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Mul)ammad Aminibn Fa<;ll Allah al-MUJ:IIBBI 
(1651 1699) 

RALF ELGER 
University ofHalle 

WORKS 
Jany al-jannatavn fi tamylz naw'ay al-muthan

nayayn (Fruit Picked from the Two Gardens, 
on the Distinction between the Two Types of 
Duals, completed 6 November 1698). 

Works of Unknown Date 
a/-A'/am (Notab1es); 
ai-Amall ( Dietations ); 
Bara/Jat al-mvväiJ ja/ihat al-surür wa '1-afra/J 

(Uplifting Spirits, Bringing Joy and Happi
ness); 

Diwan (Collected Poems); 
ai-Durr al-maw.yüffi '1-.y(fah wa '1-maw.yüf (Ac

claimed Pearls, on the Attribute and the 
Modified Noun); 

fji.y.yah 'alä Diwan al-Mutanabbl (A Lesson on 
the Collected Poems of al-MutanabbT); 

Khulä.yat al-athar fi a'yän al-qarn al-/JQdi 
'ashar (The Abridged Report, on the Nota
bles of the E1eventh Century); 

Mä yu'awwa/ 'alayhi fi '/-mU(fäf wa '1-murjaf 
ilayhi (That on Which One May Depend, on 
the Two Nouns in Genitive Construct); 

Nafo.at al-ray/Jänah wa-rash/Jat tilä' ai-/Jänah 
(The Wafting Fragrance of Aromatic Herbs 
and thc Dew ofthe Wine-G1ass in the Tavem); 

Dhayl ai-Naf!Jah (Scquel to the "Wafting Fra-
grance"); 

al-Nämüs /Jäshiyah 'alä '1-qämüs (The Con
fidant, a G1oss on the "Dictionary"); 

Qa.yd al-sahll fimä ß '1-lughah al- 'arahiyyah 
min a/-dakhTl (Following the Middle Path, on 
thc Foreign Words in the Arabic Language). 

Editions and Manuscripts 
al-A'Iäm, MS Leipzig, Vollcrs catalog, no. 683; 

BaräfJat al-arwä/J jälibat al-surür wa 'l-afrä/J, 
MS Berlin, Staatsbib1iothck, Ah1wardt cata
log, no. 8162; 

Dhayl al-naf!Jah, ed. 'Abd a1-Fattä.l) Mul)ammad 
al-f:lu1w (Cairo: Dä.r Il)yä.' al-Kutub a1-' Ara
biyyah, 1971 ); 

Dlwän, MS Där al-Kutub, Cairo, Shi'r Taymür, 
no. 404 (autograph); MS Berlin, Ahlwardt 
catalog, no. 8007; 

Jany al-jannatayn fi tamy'iz naw'ay al-muthan
nayayn (Damascus: Maktabat a1-QudsT, 1348 
AH); 

Khulä.yat al-athar fi a'yän al-qarn al-/Jädi 
'ashar, ed. Mu~~afä Wahbah (Cairo 1867, 
repr. Beirut: Dä.r ~ä.dir, n.d.); 

Mä yu'awwal 'alayhi fi '1-murjaf wa'l-murjäf 
ilayh. ed. Mul)ammad f:lasan 'Abd al-AzTz, 
f:lasan al-Shäfi 'T (Cairo: Majma' al-Lughah 
a1-'Arabiyyah, 2003); 

Naf!Jat al-ray/Jänah wa-rash/Jat filä' al-/Jänah, 
critica1 ed. 'Abd a1-Fattä.l) Mul)ammad al-
11ulw (Cairo: Där ll)yä' al-Kutub a1-' Ara
biyyah, 1967-70); 

Qa.yd al-sahll fima fi '1-lughah al-' arahiyyah 
min al-dakhll. ed. with commentary 'Uthmä.n 
Mal)müd al-~TnT (Riyadh: Maktabat al
Tawbah, 1994). 

Al-Mul)ibbT was one of the most produclive 
writers of seventeenth-century Damascus. Espe
cially famous for his two biographical collec
tions Khulä.yat al-athar and Nafo.at al-ray~zänah. 
he also wrote poetry and works devoted to lexi
cography. Al-Mul)ibbT describes his life, spent 
mostly surroundcd by poets and literati in Da
mascus, as being cxclusivcly dcvoted to adab, 
mcaning the linguistic and literary arts as weil as 
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his own poetic production. He was born in 1651 
to a Damascene scholarly family, presumably of 
considerable wealth since his grandtather Mu
J:!ibb Alläh ibn MuJ:!ammad MuJ:!ibb al-Dln (d. 
1638) is described as having collected a tortune 
while serving in the legal administration of the 
city. Nevertheless, ai-MuJ:!ibhl's tather Fac)l 
Alläh (d. 1671) and his patemal uncle Sun' 
Alläh (d. 1685) both expended great efforts to 
gain scho1arly posts; neither seems to have led a 
life of leisure. Al-MuJ:!ihbl's younger brother 
died young. 1n his youth al-Muhibhl followed 
the normal curriculum, studying the Qur' an, law, 
Hadith, and language under the guidance of the 
prominent teachers of the day. Somewhat less 
common wcre his studies in geometry and medi
cine, hut hc did not puhlish anything in cither of 
these disciplines. MuJ:!ammad ihn 'Umar al
'Ahhäsl (d. 1665), shaykh of the branch of the 
Khalwatiyyah Sufi order that stemmed from 
AJ:!mad al- 'Usäll (d. 1639)-the forcmost hranch 
in Syria at the time-initiated ai-MuJ:!ihhl into 
Sufism, yet it is improbable that he was an ac
tive Sufi for he did not write any works devoted 
to mysticism or on mystical themes. The initia
tive to become a Sufi adept probahly came from 
his relative MuJ:!ammad ibn 'Abd al-LaFf al
Khalwatl ( d. 1661 ), who also belonged to the 
'Usäll branch of the Khalwatiyyah. The othcr 
members of his family do not seem to have had 
any Sufi connections. 

