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Abstract: Braun, U., Crous, P. W., Groenewald, J. Z. & Nakashima, C. 2026: A number of typifications of Cercospora 

names revisited. Schlechtendalia 43: 12–14. 

Several previous epitypifications of Cercospora names do not comply with Article 9.9 of the Code (ICNafp, Madrid Code) 

and are, therefore, not effected. These cases are discussed and corrected. The following names are lecto- and epitypified here: 

Cercospora armoraciae, C. corchori, C. fagopyri, C. mercurialis, C. olivascens, and C. violae. 

Zusammenfassung: Braun, U., Crous, P. W., Groenewald, J. Z. & Nakashima, C. 2026: Neubetrachtung verschiedener 

Typisierungen von Cercospora-Namen. Schlechtendalia 43: 12–14. 

Mehrere früher durchgeführte Epitypisierungen von Cercospora-Namen sind nicht in Übereinstimmung mit Art. 9.9. des 

Codes (ICNafp, Madrid Code) und sind deshalb auch nicht wirksam veröffentlicht. Diese Fälle werden diskutiert und 

korrigiert. Folgende Namen werden hier lecto- und epitypisiert: Cercospora armoraciae, C. corchori, C. fagopyri, C. 

mercurialis, C. olivascens and C. violae. 
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The circumscription of the Ascomycete genus Cercospora Fresen. ex Fuckel, which includes 

numerous causative agents of phytopathologically relevant fungal plant diseases, has undergone 

fundamental taxonomic changes in recent decades (Crous & Braun 2003). Groenewald et al. (2013) 

published the first comprehensive phylogenetic revision of this complex genus. This included the 

clarification of the typifications of several Cercospora names. The then relatively new practice of 

using epitypifications for plant-pathogenic fungal species led to some inaccuracies, rendering the 

typifications concerned non-compliant with the current Code (ICNafp, Madrid Code). The relevant 

cases are discussed and corrected here. 

Cercospora armoraciae Sacc., Mycoth. Ven., Cent. III: no. 282, 1875. 

 Lectotype (designated here, MycoBank, MBT10032216): Italy, Venice, Treviso, on Armoracia 

rusticana [= A. lapathifolia] (Brassicaceae), Sep. 1874, Sacc., Mycoth. Ven. 282 (HAL, s. n.). 

Isolectotypes: Sacc., Mycoth. Ven. 282 (e.g., B, BPI 1016170, FH 952280, HBG). Epitype 

(designated here, MycoBank, MBT10032217): Romania, Fundulea, on A. rusticana, undated, O. 

Constantinescu (CBS H-20987). Culture ex-epitype: CBS 250.67 (= CPC 5088). 

Notes: The epitypification was originally proposed by Groenewald et al. (2013: 146), which was, 

however, not Code compliant as only syntypes of C. armoraciae were cited. To achieve an 

epitypification, Art. 9.9 requires that the holo-, lecto- or neotype is explicitly cited. 

Cercospora corchori Sawada, Trans. Nat. Hist. Soc. Formosa [Taiwan Hakubutsu Gakkai Kaihō] 6(26): 

179, 1916. 

 Lectotype (designated here, MycoBank, MBT10032218): Taiwan, Taipei, Dingneipu, on 

Corchorus olitorius, 30 Jul. 1909, K. Sawada (NTU-PPE [National Taiwan University, Plant 

Pathology]). Isolectotype: TNS-F-220392. Epitype (designated here, MycoBank, MBT10032219): 

Japan, Shimane, on Corchorus olitorius (Tiliaceae), 27 Aug. 1997, T. Mikami (TFM:FPH-8114). 

Culture ex-epitype: MUCC 585 = MAFF 238191 = MUCNS 72. 

Notes: This epitype was originally designated in Groenewald et al. (2013: 152), which was, however, 

not Code compliant because only an “isotype” was cited, although citation of a holo-, lecto- or neotype 

is required (Art. 9.9). Cercospora corchori was based on a single collection, but Sawada (1916) did 

not specify in which herbarium the type material was deposited. However, two duplicates of the type 

material are preserved, one of them in Sawada’s herbarium deposited in NTU-PPE (Taiwan), and 

another one maintained in TNS (Ibaragi Japan), both examined by Chiharu Nakashima. Therefore, Art. 

9.1, Note 1, cannot be applied, i.e., lectotypification is required, but a retro-prospective designation of 

one of these duplicates as “holotype” is not possible. 



13 

 

Sawada (1916) published a Japanese description of C. corchori that reads as follows in the English 

translation: Leaf spot angular to irregular, scattered, blackish, numerous, 1–6 mm in size. Caespituli 

observed on the lower surface. Conidiophores pale brown, emerging through stomata, 4–10 

fasciculate, simple, geniculate at the upper part, aseptate or 1–2-septate, 25–75 × 4–6 µm, rarely 

branched from short superficial hyphae. Conidia narrowly acicular, truncated at the base, narrower 

towards the apex, hyaline, 2–7-septate, 35–112 × 3–5 µm. 

