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4

The ijiiza from 'Abd Allah b. Sälih
al-Samähiji to Nasir al-Iär üdi al-Qatifi:
A Source for the Twelver ShiCi Scholarly

Tradition ofBahrayn

Sabine Schmidtke

There are numerous types of evidence th at give us in formati on
about th e ways and means of transmi tt ing kn owledge and schol-
arship in the Islamic worl d .* These include notes attesting that
someone has studied with a teacher eit her as an aud ito r 0 1' by
read in g a text to him , co lophons by an au thor 01' a scribe, co lla-
tio n notes, 0 1' ownersh ip statements. T hese typi cally appeal' in
connectio n with a co ncrete text and may be found a t th e begi n-
n ing 0 1' e nd 01' in th e margins of a text. Further classe s of texts
that give informa tion about the tra nsm issio n of kn owledge are
re ports about one 's own studies that are uncon nected wit.h texts,
t.hat circulate as fahrasa , mashsakha (m ashzklza) , barniimaj, thabat
01' mu'[am. One of th e most variegated types in th is ca tegory of
evidence of t.ransm ission of kn owleclge is t.he ijiiza, the 'license to
tra nsm it.. ' The recipien t - 0 1' recipien ts (m ujiiz, plural , muj iizün ) -
of an ijäza is authorized by th e issuer (mufi;z;) to transm it to o thers
the contents specifie d in the ijiiza. These migh t re fer to one 01'
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several works, 01' to a whole body of works that is either precisely
specified or only cursorily hinted at. The dividing lin e between
one type of certificate and another is often blurred. If th e au-
thorization to transmit follows instruction of the mujazby the mujiz;
for example, this is called ijauu al-somit 01' ~'iizat al-qirii'a, accord-
ing to th e kind of instruction . Simila rly, th e description of the
course of one's studies can form part of an ijäza.

It appears that what was originally an oral authorization to trans-
mit came in creasingly to be documented in writing and formalized
in structure and terminology parallel with the growing dominance
of the written word and the growing institutionalization of the
scholarly culture. Besides the license to transmit that was issued
for specified texts, there were ' tex t-in dependen t' ijiizät that wer e
not tied to specifie eon ten ts or texts either in their outward ap -
pearance or the contents for which the ijdzawas issued. Because
of their generally large scope, such text-independent ijiiziit often
no longer appeared in the margins or at the beginning or end of
other texts, but themselves became autonomous texts, sometimes
taking the form of books. The contents authorized to be trans-
mi tted were usually comprehensive, frequently comprising the
whoie literature of a certain scholarly tradition .
It is obvious that these thousands of certiticates, which in most

cases exist only in manuscript fo rm, are ofgreat value for re search.
They can be consulted for reconstructing the history of transmis-
sion of i nd ivid ua l rex ts a nd ma n usc r-i pt s, a nd they also say
samething about their quality. They contain important biographi-
cal and bibliographical data on a multitude of Muslim scholars,
and thus serve to reconstruct whole scholarly traditions and net-
works. Moreover, they provide information about the social aspecrs
of the transmission of knowledge.

Despite numerous studies ofthe different types oftestimonies,
we are still far from even an approximately complete picture of
their historical development and different forms. In order to get
a clearer picture of the historical fonnation of the ijaza - for ex-
arnple, in its various functions and elements, its social value and
what it says about the social structure of scholars - it would be
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neeessary to eatalogue all th e available materials, to analyse them
in a systematic manner, and finally, to devise a typology for them. I

The fo llowi ng pages will examine an ijäza by 'Abdallah b . Salih
al-Samähiji (1086- 1135 / 1675-1722 ), a well-known representa-
tive of the Akhbäriyya school within Twe lver Sh i' ism, to Näs ir
al-j ärud i al-Qatifi (ca. 1° 95- 1164/1 684- 175 1) th at was gran red
on Monday 23 Safar 11 28 /17 Feb ruary 1716.2 T h is belongs to
th e type of text-independent ijiiza; its matn covers the en tire eul-
tu re and literature of Imämi seh olars. Both scholars eame from
Bahrayn, which, a t th e time , also incIuded th e eastern part of the
Arabian penins u la includin g al-Qatif and al-Ahsä . Both were
stud en ts of Su laym än 'Abd Allah b. al-Bahräni a l-Mäh üzi (1075-
1121 /1 665 - 17°9) , with a differenee in age of only eight years; at
the time of th e issuc uf th c ijäza a l-Samah iji was 40 years o ld, and
Näsir al-järüdi about 32 .:1
The ijiiza consists of th e fo llowing parts: (i) o pening p rayer

and introduetion (PP-49-51 ); (ii) main see tion of the ijiiza,with
re fe rences to th e eo ntents and th e ex te rn of th e lieense to tra ns-
mit (PP.5 1-276); (iii) end of the ijäza, with a referenee to th e
eonditio ns of the lieense , and eo lop hon (PP.276-277) .
The short prayer at the beginning ofthe text (P.49) is fo llowed