Al-MuJ:!ihhl grcw up in the house of his fa
thcr, who left the boy in the custody of other 
relatives while he travelcd to Istanbul and stayed 
there tor four years, from 1662 to 1666. After
wards, ai-MuJ:!ibbl followed his father to Beirut, 
where the 1atter served as judge. They later re
tumed to Damascus, where the father died. Al
MuJ:!ibbT's father was prohably his Ioremost 
teacher of artistic composition (inshä') and the 
one responsible for inspiring in him an interest 
in poetry and history, all of these disciplines 
being prominent in ai-MuJ:!ibbl's later works. In 
the house of his father he met several important 
literati. including the famous poet Manjak ihn 
MuJ:!ammad al-Manjakl (d. 1669). 

Several accounts are re1ated regarding al
MuJ:!ibbT's first poem. Al-Su'älätl and. following 
him, ai-Murädl report that hc wrote it when a 
friend of his in thc maktah ahandoncd him. In 

MuJ:!ammad Aminibn Fad! Alläh ai-MUHIBBT 

thc poem ai-Muhihbl complains that thc worst 
thing that happens in time (dahr) is thc parting 
of fricnds. Fricndship n:maincd onc of thc 
dominant thcmcs in al-MuhibbT's latcr writmgs 
and in his thinking as weil. Many pocms and 
prosc pieces on thc subject, somc vny cnthusi
astic, are includcd in Nufbat ai-Rarl;iinah espc
cially. Whether ai-MuJ:!ibbl's many friendships 
were all exclusivcly of a scicntific or lill:rary 
kind is improhablc. Quite ollen hc praises the 
outward appearance of his friends, a lüct which 
may indicate that he also had some erotic inter
es!. Though no clear Statements indicate that he 
was a homosexual, thcre are some hints in this 
direction. He does not seem to have married, and 
his contemporary Ibn Kannän praises his hand
some appearancc at length. Admittedly, these 
are weak arguments, hut his biographical works 
describe many homosexual relatinnships of 
prominent intellectuals. some of them ai
MuJ:!ibbl's friends. 

To retum to the question of his poetical be
ginnings, in Khulii.yat al-athar ai-Muhibbl says 
that he sent his first poem to his father, then 
residing in Istanbul, exprcssing Ionging für his 
ahsent parcnt. In his answer Fad! Alläh warns 
the son not to pursue the way of the poets, be
cause it brings no gain, but instead to strive for 
high esteem among the lcarncd. AI-Muhibbl 
does not say whcthcr he followcd this admoni
tion, hut in any case he did not stop producing 
poems. In the introduction to his !Yiwiin hc 
praises the poets with the words "Praisc hc to a 
god who made poets the commandcrs of 
speech." AI-MuJ:!ibhl also wrote a commentary 
on the Dlwän of al-Mutanahbl, hut this text is 
not extant. Since ai-MuJ:!ihhl's father also was a 
poet, it is not improhable that his warning was 
grounded in his own experience. His prohlems 
in his career as a functionary may have heen due, 
at least in part, to his interest in poetry. In Egypt, 
while in the service of the Ottoman judge 
Mustafä ihn 'Abd al-I:J.allm ai-Burüsawl ( d. 
1687), hc met AJ:!mad al-Khafäji (d. 1659), the 
poet and author of the Ravbänah, the model for 
ai-Muhihhl's later work, Naf/.wt ai-Rayhänah. 
Becau~c al-Burüsawl hated ai-KhaJajl. a conftict 
arose hetween him and Fa(_ll Allah wh1ch obvi

ously cnded their relationship. 
When skillfully used to entertain and pra:se 
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patrons, poetry could further the career of Otto
man functionaries. In ai-MuJ:!ibbi's case, how
ever, Iove of poetry was ohviously combined 
with disinclination toward service in the admini
stration. This is evident in the way he descrihes 
his visit to Istanbul (Rüm). He went there in the 
year 1676 at the age oftwenty-five together with 
his uncle ~un' Alläh, who was then obviously in 
the service of the above mentioned judge ai
Burüsawi. They stayed at first in Bursa, then 
proceeded to Edirne, where the sultan's court 
was located at the time. When the court moved 
to Istanbul in 1676, they followed it. AI
MuJ:!ihhi's motives for the journey are not en
tirely clear. The loss of sorne literati companions 
may have been one cause, as he says in Nafl:tat 
al-raybänah. In the portraits of Damascene ex
perts of adab contained in this work, six persons 
are mentioned who died in the 1670s. Arnong 
thesc is MuJ:!ammad ihn Kamäl al-Din (d. 1675), 
to whom al-MuJ:!ibbi devotes an extensive and 
enthusiastic passage. Yet neither in this nor in 
any other of these notices does he rnention that 
the death of the hiographee drove him out of 
Damascus. Another reason for the journey may 
have heen that al-MuJ:!ihbi feit pressed to seek a 
post as judge, following the example of many 
Syrians hefore him. Generally this endeavor 
involved entering the service (muläzamah) of a 
high-ranking Ottoman scholar who might pro
eure a post for his client. The attainment of posts, 
dismissal therefrom, and the recuperation of lost 
posts absorbed the attention ofmany ofthe intel
lectuals in al-MuJ:!ibbi's milieu. His father wrote 
a prose piece for a friend who had heen dis
missed and assures him that his value as a per
son is not affected by this unfortunate event. In 
yet another piece Fa<;ll Alläh deplores his own 
unemployed status and explains-ohviously to a 
patron-that it is the duty of those who enjoy 
high r;;nk to help those who do not. 

