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T O
GEORGE CHEYNE,

M.D. C.R. Ed.S. & S.R.S.

SIR,

W T is my Misfortune not to have
| the Honour of a petfonal Ae-
B quaintance with any GREaT Man,

to whom, with a tolerable Glace
1 could ap)Iy the ufual Panegymc
which Cuftom has made-fo necelfary
an Inmewent im DEpicaTioNs:
But turning my Thoughts to thofe,
with whole learned Works, and La-
bours for the public Good, 1 am bet-
ter acquainted, than with then Perfons,
You, S1r, immediately occurred as
the prapera/;’ Patron for the following
V“J(Jl'k.

A 2 Whether




DEDICATION

Whether I confider you as an emi-
nent Phyfician, as a Member of that
learned Society, of which you are al-
{o one of the Greateft Ornaments or
as a Pbhilofopher, endowed with an
infinite Fund of Knowledge in Natu-
ral and Experimental Phﬂofophy -
whatever Light Iview you in, your
Accomplifhments are {o refplendent
fo' univerfally known, and admired,
that no Luftre can be added to them
by the greateﬁ Encomiums':* Their
intrinfic Excellence takes dway all po(«
Gibility of  Flattery, and T blufly as
muchAaLmy Incapacity of gmng your
your juzft Due, as You would at af-
cribing more than they deferved ta
ozhers.

Thefe Confiderations make this
Work your peculiar Property, and are
very urgent Inducements for Addrell
ing it to You, efpecially, as I have

thereby the Advantage of exempting

myfelf from that Hardfhxp which at-
: e tends

i
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DEDICATION.

tends moft Dedicators, of inventing
the Virtues they celebrate. 2

To do: Juftice to your great Abi-
lities, hoth as a Phyfician and Philofo-
pher, to deferibe your amiable gen-
teel Addrefs, and polite Behaviour,
your generous Contempt of Money,
and Abhorrence of Adulation, with
the reft of your « Chriftian Virtues,
¢« which arenotonly univerfally adzzi-
“ red, but felz,” would be a Task too
difficult for any fentient or intelligent
Being, incumbered with the Adami-
cal Cruft of Clay, and can never be
executed with Infallibility, lllability,
and Irpeccability, but by thofe who,
after a progreffive Purification, are de-
veloped and mundified of that Plaif-
ter or Vebicle of a denfer and coarfer
Element, fuperinduced over the primi-
tive etherial Body, by which the Spi-
vits are infinitely condenfed, concentered
and incraffated. ‘

Your




DEDICATIOWN.
Yous learned Works, Sz, deri@z’fzg

from their Aushor a Ray, Eflux, or
nfinitefimal Emanation, are above the

Reach of Critics, and by fending this
into the World under your Patronage,
I hope the extreme Tendernefs and De-
licacy of its lumbaginous State will be
protected from. the noxious and dele-
terions Qualities of thofe envious
Wiretches, “ the Powers. of = whofe

€C
g
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Souls are funk, concentered im-
prifoned, and contmé‘ted to a szc—
s Saliens, by their unformed Ta-
bernacle or Organical Vehicle, and
cannot exert their intelleétual Func-
tions.”. Thefe Critics” “ have, by
wrong or no Culture, fanted the
Or ; s of their Faculties, and bya
petual Mal- Regimen dlﬁ()l‘i’éd
em; and like our Planet, have

fomany ‘untoward - and ouiique
vmw”)mo of a defigned Deserig-
t‘ﬂcy are not fit to Coms-

)nc- [~J

the Scwuztle- E"? my pout out

1. s
¢ thelr

#zeirciar with our Borm»: Like
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< their own black Lz’gzmr on the pel-
« 1ycid Element.” In réturn for thefe
bad Qualities, I with them no other
Exacerbation, or any thing more dele-
zerious,than a {1ri& Confinement to an
abftemious vegetable Regimen; and an
agueous Beverage. :

I thall not make any farther Intru-
fion on your precious Time, or divert
it longer from your Philofophical Stu-
dies, but {ubmit the following Work

to your Perufal at a leifure Hour.

As you are now %{’r the Meridian,
and the < byperbolic Curwve of Life is
¢ atthePoint of returning downwards
“ again,” it is not to be expected,
yOu can enjoy the Pleafure of making
any more Journies to MERRYLAND ;
but, « fince all fentient and inzelligent
“ Beings are made for Happinefs, and
“ will by mereInftin& feek it fome-how,
« or fome-where, 1 hope the following
¢« Chapters will {upply you with fome

“ fuitable
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« fuitable Ewnteriainment and ﬁmufé-
« sment, with which jyour leifure
¢« Hours may be agreeably diverted,
¢ while you continue in this Zapﬁd
€ gixpiazory and progrqﬁve Staze,” till
you gradually put off this Adamical
Tabernacle, and {lide into another, ac-
cording to the general Laws of Puri-
fication, till at laft you arrive at that
fixed and permanent State defigned
for you in the univerfal Syﬂem of In-
telligences.

1 beg leave to aflure you, that 1
have the moft “ vehement 7 zl/mrgs‘
“ Longings, Volitions, and Velleities)”
to approve myfelf,

§.1IR,
Your great Admirer,
moft bumble,
and
mof? obedient Servant ;

‘ ‘The ED1TOR.
Buth, 20 Oél. 1740.

¢ Wy e ‘
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ED 1 EOR

T EHE

READER.

T is become an Obfervation, trite

enough, that when any Work, like
‘This, which is new and curious, makes
its Appearance in the World, almoft
every one is defirous to have fome
Account of the Author.

To fatisfy therefore in fome Mea-
fure this common Curiofity, I fhall
acquaint my Reader with all that I
have been able to learn concerning the

Writer of the following Sheets,

His Name I find to be Rocer Paru-
queEwELL, with the Addition of Ef;
defcended from an ancient Family

& n
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in Ireland, temarkable for their be-
ing Red-Headed, of great Note, and
of long flanding n that Country. He
was the youngeft Brother of nine,
and confequently could have no great
Patrimony to begin the World withal,
and therefore in the Year 1717, he
came to London to {eek his Fortune,
as feveral of his Relations had {uccefs-
fully done before him; he was then
m the full Vigour of Youth, blefs'd
with great Abilities, a good Addrefs,
a moft advantageous Stature, and well
proportioned graceful Shape, and o-
therwife - well. qualified.....All thefe
Advantages foon recommended him
to the moft inward Favour of a rich
Widow, whom he in a fhort Time
married, and during her Life was
oenteelly maintained by her Jointure.
He made frequent Journies to MER-
ryLanD in her Life-tine ; but after
her death, he took a' Fancy to be al-
moft continmally going and coming,
and fpent fo much in thefe Journies,

that
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that he was reduced to very low Cir-
cumitances, and retired at laft to Box-

logme i France, where he died the

roth of April 1738, Nu8: and at his
death the followmg Shicets werefound
among his other Papers.

He was lodged at a Hozelere in
that Town, the Mafter of which had
a near Acquamtance with a Gapuchin
Fryar, whom he call led to his A{fif-
tance in examining the Papers' of the
deceafed. Tobe fhori, the Fryar upon
looking fome time into the Manufcript,
cried out to the Hotelere, or Land-
lord, “Here is a Cuoriofity, I believe,
¢ that will pay, not only what -is ow-
“.ing to you for Bed and Board, but
“ will, over and above that, put Monpy
“.in yourPocket;” and fo he volunta-
rily offered to tranﬂate it into French

for his Benefit.

Accordingly this was done, but the
Capuchin not bemg a {ufficient Ma-
a3 {ter




Suds
fter of the Eng/i/h Tongue to do Juf-
tice to the Author, the Book was pub-
lithed with fo many Errors and Mif-
takes, that the Writer himfelf, had he
been alive, could not have known it
for his own.

It’s firft Step into the World (thus
deformed) was no longer after the
Author’s Death than the Middle of
June following, and notwithftanding
all its Blemifhes, it met with fo good
a Reception in France, that it is now
{fome Months fince it went through
the fixth Edition.at Pazis...omo =

Soon after the firft Publication, our
Authér was {o well relithed in Ma-
drid, that a Spanifh Tranflation was
publifhed there by Doxn Fuan Compo-
Seella il Tarragona, dedicated to the
Archbithop of Saragoffa, but this
Verfion was not lefs faulty than thatof
the Fryar.

An
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An Italian has done the Author
more Juftice, for which Reafon it was
thought he had by fome means or
other, procured an Englifh Copy :
This was publifhed at Rome, in March
1739, and altho’ the Tranflator is not
certainly known, it is fuopofed to be
the Work of an eminent Cardinal,
whofe Name I am not at Liberty to
mention.

Nor was it long after, that a neat
Edition. was publifhed at Dantzick,
in the Polifb nguaé by one Ven-
skousky Wi ifniawisky, and another
much about the fame time in Danifh,
printed - at Copenbagen, by Gaofpar
Gluckflat ; not to mention the Duzch
and Germian Editions, which would
be too tedious to enumerate in this

Place.

1t may perhaps be all owed that
there is not a great deal to be (aid in

COIH*
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Commendation of our Author’s Dic-
tion ; but then it may be anfwered,
that a Work of fo grave and ferious a
Nature, could not well admit of thofe
Flowers and Ornaments, which em-
bellith Subjects of Wit and Humour.
However, it is more than probable; he
would havecorre@ed the Style, as the
laft Hand to the Work, before he put
it to the Prefs, had not Death Pre«
vented him. :

Notwithftanding any accidental Dif-
advantages that have attended this
Work, it has, like..the.Palm,-flou-
nfhed in Spite of all Oppreflion:
And it is evident, that the furprlﬁng—
ly good Receptlon it has met with, in
fo many different and fo far dlftant
Countries, could not have happened,
but from the Truth and Novelty of
the Subje&. It would therefore be
very d[t{_ﬁCLut to account for any thing
fo extraordinary, as that fo valuable a

Piece fhould never have fpoke its own
! 10
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Language (if I may be allowed the
Expreflion) till this Time ; efpecially
when we confider how many of our
Countrymen have been travelling a-
broad in the time of which we are
{peaking; how much Diligence is dai-
ly ‘made ufe of to procure any thing
that is zew, in all Parts of Europe;
and laftly, that we have {o many Tran-
flators (of the Fremch in particular)
that hardly any thing, new or old,
can efcape their Labour. Iam unwil-
ling to attribute this long Neglet in
England.of {o valuable an Author, to
any greater Depravity in our Tafte, or
lefs Relith for ufeful Learning than
our Neighbours; tho I am much
afraid, our Fondnefs for Fairy-Tales,
fabulous Stories, monftrous Filtions
and Romances, has of late Years too
much increafed, and makes us take
the lefs Delight in ftudying fuch grave
and ferious Books, as this now before
us. '

I fhall




r viii _]

i fhall detain the Reader fio long-
er, but only to affure him that I have
taken all poffible Care to make this
Edition corre&, having luckily had an
Opportunity of feeing the original
Manufcript with which this was care-
fully collated. |

Upon the whole, i think, I may
reafonably hope to fee this valuable
Work at laft kindly received in Eng-
land, and go thro’ as many Editions
nere, as it has done in France, and is
likely to do in_almoft.all the.Cous-

tries in Eurape,




PREFACE

BY THE

XU THOR

\dvoured by indulgent Providence
with twenty Years Experience,
and frequent Opportunities of acquaint-
ing myfelf with the Situation and Cir-
cumftances of MERRYLAND, I bave
atlength finifbed my Inquiries inzo The
Prefent State of zhar Country, and
difpofed the Materials I have collec-
ted, in fuch a Manner as, I prefume,
will give every one, who defires to be
informed, a tolerable Idea of the Coun-
try Ihave defcribed.