by the in trodueti on (PP '49-51 ), provid ing Info rmation on th e
persons issu in g and reeeivin g the ijiiza. Al-Sarn ähiji 's sta te rnents
ab ou t th e mujiiz ind ieate a eo rd ial rel ati onship between him and
Nä~ir <l1:Järiidi, o f whom he o bvio usly thought highly fo r hi s e ru-
dite knowledge and noble charaeter. This ackn owledged equa lity
is further suggested by al-Sarn ähij i 's remark that he h imself had
pre viously asked for and rec eived an ijiiza from Näs ir al:Järüdi
(p-49) .4 Al-Samähiji then explains in detail that al-järü di stud ied
with hirn after hi s move frorn al-Qatif to Bah rayn and names th e
following works in this co nnec tio n : th ree of th e foul' canonical
hadith. works of the Imämiyya, namely Muha mmad b, Ya'q üb al-
Kulayni 's (d.329/941) al-Kiifi, Abü j a'far al-Tü si's (d.460/1 067)
Tahdhib al-ahham and his lst ibsiir; two of al-Sarnähiji 's own works,
namely Jawiihir al-Ba~!myn fi ahkdm al-thaqalayn and Masii' ib al-
shuhada' ioa-maniiqib al-su' ada', a portion ofth e biographieal work
Manha] al-maqal fi tahq iq aluoal al-rij äl of Muhammad b. 'Ali al-



Astaräb ädi (d.r 028/1618-19), a portion of the legal work 5harä'i'
al-Islamfi masa'il al-halii! toa 'l-~aräm ofal-Muhaqqiq al-Hilli (d.676/
1278), and the two commentaries on this work by Muhamrnad b.
Abi'l-Hasan al-M üsawi al-';\.rnili (d.wo9/ 1600-01) and al-Shahid
al-Thäni (d.g66/ 1558); and further, two legal works ofthe 'Allama
al-Hilli (d.726/1325), Irsluid al-adhhiin ilii ahkdm al-imiin and
Muklüalaf al-Shi'afi ahluim al-shari' a, as weil as al-Samähiji's Kitdb
al-khutab, a compendium of sermons he had delivered on various
occasions. It appears that the instruction whieh al-Iärüdi reeeived
from al-Samähiji eontinued over several years , and that it also
covered writings and disciplines in addition to those rnentioned.s
The esteem of al-Samähiji for al-Iärüdi and his erudition and the
fact that the latter had earlier gran ted an ijäza to him indicate
that the document under discussion must be considered an 'hon-
orary' ijiiza (ijäza mudabbaja) . This terrn is used when two equal
and usually repu ted scholars gran t eaeh other the righ t to
transmit.?

In the introduction, al-Samähiji also addresses the issue of the
functions of the ijiiza . By contrast to other scholars, who include
within such documents theoretieal elaborations eoneerning the
function of ijäzäl- as in the case of Ibrahirn b . Sulayrnän al-Qatifi
(d. after 945/1539) in his various ijiiziit, i or 'Abdalläh al-Tustari
(d. I 173/1759-60) in his ijiiza al-kahlrd" - al-Sarnähiji deals nei-
ther in the introduction of the document nor elsewhere in the
text with thc theorctical issue of the Iuuctiou urall ijiiza or other
matters related to its issuance. Al-Sarnähiji inelicates, however, the
reasons for al:Järüdi's request to receive an ijiiza. These reasons
give us some idea of the functional aspect of the ijäza.
According to al-Sarnähiji, al:Järüdi first askeel hirn to issue a

permit of transmission for all those subject matters he hirnself
had been authorizeel by his shaykhs to transmit, as weil as for eve-
rything written by al-Sam ähiji himself. This would connect the
chain of transmission back to the Imarns.? Thus, the first fune-
tion ofan ijäza is to link later generations ofscholars to the Prophet
arid the Imams by attributing tu the mujiiz, the recipient of an
ijäza, a place in this chain oftransrnitters. Generally, blessings are
attributed to the practice of that pious usage.:"
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Al-Sam äh iji goes on to say th at al-järüdi asked him to enumer-
ate all the ways oftransmission (turllq) and writings (ku tub ) known
to him,l l This re quest for documentati on of the scholarly tradi-
tion points to the esse n tia l fun ction of the cornprehensive ,
texr-independent ijiiziit sim ilar to that in biographical works. In
many cases these two ge n re s cannot be clearly d istinguished from
one another. Twelver Shi 'i examp les frorn the I 2th/ i Sth eentury
are the already-mentioned al-ljaza al-kabira of 'Abdalläh al-Tustari
and Lu'lu'at al-Bahrasn, a tabaqat-wo rk ofImämi euIture, though
teehnieallyan ijiiza issued byYüsuf b. Ah rnad al-Bahräni (d . 1186 /
1772) for two of his nephews: 12 examples from th e 14th / zorh
een tury are al-Lum'a al-mahdiya ilii 'l-turuq al-'ilmiyya by Hasan al-
M üsawi al-Käzirni (12 72-1354/1 855-1936), technieall y also an
ijäza issued for Mahd! b . Muhammad Tag! al-Isfah än i in 1329/
191 1,1:1 and Hasan al-M üsawi al-Ämili al-Käzimi 's ßllgh),(ltal-tau' iit
fi tabaqiu mashäyikh al-ijazat, an Imämi tabaqät-work which formally
is also an ij'iiza, issued in 1326 /1908-9 fo r Muhamrnad Murtadä
al-Husayni al-janfüri (d . about 133 3/1 914-15) .1.J