The .:areer of al-Mul)ihbi's uncle ~un' Alläh 
provides a good example of the practice of 
muläzamah. He was client of the judge al
Burüsawi in Istanhul and after some time was 
appointed judge in a town in northern Syria. Al
Mul)ibbi joined the judge Mul)ammad ihn 
Lutf Alläh ihn Zakariyyä Mul)ammad al-'Arahi 
(d. 1681 ), who had already heen the patron of 
his father during the latter's stay in Istanbul in 
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I662-6. Some points in the relationship between 
al-MuJ:!ibbi and the judge are remarkable. Al
MuJ:!ibbi says that when he was three years old, 
MuJ:!ammad ibn Lutf Alläh, then serving in Da
mascus, promised his father a position for his 
son. On the occasion of a mission to the town of 
Yeni $ehir in the service of Sultan Mehmed IV 
(r. 1648-87), al-MuJ:!ihhi says, the judge "sent 
me [an appointment to a post as a teacher, mu
darris, at] the Lämi'i Madrasah in Bursa with a 
stipend oftwenty-five 'uthmänfs. Then Mul)am
mad ibn Lutf Alläh became qäcfl 'askar of Ru
melia and sent me [an appointment to a post at] 
the Hoca Khayr al-Din Madrasah with a stipend 
ofthirty 'uthmänls." Since al-MuJ:!ibbi obviously 
did not work in either of these posts, the ap
pointments only were meant to put him on the 
Ottoman cursus honorum, which would eventu
ally Iead him to a fifty-'uthmänfpost in Damas
cus. In Istanbul ai-Mul)ihbi pursued a close rela
tionship with his patron, but tried, he says, to 
avoid being appointed to a judgeship and urged 
Mul)ammad ihn Lutf Alläh to obtain for him a 
post as professor at a madrasah in Anatolia. 
This request had not been answered by the time 
Mul)ammad died, and al-Mul)ihhi, now thirty 
years old, returned to Damascus the next day, 15 
Shawwäl I 092/28 October 1681. 

This story indicates that ai-MuJ:!ihbi was not 
very eager for a post which might distance him 
from the sphere of learning and which would 
prevent him from following his interests in the 
literary arts and hiographical writing. Back in 
Damascus and in a state of seclusion, he contin
ued these pursuits. SecJusion appears often in al
Mul)ibbi's biographical notices of contemporary 
scholars and was thus obviously not a rare prac
tice. His father had already chosen to seclude 
hirnself in his home for a while. The most fa
mous example from seventeenth-century Da
mascus is that of 'Ahd al-Ghani ai-Näbulusi ( d. 
1730), who spent seven years in seclusion be
ginning in 1680, just one year hefore al-Mu
hibbi's return to Damascus. Al-Nähulusi also 
~rote a treatise on this theme, Takmfl an-nu'üt.fi 
luzüm al-buyüt (Consummate Descriptions of 
Staying at Horne). Since al-Mul)ibbi esteemed 
al-Näbulusi very highly, this great master may 
have bcen a model tor his own behavior, but 
thcrc is no such explicit indication in his writ-
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ings. Instances of seclusion often followcd dis
missal from a post or failure to obtain onc. This 
may also be true in ai-Muf:libbT's case, since his 
patron had died so suddenly, yet his seclusion 
was not merely an act of frustration. He used it, 
probably deliberately chose it, in order to writc 
the Nafo.at al-raybänah and Khulä.yat al-athar, 
presumably organizing and editing biographical 
material he had been collecting for years prior to 
this. 

Al-Muhibbi's two biographical collections 
were produced roughly during the same period, 
yet while Nafo.at al-raybänah is mentioned in 
Khulä.yat al-athar, the converse is not true, so it 
is appropriate to start with the Nafl;ah. Early on 
in his education al-Muf:libbT came to know al
KhafäjT's famous co llection of portraits of poets, 
Raybänat al-alibbä wa-zahrat al-bayäh al-dunvä, 
and al-Muf:libbi's work was meant to be a dhayl 
(sequel or supplement) to it. Al-Khafäjfs 
Raybänah represents a type of biographical col
lection that concentrates exclusively on scholars 
active in the field of adab. The portraits in both 
works are arranged by region of residence. Like 
al-KhafäjT, ai-Mui:JibbT devotes the first chapter 
to literati from Damascus, then Aleppo and other 
cities of Syria. AI-KhafäjT devotes his second 
chapter to North Africans, Meccans, Egyptians. 
and RilmTs. This structure is due to the fact that 
ai-KhafäjT uses the collection as a means of self
presentation. He gives one section of his first 
chapter the rubric "Those Whom I Met in Da
mascus When I Retumed from Anatolia." Then 
his joumey to Aleppo is mentioned in a passage 
which acts as a frame for the portraits of the 
city's literati and poets. As a whole, the book's 
structure reflects the Iife of the author or at least 
a significant part of it. He traveled to lstanbul in 
order to obtain a post and retumed to Egypt via 
Syria. He traveled again to lstanbul, where he 
was dismissed from his position, in a way the 
culminating point of his life. In the Raybänah, 
after the closing the section on Anatolia, ai
KhafäjT gives an account of his life which is 
largely centered upon his bad experiences during 
his last visit to lstanbul. This is followed by his 
autobiographical Maqämah riimivvah, which 
criticizes Jstanbul's cultural and moral environ
ment in harsh terms. 