It muf} be confeled however, “there
Sl remains fome Part of this delight-
ful Country undifcovered, and that
there are many Laws, Cufloms, and
Curiofities, of which we have bitherto
a very imperfect Knowledge.  Of thefe
I have chofen to Jay hitle or nothing,

b rather
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rather than amufe Mankind with the
uncertain Guefles and fabulous Rela-
tions of ‘idle Travellers, who obferving
the Weaknefs of the Genmerality of

Readers, and their Guft for every
Thing that carries an Air of Novelty
and Wouder, entertain them princi-
pally with Whunfies of their own
Brains. &%

Since the World is nolonger to be
amufed with the fabulous Relations of
Travellers and Hifforians, any more
than with the Dreams of Superflizion
and Enthufiafm ; an Attempt to di-
PRinguifb Truth- from Fiétion, and ro
difcover the Certainty of thefe Ae-
counts we have received of MERRY=
LAND, 47 75 prefumed, will not be wun-
acceptable to this difcerning Age. Re-
lations monfirous and unnatural may
pleafe the Weak and Indolent, buz
Truth and Nature only can fatisfy the
Wife : Ny Defign therefore is to exa-

mine what others have publifbed of

7
£nis
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this wonderful and delicions Country,
to compare them one with another, and

with my own Obfervations, in order
to fift out the Truth. And baving
Jearched narrowly into the State of this
Country my/v[f, and been converfant
with many People, whofe Intlinations
led them to make Inguiries, and whofe
goaa’ Luck gave them freguent Oppa; -
tunities of Jatisfying their Curiofi-
ties s I [y, baving miuade it my Buﬁ—
saefs 2o inform my fe’”f from all the ine
telligent Travellers I have mer with,
and added their Remarks to my own,
d hope T /L/z// not be deewed altog ﬁfber
szz/”/xf ved for fuch an Undertaking.

I need ot fay how ufefil and necef-
Jary a Work of this Nature will be
to the World. 1 fball only obferve,
shat no-body has ever attempted it be-
Jore in this Method ; and it is fome-
what [urprifing, that all the nodersn
Geagmpxﬁm Jueh as Cluverius, Or-
telius, Cellarius, &c. fhowld be en-

Eﬁ . girely
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tirely filent about [o remarkable @
Country, which was difcovered many
Ages ago, and was well known to the
Ancients; as appears by Berofus a
Chaldean, who wrote the Hiftory of
Babylon iz the Time of Antiochus So-
ter; and Herodotus, the moft an-
cient Writer among the Greeks
(whofe Works bave reached us) [peaks
of this Gountry, as a Place well known
in thofe Days. It is as certain too, that
the old Academics, Peripatetics, and
Stoics, were tolerably well acquainied
with this Country, as appears by fome
of their own Works, as well as by the
Teftimony of other Authors; and the
grear Metrodorus, who was a Scholar
of Epicurus, was frequently there.
Our Englith Ge?grap/iers take no No-
tice of ity Mr. Moll in bis Atlas has
entirely omitted it, and the learned
Mr. Gordon makes no mention of it,
neither ‘has Mr. Salmon faid a Word
of it inhis Modern Hiftory, or Pre-
{ent State of all Nations; nor bave

M7
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My. Cufthee, or Mr.Senex, given i
& Place in their Globes. '~

I cannot imagine thefe Gentlemen
Jo ignorani as to be emtirely unac-
quainted, that there is fuch a Coun-
try ;3 but as it is not my Bufinefs to ac-
count for their Omiffions, I fball [ay no
more of them, but thar their Silence
has rendered this Work of mine the
more neceffary. How well I bave ex-
ecuted it, or how far it is fRill defici-
ent, muf} be fubmitted to the candid
and impartial Reader. I fball not be
at all [urprifed, if Jome cenforious
People blame me for my bold Attemps,
and others find fault with the Perfor-
mance ; this is what I expeét, and am
ﬁrep__are_a’ for 5] that Diftich of Mim-

nermus,

Oblectes Animum ; plebs eft morofa legendo,
Hle bene de te dicet, at ille male,

B
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I fpall conclude this Preface with
wifbing the Reader may find all the
Pleafure and Satisfaltion be can de-
fire in perufing this fhort Work. 1 f it
affords him no Improvement, I may
venture to promife it will atleaff give
bime - fome Entertainment. Buz left
any thing I might fay here, fhould be
Sufpected of Partiality, I fball decline
adding any thing more of myfelf, but
lay before my Reader the following
Opinion of that truly learned and
Righr Reverend Prelate the Bifbop of
London; whe fays, ...

~ % Of all the Studies to which Men
“ are drawn, either by Inclination or
« Interef}, perbaps no one can pre-
 tend to fuch an agrecable Pleafure,
« gs the DEscripTiON oF CoUN-
“ cr1es. By a VPariety of Pro-
« fpelts, they feed us conflantly with
“ frefh Satisfations ; and the Objecls
“ shey prefent are fo chained togefé;r,
“ that
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« shat a curious Reader has much
% ado to break off. This is the Ad-
“ wantage of that Subjeél in gene-
“ yql”  But when we come to Af-
uirs that Nearly concern us, the Re-
lifl is fill heightened inProportion

to every One’s Love for the Country
treated. of.

1T HE
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A
NEW DESCRIPTION
O

MERRTLAN D.

cCHAP I
OFf the Name of MERRYLAND,
wnd whence it 15 {o called.

e g:i Y HE Names of moft Countries have
@g been much altered from thofe they
S were om*c'ly known by; and even

at this Da y, difierent Nations, nay, People

of the fame Country, give different Names
to the { cune Hare. MN\RYLAND like other

(o*m‘r.ca, has been known !“ka oreat Va-

riety of Na imes; and pu“ups now has as vas

rious Anpcm 1ons as any Part of the Creati-
on: It 1s not my Purpofe to trouble the

Reader with a long Recital of them, nox to

difpute which is the moft proper ; let it fuf-

fice in thefe Pages to cal it inFRﬂYL AND, o

named (as the Iaameu Antzquamns mfoxm us)

from the Greek Word wveil«, i.e. Unguentis
z/"”HE”O, adudmﬁ to the un& 1ous Nature of
the ‘mﬂ or perhaps to tle Practice of fome

Peoplein that Country, of whom the Hifto-

vians fay, In Leatitid Unguentis utebantur,

B erant=
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Er-antque R EAO YOS, 1. €. Unguentis & Oleo
/ﬂl/bzm, from the tran porting Delight that
it gives. By the French it is called Terre-
Goillarde, from the Greck ayamide, Letitid
exulfo, or ilom v iw, Leetor. Eitherof thefe
Derivacions feem to me very plaufible, and
have very {Mm{u‘anr R@fuulf‘c to the won-

derful Delight People enjoy in MERRYLAND,
as will be more full y zc.au,d in the fuc Cf’CdlM’
Chapters; However, far be it from me to
prciumc ablolutely to fix this Derivation as
infallible ; it being a Matter of g :Dxeat Confe-
quence to the learned world, I {hall with all
Hun ity I fubmit it to the more judicious De-

termination of the learned and ufetul Socigry
of ANTIQUARIANS - In the mean-while Tam
pretry muc f‘s co nfirmed in the Juftnefs of this
E v by the High-German and Dutch
f MerrYLAND, the firlt calling it
fm’m’v» not, &nd the other girotick-lanut, both
which agree in the fame Signification, and in
mvhumbm Opinion clear up the Matcer al-

moft beyond Difpute.

HAP



CHAEP IL
Of the Situation of MERRYLAND.

ERRYL AN D isa Partof that vaft
Continent called by the Dufch Geogra-
phers, the Wroiflanotlcap s it 1s fituate ina
lw Part of the Continent, bounded on the
upper Side, or to the Northward, by thelit-
tle Mountain called Mnsvrs, oi the Ealt
and Weft by Coxasin and CoxADEXT, and
on the South or lower Part it lies open to the
TERRA-FIRM
There is fomething very remarkable and
furprifing as to the Longitude and Latitude of
this Country, neither ot which could everyet
be fixed toany certain Degree ; and it is pret-
ty evident, however {trange itmay {ecm, that
there are as great Variations both of the Lati-
tude and Longitude in MERRYLAND, as of
the Mariner’s Compafs in other Parts of the
World : T'o confirm this, I beg leave to af-
fure the Reader of a Matter of Fa&t, which,
if he be an entire Stranger to MERRYLAND,
he will perhaps fecarce have Faith to believe;
but they who have any tolerable Experience
and Knowledge of the Country, will be fo
far from difcrediting, thatI do not doubt but
they will be ready to confirm it by their own
Obfervation.* B Know

* But now attend ; Tll teach thee fometbing netv,
*Tis frange, but yet 'tis Reafon, and tarre
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Know then, courteous Reader, foon after
my firft Entrance into this wonderful and de-
lightful Country (having as prying a Curiofity
as moft Men) I endeavoured to get the
beft Infight that was poffible in every Thing
relating to the State of MERRYLAND, ob-
ferving with diligent Attention every thing
the Country afforded that was remarkable
either in A47¢ or Nature, all which T intend
o communicate to the Publick in the follow-
ing Sheets. Among other things I made ve-
ry accurate Obfervations both of the Lafi-
fude and Longitude, and may venture to fay,
there could be no confiderable Miftake in my
Obfervations, as they were made with a pro-
per Infirument, of a large Radsus, and in per-
fe€t good Order; nay, I have been aflured,
when I was in MerryYL AND, that my Inflru-
ment was inferior to none : But fome Years
after, happening to be thereagain, and repeat-
ing the Experiment, I found both Latitude and
Longitudeincreafed many Degrees, tho’ I tried
i1 the fame Spot, and with the fame Inftru-
ment as before. It may, perhaps, be fufpeted,
that my Infirument might have fuffered fince
the firft Experiment was made, (as it is well

Py

v’n what we now with greateft Eafe receive,

Seem’d ftiange at firft, and we could fcarce believe :

nd what We wonder at, as Years increafe,

Will feem more plain, and all our Wonders ceafe.

: CreecH’s Lucret, B, I1.

»

A :r)
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known the beft areliable to Damage by Time
and irequent Ufe) but that was not the Cale;
for tho’ mine had, I muft confefs, been often
ufed, yet it was with fuch prudent Care and
Caution, that it was in as great Perfettion
as ever; and even atthis Day I could venture
to recommend it as a tolerable good one, tho’
I have had it above thefe 30 Years, and ufed
it pretty freely;, and with great Satisfattion
to myfelf and others.