The in troduction is followed by the ae tu al content, th e matn of
the document, for wh ieh al-Sam ähiji issu es the license to tra ns-
mit. It is introdueed with the usual phrase Ja-aja ztu lahu .. . an
yarwiya "ann i (P '51) , The license begins with a d etail ed
autobibliographical list of his own works (PP .51-50) whieh th e
reeipient is authorized to transmit. Here he often gives furth er
information abou t things likc thc oc casion, con ten ts, scope , lan -
guage 01' signiticanee ofthe respeetive titles, ,[, Sometimes he notes
the time needed to write the single works'" 01', in the case ofun-
finished works, he notes whieh parts of a work have al ready been
eompleted. ' 7 The autobibliography con tains 45 tirles of the total
58 works known to have been written by al-Samä hiji. The general
phrase at the beginning of the list of works tfa-ajaztu. lahu .. . an
yarwiya "anni .. .), as weil as the preeise information about the in-
div idual titles, indicate that al-Sarnähiji in tended to present a
co rnplete list. The modern-day edi tor of the ij'äza assumes that
the diserepaney between the nurnber oftitles quoted and the to tal
of al-Samähiji's works occurs because al-Sa rnä h iji wrote some works
only after the ijiiza was issued. In addition, al-Sarn ähiji may havc
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left out some titles he deemed less important (P.29) . 18 Al-Samähiji
concludes his autobibliography by pointing out that the au thori-
zatio n to transmit covers all his writ ings, including future ones. !"

Besid es serving other functions, ijäzätalways present self-testi-
monies, in sofar as their issuers themse lves claim, e ither implicitly
or exp licit ly, th e right to transmit certain subjects of knowledge
that they now confer on the mujax.When the muji z issues apermit
oftransm ission for his own works, hi s right to do so is self-evident
an d does not need any further eo mment. When the permit ex-
tends to texts by other authors, however, the mujiz usually id enti fies
those who have transmitred the knowledge to him, in greater or
lesser de ta il. Often in an ijiiza a mujiz indieates hi s social rank
within the scholarly tradition to wh ich he be longs. In the case of
th e most com prchcnsivc ijäzät, composed for the m ost par t by
promin ent schola rs at the height of th e ir careers, the authors
apparen tly sought to establish their own eminent position wirhin
their professio nal circle by mean s of such texts . A typica l eo re
element is often the autobibliography ofthe muj iz; usually a com-
plete list of h is works finished before the issue of the ijiiza, but
often also including unfinished writings and often providing de-
tail s abou t th e size, content or other charac te ristics of the
individual titles . Examples ofautobib liographical lists within ijiiziit
are the ijiiza of th e 'Allärna a l-Hilli for Muhannä' b . Sinän which,
apart from the au tobibliography arranged by discip lines, does not
con tain any orher el emenl ;20 the ij iiza ofIbn Abi j u rnhu r al-AhsaT
(d . after 906 /1 5°1 ) , issued on Monday 10 Jumädä I 896/ 21
March 1491, for Muhammad b. Sälih a l-Gharawi;" the ijiiza al-
kabira of 'Abdalläh al-Tus tari.?" and the ijäza ofYüsuf al-Bahräni
known as Lu'lu'a t al-Ba~!ra)'n; 2 :1 or the autobibliographical ijiizaof
th e Egyptian op h thalmologist and encyclopedian Ib n al-Afkäni
(d .749/1 348 ). 24 Frequently, rather than giving an exhaustive
autobibliography in an ijaxa, a mujiz included on ly a se lec tio n of
his writings."

In addition to authorizin g transmi ssio n of his own works, al-
Samähij i co n fers on Nä sir al -Järüdi th e license to transmit
everything he himselfhas heard from or read to his shaykhs (p .60:
toa-jami' mii sami'tuhu min mashäyikhi ioa-qara'tuhu 'alayhim wa-
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ajäzühu fi). This sets up the framewerk for the structure of the
following portions of the ijäza. Al-Samähiji eliscusses h is different
shaykhs, putting in first p lace his most impo rtant teache r Su laymän
al-Mäh üzi (pp.Go ff.) . From him , al-Sarnähiji heard haditli forwhich
he receiveel two ijiiziis from Sulayman , namely in Sha'bän 1109/
February-March 1698 ancl in th e year 1119/1707-08 (PP'i4,
271 ).2ti Al-Samähiji confe rs on th e mujaz th e license of transmis-
sio n far all the wr itings of al-M äh üzi (pp.n -74: toa-ajaztu lahic ...
jami' rnä sannafahu sha)lkhi tua-ustadhi ... Sulaymän ... al-M ähuzi):
h e then ta kes the occasion to give a detailed but avoweel ly in com-
ple te list ofthe works ofhis shaykh, to praise h im as a scholar, and
to proviele information about his place of origin, dates of birth
and death , biography and p lace of burial (PP.75-80) .27 Moreo-
ver, al -Samälüji con fe rs o n the mujiiz th e right to t ransmit
everyth ing that. Sulaymän al-Mähüzi passed on frorn his shaykhs
(p .So: uia-nui rauui liu. 'a n rnashäyikhihi). Al-Sarnä hiji con tin ues to
discuss seven teachers ofSu laymän, again noting thei r wr itings as
far as he knew or considered them significant, eva luat.ing their
erudition and providi ng biographical data, dates of birth and
dea th , and p lace of burial. Throughout the prese ntation al-
Samäh ij i makes eve ry effort to provide tbe most precise and
complete in fo rmation possible. At. the end of h is re port on al-
Mäh üzi's tr ansmitte rs, he eval uates their re lative significance for
his t.eacher, rating Muhamrnad Bäqir al-Majl isi (1037- 1 I 10/ 1627-
1698) as thc most imp o r ta n t shaykh from whom Sulaym än
received an ijäza (P '9T uia-kiina azam i'timädihifi l-riwaya 'ala'l-
"Alliima al-Majlisi li-ij äza tih i laliu) , immedi a te ly fo llowed by
Su layrnä n b. 'All al-Isba'I al-Shäkh üri al-Bahräni and H äshim b.
Sulayrn än b . Ism ä' Il b. 'Abd a l:Jawäd al-Katkäni (d .r 107/ 1695-
g6 or I 109/1697-98) : Su laymän al-Mähüzi is sa id to have reael to
bo th of th em (P.9T ioa-shnyhhuhu al-shaykh Su lasmiin. b. 'A li li-
qirii' atihi ' alayhi toa'l-Sayyid Hiishimy. As for the other shaykhs
mentioned - Ahmad b. Muharnmad b. Yüsuf b. Säli h al-Maq äbi
al-Bahräni (d.ca. 110 2/1 690- 9 1) , Ja'far b. 'All b . Su laymän al-
Qadami al-Bahräni, ~äli l) b . 'Abd al-Karim al-Bahräni al-Karzakäni
(d . befo re 1128/1 7 I fi) and M JJ\:!::l 111111::ld b . Mäjid b. Mas'fid al-
Mähüzi (d.ca. 1105/ 16g3-94) - Su laymän only attended some
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of th eir lectu res as a liste ue r (P.9T ioa-nmmii biiqihi:[a-bi-l-sama'
minltum fi ba'4 al-majii lis toa 'l-madarisy, Wit h th e excep tio n of
Muharnmad b. Mäjid a l-Mähüzi, al-Sarn ähiji apparently d id no t
meet any of th ese transmitters personall y.