Al-MuhibbT, for his part, does not mention 

Muhammad AmTn ibn Fad! Alläh ai·MliHIBBf 

his journeys in chapter titles, but in thc lv'aflwh 
his life-story also is mirron:d in a way. His tirst 
Ionger journey led him to Rum, which appears 
in the seeond chapter of thc Naflwh. A st:cond 
journcy took him to tht: Hijaz, a thinl to I:gypt 
(chs. 3 and 5 ). Tht: passag es on lraq, Bahrain 
and Yemen are inscrted bctween tht:sc two chap
ters. The last and shortest st:ction of tht: work is 
dedicated to litcrati of North A frica. In tht: mtru
duction to the Naf/.1ah. ai-MuhibhT givt:s an 
autobiographical account, like that of al-KhatajT 
but without a maqämah. In addition, hc inserts 
many pieces of införmation about hirnself into 
his portraits of other litcrary scholars. 1t should 
be remarked that the portraits in his work and 
that of ai-Khafäji's work are not factual bio
graphical accounts. They do not givc thc datcs of 
birth, death, or other salient events in the sub
jects' Jives. Thcy do not Iist tcacl1ers or works 
authorcd, and they omit other pieccs of införma
tion typically found in standard biographical 
collections likc ai-Muf:libbT's own Khuläsah. 
where most of the tlgures trcated in thc Naf}Jah 
appear again. lnstcad, highly rhctorical portraits 
are drawn highlighting thc literary capacitics of 
thc authors described. Many of thcir pocms and 
selections lrom thcir prosc arc quotcd and somc
times commented upon. Also, ai-MuhihhT quotcs 
his own picces which hc addresscd to thcsc 
figures. 

Some of al-MuhibbT's text dcrives from al
Khafäji's work, though he was eagcr not to copy 
the model but to provide new information in
stead. This he does especially while describing 
those persons he knew personally, in Damascus 
and other places. Even für figures who appear in 
ai-KhafäjT's book, he adds ncw dctails and quo
tations of poetry. Neither author explains what 
exactly qualifies someone for inclusion in these 
works. In al-MuhibbT's case it seems that only 
those intellectuals who produced poetry and 
inshä' appear in the Nafl.wh. Comparison with 
the Khulä.~ah shows that many scholars who 
actually wrote poetry do not figure in the lv'afl.wh. 
This suggests that it is the kind of poetry thcy 
composed that matters. lt is not the production 
of religious poetry, lor example, that qualities 
one as an adib, but rather the composition of 
Iove poetry (gha::al) and verses in praise of wine 

(khamrilyät). 
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The reasons behind al-Mui:Jibbi's remarkablc 
method of structuring the section of the Naßwh 
devoted to Damascus merit examination. He 
begins with the "Excellences of Syria" (ma/:ziisin 
a/-Shiim), four poets who lived in the firsthalf of 
the seventeenth century and whom he did not 
know personally. He seems to regard them as the 
best poets the city had produced over the last 
one hundred years. The next chapter, titled 
"Mention of Persons, Four of Whom Appeared 
in al-Khataji's Text," includes thirty-five por
traits. A rough chronology is discemiblc: the 
first subject died in 1632, the last sixty-two 
years later. He clearly did not intend an ar
rangement according to the quality of their pro
duction. The next chapter is devoted to ten peo
ple who were fricnds of al-Mui:Jibbl. Then comes 
a group llf elcven prominent scholars who were 
also poets, in rough chronological order as weil. 
The second section in the chapter devoted to 
Damascus comprises members of prominent 
Damascene families. lt begins with the l:lamzah 
family, proceeds to the Nabulusls and others, 
and ends up with the Mui:Jibbl family. The first 
member of the latter family to be presented is 
Mui:Jibb al-Din (d. 1608), a scholar from Hama 
who settled in Damascus. The last is al
Mui:Jibbl's father, Fa<)! Allah. This arrangement 
on the basis of family ties, which is missing in 
al-Khataji's work, may attest to al-Mui:Jibbl's 
affection towards his family. Probably he also 
wanted to highlight the poetic qualities of thc 
Mui:Jibbls which in a way he had inherited from 
his father, thus dcmonstrating his own superior 
stalu'; in his hometown. The section on Damas
cus closes with a poem on the city by al
Mui:Jibbl hirnself 

Further examination of the Damascus chapter 
of Naßwt a/-ray/:ziinah providcs additional in
sights. It is noteworthy that thc first four figures 
in the chapter, whom al-Mui:Jibb! regards as 
leading poets, arealso somewhat "immoral." For 
example, Abü Bakr ibn Mansür al-'Umarl (d. 
1638) is described in Khu/ii.yat al-athar as dis
tant from the way of the 'ulamii', and one of his 
conflicts with a prominent scholar is mentioned. 
He also was enamorcd of young boys. About 
lbrahTm al-Akraml (d. 1639), ai-MuhibbT re
marks that his wine-pocms would makc even an 
ascctic (ziihid) rebel. AI-Muhibbl's fricnds also 
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appear to have becn quitc libertine. Thus, if one 
wants to pin down the specific milieu to which 
ai-Mui:Jibbl rcgarded hirnself as belonging, it 
was not a milieu of pious ascetics or severe 
scripturalist scholars, but a circle of people who 
combined intellectual ambitions with Iove of 
poetry and hedonistic tendencies. 