‘That the Latitude andLongitude then were
evidently and confiderably increafed, isMatter
of Fatt beyond Difpute; but how to account
for fo wonderful a Pheenomenon I mult leave
to others, and fhould think it well worthy the
Confideration of that curious and learned Ba-
dy, the Royal Sociery:

Felix, qui potuit rerum cognofeere Coulfs.
VIRGIL

'That they may have all the Hints and In-
formation towards it, which my Experience
can afford, I muft acquaint them, that this
furprifing Increafe of Latitude and I.onci-
tude in MerryvLanD, feldom fails to hap-
pen, after having a frustful Seafin in that
Country (as had been the Cafe when my
Experiment was laft made) fo much does
it increafe, that after a few Years one would
carce believe he was in the fame Part of the
World ; nor is its Fruitfulnefs the only Canfe

of
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of this Variations frequent tilling the Soil,
tho> it fhould prove utterly barren, or no
Seed be fown in 1t, is obferved in fome mea-
fure to produce the fame BEffect.

Fhis extraordinary Alteration of the Lati-
tude is not at alk agrecable, bur the greater
Degree it extends to, the lefs dd}ghtﬂzl is the
€ ”vw to its Inhabitants : on which Con-
ration fome Projettors have been induced
ry feveral Methods (and as they plctm 1d
xmt 1 Succefs) for reducing the Latitude,when
too much augmented, and by that means re-
ftore MERRYLAND, atleaftin Appearance, to
irs primitive State ; but they mult be igno-
rant Peupie mdeed who can be impofed on
by fuch Practices ; yet fuch it feems there
have been, but they are juftly laughed a ti‘br
thetr eC“_qu‘A;}; an d by no-bedy more, than
by the very Perfons who fo ealil ly deceived
ehen.

Ineed fay no more of the Situation of this
Country, but after the Example of that excel-
lent Geographer Mr. Patrick Gordon (who in
his & z’oam’mm! Grammar tells us what Place
is the « 3/zz‘zjmz’¢ oppof te Part of the Globe
tor the feveral Lommes he treats of) Ifhall

tude this L,I‘aa;\te;* by informing the curi-

ous Reader, that the Antipodes to MERRY-

1 axp is by fome faid to be that prominent
Part of the Continent called Pox, known in
High Durch by the Nameof dey 4rs3- back;
others affiva the dutipodes to be in the very

uttermoft
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uttermoft Point of the Promontory Cpr; but

as itis not my Intention to concern myfeli
in thefe Difputes, but ftick as clofe as may
be to my Subje&, I fhall leave the Affair ot
the Antipodes to thofe who have a Tafle that
Way; only fhall obferve, thereare fonie Peo-
ple who very prepofteroully {as I think) give
the Preference to the Pox : the ltalian Geo-
graphers are pretty much inclined that Way ;
fome of the Dutch have likewife come into
t, and of late Years a few in Grear-Britain
1ave appeared not altogether averle to it.

P 2

CHA P AL
Of the Ar, Som, Rivirs, Canars &Fc.

" "HE Air in MERRYLARD is very dif

terent, beingin fome Proviancesperfect-
ly pure and healthy, in others extreamly
erols and peftilential ; for the moft part it may
be faid to be like the Awr in Holland, -« generaliy
“. thick ﬁn{i’ moz];f? Z’) reafon of the freque 2
<« Fogs which arife from its Lakes and Canals,”
yet it 1s moftly very pleafant and agreeabie
to the Inhabitants, tho® it cannot always be
faid to be wholefome. In rthe moft health-
ful Provinces 1t agrees well with young and
vigorous Conftitutions; but for old Men, or
thofe who are confumptive, this Country is
at beft efteemed very pernicious, efpecially if

3y E

they enjoy it foo much, which many are
tempred

b
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tempted to, by the bewitching Pleafantnefs of

the Place, of which we may fay with Solomor,
« How fair and how pleajant art Thou, O
< Love, for Delights I

The Climate is generally warm, and fome-
tgimes fo very hot, that Strangers inconfiderate-
ly coming 1nto it, have fuflered exceedingly ;
many have loft their Lives by it, {fome break
out mnto Sores and Ulcers diflicult to be cured ;
and others, if they efcape with their Lives,
have lofta Member. It is certain there ¢an
be no Diftempermore to be dreaded than this,
occafioned by the Heat of the Climate in
MerryrAND; the Curious may fee it par-
ticularly defcribed, with all its hideous Symp-
toms, by our Countryman Bartholomew Glan-
wille (who flourifthed about the Year 1360) in
his Book De Proprietatibus Rerum, tranflated
by Febn Trevifa, Vicar of Barkeley, in 1 308.
But notwith{tanding chis Inconvenience is {o
well known, fo bewitchingly tempting is the
Country, that People will too frequently rufh
into it without Caution, or Confideration of
their Danger; even thofe who know the il
Confequence, fromdear-boughtExperience, are
notalways deterred from precipitantly repeats
mg the fame Folly; nay, {o remarkable is this
Rafhnefs in the Inhabitants of MERRY L AND,
that it is becortie a common Proverb to fay
they have no Forecafl. But this dangerous Heat
of the Chimate, with all its dreadful Conco-
mitants, is not fo very terrible, butitmay be
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guarded againft by taking proper Precautions;
and People might venture into it without much
Hazard, even atthe worft Seafons, and in the
moft dnhealthy Provinces ; they need no more
to avoid the Danger, but be careful always to
wear proper Cloarbing, of which they have a
Sort that is very comrodious, and peculiarly
adapted to this Country ; it is madeof an ex~
traordinary fine thin Subftance, and contrived
fo as to'be all of one Piece; and without &
Seam, only about the Bottom it is generally
bound round with a fcarlet Ribbon for Orna<
ment. This Charhing has been found {o ufeful,
that a modern Bard thought fit to write a Poemt
in its Commlendation, and has moft elegantly
celebrated its Praifes in Blank Verfe. ,

Sometimes the Climate is as much on the
other"Extreme, ‘cold, to a great Degree’; but
this rarely happens, nor has it any bad EffeC:
on the Inhabitants, otherwife than by being
difagrecable and uncomfortable to live in.

In general the Country is warm enoughy
and fo exceedingly delightful, that every Man
at firfk coming into it is tranfported: with
Pleafure; the very Sight of MerryYLAND,
or any near Approach to it, putsone in ftrange
Raptures, and evenindreaming of it, People
have enjoyed a moft pleafing kind of Deli-
rium : In fhort, it is the lovelieft and fweetelt
Region of the World, and is thus painted by
the Poet.

C L HaIS
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3 = < - " X o 4,
Quas neg;, concutiunt Venti, neq; Nubile Nimbis
Afpergunt, neq; Nix acri concreta Pruind
Cana cadens violat, femperqs innubilus Aither

Contigit & late diffufo Lumine ridet*

However, T muft own, the Poet feems to
have been a little too bold and hyperbolical
in this Defcription ; and fond as T am of the
Country, I am not {o partial as to think this
poetic Elight ftriftly juftifiable, notwithftand-
ing all the learned Commentators have wrote
to reconcile it to Truth :

Crefcit in immenfum facunda Licentia Vatum.

The Country lying very low (as Mr. Gordon
fays of Holland) its Soil is naturally very wef
and jenny, the Parts that are beft inhabited are
generally the moifteft ; and Naturalifts tell us,
this Moifture contributes much to its Fruitfuls
nefs; whereitis dry, it feldom proves fruitful,
nor agreeable to the Tiller: The Parts which
have never been broke up, nor had Spade or

#* Which, Winds not ruffle; nor the humid T'rain
Of gathering Clouds €’er deluge o’er with Rain ;
Nor fleecy Snow, nor Frofts deform the Soil,

Or fruftrate, or fufpend the Lab’rour’s Toil ;
Perpetoal Spring fmiles on the fertile Ground,

And genial Suns diffufe their Influence round.

+ Poete claim T icence that will know no Bounds.

Plough
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Plough in them, are moft efteemed ; and fo
fond are People of having the firft Tilling of a
frefh Spot, that I have known fome Hundreds
of Pounds given to obtain that Pleafure.

MEerryLAaND is well water’d by a River,
which takes irs Rife from a large Refervoiror
Lake in the Neighbourhood called Vsca, and
difcharges itfelf with a moft impetuous Cur-
rent and fearful Catara& towards the Terra-
Firma near the Entry of the Great Gulpli;
of this River I fhall treat more pzu'ticularly
in another Chapter.

There is a fpacious CANAL runs through
the midft of this Country, from one End al-
moft to the other ; it is fo deep that Authors
affirm it hasno Bottom. I have often founded
itin many Parts, and tho’ I don’t doubt but it
has a Bottom, I muft own I never could reach
it; perhaps, had my Sounding-line been a
Jfew Fathoms longer, it might have reached
the Bottom.

We are told of Solomon’s Wells or Cifterns
at a Place the Turks call Rofelayne, which,
like this Canal, are reputed to be unfathoma-
ble ; and the current Tradition is, that they are
filled from a fubterraneous River, which that
wife King, by his great Sagacity, knew to run
under-ground in that Place. Vide De Bruyn.
Voyag. au Levant.  Whether this might not
as properly be called Solomon’s Canal, 1 leave
to the Reader’s Judgment ; it is certain, that
wife King was no Stranger to this Country,

= Cz but
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but fpent a great deal in Improvements he
made in feveral Provinces of it.

All the fuperfluous Moifture of the Coun-
try is drained oft through this Canal, and it
is likewife the Conveyance of all Provifions to
the upper Part of MERRYLAND; all the Seed
fowed in that Country is conveyed this Way
to the Great Storehoufe at the upper End of it;
and in fhort, there is no Commodity 1mport-
ed into I‘VIERRYLAND, but by this Road ; fo
that you may eafily conceive it to bea Place
of great Traffick.  We may fay of this Ca-
nal, as the learned Do&tor C/w; ne {;:Vb of the
alimentary ‘Tl’ée « that itis, as. it were, a
“ Common-Sewer, which may. be fouled or
¢ cleaned in varicus Manners, and with great
“ Facility ; it is wide, open, and %’zjo;mé{y
“ flrong.

The Co .i'ry is generally fertile enough,
where duly manured and fome Pats are fo

cccdmg‘tmxtful as to beartwoor three Crops
at a time; a Dutch Traveller tells' us, there
was: orice known to be as many Crops as

Days.id the Year; but this T look upon as
apocryphal.  Other Provinces ‘are {o uttexly
bmcn, that tho’ a Man ﬁ]omd leave no Stone
unturned. but ‘labour” and" toil for ever, no
Seed wﬂ take Root in the m; yet fo whimfi-
cal are many of the Inhabitants, that they
would -LU*’L one of thelebarren Spots, rather
than'the more fertile onés; and indeed there
is fome Reafon for i, People having found
et SR 2 \/
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by Experience feveral great Inconveniencies

¥

by too fruicful & Crop.” Tis a lamentable
"Thing for a Man to have a large Crop, when
his Circumftances can’t afford Houfes to keep
itin, or Thatch tocover it;. to ler it perifh
would be infamous, and what can a poor Man
do? Ear he can’t difpofe of it immediately, it
muft be kept feveral Years at great Expence
to him, before it is fit for the Market; or ca-
pable of making the leaft Return for his La-
bour and Expence. - Thefe are melancholy
Circumitances for the poor Farmers ;

Queeque ipfe miferrima vidt;

Et Quorum pars magna fus, *

"This Peculiarity has put fome People onia-
venting Means to prevent the Seed taking Root,
orto-deftroy it-before it comes to Maturity ;
but fuch Practices are only ufed by Stealth,
and not-openly approved of 5 it -is-looked on
gs a bad Praclice, and we are told it was for-
merly punifhed with Death.

