom is none (Thou
only) the Merciful, the Compassionate. And have
“Crcy upon our Lord Mohammed, and upon the
fogeny of our Lord Mohammed, and upon his Fol-
Owers, One and Alll” This was concluded with the
“'I‘albiyat,” and with an especial prayer for myself.
We again mounted, and night completed our dis-
4Ppointment. About 1 a.m. I was aroused by general
Cxcitement. “Meccah! Meccah!” cried some voices;
“The Sanctuary! O the Sanctuary!” exclaimed others;
dd all burst into loud “Labbayk,” not unfrequently
Yoken by sobs. I looked out from my litter, and saw
Y the light of the southern stars the dim outlines of
4 large city, a shade darker than the surrounding
Plain,  We were passing over the last ridge by a
Cutting, called the Saniyat Kuda’a, the Winding place
0_f the Cut. The “tortuous path” is flanked on both
Sldes by watch-towers, which command the “Darb el
Ma’ala” or road leading from the north into Meccah.
Thence we passed into the Ma’abidah (northern suburb),
Where the Sherif’s Palace is built. After this, on the
®ft hand, came the deserted abode of the Sherif bin
~Un, now said to be a “haunted house.” Opposite to
't lies the Jannat el Ma’ala, the holy ,cemetery of
€ccah. Thence, turning to the right, we entered the
Waymaniyah or Afghan quarter. Here the boy Mo-
'@mmed, being an inhabitant of the Shamiyah or Syrian
Warg, thought proper to display some apprehension.
19*
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The two are on bad terms; children never meet with-
out exchanging volleys of stones, and men fight
furiously with quarter-staves. Sometimes, despite the
terrors of religion, the knife and sabre are drawn. But
these hostilities have their code. If a citizen be ki‘lled,
there is a subscription for blood-money. An inhabitant
of one quarter, passing singly through another, become?
a guest; once beyond the walls, he is likely to be
beaten to insensibility by his hospitable foes.

At the Sulaymaniyah we turned off the main road
into a by-way, and ascended by narrow lanes the
rough heights of Jebel Hindi, upon which stands &
small whitewashed and crenellated building called 2
fort. Thence descending, we threaded dark stre€™
in places crowded with rude cots and dusky figr®
and finally at 2 a.M. we found ourselves at the do°F
of the boy Mohammed’s house.

From Wady Laymun to Meccah the distance;
cording to my calculation, was about tw‘enty'three
miles, the direction S.W. 45° We arrived on e
morning of Sunday the 7th Zwl Hijjah (11th Sep”
tember, 1853), and had one day before the beginnils
of the pilgrimage to repose and visit the Haram.

I conclude this chapter with a few remarks UP"
the watershed of El Hejaz. The country, in my humb!€
opinion, has a compound slope, southwards and. west:
wards. . I have, however, little but the convictiol 9
the modern Arabs to support the assertion that this
part of Arabia declines from the north. All declar®
the course of water to pe southerly, and believe e

ac-
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fountain of Arafat to pass underground from Baghdad.
Che slope, as geographers know, is still a disputed
Point, Ritter, Jomard, and some old Arab authors,
Make the country rise towards the south, whilst Wallin
0d others express an opposite opinion. From the sea
' | Musahhal is a gentle rise. The water-marks of
the Fiumaras show that Bl Medinah is considerably
ove the coast, though geographers may not be cor-
"Ct in claiming for Jebel Radhwa a height of 6000
°Ct; yet that elevation is not perhaps too great for the
Plateay upon which stands the Prophet’s burial-place.
1om E] Medinah to El Suwayrkiyah is another gentle
UISe, and from the latter to El Zaribah stagnating water
hotes a level. I believe the report of a perennial
lake on the eastern boundary of El Hejaz as little as
'® river placed by Ptolemy between Yambu’ and
€ccah. No Bedawi could tell me of this feature,
Which, had it existed, would have changed the whole
onditions and history of the country; we know the
Clusian’s river to be a Fiumara, and the lake probably
OWes jts existence to a similar cause, a heavy fall of
fain, Beginning at El Zaribah is a decided fall, which
Otinues to the sea. The Arafat torrent sweeps from
S35t to west with great force, sometimes carrying away
the habitations, and even injuring the sanctuary.*

* oy 4
This is a synopsis of our marches, which, protracted on Burckhardt’s map,

Sives an error of ten miles.
Miles.
1. From El Medinah, to Ja el Sharifah, . S.E. 500 . 22
2. From Ja el Sharifah to Ghurab, £ . S.W.100 . 24
3: From Ghurab to El Hijriyah, . . . S.E 220 , 25— 71
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Miles.
Brought forward . : . 4 . s “
. From El Hijriyah to El Suwayrkiyah, . S.W. 1z°
. From El Suwayrkiyah to £l Sufayna, . S.E. 5°
. From ElSufayna to the ‘“ Bent Mutayr,” S.W. 200
. From the “Bent Mutayr” to El Ghadir, S.W. 210
. From El Ghadir to El Birkat, . . . . S.E. o0
. From El Birkat to El Zaribah, . . . . S.E. 56°
. From El Zaribah to Wady Laymun, . . S.W. 50°
. Irom Wady Laymun to Meccah, . . S.W.45

Total English miles

END OF VOL.
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