AI-Mui:Jibbl planncd to write an appendix to 
the Naf/:zat a/-rav/:ziinah but dicd before he could 
finish it. Thc material was subscquently ar
rangcd by his disciplc Mui:Jammad ibn Mai:Jmüd 
al-Su 'alan ( d. 1736) in 1700, five months atler 
ai-Mui:Jibbi's dcath (sec for him Ibn Kannan, al
ljawädith, 453). AI-Su'alatl also includes a bio
graphical notice on al-Muhibbi at the end of 
Dhay/ al-Naf!wh, including many selections of 
eiegiac poetry (rithä') für his master (400-44). 

Khu/ii~at al-athar, al-Mui:Jibbl's major bio
graphical work, includes 1289 biographies of 
figurcs who died in the eleventh lslamic century 
( 1592-1688) arranged alphabetically by given 
name. His work follows a tradition of biographi
cal collections devoted to centuries, including 
Ibn l:lajar ai-'AsqalanT's (d. 1449), ai-Durar al
kiiminahfi a'yiin al-ml'ah al-thäminah, devoted 
to the eighth lslamic century, ai-Sakhawl's (d. 
1497) al-f!aw' al-lämi' fi a'yän a/-qarn al-tiisi', 
devoted to the ninth lslamic century, and Najm 
al-Din ai-Ghazzl's (d. I 650) a/-Kawiikib a/
sii' irah, devotcd to thc tcnth century. Among the 
works that al-Mui:Jibbi used as sources arc al
GhazzT's Lu[j'a/-samar, thc Taräjim al-a'yän by 
l:lasan al-Bürlnl ( d. I 615) and the now lost con
tinuation of ai-Bürlni's work by ai-Mui:Jibbl's 
tather Fa~II Allah. In ordcr to describc the 
spccifk charactcr of Khulä.yat al-athar it is ap
propriatc to comparc it with ai-GhazzT's work, 
its direct lorcrunner in the gcnrc. Thc geo
graphical range covered by ai-Mui:Jibbl is 
broader, including Morocco, India, Anatolia, and 
many othcr rcgions ignored by ai-Ghazzl. lt is 
difficult to judge whethcr hc wanted to articulate 
some sense of "international" Muslim cohesion, 
as has been suggested by al-~abbagh, or whether 
he just collected all the in formation he could get. 

Al-Mui:Jibbl criticizes ai-Ghazzi's work ex
plicitly, providing somc insight into his own 
objcctivcs and prcfcrenccs. He considcrs ai
Ghazzl's notices in thc Kawakib too short and 
tcrsc. This is not unjustificd, since al-(ihazzT 
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otlen provides a limited number of dates and 
facts in each notice, only rarely quoting the sub
ject's poetry or relating anecdotes about what 
occurred to them. ln contrast, ai-Muhibbi regu
larly includes both poetic selections and relevant 
anecdotes in his individual notices. His portraits 
often stretch over more than ten pages, much 
Ionger then al-Ghazzl's. ln this respect ai
Muhibbi is closer to al-Burlnl, whom he tollows 
also in his tendency to insert autobiographical 
intormation into the portraits. 

A major diffcrence between the two works is 
evident from their introductions. In the introduc
tion to ai-Kawäkih al-sä'irah, ai-Ghazzl praises 
the 'ulamä ', the "heirs of the Prophet," and 
states that he is devoting his book to them in 
order, he stresses, to provide the readers with 
some moral guidance. Al-Mu~ibbl's introduc
tion, in contrast, attests to his somewhat "plural
istic" outlook. He begins with the sentcnce, 
"Praise to God, Who divided mankind into dif
ferent classes." One understands trom th is sen
tence and the following elaboration that hc 
wants each individual to tollow his own path 
and is not eager to place one group above any 
other. He states explicitly that his work is de
voted to "sultans, Ieaders, imams and udahä' ," 
and thus he does not singleout the 'ulamä' tor 
exclusive attention. In addition, he distances 
hirnself somewhat from moralistic scholars such 
as Najm ai-Dln ai-Ghazzl hirnseiL who is por
trayed in the Khuläsah in a peculiar way. The 
noticc on al-Ghazzl begins with rather neutral 
statements. AI-Mu~ibbi says little of ai-Ghazzl's 
intellectual qualities despite the fact that he was 
one of the most prominent writers in seven
teenth-century Damascus. Then he quotes a se]f. 
portrait by ai-Ghazzl in which he describes him
self as a serious, pious person who disdains 
worldly pleasures. AI-Mu~ibbl then adds several 
anecdotes which portray al-Ghazzl in a less
than-favorable light and even seem to ridicule 
him. A very different portrayal is accorded to 
l:fasan ai-Burlni, who is highlighted by ai
Mu~ibbl as a great scholar, adib and poet. He 
describes at length al-Burinl's Iove of winc and 
drugs, his homosexual relationships, and his 
many confiicts with Damascene religious schol
ars who "disliked his open speech." as ai
Mul~ihbi puts it. The reader of the two notices 
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comes to thc conclusion that ai-Muhihhi pn:
fcrrcd al-ßürini over ai-Ghazzl hy li1r. Onc may 
add that, in thc Khuliisah as a wholc, ai-Muhihhl 
shows his prcference for thc Bürlnl-typc intcl
lectual over thc Ghazzi-typc, hoth of which arc 
represcnted in a numhcr of othcr hiographical 
notices in thc tcxt. Onc cannot say that ai
Mu~ibhi disapproved of thc · ulamii · in gencral, 
but hc more than oncc attacks the "moral fanat
ics" (muta'as.~ihün) among thern. In ont: cast: hc 
quott:s, apparcntly with approval, tht: ahO\ c
mentioned poet Abu Bakr ibn Mansur al- Umarl, 
singled out by ai-Mu~ihbl as highly praisewor
thy, mocking onc oftht:se fanatics. 