It founds odd, but it is no lefs true than
ftrange, that many have been ruined and
forced to run away, by the Greatnefs of their
Crop; and on the other hand, many are ina
manner miferable-and never fatished, becaule
their Spots provebarren. — Strange Gontra-
di€tion in People’sTempers! that what would

#* i Wihich I, alas | havefeen,
And deeply felt;

be
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be one Man’s Delight, fhould be another
Man’s Torment !

We aretold by Kercher of a Mountain at
Chekian, whofe Soil is ot thar Quality, that it
tames Tygers, &c. ThisMountain, I prefurme,
muft be of the fame Kind of Sotl as Merrv-
raNp, which in fome Degree has the Power
of taming the wildeft Creatures ; nay, it will
firft make them in a manner med, and fame
them afterwards.

I fhall conclude this Chapter on the Soil of
MzeRrRYLAND, by faying, “ her Vallies are
« like Eden, her Hills like Lebanon, her
¢ Springs as Pifgab, and her Rivers as For-
“ dan; that fhe is a Paradife of Pleaiure,
¢ and Garden of Delight.

CHAP. IV,

Of the vaft Extens of MERRYLAND,
its Divifions and principal Places
of NVote.

¥ "HE drabian Geographical Lexicogra-
BL pher cited by dchultens in his Geogra-
phical Commentary at the End of hisEdition
of Soltan Salak’addin’s Life, very juftly ob-
ferves, that the exa&t Limits of this vaft
Country are entirely unknown, the greateft
Traveller having never been able to difcover
its uvemolt Bounds; and whoever atter}lptls

uch

P
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fuch a Difcovery, may properly enough be
faid to grope in the dark.

Befides thofe Parts which are well known,
and have been defcribed by Travellers, there
are others of which we know but little, tho’
fome Authors have pretended to be very ex-
a& and particular in their Defcriptions of
them, for which they have no better Authori-
ty than their own Fancy and Invention ; and
there are other Parts of this Country ftill un-
known to us. It would fwell this Work too
much, and be of little Ufe to the Reader, to
take notice of every Particular; I fhall there-
fore content myfclf with mentioning fuch
Parts as are of moft Note, which are thefe :

1/, At the Bnd of the great Canal toward
the Terra Firma, are two Forts called LBa,
between which every one muft neceflarily
pafs, that goes up the Country, there being
no other Road. The Fortifications are not
very ftrong, tho’ they have Curtains, Horn-
aworks, and Ramparts ; they haveindeed{ome-
times defended the Pafs a pretty while, but
were feldom or never known to hold out long
againft a clofe and vigorous Attack.

2d, Near thefeForts is the Metropolis, call-
ed CrTrs; it is a pleafant Place, much de-
lighted in by the Queensof MERrR¥LAND,and
is their chiefPalace, ot rather Pleafure Seat ;
it was at firft but {fmall, but the Pleafure fome
of the Queens have found in it, has occafion’d
their extending its Bounds confiderably.

3d, A




3d, A little fatther upthe Country are twd
other Fortr Lﬂl\’, called Nmpa; ~feated near
the Barks of the great River.. Thefé have
fometimes made a ftout Relfiftance, againft
ftrong Artacks and skilful Engineers, and have
endured a great deal of Hardfhip in the AL
fault, {othat Inftances might be given of the
moft vigorous Affailants being repulfed with
great Lofs and Confufion, On the other hand;
they have often been known to give way upon
the ficlt flight Attack, and admic the Aflail-
ants without any Oppofition.

4tb, At the upper End of the great Canal;
mentioned in the tormer Chapter, is the gr cat
Treafury or “Store-houfe called Utrs, of
which Plautus gives this Defcription,

ez Jtem effe reor
Mare ut eft ; gaod das devoraty nunquan
 abundat, e -
Hes gzmm‘um Byl *

This Store-boufe is of a ‘very particular
Struéture; in ‘Shape it fomewhat refembles
one of our common Pint-Bottles, with the
Neck downwards. = It is fo admirably well

—=- Semblance meét k
OFf the wide Ocean, which ingulfs whate’et
Within its Circuits falls 3 in its Abyfs
Abforbing Great, or Little; as it ¢hances:
Gorge it to the Brim, ftrait it All devours!
And eraves: for more.

contrivear
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contrived, that its Dimenfions are always
adapted to its Contents ; for as the Store con-
fain’d in it increafes, {o the Bounds are exs
tended in Proportion; and when it is quite
empty, or but little in it, it contralls or di-
minifhes proportionably, and that without
any Art or Affiftance.

c¢h, Another Part of this Country, often
mentioned by Authors, is Hmn, about which
there have been great Controverfies and Dif-
putes among the Learned, fome denying there
ever was fuch a Place, others pofitively affirm-
ing to have feenit: For my part, after the
niceft Inquiry I could make, I never could
difcover any thing fatisfaCtory aboutit; and
moft Travellers now agree, that if it ever
did exift, it is utterly defaced by Time or
Accident, {o that in thefe latter Ages, no Foot-
ftep of it is to be found; agreeable tothat
Saying of the Poet,

Etiam ipfee periere RuineX

6th, Here T muft not omit to mention a
famous pleafant Mount called Mnsvnrs,
which overlooks the whole Country; and,
laftly, round the Bordersof MERRYLAND is
a {pacious Foreft, which (as Mr. Chamberlayne
fays of the Forefts in England) < feems fo
<« have been preferved for the Pleafure of Va-
w riety, and Diverfion of Hunting.”

* e —No Mark of fuch a Thing now feen,

D Thefe
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Thefe are the-principal Places obferved by
Travellers; and to give a more compleat
Geographical Defcription of this Country, I
Antended to have added a Map of it, but re-
collecting it would confiderably enhance the
Price of the Book, I chofe rather to refer the cu-
rious Reader to a Mapof MEerRryLAND,curi-
oufly engraven on Copper plate,and publifhed
fome Years ago by the Learned Mr. Moricean,
who was a great Traveller in that Country,
and furveyed it with tolerable Exaftnefs.
“There the Reader may fee all the noted Places
and Divifions laid down exa&lly as they are
fituated ; and here I muft in Juftice to the
Learned Sir R. M. acknowledge, that his late
contrived Model or Machine is a very ingeni-
ous Invention, which gives a better Idea of
MER R YL AND than can poffibly bedoneby the
beft Maps, or any written Delcription.

CHAP.V

Of the Ancient and Modern Inbabi-
tants, their Manners, Cufloms, &e.

ERRYLAND is well known to
havebeen inhabited foonafter the Fall,

and Aaam was the firft Adventurer who plant-
ed a Colony in this fruitful and delicious Coun-
try. After himthe Patriarchs were induftri-
ous Tillers of the Soil. Devid and Solomon
were
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were often there, and many modern Kingsand
Princes have honour’d this Country with their
Royal Prefence and Proteion. ' King Charles
1L in particular was in clofe Alliance with it,
and it flourifhed exceedingly in his Days. Nor
hasitbeen flighted by his RoyalSucceflors,fome
of whom have taken great Delight in it, and
their Councils have fometimes beeninfluenced
by the Situation of Affairs in MZRRYLAND.
We have had Miniflers, who preferred itsWel-
fare to that of their ownCountry, and Bifhops
who would not be difpleafed to have a {mall
Bifboprick in MerrYLAND. At prefent, the
Inhabitants of this Country are very numerous,
and compofed of People of all Degrees, all Re~
ligions, and of all Nations.

As to the Manners of the Inhabitants, tho’
they are fometimes very low and defpicable,
being foon difpirited and dejected by violent
Exercife; yet, whenin good Spirit, they are
very ftrong and vigorous, and when bent
upon their Pleafure, are very bold and daring.
They are much addited to Pleafure and Di-
verfion in private, notwithftanding they affect
great Gravity and Reftraint in public.

They are vaftly #ickii/b, and fo fond of it,
that when they can get no-body to pleafe them
that way, they will fickle themfelves. 'They
are naturally given to love Freedom and Li-
berty, prone to Change and Variety, much
given to Diffembling and Flattery, and greatly
addiGed to Venery ; they have little Efteem of

D 2 Frugality
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Frugality or Oeconomy, but fpend all they
can, and glory who /pends mofi.  'Fhey pride
themfelves much in their ftiff and ftately Car-
tiage, and cannot have a greater Compliment
gaid them, than by comparing them to the Be-
emoth, of whom jt is faid in Yob, that Ais
Strength is in bis Loins, and be moveth bis Tail
like a Cedar.

Homer gives a beautifal Defeription of their
Boldnefs and Bravery in an Engagement, and
with what Intrepidity they make an Attack;
which Mr. Pope has tranflated thus

He foams, he glares, be bounds againft them all ;
And if ke falls, his Courage makes bim fall.

One remarkable Cuftom of the Natives is,
that the Moment they come into the World,
they leave the particufz;rSpotthey were bornin,
and never after return to it, but wander about
till they are 14 or 15 Yearsold, at which
Agetheygenerally look out for fome otherSpot
of MERRYLAND, and take Pofleffion of it the
firft Opportunity ; but to enter again in that
Part they were born in, is looked on as an in-
famous Crime, and feverely punifhable by
Law ; yet fome have been hardy enough to
do it.

- Thereare fome whimfical Ceremonies com-
monly obfervedby People when they take Pof-
feffion of any Part of this Country, fuch as
proftrating themfelves on their Faces,andmut-

tering
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tering many Ejaculations in praife of the Spot
they have chofen;; then laying theirHand onit
by way of taking Seifin;; then he fticks his
Plough in it, and falls to labouring the Soil
with all his Might, theLabourerbeing general-
ly on his Knees: Some indeed work ftanding ;
but the other way is the moft common.

Another thing very remarkable is, the Cu-
fiom obferved commonly at all Merry-mak-
ings among the Men when overa Bottle; in-
ftead of toafting their Miftrefles, they begin
with drinking a Health to MERRYLAND ;
and it is a known Rule, that this muft be al-
ways drank in a Bumper. 1f any one refufes,
he is looked on as a fneaking Pellow. To
keep them in mind of this Duty, T have feen
the following Verfes infcribed on their Cups
and Glafles under the Word MERRYLAND:

N .

Hic quicungue legis nomen Amabile

Pleno leetoque Cyatho falutem libes,

Sic tibi res amatorie profpere cedant,

Tua fic coronet vota Cupido.®

* Whoever takes this Glafs in Hand,
And reads thereon dear MERRYLAND,
Fill it fparkling to the Fop,

Toaft the Health, and tope it up ;

So may all thy Vows be heard,

When at VEnus® Shrine preferr’d

So may thy Fair One gentle prove,
And CuP1p ever crown thy Love.
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As tothe Genius of the Inhabitants it may

be obferved, the Liberal Arts are here in the

reatelt repute; here Experimental Philofophy
%as been improved to a wonder; Phyfc and
Surgery haye fourifhed exceedingly ; ‘and no
Country is better ftock’d with Divines. And
for Merchandizing, the great Wealth arifing
from Trade in fome Provincesis a plain Proof
and Demonftration that Trafick is carried on
in MERRYLAND with great Succefs.