Thereafter, al-Sarn ähiji d iscusses two more of hi s shaykhs :
Muham mad b . Yüsuf b . 'Ali al-N u'aymi al-B iläd i al-Ba hrän i
(d .i 130 / 17 18 ) , who was also a fe llow student with him unelcr
Sulaym än al-Mähüzi (PP.l)4-65, 99-100, 114 ff. ), and Muhamrnad
b. 'Ali b. Haydar al-Makki al-Ämili (d. 1139/ 17 26-27 ) (pp .10 l -

102) ; al-Sarn ähiji says that he had received a licensc of tra nsmission
from both (PP.99, I ()I ) . Accord ing to a marginal note which al-
Samähiji late r added to hi s ijäza, he also received an ijäza from
his teacher 'Ali b. Ja' far b. Sulaym än al-Bahräni (d. r 131 /17 I R-
19) issued in Jumädä I 1129 / April-May 1717., 1; It sho uld be
noted that 'Ali is th e only shaykh whom al-Samähij i mcn rions in
the ijaza without nami ng hi s transm itt ers (P.113 ). As fo r th e re-
maining two shaykhs of al-Sam ähiji, Mahmud b . 'Abd al-Salärn
al-Bahrän i al-Ma'ni (d .ca . 1130 / 17 17- 18 ) (pp .107- 113, 160ft)
and Ahmad b . 'Al i b . Hasan al-Säri (pp. I 17ff) , in fo rmation is
spars e: only th eir p lace of origin is indica ted, namely Ma'n and
Sär, two villages in th e region of Awäl,As for Mahm üd, a l-Samahiji
acids that ar th e time of writing th e ijäza he was almost a hundred
years o ld and had worked as imam in hi s home village.

In discussing hi s sh aykhs al-Sarn ähiji also notes tha t he pe rson-
ally met some oftheir tra nsmitte rs, He srates rh ar he rnet , toget hcr
with his teacher Su laymän al-Mähüzi, Muharn mad b. Mäjid al-
Mähuzi in Maj id 's villag e , a l-Mähüz, under whom both Sulaymän
and Muhammad b. Yüsufhad studied. On this oc casion Sulaymän
and Muhammad b. Mäjid a re re porte d to have di sputed a legal
issue (pp. I 15-116). Al-Sarn ähiji further mentions personal meet-
ings with rwo teachers of h is shaykh Muharnmad al-Makki al-Ämili
on the way to Mecca: Abü l-Hasan b. Muharnmad T äh ir al-Nabäti
(d .1138 / 1725- 26) and Muhamrnad Sh afi ' b . Muhammad 'Ali al-
Astaräb ädi (d .II17/170S-6) (p p.102, 106) .

Pro ceeding from th e list of h is shaykhs and th e ir transmitte rs,
al-Samä hiji th en draws in hi s ijiiza a compre hensive and multi-
branched network of Twelve r Sh i' i scholars with cou n tless chains
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of transm issions. He thereby presents such well-known figures of
lmami schola rship as Muhammad Bäqir al-Majlisi, the most frc-
quently quoted transmitter to whom al-Sam ähiji traces back the
chain s of transm issions of his shaykhs; Bahä' al-Din Muhammad
b . Husayn b. 'Abd al-Samad al-Härithi al-'Ämili (d.1031/162 1),
the Shahi d al-Thani , th e Shahid a l-Awwal Muhammad b. Makki
al-'Ämili (d.786 / 1384) , the 'All äm a al-Hi lli and his students, and
Abü j a'far al-T üsi. Al-Sam ähi ji also in cludes more di sta n t chains
of tra nsmi tters, such as th e seven isnads of Ibn Abi jumhür aJ-
~sa'i (p p .166- 175) ."9