Why was it al-Mu~ibbi, of all contt:nnporary 
scholars, who continucd the tradition of bio
graphical dictionaries covering a wholc century 
compiled by such famous predecessors as Ibn 
Hajar al-' Asqalani and ai-Cihazzi'1 Sincc thc 
genrc is one of the most representativc of thc 
cultural Iandscape of the time, the point has cn
hanced relevance. Such biographical works 
definc who was important, who was a kgitimatc 
actor in Muslim intellcctual culture of the pcriod. 
Why did not anothcr, more respcctahlc scholar 
than ai-Mu~ihhl also undcrtakc this task'1 Pcr
haps there wcrc othcr attcmpts, hut ccrtainly 
nonc rivaled ai-Muhihbi's magnum opus. 

Some time after the year 16X9, ai-Muhihhl 
traveled to the Hijaz, both to pertürm thc pil
grimage and to collcct information ahout llijazi 
and Yemeni poets to be includcd in his bio
graphical works. AI-Murädi mentions that ai
MuhibbT also accepted a post as judge in Mecca, 
but he himself does not confirm this. Perhaps hc 
wanted to downplay this as a motive for the 
joumey in accordance with his generat aversion 
to such posts. The text of Naf/.lat al-rav!ziinah 
demonstrates that he came into contact with 
many literati. Notcworthy is his triendship with 
Mu~ammad ibn Haydar ibn 'All, whose physical 
attractiveness ai-MuhihbT praises. The portrait 
also includcs many picces articulating their 
friendship in poetry and artistic prose. 

It is not clear cxactly when ai-MuhibbT re
turned to Damascus, whcre he again went into 
seclusion. Eventually the Cairenc Zayn al- Äbi
dTn ai-Bakri ( d. 1695) visited Damascus and in
vited ai-Muhibbl to Egypt. AI-Bakrl had litcrary 
propensities and cstablished relationships with 
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some of al-Muhibbl's friends in the Hijaz and 
Damascus. For example. he hosted al-Näbulusl 
during his stay in Cairo and is mentioned several 
times in al-Näbulusl's a/-}jaqlqah wa '1-maju::. 
The nature ofhis relationship with al-Mul:Jibbl is 
not entirely clear. Al-Muhibbl certainly admircd 
his handsome appearance, which impressed 
other Damascenes as weil: "He delighted thcm 
with his smilc, before hc delighted them with his 
speech." Al-Mul:Jibbl acccpted the invitation, hut 
his first visit to Cairo failed for an unknown 
reason; perhaps he was not offered a position 
there at this time. Only a second attempt was 
successful. · Abd al-Bäql ibn Mul:Jammad 'ÄriC 
an Ottoman functionary he knew from his so
joum in Anatolia, passed through Damascus on 
his way to assume the position of judge in Cairo 
and took al-Mul:Jibbl along with him. He likely 
appointed al-Mul:Jibbl to servc as his deputy 
judge, something mentioned by al-Murädl, 
whereas al-Mul:Jibbl hirnself is silent on the sub
Ject. He explains that in Cairo he finished the 
Nafo.ah. He did not stay in seclusion there, but 
participated in the salon (majlis) of Zayn al
, Äbidln, where he met the famous Damascene 
scholar 'Abd al-GhanT al-NäbulusT as is men
tioned by the latter in his travel account al
}jaqlqah wa '1-majäz. In another travel account, 
al-NabulusT hints at al-Mul:Jibbl's strong lean
ings towards adah. Contact between the two is 
also mentioned, without further details, in Mu
l:Jammad Kamal al-DTn ihn Mul:Jammad al
GhazzT's (d. 1799) al-Wird al-unsi'(fol. 70h). 

Al-Mul:Jihbl dcscribcs onc of thcsc litcrary 
salons attcndcd hy his fricnd thc litcrary scholar 
Shähln ihn Fatl:J Alläh, at which thc suhjcct of 
ta.lhlf--thc altcration of dots on thc Jettcrs of a 
ph1asc in order to give it a ncw, distinct mcan
ing~was discussed. Al-MuhibhT rcndcrs as onc 
example his words, addresscd to ShähTn, atayniJ 
natahähiJ hi-kalumika, which means, "We came, 
taking pride in your speech." In the ta.~hl/~ 
vers!On it says anta yä Shähln kul/u amal ("You, 
eh ShähTn, are every hope"). In othcr cases men
uoned hy the author "harmless" words are simi
larly twisted in order to allude to fricndship or a 
Iove affair. 