Here I muft not omit taking notice, that
this Country has produced and infpired great
Numbers of excellent Poess, and in rerurn,
they have in many of their Works expreffed
their great Regard for the Country, and cele-
brated its Praifes with the utmoft Grartitude
and Affection. One of them fays,

Hic etatis noftre primordia novit,
Annos falices, letitiegue dies ;

Hic locus ingenuus pueriles imbuit annes
Artibus, & noftre laudis origo fuit.*

* Here my firft Breath with happy Stars was drawn -
Here my glad Years and all my Joys began :

In gradual Knowledge, here my Mind increaft ;

Here the firft Sparks of Glory fir'd my Breaft.

CHAP
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CHAP. VL

Of the Produét and Commodities, [uch
as Fifb, Fowls, Beafls, Plants, &e.

H O’ this Country is fo plentifully water-
ed, by fo fine a River and Canal, itis
but indifferently ftored with Fifb ; yet whena
Strangercomes to MERR YL AN D hewould ima-
gine by the Smell of the Air, that the Country
abounded with Ling or Red-Herrings;as weare
told the River Tyfja in Hungary {mells of Fifb;
{o ftrong is this Smell fometimes, thatit is very
offenfive ; but here are no. fuch Fifh to be feen.
Cod indeed are often found about the lowerend
of the great Canal, and Crabs in plenty on its
Banks. I never heard of any other Fifh in
- MEeRRYLAND, except Mufcles, Gudgeons in
abundance, fome Dabs, anda few Mazds
thefe laftare rarely metwith,and it is the Diffi-
culty of catching them, I fuppofe, makes them
much valued by Perfons of #ice Tafte. 1
have indeed heard of a Mackarel being tound
here by Mr. R. a Surgeon of Plymouth; but
this was purely accidental, it being only one
{ingle Mackarel, brought to MerrRYLAND by
a young Woman merely for the fake of zrying
an Experiment.  However, this Scarcity of
Fifhis the lefs to be lamented,asinthisCountry
a Fle/b Dietis moft delighted in, and with that
they generally are pretty well fupplied.
: For
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For Fowls, here are Cocks, Wagtails, Baz-
zards, Widgeons and Gulls, ‘befides Tomtits,
which being {mall infignificant Creatures are
©of no Efteem, and Capons, which are like-
wife held in great Difrepute.

Of Beafts, here are plenty of Affes, fome
Bears, Dromedaries ané?]ﬂu/e& and many {ly
old Foxes.  I'have heard likewife of Baboons,
Monkeys, and Spaniels; but as it is unnatural
to find them here, I believe it is likewife more
uncommon than is reported. 1 know it has
been ftrongly infifted on by feveral learned
Men(fome of them great Travellersin Mz k-
rRyLAND) that Rabbezs have been bred in that
Country, and they expefted great Profits
from a Warren they pretended to have lately
difcovered; but, after a great Noife made
about it, Allcame to nothing.

As for the Commodities of the mineral
and wegetable Kind, here are a few of each
which T fhall take notice of, as far as my
Obfervation and Memory ferve me.

Of the mineral Kind, the Blue or Roman
Vitriol (which is of great Ufe to eat away
proud Flefh) is often found on the Borders
of this Country ; and it is obferved the Pro-
vinces,” where this is found, are generally
unwholefome.

There have been Inftances of Gold and
Silver difcovered hére, nor is the Country
deftitute of precious Stones, here being a
Kind very much effcemed, tho” very com-

mon
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mon to be met with on the Surface; fo fond
are they of them, thata Man would be look’d
aon with Contempt in MERRYLAND, if he
had not at leaft two of them, which they
always- carry about them in a Purfe ; they
contribute very much to the Fruitfulnefs of
the Soil.

Of the vegetable Kind, here is Raein great
Plenty ; Carrots are no Strangers to this Soil,
but are much ufed; hare is fome True-love
and Sweet-Marjoram, and the Plant call’d
Maiden-bair;, but the laft is very fcarce.
Here is no Scarcity of feveral Kinds of Stz

ples, of which they make great Profit.

There is a Plant of the fubmarine Kind,
which delights much in this Soil; the End of
it refembles the red Coral, and partakes mueh:
of its Virtue; it is highly efteemed in MER-
ryLAXND, and is undoubtedly a great Sweet-
ener; it being frequently applied very fuc-
cefsfully to cure fharp and four Humours, This
Plant yields a whitifb vifiid Juice, which,
when taken inwardly, has a bad Effetton
{fome People, caufing a large Tumour in the
Umbilical Regions, which is not got rid of
again without great Pain. But there age
many on whom it never has that Effect, let
them take ever {o great a Quantity of it. It
is generally reckoned an excellent Cofmetic,
¢ giving a moft inexpreflible refplendent
¢« Brightnefs tothe whole Countenance, and
# caufes fparkling Life, Spirit, and juvenile

: E ¢ Bloom
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« Bloom to-reign in every Peature” It may
properly enough be called the Coral-plant, as
it refembles ‘it in feveral Particulars. Mg
Boyle affirms of the Nature and Generation
of Coral, that whilft it grows, it is often foft
and fucculent, and propagates its Species:
And Kircher was informed by the Divers,
that the Coral would fometimes let fall a {per-
matic Juice, which lightingon a proper Body
produced another Coral. 'The fame may be
faid of the Plant above mentioned.

Another fubmarine Plant is faid to be found
in MERRYLAND, of the Sponge-kind, the
Name of which I have forgot.  They ufe it
not only as a Gleanfér, but alfoasan Antidote
againft the bad Effetts of the Juice above
mentioned.

- “Here'are Flowers in great Plenty, but not
much to be commended, either tor Fragrancy
or Beauty.  T'hey are not variegated, nor 1s
there any great Diverfity of Colours; Red
and White are moft common. Some Natura-
liftshave imagined thefe Flowers to be of 4
poifonous Quality ; but that Notion is now
fufficiently exploded, and it is obferved, if
they happen not to {pring in their duc Sea-
fon, the Country generally proves unhealthy
and barren. : ” '

= As for Manuafaciures, Tneverheard of any
in- MERRYLAND worth mentioning, except
thofe for Pinsand Needles,  which are tmade
in' gredt ‘Plenty ' in fome of the moft trading
e o Provinces,

@
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Provinces, and are famous for- their exquifite
Sharpnefs. :

CHAP. VIL
Of the Rarities, Curiofities, &c.

~F YHE great R1VER mentioned in the 3d

Chapter is very remarkable ; the Wa-
ver is warm and brackifb, and does notrun in
o conftant Stream like other Rivers, but the
Cutrent ftops every Day for Hours together';
and without obferving any regular Period, it
41l on a fudden falls 2 running again withgreat
Rapidity. This River (likke the River Ness
in Scotland, and the Lake of DRONTHEIMiN
Norway) never freezes in the hardeft Frofts,
but always retains its natural Heat; and has
another remarkable Quality, like that of the
River Adonis near Byblus in Phenicia, which
at certain Seafons agppears bloody, aswe are
vold in Maundrel’s Journey from Aleppo to
Serufalem.

The Canar, before taken notice of in the
7d Chapter, deferves to be ranked among the
Curiofities of this Country, not only for its
aconderful Depth, which is faid to be unfa-
+homable; but for another extraordinary Qua-
lity, no lefs furprifing; for asit is reported of
{ome Lakes in Ghina, that the throwing any
thing into them caufes a Storm, fo on the

E 2 conrrary




(28}~

contrary many violent Storms have been ap-
peafed , if not entirely laid, by throwing into
this Canal a handfome Sprig of the Coral-plant
mentioned in the 6th Chapter. "This famous
€anal anfwers the Defcription given in the
Atlas, of a Lake near Lt BEssr in Brittany,
which is {o deep, it never could be founded ;
and in a hollow Place near it, a2 Noife is heard
like Thunder. :

Among the Rarities may likewife juftly be
reckoned that wonderful Mountain on’ the
Confines of MerrvLAND, which at fome
Seafons begins to extend its Dimenfions both
in Height and Bignefs, and increafes its Bulk
fo confiderably, thatir is eftcem’d one of the
moft admirable Works of Nature; after it
has continued fwelling thus gradually for fome
Months, it will fall again all at once, and be
reduced to its former Compafs. This Swelling
is generally the Fore-runner of a dear Year,
and therefore fome of the poorer Sort, who
are not bound to their Farms by Leafe, take
the Alarm at this ominous Swelling, and Ay
the Country, as foon as they perceive it.

‘There are two other pleafant little Moun-
tains called Bey, which tho’ at fome Diftance
from Merk vLAxND, have great Affinity with
that Country, and are properly reckoned as
an Appendage to it. Thefe little Mountains
are exaltly alike, and notfar froni each other,
having a pleafant Valley between them; on
the Top of each isa fine Pauntasn, that yiclds
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a very wholefome Liquor much efteémed, ef=
pecially by the younger fort of People. Thefe
Fountains are often quite dry ; but it is ob-
ferved, they feldomfail to run plentifully af-
ter the Swelling of the other Mountain be-
forementioned, and they have in fome De-
gree the fame Faculty of rifing and falling ;
fo that it is not without good Reafon, Phi-
lofophers have imagined thereis a fecret Com-
munication between thefe Places.

But of allthe Curiofities, nothing deferves
our Notice fo much as a fmall Animal, fome-
what of the ferpentine Kind, known by the
Name of PNTL; it is often found plunging
about in the great Canal, which 1s the Place
it moftly delights in; fo wonderful is this
Creature, that it well deferves a particular
Defcription in this Place, and tho” it be but
fmall, I may fay of it, as isfaidof the Levia-
than, “1 will not conceal his Parts, nor his
« Power, nor his comely Proportion; he
«« maketh the Deep to boil like a Pot 5 he is
¢ King over all the Children of Pride.” This
Animal has neither Legs or Feet, but, by
the vaft Strength of its Mufcles, has a Power
of ereéting itfelf, fo as to ftand almoft up-
right. That learned Phyficianand Philofopher

Dr. Cheyne feems to have had -this in his

View, when he faid, ¢ The animal Body is
< nothing but a Gompages or Contexture of
“ Pipes ; an bydraulick Machine, filled with
“ a Liquor of fuch a Nature as was tranf-

“ fufed
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¢ filfed into it by its Parésts, or is changed
«¢_into by the Nature of the Fosd it is nou:
¢ rifhed with, and 'is ever afrerwards good,
% bad, or indifferent, as thefe two Sources
“ have fent it forth.” - They are only of the
Male-kind, and yet propagate their Species
very plentifully. This may feem very ftrange,
ar tirft fight, tothofe who bave not thrown gf
the material INCRUSTATION, that entangles
and fetters the full Exercife-and Penetration of
their natural Powers, which are tied down,
fopited, and fettered, by the Manner of our
Or1GINATION 5 but any one, who will con-
dult the learned Author before-mentioned,
will find he very logically proves, that inall
Animals “originally, there muft have been
“ no Difference of Sexes, “BrcAusE at laft
““ in their reftored State there will be none.
“ And that it is highly probable; the Female
¢ was buta fecundary Intention, or a Buttrefs
“ to afalling Edifice.