Having re ached Abüja'far a l-Tüsi in hi s p resentation of trans-
mitters, al-Sarn ähij i modi fies h is approach (pp.z aoff) . He no
Ionger fo cuses solelyon the in d ivid ual tr an smi tters but also on
th e ir respeetive writings, fo r which he again indieates th e various
chains of transmission. In do in g so , he does not ini tia lly d iscuss
specific writi ngs, bu t rather the scholar's whole body of works,
briefly described by fonnulae such as j aml' musannafai ioa-manoiya:
al-shaykh / musannafii: wa-marwlyiit al-Sayyid .../ j aml' musannafiü
al-shaykh / musannafia al-shaykh .../ kuiuh ioa-martoisiu al-shaykh
.... T he fundamental organ izational princip le remains, however;
chain s of transm itters are traced backwards chronologica lly - but
as in th e prec eding se ctio n , these chains are again frequently in-
terrupted to indicate a lte rnative chains, The chain s end with
Muhammad b.Ya'qüb al-Ku layni and Ibn Bäbawayh (d .38 1/ 99 1),
whose roures of rran smission are traced hack to th e Imam j a'ta r
a l-Sä d iq (d.148/ 765) (P .253 ), o r through the Im ams to the
Prophet h imself (P.255 ).

Toward th e end of th is sec tion of the text al-Sarn ähiji in d icates
his isniids for quite a few specific works, organized by their res pec-
tive disciplines. H e starts with two individual Irn arni writings, th e
famous p raye r book al-!$a~lifa al-sajjii diyya by the Im am 'Ali b. al-
Husay n Zayn al-'Äbidi n (d.94 / 712 01' 9517 13) and th e epis tle
(risiila) of Ahrnad b. 'Ali al-Naj äshi (cl.450/I058) to th e Im am
j a'far al-Sädiq (PP.256- 257) . He then lists numerous works of
mostly Sun n i authors from th e d isciplines of th e Qur'an read ing
(kutub al-qirii:« wa'l-tajwld) (PP .257- 26o) ,30 linguistics ancllexi-
cography ihutub al-lugha) (pp.26o -262) ,31 and grammal' (kutub



THE lJÄZA 73

al-naluo wa'l-ta$Ti! wa'/-' arü.(l) (pp . 2 6 2-~ 66 ) Y Al-Samähi ji closes
thi s section with two Sunni Qur'anic exegeses, the Kiuib al-kashshaf
'an ~laqä ' iq al-taruilofAbü l-Qä sim al-Zarnakhshari (d ·5381 1144 ) ,
th e Anwär al-tanzil toa-asriir al-ta'ioi l of 'Abdalläh b . 'Urn ar al-
Baydäwi (d. c.7 1( /1 3 10) , and two canonical haditb collec tions of
Sunnis, the $a~l l~L of a l-Bukh är i ( d'~56/870) and the 5;a~Il~L of
Muslim (d .26 1/875) '

In co nclud ing the document, al-Sam ähi ji again emphasizes the
grea t im po rtance of constructing a lin k to the Prophe t and the
Imams by rneans of chains of tran sm ission , by quoting foul' tradi-
tions with isniids go ing back to rhe Prophet and in cluding most of
the Imams, as weil as numero us prominent Twelver Sh i'i scholars
(p ,~70)' In giving hi s chain of transmitters Ior th e first of the four
trad itions, al-Sarnah iji also in d ica tes the precise circumstances
under whi ch he hea rd thi s tradition from his shaykh Su layrnän al-
Mälj üzi.>»
The ijiiza ends with typical sta ndard elements for such texts.

These are co nc ise ly fo rrnulat ed by al-Sam ähiji: h e authorizes th e
mujiu: to tra nsmit th e co n te n ts listed in the ijiiza to whornever he
wants , p rovid ed the mujdz respect~ the usual conditions, and h is
recipien t is ca pable of transmitting th e knowledge to o thers
(P.276) . T he document closes with a colophon and fin al pmyer
(P·277) ·
For al-Samähiji what is most important in hi s presentation of