Exactly when al-Mul:JihhT rcturncd to Damas
cus is not known. In 1694 and 1695, hc was 
involvcd in lawsuits in that city, hut hc may 

306 

have heen absent für the first, as he was repre
sented by an agent. In 1694 hc claimed a salary 
of fitly 'uthmänls daily, whercas only twenty 
· uthmüni's were indicated in the endowment 
dced~-and he won the case. Another record 
mentions al-MuhihbT as Qur'an reciter paid by 
thc cndowment of Kücyük Ahmad Pasha, a func
tion hc fllled until his dcath. In 1695 he sought 
to provc that his post teaching l;lanaiT law at the 
Darwlshiyyah Madrasah was mcntioncd in the 
endowmcnt dccd and thus lcgitimatc, something 
an Ottoman oflicial had denicd (Damascus court 
rccords: Mahäkim shar' iyyah, Dimashq, register 
X mushawwish, page 42/no. I 05, 5'h Rajab 
II 06/1695 ). In another record (register 56/216/ 
562, 9 Jumäda II I I42 /1729) it is stated that al
Mul:JihbT held the post until his dcath 1699. (All 
inlormation from court records is provided by 
Astrid Meier, University of Zürich.) Since in the 
first case al-Mul:JibbT was represented in the 
court by an agent, it is possible that he was not 
in Damascus at the time. He prohably left Cairo 
only after Zayn al-'ÄbidTn's death in 1695. In 
the last phase of his life he seems to have stayed 
in Damascus, continuing to hold several posts 
and at the same time engaged in writing, espe
cially on lexicography. 

Al-Mul:JibbT wrote several works on lexicog
raphy, including the now lost a/-Numüs häshi
yah · aliJ '1-Qümüs, presumahly a commentary 
on ai-FTrüzähadl's famous dictionary, ai-Qämüs. 
AI-Su älätT rcports that ai-Mul:Jihhl ncvcr com
pleted it. Anothcr tcxt in this ficld is Qa.)·d al
sahi'l fimü fi '1-lughah al- · arahivyah min al
dakhll, on l(>rcign vocahulary in Arahic. AI
Muhihhl organizcd this hook alphabctically, hut 
f(>r somc rcas(ln :;toppcd aftcr rcaching thc word 
al-maqdünivyah ( Maccdonia). In it, hc draws 
cxtensivcly on thrcc carlicr works mentioncd in 
the introduction, ai-JawälTql's (d. 1144) al
Mu' arrah, al-Khafäjl's Mu:Jam al-al/{i?,, and al
Qa<;IT al-An!äkl's (d. 1688) Naqd al-lisän, hut 
also adds ncw items. In addition, he treats herc 
the much dehatcd question whether the Qur'an 
contains foreign vocahulary, arguing, following 
earlier authoritics, that it does. His introductory 
chaptcr shows his strong reliancc upon al
KhafäjT's work, as it includes practically all of 
thc lattcr's rctlcctions and mcrely adds supplc
mental cxamplcs of thc points raiscd thcrc. 
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Al-Mu~ibbi also wrote several lexicographi
cal works devoted to two-term constructions. 
One of these, al-Durr al-maw.yüffi '1-.yi(ah wa 'l
maw!fü{, on noun-adjective pairs, is lost, but is 
mentioned by al-Su 'äläti in his sequel to the 
Naf/:lah. Another text, Mäyu'awwal 'alayhifi '1-
murjä( wa- 'l-muqä{ ilayhi, about genitive con
structions, is largely based on Abü Man~ür al
Tha'älibi's (d. I 038) Kitäh thimär al-qulübfi 'l
murjä( wa '1-mansüh. Al-Mu~ibbi says that he 
found this book in need of commentary and ad
ditions, which he procecded to provide. The 
arrangement of material in his work differs from 
that of his model significantly. While al-Tha
'alibi applies a systematic arrangement, begin
ning with a chapter on genitive constructions in 
which "Allah" is the sccond term, al-Mu~ibbi 
instead arranges the material alphabetically, 
beginning with the terrn abdä al-!fafo.ah and 
ending with yawm al-yamänah. lt is difficult to 
propose an overall analysis of the collection as a 
whole at this point, since that would require 
close study of his criteria for inclusion, his 
method of commentary, and so on, something 
that has yet to be undertaken. Nevertheless, ai
Mu~ibbi's short introduction standsout in that it 
differs substantially from al-Tha'alibi's. Where
as the latter simply explains how he came to 
write the book, ai-Mu~ibbi engages in plays on 
the phrase al-muqä(wa 'l-murjäfilayhi in various 
ways. Thus he relates that he was urged to write 
the work by a friend whose relationship with 
him was as close as that between the two terms 
in a genitive construct or that between a noun 
and its modificr (al-.yifah wa '1-maw.yüf), the sub
ject of his earlier work. Hcre grammatical terms 
are uscd to rcfcr to a relationship of fricndship or 
Iove, a common topos in ai-Mu~ibbi's work. ln 
the khu!hah or opening prayer of the work, an
other playful usage of al-muqä{ wa '1-mul,fä{ 
ilayhi occurs in a passage which seems to cn
gage in irreverent, though vciled, mockery of 
religion. The opening phrase, l;amdu 'llähi 
na{sahü ajallu mä yu 'awwalu 'alayhi may mcan 
"God's praise of Hirnself is the greatest thing on 
which one may rely"--the "straight" meaning
but can also be interpreted as, "God's praise of 
Hirnself is thc greatest thing over which one 
might wail." The second phrase, aHwmdu lahu 
ikhhünm himü huwa .ytldirun · anhu wa-mul,iäjim 
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ilayh, may mean either, "To praise Ciod is to 
state what springs from H im and what is as
cribed to Hirn" or "To praise God is to state 
what springs from Hirn and what must be addcd 
to Hirn." These altemate interpretations, both 
highly heretical, cannot have escaped ai
Mu~ibbi's notice and must have been intended 
as humorous, irreverent double-entendres. That 
these readings are intended is corroborated by 
the fact that he applies a similar literary strategy 
in yet another lexicographical treatise, .Jany al
jannatayn .fi tamylz naw'ay al-muthannayayn, 
which he completed in 1698. ln the introduction 
to this work, ai-Muhibbi writes, "When I 
finished the Murjä( it came to my mind to sup
plement it with another remarkable book on the 
two sorts of the dual, the dual on the basis of 
!Jaqlqah and the dual on the basis of taghllb." 
The first term signifies a pair of things, or two 
individuals or things betonging to one category 
(jins). The second links Iogether two things as
sociated by connection or opposition, while the 
dual is forrned from the singular of one of the 
two, like abawan, literally "two fathers" tor 
"parents." AI-Mu~ibbi provides an alphabeti
cally arranged Iist devoted to each type of dual 
construction. An appendix treats dual torms of 
the annexed noun (al-mudäf) in genitive con
structs, and a second appendix treats dual forms 
of determining nouns (al-muqä{ ilayhi) in these 
same constructs. In the introduction to the first 
part, on the "true" dual, ai-Mu~ibbi displays his 
propensity to use ambiguous wording tor the 
sake of irreverent humor. In describing the vari
ous types of duals he gives many examples from 
the sphere of the body and sexuality, and it is 
certainly not by accident that he discusses the 
dual form of the word qur' (i.e., qur'än), which 
means a period of menstruation and the absence 
of menstruation at the same time. This happens 
tobe spelled the same as Qur'an (Qur'än), Is
lam 's sacred text, and suggests that ai-Mu~ibbi 
is again ftirting with blasphemous statements. 
This is one among many examples that charac
terize ai-Mu~ibbi's writings in general. He loved 
to come up with suggestive remarks, toying with 
the feelings of his pious contemporaries. An
other characteristic point is that his work is, on 
the surface, rather derivative. Nafl.wt al
ravbänah closely follows the model of al-
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Khafäjfs Raybanat al-alibba, and Khu!a.yat al
athar also follows famous earlier models, as do 
his books on language. However, this aspect 
~hould not prevent the reader from noticing the 
distinctive features of al-Muhibbi's a:uvre. 