They are of different Sizes, from f{ix to
feven or eight Inches in Height, when full
grown, and irom four to fixin Circumference ;
titere are fome indeed of much Jarger Dimen-
{ions, but very rarely to be met with ; and
there are others much lefs, but they are of
lictle or no Value; thofe of a middling Size
are obferved to be more lively and vigorous
than the larger Sort, who like the Grenadiers

- ina Regiment, are not able to make fo long
and frequent Marches as the Battallion Meln,
the
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the latter being for the moft part better fet
and nimbler, as being furnifhed with a greater
plenty of Spirits. One thing is very remark-
able of thefe Animals, that either {leeping
or waking, when they lic down, they imme-
diately contra&t themfelves to one third of
their Lengthand Bignefs, and grow fo flagged
and limber, one would {carce think they had
ever been enabled to ftand ; but when they
are roufed up and in full Vigour, they are
very ftately, and much admired for their
portly Mien. Here I muft beg leave to refer
once more to the above quoted Author, who
tells us, < This fpiritual animal Body, atfirft
« divinely organized, may be rolled up, folded
¢ together, and contraéted inthis State of its
« Duration, into an infinitely fmall Punctum
Saliens, into a Miniature of Miniature in
infinitum, and proceeding in a diverging
Series, and progreffive Gradation, that in
¢ due time it may be fic to be nourifbed and
increafed by the Juices of the proper Fe-
male” In purfuit of their Prey, no Crea-
ture can be more keen, and they rufh on it
with great Eagernefs. Their Skinis of a fwar-
thy Complexion, and hangs fo loofe about
their Shoulders, that it frequently ferves asa
Hood: to draw up quite over its Head and
Pace, or rather the Head thrinks into the Skin
as a Snail pulls in his Horns and Head into
his Shell. "The Faceof this Creature is of a
reddith Complexion, and moft delicately foft

to
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to the Touch; they are flat nofed, and have
no Eyes, but find their Way by Inftin& :
‘They have no Bones, butare all Mufcles and
Flefh, which properly prepared and taken
inwardly, is very refrefhing and nourithing,
¥t is reckoned a Specifick for the Green-fick-
nefs, and many other feminine Diforders ;
“ and is a Medicine fo wonderfully pleafant,
and eafy in its  Operation, that the niceft
¢ Palate or weakeft Conflitution may take
¢ it with Delight, and fo innocent, that it is
“ adminiftered to Women with Child with
¢ great Safety.

({4

CHAP. VIIL

Of the Government of MERRYLAND.

* f "HE Government of this Country is
Monarchial, and abfolute in the high-

eft Degree. Asthe French have their Safique-

- Law, by which all Females are excluded from
the Throne, foonthecontrary, MERRYLAND
may be faid to be entirely under Female Go-
wernment, there being an abfolute Queen over
each particular Province, whofe Power is
unlimited ; no Tyrants having ever required
a more fervile and blind Submiffion than the
Quecns of MERRYLAND. Herodianus, Lib,
4. Cap. 3. fays, ¢ They treated their Sub-
¢ jelts as the meaneft of Slaves, and fcarce
#¢ as Men, while they put themfclves on a
’ # Level

|
|
|
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“ Level with the immortal Gods.” ~ There
are numberlefs Inftances of the valt Power
of thefe Queens, the Conquefts they have
made, and the many cunning and craity Me-
thods thy have ufed to obtain their Ends;
but as I do not pretend to write their Hiftory,
I muft not here enlarge on that Subject. Few
of thefe Queens but %ave {fome Favourite or
prime Minifter, and when they are well fatif=
tied with his Abilities and Behaviour, they
will fuffer ‘themfelves to be governed in a
‘great meafure by his Advice; but alas! there
are fome, who, tho’ they have abundance of
able Minifters, will never be ruled by any
of them, are always varying and changing,
turning out their greateft Favourites, for no
other Reafon in the World, but to thew their
Power, and gratify their inconftant Tempers ;
admitting a new Favourite every Day, asif
Variety was their greateft Delight. Suchare
the Caprices of thefe Queens, and {o uncer-
tain the Profperity of their ableff Minifters.
Befides their Capricioufnefs, many of them
are allo jultly accufed for their greedy and
infatiable Tempers, forcing their Subjeés to
labour, drudge and toil without ceafing, to
fatisfy their voracious Appetites. Some few
able-bodied Men have indeed made fhift to
do their Work, and thefe, it muft be owned,
meet with good Encouragement ; tho’ they
are kept to hard Labour, they get a com-
fortable Subfiftance astheir Reward. I have

E known




£34]

known fome of them well-cloathed and fed,
andina very thriving Way; but it is not
every one is qualified by Nature to go through
{o much Fatgue.

Some of thefe Queens have deferved the
worft of Charatters, and are recorded for
their Infamy in the Works of the Greek and
Roman Saryrifts. But our BRITISH Juve-
NAL, in an excellent Latin Satyr, lately pub-
lithed, has siven us fo lively a Pifture of
one of them, that I cannot forbear tranfcrib-
ing four Lines, which excell all T have ever
met with, either in the Ancients or Moderns.

Saga petit Fuvenes, petit innuptafgue Pu-

ellas

Vel Taurum peteret, Veneris quoque mille
Figuras,

Mille modas meditans, tas in Crimina
Vires,

Datque Animos : crefeunt anni, crefcitque
Libido* SCAMNUM.

As to the MiL1TARY GOVERNMENT in
this Country, I cannot pretend to fay much,
as I am not acquainted with their feveral

# The Witch feduces Youth and Virgins pure,

And would a Bull, could fhe the Weight endure 3

She tries ail Poftures Luft has c’er contriv’d,

-And of her own adds many more befide ;

Her Crimes, by Age, have Strength and Courage found,,

And 25 her Years inereafe, her Luft abounds. '
Rules

I
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; Rules; but I have obferved in general, that |

| Soldiers are well efteemed and encouraged, :
and there are no Complaints againit Red
Coats in MERRYLAND, however they may
be difapproved of inother Countrics. Their
Naval Forces are likewife very confiderable,
and of great Service to the. Country, being
a Set of lufty Fellows, always willing to
work when afhore, and never backward in
fpending their all, for the Service of the par-
“ticular Queen under whofe Jurifdiction they
live.

It would no doubt be very acceptable to the
Reader, if after the Crvi/ and Military, 1
could give him any particular Account of the
Ecclefiaflical Government of this. Country ;
and it is with the greateft Concern that I am
not able to gratify his Curiofity ; for the
Clergy endeavour to keep it 3 Secret as much
as poflible among themfelves, being a Myjiery
they think improper to be divulged among
the Laity; and tho’ I could mention fome
Particulars on this Subjet, which have ac-
cidentally come to my Knowledge, I muft
defire to be excufed, being very unwilling to
give Offence to a Body of Men, for whom
T have the greateft Veneration, and to-fome
of whomI have been particularly obliged for
their kind Affiftance and Recommendation,
which contribured much to the Pleafure 1
have enjoyed in MerrvLAND. I {hall there-
fore {ay no more of the Ecclefiaftical Go-
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‘vernment, but only obferve in genéral (and
I hope without Offence)-that thereare many
‘Bifbopricks in this Country, the exaét Num-
ber T cannot pretend: to guefs aty nor how
tar their feveral Jurifdi@ions reach:<= Of the
inferior Clergy hereare fuch abundance, that
they' may, ‘on a ‘modeft- Computation,’ be

konedto enjoy more than the Tyzée of all
IMIERRYLAND. S :

—

CHAP. IX.
Of the Religion 7z MeRryLAND.

Hriftianity wagsfieft planted here, in all
probability, in theearlieft Ages of the

Church ; at prefent no Country can boaft of

more Religions, and yet no Part of Chriften=
dom may be truely-faid to be lefs religious
than this. Here we may fee all Seéts and
Farties. (all ‘Religions being embraced) and
yet that which the Apoftle calls #he pure and
undefiled Religion before God-and the Father,
1s as little, if not lefs thought on here, than
inany Chriftian Country whatfoever.

ImMacE WorsHIP (to the Shame of the
Country be it {poken) 1sa Vice they are not
entirely frec of : for it 1s well known, too many
of the Queens of MErRryLAND have a par-
ticular Veneration for a certain Image, made
in Refemblance of the Coral-plant mentioned in

the
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the 6th Chapter ; to this they often pay theie
Devotions, - with the greateft Privacy; the
Cecremony confifts of various Emotions and
Agitations of the Body, and Manual Perfor-
mances, which my Abhorrence of the zdo/a-
¢roys Cuftom forbids me to defcribe more par-
ticularly : *Tis much better my Readers fhould
be kept in Ignorance of fuch fhameful A&tions,
which all Men muft deteft, than by any far-
ther Defcription be informed how to practife
them. : :

Here are Popifh Miflionaries in greatPlenty,
and by that means the Roman Catholick Reli-
gionis pretty much propagated.they beingvery
,ﬁiborious and indefatigable; Quakers, Prefby-
terians, Independants, and of late the Methodi/ts,
have been great Labourersin thefe Parts, the’
not {o profefledly and openly perhaps as fome
others.— It is to be lamented that fo manySetts
are tolerated, efpecially confidering the dan-
gerous Heats and Flames that are kindled in
the Country by the intemperate Zeal of fo
many different Sefts.— In fhort, there is no
Seét whatever, but has found Footing in
MerryYLAND; and it is hard to fay, which
of them all is the moft eftablifhed. One
Thing is pretty remarkable, in which they
all agree with that excellent Litany of our
Church, all of them joining in that Prayer,
to firengthen fuch as do fland, fo comfort and
pelp the weak, and raife up thefe that fall.

C HAZL
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CHAP X
Of the Language.

*F VHE fame may be faid of the Language
ufed in MERRYLAND, as Mr. Gordon

fays of the Fapancfe Tongue, * It is very
« “polite and copious, abounding with many
«’fynonymous Words, which are commonly
«¢ ufed according to the Nature of the Sub-
& jeft, as alfo the Qualicy, Age, and Sex,
« both of the Speaker, and the Perfon to
« whom the Difcourfe is diretted.” - There
is fomewhat very fweet and emphatick in the
Tanguage, and at the fame time it may be
faid, they have the leaft nced of it of any
People, for they have the Art of communi-
‘cating their Sentiments very plainly by their
Eyes and Aétions, fo that mute Perfons can
(if T may be allowed the Expreflion) fpeak
intelligibly by their Eyes; and this Kind is
often ufed with better Succefs than the fineft
Speeches. ‘
To confiem this 1 beg leave to refer the cu-
rious Reader to'the following Quotation from
a learned Atthor, who fays, * Mirantur
« Qcurl, adamant, concupifcunt, Amoris,
« Irz, Furoris, Mifericordiz, Ultionis Indices
“ funt; in Audacia profiliunt, in Reverentia
« {gbfident, in Amore blandiuntur, in Dio
¢ efferantur, gaudenteanimo hilares {fubfident,
w0
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« jn Cogitatione ac Cura quiefcunt, quaf
« cum Mente fimul intenti, &c.*
Laur. Lib. de Sens. Org. 11. Cap. 3-

Thev have likewife fome particular Mo-
tioms of the Tongue, which very emphatically
exprefs their Meaning, without uttering any
articulate Sound, and is frequently more fuc-
cefsful than the fineft Flowers of Elocution.

