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PREFACE

The coins of the Khalifehs of the House of Umayyeh
possess an interest peculiarly their own Unlike those of
the Abbasls historically they are of little value But it
is not from the historian s standpoint that we should view
them Their true worth lies in their being the first purely
Mohammadan coinage that was issued by the Arabs We
picture to ourselves the Khallfeh Abd El Melik wearied
with the difficulties and ignominy of an adopted currency
calling together the wise men of his court and constructing
a new coinage full of the spirit that had fired the East
and well nigh conquered the world We cannot but be
struck with the contrast between these early Muslim issues
and the Byzantine and late Sassanian coins which were at
first adopted by the Arabs The difference between the
debased art of the Byzantine and the decayed ruins of what
had once been the fine Sassanian coinage on the one hand
and the simple chaste outlines of the first standard coins of
the Muslims on the other is the difference between decrepit
and demoralized nations and a people full of the fresh vigour
of youth There is a power in the design of these earliest
monuments of El Islam for which we may look in vain
among coinages contemporary with it and the strong bold
lines of the Kuf l character well express the mighty impulse
which urged on the followers of the Prophet

It is not only as the expression of the power of the greatest
revolution which the Middle Ages witnessed that these coins
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are to be prized Though their historical worth is slight
and scarcely in fact bears upon anything but the territorial
extent of the Muslim empire yet pakeographically they are
greatly to be valued as the earliest and most authoritative

examples of the Kufl character the progenitor of the
characters now in use from Morocco to India Moreover
as their Prophet sternly discouraged the fine arts the
Arabs devoted themselves with exceptional success to the
study of calligraphy They had a character well worth
cultivating one of which we see the earliest record on the
Amawi coins and of which the latest and perhaps most
beautiful form is the Naskhl of modern Egypt

It has been the happiness of Oriental Numismatists to
have received last year an exhaustive work on the coins of
the Eastern Khallfehs, both Amawi and Abbiisi from the
hands of Dr Wold Tiesenhausen To overestimate the
value of this book is impossible and we cannot be too grate
ful to Dr Tiesenhausen for the labour he has bestowed upon
the work, labour which was not illspent for it has conferred
upon the science of numismatics a benefit such as few have
been able to give

Dr Tiesenhausen has placed before us the whole coinage
of the Khallfehs of the East so far as that coinage was
published There are however some collections with respect
to the contents of which little or nothing is publicly known
Such so far as Oriental coins are concerned are the cabinets
of Paris London and of Col Seton Guthrie f

It is with the view of remedying this defect as to Col
Guthrie s collection at least and of supplementing Dr

Mbnnaies des Ehalifes Orientaux 4to St Petersb 1873 I
refer to this book throughout by the initial T after every edited
coin

t Of this last indeed some large portions have been published
by Mr Thomas
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Tiesenhausen s work with some thirty or forty unpublished
coins that this Catalogue has been drawn up The series
which it describes is scarcely if at all inferior to the cor
responding portion in the British Museum and an estimate
may be formed of the rarities contained in it by reference
to the list of Inedited coins at the end the dinar of
Afrikiyeh and the dirhems of Sarakhs 99 Suk el Ahwaz 79
and Meysan 95 96 are especially noteworthy The last
coin in the series struck by the advocate of the Abbasls
Abu Muslim is very curious though already published

The arrangement of the coins in this Catalogue is entirely
new I have separated the gold from the silver and classed
the latter under Mints instead of under Khallfehs At
present I will only say that this arrangement is far more
convenient for reference and I will reserve the ground for
the adoption of this classification for an essay which I hope
before long to bring out on the Coinage of the Amawl
Khallfehs in which I propose treating of several points in
this coinage which have hitherto been overlooked or not
investigated as they deserve

The copper issues of the Amawis I keep back to be
described in connection with the AbbasI copper after the
gold and silver of the Abbasls have been catalogued

An important feature in this Catalogue is the invariable
registration of the annulets which surround the marginal
inscriptions The diacritical and other points also are
recorded whenever they occur These with the annulets
will take a prominent place in my future essay