Cercospora fagopyri Nakata & Takim., J. Agric. Exp. Sta. Gov. Gen. Chosen [Kangyo Mohanjo 

Kenkyu Hokoku] 15: 29, 1928. 

 [Holotype: “South Korea, Suwon, on Fagopyrum esculentum, Sep. 1934, K. Nakata & S. 

Takimoto” (not preserved, see Groenewald et al. 2023: 155).] Lectotype (designated here, MycoBank, 

MBT10032221): Nakata & Takimoto (1928: page unnumbered, fig. 8-63, original drawing). Fig. 1. 

Epitype (designated here, MycoBank, MBT10032222): South Korea, on Fagopyrum esculentum 

(Polygonaceae), 9 Oct. 2007, H.D. Shin (CBS H-21008). Culture ex-epitype: CBS 132623 (= CPC 

14541). 

Notes: The designated epitype was originally referred to as a “neotype” by Groenewald et al. (2013: 

155), but this is incorrect and does not comply with the rules of the Code. At the time, it was 

overlooked that the hard-to-find publication by Nakata & Takimoto (1928) included an illustration in 

the description that forms part of the protologue and original material, and, according to Art. 9.3 and 

9.4, must be taken into consideration during the clarification of the typification of C. fagopyri. If no 

physical type specimen has been preserved, an existing original illustration must be designated as the 

lectotype (Art. 9.4), thereby rendering the previous “neotypification” unnecessary. Nakata & Takimoto 

(1928: 29 and fig. 8-62, 63) provided a description that reads in English as follows: Symptoms 

commonly observed, but the damage is not serious, circular to ellipsoid, greyish at the center, reddish 

brown. Conidophores dark yellow, rarely 1-septated, 73–96 × 5.5 µm. Conidia hyaline, slightly 

curved, 46–101 × 4.6 µm, 3–7-septate. In addition, they depicted a leaf with symptoms (fig. 8-62) and 

two conidiophores and a single conidium (fig. 8-63). 

 

 
Fig. 1: Cercospora fagopyri Nakata & Takim. (Nakata & Takimoto 1928: page unnumbered, figs 8-62 and 63, lectotype). 

Cercospora mercurialis Pass., in Thüm., Mycoth. Univ.: no. 783, 1877. 

 Lectotype (designated here, MycoBank, MBT10032223): Italy, Parma, on Mercurialis annua 

(Euphorbiaceae), 1874, G. Passerini, Thüm., Mycoth. Univ. 783 (HAL, s.n.). Isolectotypes: B, BPI 

438332, FH 1012296, HBG, ILL 76423. Epitype (designated here, MycoBank, MBT10032224): 

Romania, Distr. Prahova, Cheia, on Mercurialis perennis (Euphorbiaceae), 31 Jul. 1969, O. 

Constantinescu (CBS H-9850). Culture ex-epitype: CBS 550.71. 
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Notes: The original epitypification, published in Groenewald et al. (2013: 157), was not Code 

compliant because only “isotypes” were cited. Lectotypification of the name Cercospora mercurialis 

is necessary. 

Cercospora olivascens Sacc., Michelia 1: 268, 1879. 

 Lectotype (designated here, MycoBank, MBT10032225): Italy, Selva, on Aristolochia clematidis 

(Aristolochiaceae), Aug. 1877, Sacc., Mycoth. Ven. 1251 (HAL, s.n.). Epitype (designated here, 

MycoBank, MBT10032226): Romania, Cazanele, Dunarii, on A. clematidis, 19 Oct. 1966, O. 

Constantinescu (CBS H-21014). Culture ex-type: CBS 253.67 = IMI 124975 = CPC 5085. 

Notes: The original epitypification, published in Groenewald et al. (2013: 157), was not Code 

compliant (only an “isotype” was cited). Lectotypification of the name C. olivascens is needed. 

Cercospora violae Sacc., Mycoth. Ven., Cent. III: no. 279, 1875. 

 Lectotype (designated here, MycoBank, MBT10032227): Italy, Selva, Treviso, on Viola odorata 

(Violaceae), Aug. 1874, Sacc., Mycoth. Ven. 279 (HAL, s.n.). Isolectotypes: Sacc., Mycoth. Ven. 279 

(e.g., B, BPI 1016168, FH 952277). Epitype (designated here, MycoBank, MBT10032228): Romania, 

Cazanele Dunarii, on V. tricolor, undated, O. Constantinescu (CBS H-21024). Culture ex-epitype: 

CBS 251.67 (= CPC 5079). 

Notes: The original epitypification, published in Groenewald et al. (2013: 166), was not Code 

compliant because only an ‘isotype’ was cited, although lectotypification is required. 
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