th e Irnäm i scholarly netwo rk is tl ic gn~alesl possible documenta-
tion . Whenever a sc holar is rnentioned Io r th e first t ime,
al-Samähiji provides info rmation about hirn. The only except io n
to th is occurs in the last pa rt of th e ijäza, in wh ich most of th e
autho rs are Sunnis; there on ly persons who have some relati on-
ship with Twelve r Sh i' isrn a re d iscu ssed (p p .aö i , 263, 265) ' The
total of I 86 en trie s fo r individual scho lars vari es co nsiderably, both
in length and in detail. In some cases a l-Sam ähiji gives on ly cur-
sory information , indica ting, for exarnp le, that a ce r ta in person
was ajurist (e .g. p.2 27: uia-kim a faq ihans orjudge (e .g. p .e efi: 1Oa-
käna qätjiyan) , 0 1' th a t a scholar was an em inen t personality (e.g.
P.143: um-h.nina rajul !ättil; P·191: uia-kdna fä4ilan) . By contrast,
entries on more important schola rs are comprehensive, sometimes
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ru n ni ng to eight pagcs of the prin ted edition .s - As a rule, al-
Samähiji gives informatio n about a scholar's erudition, place of
o rigiu , dates of bi rth and death, or even place of burial, and he
idenri fies eac h pe rson 's writings 0 1' indicates if the person di d not
write anything , ur if he simply had no in fo rma tion about this. At
times al-Sarn ähiji indicates the family relati ons hips between well-
kn own colleagues; so metirncs, he reveals the sourcc of h is
information, suc h as th e ijiiziit ofearlier scholars he had access to
(e.g. pp.1 18, 1 ~ 7 , 177) or staternen ts ofhis teache r (pp .81, 90 ,
134) . Qu ite often he goes beyond th e mere listi ng of facts. He
often classifies in d ividual scholars according to their affi liat io ns
to the Akhbäriyya 0 1' th e Usü liyya, for example. Howeve r, al-
Samähij i does not use these d istinc tio ns as h is so le crite ria for
eva luating individual scholars; h is comments on them 0 1' their
specific writin gs are quite nuanced. In lIlany cases, al-Sarn ähiji
also refers to di scussions of rel evant to p ics in his own wri tin gs.
Khalil b . Ghäzi a l-Qazwini, a ha rdli ner Akhbäri , for ins ta nce , is
repro ached for fals ifying luuiiths (p .1~ 1) ; at the same time , mem-
bers of the Us üliyya are more or less fairly d iscussed by al-Sarnähiji,
d espite hi s so rne times sharp criticism of them. He begi ns his en-
try on th e 'Allä rna al-H illi (pp . 182- 185 ), for ins ta nce, by
appreciating his renuwn and compre hensive learn ing. To be sure,
a l-Sa rn ähiji labels h im as a pure usuli (p .183: kiina u~'üllyan bahtan
ioa-muj tahidan ~'ir!an) and fau lts hirn for nume rous contra d ict ions
and ncgligcncc in h is haditl: co llcctions and legal works, but he
refutes th ejudgrn ent ofMuhammad Am in al-Astaräb äd i th at the
'All ärna was the first to go in th e direction uf in d ependent legal
re asoning. Al-Sarnähiji argues, instead, that th e 'Alläma on ly co n-
tributed to th e sp read of this approach , even if he d id so in a
cruc ial way (P. 183).

Orten al-Sam ähiji extends hi s entr)' o n a scholar to elaborate
on othe r pe rsons who were somehow connected to that scholar,
suc h as family members (pp.öq, 132 , 232), and predecesso rs or
su ccessors in public offices (pp .fiq, I ogtt) ; this is clo ne irrespec-
tive of whe th er or not these persons werc links in h is chain of
transmissio n. ü ne of th e most co rnpre hensive di gressions withi n
th e ijiiza, whi ch precedes th e discussion of al-Samähiji's teache r
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Sulaymän al-Mäh üzi, is th e d e tai led presentati on of seven of al-
Sam ähij is fe llow st uden ts u nder Su laymä n (pp.60-7 1) .
Al-Samähiji h irnsel f stu d ied under only two of them: Ahrnad b.
Ibräh irn b . Ah rna d b. Sälih b . 'Asfur al-Diräzi al-Bahräni (d.r 131/
(7 18) with whom he studied grammar, and under Muhammad b.
Yüsufal-Nu'aymi al-Bilädi, from whom he received an ijaza (PP .99-
100). In a strict1y fun ctional prescntation ofchains oftransmitters
th e other five fcllow studen ts would ac tually have.no plac e in th e
ijäza. Also, wit h regard to o ther persons discussed in d igressions,
al-Samähiji occasional ly points out that they held no posit ion in
his chains oftransmitters. The en try O ll Muharn mad b. Su layrnän
al-Maqabi (d .1085/ 1674) , fo r examp le, is supp lerne n ted by a di-
gressio n on his three sons 'Abd al-Nabi, Sulaymän and Zayn al-Din;
al-Samähiji me t each U[ th e rn personally, but he stresses th a t none
of th em was his transmitter (pp .110- 111). Detail ed in formation
about con temporary scholarly tradition can also be found in th e
Ijäza al-kabira of 'Abdalläh al-Tus tari, who d iscusses 68 scholars
he met personall y durin g his lifetime .äs 1'0 provid e as complete
info rm ation as possibl e, al-Bah räni sim ila rly menrions numeraus
schola rs in h is Lu'lu'rit al-Bahrasn; wh ile he specifies th at he does
not ha ve th e righ t to tra nsm it fro rn th em.
The more al-Sarnä hiji p ro ceeds backwards, the more th e chains

of transmission fan ou t. This can be obscrved already when al-
Sam äh ij i d e sc ribes hi s ow n te achers a nd th e ir immediate
tran smi t te rs . Discussing the tca che rs o[ Su laym än a l-Mä hüzi
(pp.So-qo ), al-Samäh iji names in three ou t of scve n cases th e first
level of transm itt e rs, in th ree cases th e second, and in onI)' one
case the third level. In di scussing th e transmitters of his shay kh
Muharnrnad b . Yüsuf al-Biläd i, al-Sarnä hiji gives not only th e first
but also th e sec ond level of transmitters in t:wo ou t of foul' cases
(Pp.99, 114 ) · For Muhammad b. 'Ali al-Makki al-'Ämili, he gives
two transmitters; fo r one of th ese he names one transmitter, for
the other as many as four. In two of th e four cases their tr ansmit-
ters too a re n am ed (p p. I 0 2- \()5) . In th e ca se o f the fo ur
transmitte rs ofMahrn üd al-Ma' rii, al-Sam ähiji mentions the second
level fo r one of th em and goes as far as the thi rd level for anorher
one of th em (pp. 107 -109) . In th e case of h is shaykh Ahrna d al-