It is much to belamented, that no-body
has given us a Grammar of the MERRY-_
LaND Language ; it would be very ufeful to-
the World, and Ido not defpair of prevail-
ing on the Modefty of a learned Crator: to-
undertake it, who has already obliged the
World with balf a Score other Grammars,
and is univerfally allowed to be as well qua-
lified for compiling zhis, as he was for thofe.

CcHAP XL

Of the feveral Tenures, &c.

~—§ "HERE are perhaps as many Kinds or
~ Tenures in MERRYLAND as in agzr
Country whatever, and it would be as difl1-
culc as it is needlefs to enumerate them allz
—Some

% The Exyrs may properly be term’d the Index of the

~ Soul, inafmuch as they difcover her various Paffions of
Admiration, Fondnefs, Defire, Love, Anger, Fury,
Pity, and Revenge; when daring, they dart forth; when
obfequious,
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—Some holding by Tailjpecial, fouie by
Tail-general, fome by Knights-fervice, fome
in Feefimple, others only during Pleafure, and
others by Lea/é for Life. 'This laft is pretty
commbon, and -tho’ not perhaps the 4e/ Te=
nure, -is the moff encouraged by ILaw, and
therefore [hall firlt be treated of. The Cirs
cumftances attending it are very fingular, and
worth Obfervation.

When a Man refolves to take a Spot in
MEeRrryLAND by this Tenure, he makes the
beft Agreement he can with the Proprictor of
the Farm, and the Terms being conciuded on,
publick Notice is given, that he defigns fpeedi-
ly to enter into Poffeffion, that any Perfon,
who has juft Objetion to it, may forbid it be-
fore it is too late. You muft know, there are
feveral lawful Objettions, fuch as the Farm
being engaged before to another, or the Man
having already another Farm on his Hands
(for none are allowed to hold two at a time
by this Tenure) his being any ways pre-in-
gaged, or having any Incapacity to manure
his Farm, &e: It no Objettion be made, (to
avoid which, they fometimes purchafe a Li-
cenfe, which difpenfes with the Ceremony
of giving publick Notice) then the Leafe for
Life is executed in this manner ; The Officer,

£

obfequious, they fubmi vely recline ; when enamour’d,
they footh; when at Liberty, they roam; plainly demon-~
ftrating when the Mind is exhilarated, and when over-
whelmed with Anxiety and Care, £,

whofe
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Wwhofe Bufinefs it is (and of which there is
one in each Parifh) reads a fhort Panegyrick
on Farming, fetting forth its original Inftitu-
tion and Ufe, the great Importance and Ho-
nour of that State; with proper Precautions
not to take it in hand unadvifedly, lightly or
wantonly, and requires the Man (as he {hall
anfwer at the dreadful Day of Judgment) to
confefs freely, if he knows any lawful Impe=
dinent; why he fhould not proceed in taking
his Teafe.—— Then the Man makes a {olemn
Promife, that he will take the Farm accord-
ing to Law, that he will keep it whether it
prove good or bad, and forfaking all others
keep only unto that for Life; theOfficer then
gives his Blefling to the Undertaking, prays
for the Succefs, and then {ings a Song; fetting
torth the Happinefs of Farming; and great
Promifes of Fruitfulnefs. The Ceremony be-
ing ended, the Man takes Poffeffion of his
Lot, and commonly begins to till it before
he fleeps 3 and whatever Seafon of the Year
it be, he generally continnes tilling and la-
bouring hard for the firlt few Days, till he is

rired, and forced to take forme Refpite.
Thefe long Leafes have been theRuin of ma-
ny a fubftanitial Farmer, for People are too apt
to engage in a hurry, without due Confiderati-
on of the Confequence, or competent Know-
ledge of the Goodnefs of the Farm, which fre-
quently proves to beaftubbornSoil,and makes
the poor Farmer foon repent his Bargain 5
: G but
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but there is no Remedy, the Man is bound,
and muft drudge on for Life. —This Inconve-
nience has deterred many from ever taking
Leafes; and others,who have rafhly been bound
to a hard Bargain, when they find there is no
Remedy, have been {o difcouraged, that they
become ill Husbands, growing quite indolent
and negligent of their Farm ; and tho’ they
¢annot throw up their Leafes, they will let
their Farms lie fallow, and clandeftinely take
another that is more agreeable to them.

There are many People who never will ven-
ture to take a Farm by the Tenure before-men-
tioned, but chufe rather to hold as Tenants at
Wil or during Pleafure, and tho’ they pay 2
dear Rate, they have this Advantage, that
whenever they do not like their Farm,they can
immediately quit it dnd take another ; there
is lictle Danger of one of thefe Farms lying
Tong unoccupied, for if one Man leave it To-
day, another takes it To-morrow.

Thofe who hold by Knights-Service in the
Courtefy of MerrYLAND, thrive generally
very well, and reap good Profit by their La-
bour, efpecially if they be able pains-taking
Men ; let the Soil be ever {o long worn, and
out of heart, yet they will make fomething
of it.

There is agreat deal of Ground in MERRY-
£ axD, which lies Common, and this is-fo bad,
that let 2 Man fow ever fo much Seed in 1t,
it feldom produces any thing better than Bii-

ars
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ars and Thorns. — This Ground is not worth
inclofing, tho’ fome People have been Fools
enough to attempt it.

There is one Inconvenience attends moft of
the Farms in MERRYLAND, for itis a diffi-
cult Matter to fence or inclofe them fo fe-
‘3 curely, but the Neighbours, who are very
apt to watch all Opportnities, may eafily
break into them ; and it is furprifing, where
? there is fo much Gommon, and a great deal of

good Pafture to be got at eafy Rates, that
People fhould be fo fond of breaking into
their Neighbours Inclofures, where it they
| are catched, and profecuted, they run aRilque
| of paying very feverely, the Law being very
l {trict in thefe Cafes; and Juries are fo apt to
give the Plaintiff immoderate great Damages,
that 1 have known a Man caft in feveral zbox-
Jand Pounds Damages, for a fmall Trefpafs
“on a Farm, which was little better than Com-
mon, and which the Owner would gladly have
fold the Fee fimple of for a hundreth Part of
the Money.

G 2 CHAR
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T Al il

Of the Harbours, Bays, Creeks, Sands,
Rocks, ‘and other dangerous Places ;
with the Settings and Flowings of
the Tides and Currents; alfo Di-
rections for Strangers fleering [afe
7700 M ERRY LAND.

O recite all the Bays, Crecks, &ec.

would be an endlefs Piece of Work;
and it is as impoflible to point out all the
Rocks, which People have fplit on, when
bound for MerryrLAND: But I fhall here
give the Reader the beft Diretions T can to
pilot him fafe to this charming Country, by
defcribing the Two Courfes that are moft
commonly fteered, and leave it to every one
to chufe which fuits beft with his Inclination
or Convenience.

They who go by the upper Courfe, make
firft for that Part of the Continent called
Lrs, where they generally bring 10, and fulute
the Fort; and fometimes it is required that
they pay the Cuftoms and Duties here, before
they are allowed to proceed further; but this
is not always demanded. Then if you find
the Wind favourable, fteer along Shore to the
Bby-Mountains, where there is good Riding ;

’ and




[ 451

and if you meet with no Storm, but find it
calm and quier, you may thence fafely ven-
ture to run on with the Tide, and pufh in
boldly for the Harbour: But if you find
rough and tempftuous Weather, as fome-
times happens at touching at Bby, and the
'I'ide frong againft you, itis beft to lie-by,
till the Storm is appeafed, and a fairer Pro~
fpet offers of a profperous Voyage; nor
fhould  you be difcouraged by every little
Squall which you may meet with at this
Place, for generally thefe Squalls, tho’ they
feem violent at firft, foon blow over without
much Damage.

Some People prefer the lower Courfe, which
is, at once to run in boldly up #he Straits of
Tibia, with the Goxadext bearing clofe on the
Larboard-Bow, and fo run a-head, directly
as the Current carries you, into the Har-
bour; and indeed when the Trade-winds fet
in, this Courfe cannot fail.

In either of thefe Courfes, it is beft to be
provided with a good Foreftaff, kept in fuch
Order, as to be always ready for Ufe at a
Moment’s Warning. 1 have known fome
People, for want of this Inftrument being in
Readinefs, make a very unfuccefsful Voyage,
and been put back again, to their great Dif-
appointment, when they were juft at the
Entry of the Harbour. 1t is alfo- proper ta
make frequent Obfervations and Soundings;
but, as Mr. Collin fays in his Coafling Pilos,

“ the
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« the Thing principally to be obferved, is
¢ the Setting of the Tide, which often alters
¢ the Courfe, to the Difappointment of the
¢« Mariner; for when you fail clofe upon a
«« Wind, if the Tide takes youon the Wea-
¢ ther-bough, you will fall too much to Lee-
¢ ward of your Expefation, and if on the
“ Lee-bough, it carries you too much to
« Windward.” Thefame Author very juftly
obferves, ¢ There is generally fo great an
« Indraught of the Tide, that in little Wind,
“ or a Calm, you will be drawn in, to Ad-
“ miration.”

Tho’ the Tide is generally very favourable,
and fets into the Harbour, it is to be noted,
that at the Time of Spring-Tides, which only
flow for four or five Days, once in a Month,
the Current then runs ffrong out, and it is beft
to Jie-by till the Spring is over, tho’ fome
People make no Scruple of going in when
the Spring-Tides are at the Height.

There are People who, inftead of fteering
either of thefe Courfes, incline fometimes to
go about by the #Windward-Paffage, but this
I do not {o well approve; in fome Circum-
ftances indeed it may be convenient, but I
believe it is commonly done more for fake of
Variety than Conveniency.

Different Pilots have given us Variety of
Direttions, and fhewed many Ways of fteer-
ing fafely to MERRYLAND; among others,
that ingenious Pilot M. Aratine has publifhed
s feveral
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feveral Charts, with the different Bearings;
&¢. to which I refer the curious Reader, ra-
ther than {well this Chapter any more; and
indeed T do not fee any great Neceffity for
many Direétions, the Voyage not being fo
difficult, but what a blind Man may almoft
find his Way thither, by one Courfe or ano-
ther; or fhould any one beat a lofs, when he
comes to the Coaft of MERRYLAND, it’s ten
to one but he will find a Pilot to help him
into Harbour, they being ready enough' to
oblige Strangers in that Way, as I myfelf
found in my firft Voyage, when 1 was very
young and not expert in thefe Matters. Itis
remarkable, that when our Mariners come
near the Coaft in other Parts of the World,
they with for light Nights, that they may fee
the Shore, &ec. but in the Voyages to MER-
RYLAND, they meet with no Inconvenience
from the Dark, but find it generally favours
them, and helps into Harbour with lefs ‘1'rou-
ble than broad Day-light.

After you are fairly entered the Mouth of
the Harbour, go up as far as you can, and
come to an Anchor, veering out as much
Cable as poflible; the more you weer, the
better you will ride. . The chiet Thing is, to
beware of anchoring in foul Ground, tor here
is fome much gruffer than others, and a great
deal fo very bad, that it will foon fpoil the
beft of Cables; the fandy or grey Ground are
not good to anchor in, the brown is beft, in

my
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my Opinion ; But as People cannot always
have their Choice; they muft be contented
with fuch as they can get.