Prof J G Stiokel of Jena unlike most numismatists has paid
attention to this detail of recording the annulets this is only one
of the many distinguishing points which raise his Handluch ur
morgenlandischen Milnzhunde erstes Heft 1845 Omajjaden und
Abbasiden Miinzen to the very first rank amongst the classics of
numismatics if I may use the term
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The plates accompanying the Catalogue are designed to
give a tolerably complete view of the Amawi coinage and
with that object are unusually numerous The photographic
Autotype process by which they were produced insures the

exact representation of any peculiarities that appear on the
coins The figures on the plates refer to the numbers in the
Catalogue

Exception will probably be taken to my method of spelling
Oriental names Notably the word Amawi as a substitute
for the time honoured but most objectionable mongrel
Ommiade will be considered an unwarrantable innovation
The only other grammatical form and this would be equally
offensive to Ommiadists is TJmawi and to this Amawi is
undoubtedly to be preferred

In conclusion I wish to express my thanks to my kind
friend Col Guthrie for the free use he has permitted me
to make of the whole of his valuable collection and for the
confidence in me which he has shown by putting the present
work into my hands

STANLEY LANE POOLE

British Museum
Feb 6 1874



CONTENTS

PAOK

Table of the Amawi Khallfehs ix

Catalogue 1Gold 1Silver 5Abrashahr

Afrlkiyeh 8Ardeshir Khurrah 6Arminiyeh

El Bab 8Balkh el Beyda 9El Basrab 8Darabjard MDebil 11Destirwa 12Dimasbk 12Hamadhan 28Herah 27Istakhr 7Jayy 10El Jezireh 10Earman 22El Kufeh 23Mabl 23Marw 25El Medhar 25Menadbir 26Meysan 27El Mubarakeh 24Nahr Tlra 27Er Kayy 18



V1U CONTENTS
FAOS

Silver SaMr 19Sarakhs 20Sijistan 20Suk el Ahwaz 21Surrak 21Esh Shamiyeh 22Et Teymerah 9Wasit 28Connecting link between Amawls and Abbasis Jayy 35

Index I Dates and Mints 36Index II Mints and Dates 37Index III Inedited coins 38
In the Catalogue I have like Dr Tiesenhausen followed the

Arabic order of alphabet but in the Indexes the English for con
venience of reference



AMAWI KHALIFEHS

a h 41 132 a d 661 2 749

A H A 1

1 Mo awiyeh i ascended the throne 41 661 2

2 Yezid ibn Mo awiyeh 60 679
80

3 Mo awiyeh n ibn Yezid 64 683 4

4 Marwan i ibn El Hakim 64 684

5 Abd El Melik ibn Marwan 65 684 S

6 El Welid i ibn Abd El Melik 86 705

7 Suleyman ibn Abd El Melik 96 714
5

8 Omar ibn Abd El AzIz ii 99 717 8

9 Yezid ii ibn Abd El Melik 101 719 20

10 Hisham ibn Abd El Melik ii 105 723
i

11 El Welid n ibn Yezid 125 742 8

12 Yezid in ibn El Welid i 126 743
4

13 Ibrahim ibn El Welid r 126 744

14 Marwan u ibn Mohammad 127 744 5

End of dynasty 132 749
60
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INDEX I
Dates and Mints

Year
79 Dimashk Suk el Ahwaz
80 El Basrah Dimashk

Suk el Ahwaz
81 El Basrah Dimashk

Jayy
82 El Basrah Dimashk
83 Dimashk
84 Debil Dimashk Sabur
85 Dimashk Wasit
86 Dimashk Wasit
87 Dimashk Wasit
88 Dimashk Wasit
89 Dimashk Wasit
90 Ardeshir Khurrah Darab

jard Dimashk Hama
dhan Herah Istakhr
Karmfm Mahl Sijistan
Surrak Et Teymerah
Wasit

