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PREFACE
The orthodox reaction against the Mu tazilah was so

successful in destroying the literature of this sect that the
historian has hitherto had to depend for his knowledge
of their history and doctrines on the writings of authors who
looked upon them as heretics and consequently wrote of
them in an unsympathetic spirit The author of the pre
sent account however belonged to a sect, the Zaydiyah,
the founder of which Zayd b All had learned of Wfisil
and had adopted the Mu tazilah doctrines Accordingly
the Mu tazilah are here represented as orthodox and the
author having had access to several Mu tazilah books that
have not come down to us provides us with some valuable
additions to our knowledge of this sect

The author of the work from which the following ex
tract is taken was one of the most learned of the Zaydiyah
Imams by name Al Mahdl lidin Ahmad b Yahya b al
Murtada Born in A H 764 he was proclaimed Imam
A H 793 but in the subsequent year was deposed and
cast into prison in San a where he remained in captivity
till A H 801 He died of the plague in 840

He was a voluminous writer and among the works that
issued from his pen was a full exposition of Zaydiyah law
entitled y Jl He claims for it that it will impart
to any one who thoroughly masters its contents all the
knowledge he requires to become a Mujtahid The body
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of the work is preceded by a theological introduction in

eleven books the first of which is J l j JUJ v The
author afterwards himself wrote an extensive commentary
to this introduction entitled

fiji jje i Xtus l oU 4 jj Jii i oUi
Each section of this commentary bears a distinct title the

first being J l j JM tX z j J 3 v
It is from this commentary which is interwoven with
the original text in a manner familiar to the student of
Arabic literature that the following pages have been ex
tracted

The text now printed for the first time has been pre
pared from the collation of the following MSS

B fol 38 b 1 16 to fol 53 1 13 of Or 3937
British Museum London written apparently
in the 15th century

G fol 82 b 1 9 to fol 116 b 1 10 of nr 108
of the Glaser Collection in the Royal Library
Berlin dated A H 1081

L fol 53 b 1 8 to fol 74 f b 1 28 of nr 438 of
the Landberg Collection in the same library
about A H 1100

M fol 167 1 6 to fol 234 b 1 12 of Or 3772
British Museum dated A H 1110

N Or 4021 in the same library is a copy of the
original work l without the commen
tary dated A H 853

P fol 39 b 1 3 to fol 55 b 1 1 5 in the Public
Library Patna dated A H 1055
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The Second Part will comprise a translation of the text
with introduction and notes and will be published shortly

I desire here to express my warmest thanks to Pro
fessor T W Rhys Davids who made it possible for me to
collate MSS G and L by procuring the loan of them to
the Royal Asiatic Society from the Director of the Royal
Library Berlin

For the printing of this book I am indebted to the
liberality of the Government of H H the Nizam of Haidar
abad Dakhan and the kind offices of Nawab Imadu d
Dawlah Imadu 1 Mulk Mawlawi Sayyid Husayn BilgramT

I desire to express my gratitude to Dr Goldziher Pro
fessor of Arabic in the University of Budapest who has
furnished me with several valuable emendations of the text
indicated in the list of errata by the letter G
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