Now, having brought my Reader to An-
chor in this pleafant Harbour, I conclude with
wifhing him all the Delight MErRRYLAND
can afford: I have endeavoured to conduét
him fafe; and give him a full View of this
delicious Country, without the Danger of
W aves; Tempefis or Shipwreck; and if he
reaps either Pleafure or Profit from my La-
bour, I fhall think the Pains I have taken
to compile this fhort Treatife, very well res
warded:

N8




RBOR VITZA,or the Tree of Life, is
<+ afucculent Plant; confifting of oneftraight
Stem, on the Top of whichis a Piffillum, or A-
pex, at fometimes Glandiform and refembling
a May-Cherry, tho’ at others, more like the
Nut of the Avellana or Filbert-Tree.

Its Fruits,-contrary to moft others, grow
near the Root; they are ufually no more
than two in Number, their Bignefs fome-
what exceeding that of an ordinary Nutmeg,
both contained in one firong Siligua,or Purfe;;
which, together with the whole Root of the
Plant, is commonly thick fet with numerous
Fibrille, or Capillary-Tendrils,

The Tree is of flow Growth, and réquires
Time to bring it to Perfe&ion, rargly feeding
to any Purpofe before the Fifteenth Year ;
when the Fruits coming to good Maturity,
yield a vifcous Juice or balmy Swecus, which
being from Time to Time difcharged at the
Pijtillum, is moftly beftowed upon the open
Calyxes of the Frutex Vulvaria, or Flowerin
Shrub, ufually fpreading under the Shade of
this Tree, and whofe Parts are, by a wonder-
ful Mechanifm, adapted to receive it. The |
late ingenious Mr. Richard Bradley, Profeflor
of Botany atthe Univerfity of Cambridge, was
of Opinion, the Frutexishereby impregnated,
and then firlt begins to bear ; he therefore ac-
counts this Succus the Farina Fecundans of

the Plant. And the learned Leonard Fuchpus,
a ,in
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in his Hifforia Stirpium Infigniorum, obferves
the greateft Sympathy between this Tree and
Shrub: Thkey are, {ays he, of the fame Genus,

and do beft in the fame Bed ; the Vulvaria itfelf

being indeed no other than a Female Arbor Vi-
tz. :

It is produced in moft Countries, tho’it
thrives more in fome than others, where it
alfo increafes to a larger Size. The Height
here in England rarely pafles nine, or eleven
Inches, and that chiefly in Kent ; whereas in
Ireland it comes to far greater Dimenfions
is fo good, that many of the Natives intirely
{ubfift upon it, and, when tranfplanted, have
been fometimes known to raife good Houfes
with fingle Plants of this Sort.

As the Frifb-Soil is accounted the beft, fo
there is fome as remarkably bad for its Cul-
tivation ;andthe lealt and worlt inthe World
are faid to be about Harborough and the
Foreft of Sherawood,

The Stem {eems to be of the fenfitiveTribe,
tho’ herein differing from the more common
Senfitives; that whereas they are known to
fhrink and retire from even the gentleft Touch
of a Lady’s Hand, this rifes on the contrary,
and extends itfelf, when it is {fo handled.

In Winter it 1s not eafy to raile thefe Trees
without a hot Bed; butin warmer Weather
they ftand well in the open Air.

In the latter Seafon they are {ubjeét to be-
come weak and flaccid, and want Support ;

for
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for which Purpofe fome Gardeners have
thought of fplintering them up with Birchen
Twigs, which has feemed of fome Service for
the prefent, tho’ the Plants have very {oon
come to the fame, or a more drooping State
than before. :

The late ingenious Mr. Mosteux thought of
reftoring a fine Plant he had in this Condi-
tion, by tying it up with a Tomex, or Cord
made of the Bark of the Vitex, or Hempen
Tree : But whether he made the Ligature too
ftrait, or thar the Nature of the Vitex is really
in itlelf pernicious, he quite killed Azs Plant
thereby ; which makes this univerfally con-
demned, as a dangerous Experiment.

Some Virtuofi have thought of improving
their Trees for fome Purpofes, by taking oft
the Nutmegs, which is however a bad Way ;
they never Jeed after, and are good for little
more than making Whiftles of, which are
imported every Year from Iraly, and fell in-
deed at a great Price.

Some other curious Gentlemen have endea-
your’d to inoculate their Plants on the Stock
of the Medlar, and that with a Manure of
Human Ordure, but this has never been ap-
proved:AndI have known fomeT'rees brought
to a very il End by {fuch Management.

'The Natural-Soil is certainly beft for their
Propagation, and that is in hollow Places,
which arewarm and near faleWater,beftknown
by their producing the fame Sort of Tendrils

2 = as
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as are obferved about the Roots of the Arbor
itfelf. Some Cautions however are very ne-
ceflary, efpecially to young Botanifts; and
firft, to be verydiligent in keeping their Trees
clean and neat; a pernicious Sort' of Infet,
not unlike a Morpoine, or Cimex, being ver
fubject to breed amongft the Fibrille, which,
if not taken away, and timely deftroyed,
proves often of very dangerous Confequénce.
Another Caution, no lefs ufeful, we have
from that excellent and judicious Botanift Mr.
Philip Miller, to beware of a poifonous Species
of Vulvaria, too often miftaken for the whole-
fome one, and which, if fuffered too near our
Trees, will very greatly endanger their well-
being. He tells us, in his moft elaborate and
ufeful Didionary, now compleated in two
Volumes Folro, that before he had acquired his
Judgmentand Experience, fome of his Plants
have often been Sufferers thro’ this Miftake ;
and he has feen a tall thriving Tree, by the
Conta& only of this venomous Shrub, become
porrofe feabiofe, and covered with fungous Ex-
crefcences not unlike the Fruits of the Ficus
Sylveftris;, in which Cafe the Succusal{o has
loft both its Colour and Virtue ; and the Tree
itfelfhas fo much partaken of the Nature ofthe
venomous Shrub which had hurt it, that itfelf
has become venomous, ' and fpread the Poifon
. through a whole Plantation. e
Thefe Diffempers of a Tree of the greateft
Ule and Value, have employed the Labours
- ' : = of
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of the moft eminent Botanifts and Gardeners,
to feck out Remedies for them: In which,
however, none have fucceeded like the late ces
lebrated Dr. Mifaubin, who from his profound
Knowledge in Botany, has compofed a moft
elaborate Work upon all Things that can hap=
pen, bothto the drbor Vite and Vulvaria
alfo : Therein, he has taught a certain Cure for
all thefe Evils ; and, what is moft wonderful,
has even found out a Way of making the
moft venomous FPulvaria itfelf wholeiome,
which his Widow praétifes daily, to the Sa-
tisfaGtion of all who now apply to her.

** Thefe venomous ¥ulvarzia are but £oo coms
mon in moft Gardens about London. - There
are many in St. James’s Park, and more in
the celebrated Gardens at Vaux-Hall, over the
Waret:

" Befides the common Name of .Arbor Vite,
a very learned Philofopher, and great Divine §
would have it called Arbor Scientie boni €&
mali 3% believing upon very good Grounds,this
is the Tree which grew in the Middle of the
Garden of Eden, and whofe Fruits were fo
alluring to our fitft Mother. Others would
have it called the Mandrake of Leab,perfuaded
it is the fame whofe Juice made the before-
barren Rachel a joyful Mother of Children.

The learned Madam Dacier, in her Notes
upon Homer, contends it fhould be called
~§ Mr. Rav. »

% The Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Ewil.

Nepentbes,
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Nepenties, She gives many Reafons why it
certainly is that very Plant, whofe Fruits the
Egyprian Queen recommended to Helen, as a
certain Cure for Pain and Grief of all Sorts,
and which fhe ever after kept by her as her
moft precious Jewel, and made ufe of as a
Panacea upon all Occafions.

The great Dr. Bentley calls it, more than
once, Machera Herculis, having proved, out
of the Fragments of a GreeZ Poet, that of
this Tree was made the Club with which
that Hero is faid to have overcome the fif#y
wild Daughters of Thefpius, but with Queen
Omphale afterwards reduced to a Diftaff,
Others have thought the celebrated Hefperian
Trees were of this Sort ; and the very Name
of Poma Veneris, the Venereal-Apples, fre-
quently given by Authors to the Fruits of this
Tree, is a fufficient Proof thefe were really
the Apples for which three Goddefles contend-
edin {fo warm a Manner, and to which the
Queen of Beanty had undoubtedly the firong-
eft ‘Title. "

The Virtues are {o many, a large Volume
might be wrote of them. The Juice, taken
inwardly, curesthe Green-ficknefs, and other
Infirmities of the like Sort,and isa truye Specific
in moft Diforders of the Fair-Sex. It indeed
often caufes Tumors in the Umbilical Regi-
on; but even thofe, being really of no ill
Confequence, difperfe of themfelves in a few
Months.
gs‘
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It chears the Heart, and exhilerates the
Mind, quiets Jars, Feuds and Difcontents,
making the moft churlifh Tempers furprifing-
ly kind and loving. Nor have private Per-
{fons only been the better for this reconciling
Virtue,but whole Eftates and Kingdoms ; nay,
the greateft Empires in the World have often
received the Benefit of it ; the moft deftruc-
tive Wars have been ended, and the moft
friendly Treaties been produced, by a right
Application of this Univer/al Medicine among
the Chiefs of the contending Parties.

If any Perfon is defirous to fee this excel-
lent and wonderful Planf, that eminent Bota-
nift, Mr. Philip Miller, before mentioned,
{hews it in the greateft Perfettion, under his
own Propagation, in the Royal Phyfic-Gar-
den at Chelfea: He calls it The Silver-Spoon-
Tree ; and is at all times ready to oblige the
Ladies with a Sight of it, and readily offers
it for their Ufe and Behoof.




An Explanation of the Technical Ab-
breviations made wfe of in the
New DEescripTion of ME R-
RYLAND.

Page 3.line6. MnsvNRrS, Moxs VENERIS.
- L. 7. Coxasin, Coxa SINISTRA.

—— L. 7. CoxapexT, Coxa DEXTRA.
Pbl 30 Pog; Popex.
P.oziiko i Coy, CarurT.

= I N, VESiCA.
Y.-15.1L 37 Laa, LAgia.

—— L 27. CrTgS, CrLITORIS,

P 16k 2. NmpH, Nymps .-
——_ L. 15. UtrS, UTERUS,
P17, & oolen; HymEeN.

P. 28. . 26. Bey, _ Bussy.

Pooop L ta Prir. PinTEL.

For Farther Concernment, we refer the
Reader to Mr. BA 1 . £x’s Etymological
Dictionary, Folio.
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NEW DESCRIPTION
OF

4  MERRYLAND.

Containing, A

TorocripHicAL, GEOGRAPHICAL,
AND

NATukArL History of That Country.

i R

Define [quapropter] Novitate exterritus ipfa
Expuere ex Animo Rationem ; fed magis acri
Judicio, perpende, &, fi tibi vera videtur,
Dede Manus ; aut, fi falfa eft, accingere contra.
LucreT: L#, 2,

Fly no Opinion, Friend, becaufe *tis New ;
But firitly fearch, and after careful View,
Rejeét if Falle, embrace it, if ’tis True,
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