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PALESTIMIAN LITERATURE BETMEEN THE HARMMER ANDP THE ANVIL

This paper is an atiespi to present a critical evalustion on an
gxisting literature of ihe ifwo segmenits of Palestinians those in
Israel and those in the ¥est Bank and Baza Strip. Although the 19467 is
the actual date on which the isolated Falestinians inside Israsl
physically met their fellow Falestinians, who until then had besn under
Hashimite Jordanian or Egypiian ruls, the process of discovery and
recognition remained rather slow and fentative uniil the Hest Bank
uprising of 1973 - 4.

Such a discussion achisves sven greaisr significance in
the context of Intifada, which has already puil into effect new idea,
views, and tactics on the type of developsent ihat is needed in order
to achisve FPalestinian righis towmards indspendence and self-
detersination. Moreover, sirategies which implesent various fores pf
self-reliant development raise the central issus of the nature of
the relationshis between the Palestinians and the ocoupying ’
authorities.and alss raise guestions about the role of the variocus
funding oroanizations which impose types of development that may have
negative implications for the Tulure developsent of Falestinian
snCietya

Characteristics such as self-reliance, group identiiy,
and solidarity have already been developed within Palestinian
sorizty through the activities of the mass movement during the
Intifada. Indeed, it could be argued that it is their sxpression
through projects and cultural activities ithat has assisted the
continuity of the Intifada and given it its strength. OF course, this
has dramatically transformed the nature of the relationship belueen the
individual and society and ithus has sade it viriually impossible Tor &
return to the previous staius guo.

in short, econoaic transformation and impleassniation of
new tactics and options of development, such as the co-operative, dao
not taks place without a change in the literary arena. On the
rontrary.they are seant io support the political struggle and its
continuity. Thus, the stone is as isportant as the enthasiastic poes.
Ya'goup Hijazi when addressing the masses adds that his posiry will
guide and improve their stale:

Because [ write Posms Tor the human beings,

FPeasents, oppressed, morkers,

fiy letters I shall always make known,

Cross the bridge of my fragedy to the sore beauiiful

Brite iis siory ---

So my people may rise to the betler
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Prior to presenting the detailed discussion, it is necessary
to present & brisf historical account of the nature of
gccupation experienced in the West Bank and faza Strip in order 1o
permit a better grasp of the significance of the title of this essay-

THE BACHBROUND

The Hashimite rule over the M¥est Bank, as well as ihe Israsli,®as
and still is, overtly and direcitly insvolved in suppressing
the publication of worthwils literature, specially that of political
or social significance. Direct censership, combined with control
over sducational and social institutions, clubs, and all
rultural activities, along with relentless polotical repression,
sucreeded in maintaining a standard of ignorance and superficially of
alarming dimensions. Censorship and lack of freedon of spesch gsre -
snd still are - familiar in Israeli occupied territories.

I speak to the world ... I tell it
fhout a house whose lantern ithey broks
&hout an aze that killed & lily

And a fire which destroyed the world?

Israeli atiespis to surpress this literaiure digd not succesd
entirsly,and were gradually enfeeblsd by the preservance of the
politically commitied poets and writers of ithe areas.3

Censorship in ithe sccupied areas, and until recently on
the Falestinians in Israsl.followsd the British Handals
egergency regulations of the 194073 were part of Israeli democracy when
used against Arabs. These laws are neither erplicitly formulated nor
openly published, bui in practice they are arbitrarily enforced along
the following lined as gathered fros Arab news papers and sagazines
printed in Jelusalem:
1. The material haz to be sent in two copiss { already printed) io
the censor at 10 &M., 8 &M. and For 11 PH.
2. The censor keeps one copy and sends back the other with the
following stamps:
{43 Publication peraitted
{B} Revise the sncircled
iC} Delete
3. Ho blank spaces may ba lefi in any publication and the
tera”censored” may noit be used.
4. & newspaper, Dr margarzine is allowed three warnings, afier wshich
it is clossd down.
%, On the Sabath news, iiems are read on the phone while articiss
and longer materiales are sent before and after the Sabath.Y

