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Zalmay Malyar and Noor Al-Nasa Rouhani, Assessing Afghan Citizens’ Access to

Information under the Access to Information Law

Abstract: The right of access to information is a cornerstone of transparency and good
governance, empowering citizens to monitor government performance and participate
meaningfully in public life. This study evaluates Afghan citizens’ access to information under
the Law on Access to Information, analysing the current situation, key challenges, and possible
remedies. Drawing upon national and international legal frameworks, it identifies institutional
weaknesses, administrative secrecy, corruption, insecurity, and limited public awareness as major
barriers to the practical enforcement of this right. Despite Afghanistan’s high global ranking for
its legal framework, actual implementation remains limited. Comparative insights from Sweden
and the United States show that transparency and accountability thrive only when legal
guarantees are matched by institutional commitment and civic engagement. The paper concludes
with recommendations to strengthen enforcement mechanisms, improve public and official
awareness, and enhance transparency to promote good governance and democratic participation
in Afghanistan.

Authors: Pohanyar Zalmay Malyar holds an MA in International Sustainable Development from
the University of Washington (USA) and is a faculty member of the Department of Public Law,
Faculty of Law and Political Science, Herat University. Noranisa Rohani is a researcher in public

law and governance studies in Afghanistan.

Ali Mohammad Mirzaee, The Single Member Company

Abstract: The emergence of single-member companies has brought a profound transformation to
traditional company law, challenging long-established principles such as the contractual nature of
companies, the unity of assets, and the requirement of multiple shareholders. Owing to their
significant economic and legal advantages—particularly in promoting limited liability, reducing
fictitious companies, and ensuring business continuity—many jurisdictions have formally
recognised single-member companies in their commercial laws. This study traces the historical



development of such companies in German, English, and French law, analyses their economic
and legal benefits, and examines their theoretical foundations, including the plurality of assets,
individual will, and legal personality theories. It also evaluates creditor protection mechanisms
and conditions for formation. Finally, the paper explores the legal status of single-member

companies in Afghanistan, concluding that while Afghan law does not yet explicitly recognise
them, their economic utility justifies legislative reform to introduce this model into the Afghan

commercial legal framework.

Author: Dr Ali Mohammad Mirzaei has taught private law at Ibn Sina and Kabul Universities
since January 2009 and previously lectured at Kateb University. A specialist in commercial and
civil law, he has practised as a defence lawyer for five years and served as a legal and
parliamentary adviser to the Second Vice-President of Afghanistan.

Abdulrahman Salim, A View of Insurance from the Perspective of Islamic Jurisprudence

Abstract: Insurance (fa'min) has emerged as a significant issue in modern Islamic jurisprudence.
Classical jurists did not address it, as the social and economic conditions giving rise to insurance
were absent in earlier times. Consequently, no explicit term or ruling on insurance exists in
traditional figh texts. However, contemporary scholars have actively debated its
legitimacy—some deeming it lawful (mubah), others unlawful (haram), and some distinguishing
between its types. This article examines the jurisprudential foundations of insurance, contrasting
classical figh principles with modern social and economic necessities. It analyses the key
arguments for and against the permissibility of commercial insurance and explores cooperative
insurance (fa'awuni) as a Sharia-compliant alternative. The study concludes that while
commercial insurance presents ethical and legal challenges, cooperative insurance aligns more
closely with Islamic concepts of solidarity, social responsibility, and mutual aid, offering a viable

model for modern Muslim societies.

Author: Pohandoy Abdul Rahman “Saleem” is a lecturer and faculty member at the Faculty of
Sharia, Herat University. He holds a master’s degree in Public Law from the Islamic Republic of
Iran. As an active advocate for civil and citizens’ rights, he has worked for many years in these
fields. In addition to teaching at Herat University, he has also lectured at several private
universities. Alongside his academic duties, he has served as Head of the Department of Islamic
Education at the Faculty of Sharia and as Deputy Director of the Legal Clinic at Herat
University.
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