76 SAßINE SCHMIDTKE

Sari (pp.117-1 18) al-Samähiji gives onlyone transminer, but notes
th ree of his tr ansmitters. For one of th ese three he a lso identifies
two further level s of tran sm itters. Inciden ta lly, it is in speaking of
Ahrnad al-Säri that th e te rm !}aylilla (' break ' 0 1' 'separation') is
used in the document for th e first time as an ind icato r ofan alter-
n a tiv e isnäd e lement in the presentation of thc chain of
transm itte rs (p .118). T he farther ba ck al-Sam ähiji moves chrono-
logically, the rno re in complete the chains oftransmitters becomc.
Co rre spondi ngly, alternati ve isnädelemcnts introduced by ~wylilla

become more fr equent. Fu rthe rm ore . expressio ns are used th at
are typi cally emp loyed when the isnäd fans out: 'a n mashayikhihi
(p.86, 106) , 'an masluiyikhihi minhum ... (pp.Sv , 1(7 ), ilä ähhir
asiinidihima (P .150), 'an 'iddat min mashasikhihi ashharuhum ...
( p , 17'3), wa-ghayruhullI m i n al-niash daikh. bi- t uruqi h im ila
mashäyikhih im .. 0 (p .18 2) , ' an jamä'a kat hi ra min taliimi dhat ...
(p,182), 0 " yarwl ' an jamä'a min mashiiyikh. amthaluhum . 00 (p . I 97),
wa-gha)'rihim min al-mashiiyikh. bi-turuq ihim ilä mashhsikhihim (p. I 82),
bi-todsitat [amii'a min mashäyikhihi ... (p. 231), 'an ghayr toahid min
al-thiqat min ashabihi (p.208), rawä 'an j amä'a min asluibih: minlium
... (P.243) ; uia-bi-l-turuq allati dliakarruihii ku llahii ' an ... (P.243),
ratoa 'a nhu jamä'a min ashabihi min hum ... (P.243 ), ioa-liutoa yarwl
'an jamäa min al-thiqiu wa-a'yän al-ruuuit (P.21 8 ), uia-huuia yanul
' an jamo'a min al-ruuuü wa-a'yän al-thiqät (p. 249 ) ; ynrwl'anhu jarnä'a
(P. 25 0 ) , ioa-hu uia yanoi ' an j amä'a (P. 250), rtuoii 'anhu j amä'a
minhum ... (P. 253), ' anjama 'a min ashiihihi minhurn ... (P ·253).
Ano ther fr equently applie d meth od in ijäzät to avo id lengthy

presentations of i.snäd~ is to refer to th e ijäzät ofprcvious schola rs
wh e re these a re fu l ty presen ted. x'' Al-Samä h ij i als o uses this
mcthod to shorte n h is dcscriplio ns; thus, he refers to th e corn-
prehensive ijäza ofthe 'Alläma al-Hilli issu ed to th e Bani Zahra.t?
the comp re hensive ijäzät of th e Shahid al-Aww al and Hasan b. al-
Shahid al-Th äni (d .1011 /16°7), th e Kitäh al-ijäzät ofI bn Tawüs,
and th e Risäla of Ab ü Ghälib al-Zu rä ri (d'368/ 978 ) . :\8 For th e
same purpose al-Samäh iji refers furth er to a nurnber ofbiographi-
cal writings for their lists ofworks and chains of transmitters: th e
Khulasat al-aquuilof the 'Alläma al-Hilli (P .183), th e Fihrist of Ab ü
J a' far al-T iisi (PP.204, 23 8, 256) , th e Kitäb al-rijäl of al-Najäshi,
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and the Fihrist of Muntajab al-Di n (d '57!)/ 1179-80) (PP.23 7,
256) . For the chains oftransmitters of Muhammad Bäqir al-Majlisi,
al-Sarnahiji rcfe rs to the Iormei's Bihiir al-amoiir (p.1 18).

Beeause of the many digress ions , the increasing in eomplete-
ness of isnads and the various methods of presentation that break
up the basi c organizing principle ofprogression backward in time,
th e presentation is sometimes diffi cult to follow. Nonetheless, th e
entirc documenr is bas ed on a weil thought-out organizational
plan th a t is strictly pursued by the author. The numerous cross-
refe rences a re fur ther evid ence ofthe eo herent basic structure of
the ijäza)19
Against the background ofthe ijiizapresented here, one should