fonditions of publication were equally discouraging on both
sides until progressive publishing houses were opensd in Isvasl.
TheComaunist Pariy’s newspaper al-Ittihad and the monthly
al-Jadid provided windows of expression for hudding writers and postis
hence the predosinance of the Dossunist titerary figures as plonssrs in
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Wawspapers, recognizing the nesd for creating furiher channels
afliterary expression, have come gui wmith literary section which
have gained immense populariiy. The guality of the published works
is gradually isproving, specially due io the efforis of 2l Fasr
srimarily.followed by al SBheab and 2l Buds, in Jerusales.
&1 Bavader has already ssiablished iiself as landmark in the
intellectual and literary 1life of the scrupisd isvritories, and is
currenily recognized as the only southpiece of ithe politically aware
and innowvative writsr of the arga.In it, onez cen read ithe works of the
gainr as well as the sosi prowissing lilterary figures and sl the sass
time followsd the development of conteamporary iends in FPalestine.
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Falestinians in the West Bank and Baza 8Birip are suffering
a geographical angd cultural isclation, though of a lesser severity
ﬁh&n ihﬂt of the Pargsitinians in Israel fros 1948 ~19&7. Living under
Tt s f & regime which is socially, caliuraly, and

e hostile to the native population has creatsd s
Ea»tlﬁn among the Palestinians who insist on

tmntity at 21l rosts. This adds sirsagih io ihe
av%w&isand that at the same time gives the
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Hore dangernus, howsver, than the plight of the Literature iz the
plight of the poople who write this literaiure. Although aware of the
literary probleas facing thes and working for a answs breaktbrough in
their fislds, writers and educatisd people in the occupied areas ars
fesling most keenly on the sconoamic and psychological prassures of
liwing under occoupation. Lack of fresdos can be confronted or evaded $
bt when writers and intellectuals are unable io survive pyﬁ irally,then
the fires demanded of ithes becowe able. The brain drain from
oo Falestineg has reached alarmin ong, with the sducated

king a living zlsewhsre. © enhanced e
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aighity pens in the face of ihe spesy. Buch a iresmendous responsibilily
iz placed on their shoulders, burdensd with aspiration of 2 uhole
nation. In this siage the song replaces the fighisr:

It is gy Tate to sing

To hungey

énd remain singing,

For oy wounds to biessd

gnd resain singing,

If I die in bhattle

The songs,

Ampng the comrades, will taks sy place

fnd fight for se.?

Ii{ has become alanst imperative Tor any study of this nature to
affer a literary “apology®™ or “defence® in an altiempt io justify any
shortconings or literary deferis in the subjerit ai hand. ATier 2ll, the
literature is “Palestinian®, and unforiunaisly this national defenition
has bhecome the rationalizaiion for the lack of any obiective study or
criticisa of the literaiture which is in iiself a source of nationsl
pride, a syabol as well as a means of resistiancs.

This siudy, howesver, while nol pretending to be the finzl word on
our literature, is perhaps ihe beginning of a ruthless scrutiny of a
field thait has long been denied its righits io responsible criticisasg
the right to demand of its critics responsible analysis and evaluation
cosbined with the essential infellectusl integrity that other
literaturses of the world have “enjoryed®.

Thizs is not io say that phiectivitly means a disregarg o the
conditions —— social, political and cultural-— within which this
litersture was born and is s1ill growing. Hor does it gean a2
paironizing rcondescension io litersturs of 2 developing nation on the
basis of the logical fallacy that this underdeveloped nation has a
literary oulput which is ip iiself parallels this underdeveloppent.
Rather, through a study of a2 chiectve conditions one can come to 2
better understanding of ~ and nptl an apology for - the literary wmorks
of ithe people who are living ithese condifions. The Palestinians havse
been able to seet many challenges in theivr siruggle for exisisnce and
the challenge of an bonesi and consiructive criticise is a aere
footnote in their long and arduous siruggle.
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