91 Ardeshir Khurrah Dim
ashk Marw Sabur Et
Teymerah Wasit

92 Abrashahr Darabjard
Istakhr Mahl Mena
dhir Sabur Wasit

93 Darabjard Dimashk
Marw Nahr Tlra Sa
bur Sijistan Wasit

94 Darabjard Dimashk
Jayy Nanr Tlra Sabur
Suk el Ahwaz Wasit

95 Dimashk Marw Meysan
Wasit

96 Ardeshir Khurrah Destu
wa Dimashk Istakhr
Mah Marw El Medhar
Meysan Suk el Ahwaz

97 Dimashk Jayy Karman
Marw Er Bayy Wasit

98 Ardeshir Khurrah Darab
jard Dimashk Hama
dhan Tstakhr Sabur
Wasit

OF THE DlEHEMS

Year
99 Ardeshir Khurrah Dim

ashk Herah Marw
Sarakhs Wasit

100 El Basrah Dimashk
101 El Basrah Dimashk El

Kufeh Wasit
102 Dimashk El Kufeh
103 Dimashk Wasit
104 Dimashk Wasit
105 Dimashk Wasit
106 Afrikiyeh Dimashk

Wasit
107 Armlniyeh Dimashk

Wasit
108 Dimashk El Mubarakeh

Wasit
109 Wasit
110 Marw Wasit
111 Medimet Balkh el Bcyda

Dimashk Wasit
112 Wasit
113 Dimashk Wasit
114 Dimashk Wasit
115 Dimashk Wasit
116 Wasit Wasit117 Dimashk El Mubarakeh
118 Dimashk Wasit
119 Wasit
120 El Bab Wasit
121 Dimashk Wasit
122 Wiisit
123 Dimashk Wasit
124 Dimashk Wasit
125 Wasit
126 Wasit
127 Dimashk Wiisit
128 El Basrah Wiisit
129 Jayy El Jeziren El

Eufeh Wasit
130 Wasit
131 Dimashk El Jezlreh

Esh ShamTyeh Wasit
132 Marw
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INDEX II
Mints and Dates of the Diuhems

Abrashahr 92
Afrikiyeh 106 99Ardeshir Khurrah 90,91 96,98
Armmiyeh 107
Hl B b 120
M Balkb el Beyda 111
E7 Basrab 80 8i 82 100 101

128
Darabjard 90 92 93 94 98
DebiL 84
Destuwa 96
Dimasbk 79 80 81 82 83 84

85 86 87 88 89 90 91 93
94 95 96 97 98 99 100
101 102 103 104 105 106
107 108 111 113 114 115
117 118 121 123 124 127
131

Hamadhan 90 98
Herah 90 99
Istakhr 90 92 96 98
Jayy 81 94 97 129
M iezireh 129 131
Karman 90 97

Kufeh 101 102 129
Mahl 90 92 96
Marw 91 93 95 96 97 99

110 132
j Z Medhar 96
Menadhir 92
Meysan 95 96

Mubarakeh 108 117
Nahr Tlra 93 94
Er liajy 97
Sabur 84 91 92 93 94 98
Sarakhs 99
Sijistan 90 93
Suk el Ahwaz 79 80 94 96
Surrak 90 94

A Shanriyeh 131
Teymerab 90 91

Wasit 85 86 87 88 89 90 91
92, 93 94 95 96 97 98 99
101 103 104 105 106 107
108 109 110 111 112 113
114 115 116 117 118 119
120 121 122 123 124 125
126 127 128 129 130 131
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INDEX III
Inedited Coins

Gold years 82 102 105 Afrikiyeh 122
Silver Abrashahr year 92

Afrikiyeh 106Ardeshir Khurrah years 96 99
i Basrah year 128
Debil 84 123 124Dimashk years 101 103 107 115 117 121
Hamadhan 90 98Herah year 99J a JTj 9757 Jezireh 131Karman 90Mahi 96Marw 96M M eAh ar 96Meysan years 95 96
is7 Mubarakeh year 108
Nahr Tlra 93V Eayy 97Sabur 84Sarakhs 99Sijistan 93Siik el Ahwaz years 79 80
EsA Shamlyeh year 131

In all 38 inedited coins

THE END OF PASC I

STKPHKN AUSTIN AND SONS PRINTERS HERTFORD
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