Research on al-Muhibbi is still in its early 
stages so an assessment of his legacy in Arahic 
Jettcrs remains provisional. His best-known and 
most valuahle contrihutions are his biographical 
dictionaries, Nafl.wt al-ray~1iinah and Khulii.yat 
al-athar, both of which reveal a fascination with 
poetry and the literary arts that renders them 
crucial sources for the literary history of the 
seventeenth century, over and ahove their value 
as a general record of the period. Somewhat less 
notable, but neverthe!ess sig:nificant, are his 
lexicographical works, particularly his truncated 
dictionary of foreign vocabulary, Qa.yd al-sah//. 
The modern Syrian scholar Laylä al-~abbägh 
claims that al-Mul)ibbi wanted to strcngthen the 
basis of the Arabic language and defend it 
against decay and the intrusion of other lan
guages, especially Turkish and Persian. Though 
he was not an innovator in linguistics and was 
rather unoriginal, in her view he was working 
for an Arab "national reawakening." Despite 
such claims, it is difficult to view al-Mul)ibbi as 
a proto-nationalist. He does not display any po
litical or politico-cultural ambitions, and tol
lowed his literary and personal interests instead. 
Systematic study of his poetic production has 
been bindered by the fact that his Diwan, or 
collected poems, has not heen edited to date. 
Whether his work represents a renaissance of 
sorts in Arabic culture of the time, as sevcral 
modern scholars have suggested, remains un
clear because the literary history of the period 
has not heen mapped out sufficiently. His works 
attest not only to his deep knowledge and sys
tematic scholarly eflorts but also to his personal 
longings. lle admired the wine-bibhers in his 
milieu, even if he was not himself an avid 
drinker. He cultivated many friendships, and 
may have been homosexuaL He was critical, 
ironic, irreverent, and averse to excessive grav
ity, and as such is representative of at least one 
trend in Arabic litcrary culture in thc seven
teenth ccntury. 
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Shaykh al-Nafzäwi is known to the world only 
through his book, al-Rawq al- 'ii(ir fi nuzhat al
khä{ir (The Perfumed Garden of Sensual Dclight, 
or, following the metaphors through both halves 
of the title, The Perfumed Garden within thc 
Pleasure Grounds of Desire ), a work of practical 
instruction on the successful conduct of sexual 
relations in marriage and concubinage. He di
rects his message to the needs and tastes of the 
ordinary married man. Warking in the adab 
tradition of Arabic belles-lettres but at a popular 
Ievel, al-Nafzäwi amplified his mcssage-as 
readers of this kind of book would have ex
pected-with verses of erotic poetry, witty an
ecdotes, and tales oftrickery or romantic adven
ture involving sexual exploits intended to titil
late the imagination and arouse. 

AI-Natzäwi stresses the God-given nature of 
the sexual pleasure of a man and woman to
gether, described as the most complete and in
tense kind a human can experience and one vital 
to Iasting marital concord and procreation. Prior 
to writing the Perfumed Garden, he had pro-
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