question Robert C leave 's thesis that this kind of ijaziit and their
isniuls are above a ll li te ra ry artefacts whose historical value Ior the
reeon structio n of seholarly networks is negligible .!" When assess-
ing th e value ofal-Samähiji 's ijäza as a histo rieal source, one should
differen trate between, on thc one hand , information about his
fellow students, teaehe rs and other contemporaries he met pe r-
soua lly and, on the other hand , preceding generations. His
descriptions oflmämi scholars from the time ofMuharnmad Bäqir
al-Majl isi to the ea rly Islam ic period is basecl exclusively on the
writings of previous authors, particula rly the ijäzät and biographi-
cal literatu re. The value of al-Sarn ähiji's descriptions of scholars
of th e past , thcre fore, lies not so much in his facts, but ra the r in
his comprehensive evaluation ofindivid ual scholars 01' works from
the perspective of the Akhbäri yya. By contrast, the value of al-
Sarnähijis wr itings about the generations of sc holars from
Muharnrnad Bäqi r a l-Ma jlisi up to the time he wrote th e ijäza is
very hi gh as a hi sto rieal source , even in referen ee to facts alo ne.
He me t pe rso nally most scholars ofthis period, and he spent quite
a lon g time with many of them. Moreover, the precision and the
thoroughness with whieh he presents h is material makes it all the
more crecl ible . Fu rthermore . most of th e men portrayed come
from Bahrayn , and th e Imämi scholarly tradi tio n from this area is
less documented th an is th e case with o the r ee ntres of Twelver
Shi'ismY
The hi sto riea l signi ficanee of al-Sam ähiji's ijäza becomes even
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more apparent when one compares his information on Bahrayn 's
scholars with later biographical lit e rature, especially al-Bahräni's
Lu'lu'tü al-Bahrasn, wriuen in I 1R:! / 17G8, .1=) 2 ye cm ; later, Althou gh
al-Bah räni tends not to cite th c ijäZG of al-Samähiji as o ne of his
sources, a comparison of th e respective en tr ies and th eir some-
timcs identical word-for-word formulations indicates that the ijäza
must have been available to al-Bahräni, 'Ali b. Hasan al-Bil äd i al-
Bahräni (d. 1340/ 192 1-22) , who wrote Anwär al-badrayn fi tarajim
'ulama' al-Qa(if uia 'l-A(zsä' uia 'l-Ba~zrayn in th e early 20th centu ry,
systematically draws on al-Samähiji 's ijäzaas a sourec, and he quotes
from it the relevant parts of th e en tries concerned.

Beyond this, the ijäza is a rich source of information about al-
Samähiji's own life and thinking. Thc various bits of testimonies
about himself in it, like hi s autobj bliog'raphy, cross-refererices to
his other writings, reports on personal meetings and othcr bio-
graphical data, have already been mentioned. Last but not least,
th c ijiiza provides ample material about al-Sarn ähiji's position
wirhin the Akhbäriya: th is n eeds to be taken into account alo ng
with h is other works.

Notes

*My thanks go to Mohammed Ali Am ir-Moezzi, Etan Kohlberg and par-
ticularly tu Elizabeth Pond, fo r valuable commen ts on an earlie r draft uf
this articlc .

I. See the methodological proposals o f'j a n ] . Witkam, 'The Human
Element Between Text and Reader: Thc Ijäza in Arabic Manuscripts,' in
Yasin Dutton, ed. The Codiology 01lslamicManuscripts. Pmce edings of th e
Second Confcrcnce ufAl-Furqän Islamic Heritage Foundation, 4- 5 Oe-
ccmber 1993 (London, 199:»), P.131; and ofR.Y. Ebied and MJ.L. Young,
'New Light on the Origin of th e Term "Baccalau rca tc", ' Islamic Quarlerly,
18 (1974) , P.7. Specific corpora of unly tcxt-bouud ijiiziitare analysed in
Georgcs Vajda, Les Certificates de lecture et de transmission dans les manuscrits
arabes de la Bibliothequ« Nationale de Paris (Paris, 1956) and in PiCHe A.
MacKay , 'Certifica tes of Transmission on a Manuscr ipt uf the Maqiirniil
of Hariri (M .S. Cairo, Adab 105),' TAPS, NS, 6 1 (197 1) , pp. 1- 8 1. For
exarnples of tcxt-indcpendenl ijl/,zr/.!, see I he st ud ies of Rohen Gleavc .
"The Ijiiza frorn Yüsuf al-Bahräni (d . I IR6/ 1772) to Sayyid Muhamrnad



THE y ÄZA 79

Mahdi Bahr a l-'U lüm (d. 1~ I ~ / 1797-8) ,' lran . j ournal of the British Insti-
tu te or Persion St udies, ~ 2 (1 994) , pp. I 15-12~ , and Adam Gacek 'The
Dipl oma ofthe Egyptian Ca lligrapherHasan al -Rushd l, "MME, 4 (1989),
PP.44-55 . For fu r ther investigations in th is ficl d it is helpful 10 consult
indices of i;äzrlt , for the Im ämi yya setllp in Aghä Buzurg al-Tihrän i, al-
l)/uu'i' a ilii ta~äniral~\'lü'a (Beirut, 14° 3- 6 / 1 98~-86 ) , vol .r , PP .13 1-266,
vol .t I , PP. 13- 20 , and also in d ices of issue rs and recip ients of ijiiziit in
ca ta logues of manuscripts, fo r example in Ahmad a l-Husayni, Fihrist-i
ulIskluLlul-Ji kh a!(i-Ji kitabkha na-yi "umii mi-yi Hadrat-i Ayat A lliih al-'upnii
Nnja]! Mat ' ashi (Qurn rn , 1 41 ~ /1991 -92 ) , index to vo lume I , pp . ~l g­

~51 ; sec also Wilhe lm Ahlward t, Verzeichn iss der arabischen Handschriften
(Be rl in, 1887), vol.r , PP.54-95. The man)' kutub al-ijiuiu; co rnp ilations
of ijäUlt co p ies, shou ld also be co nsulte d: fo r a sllrvey of suc h co llec tio ns
in Twelver Shi 'i Islam, sec Äghä Bu zurg a l-Tihräni, Dharia; vol.r , PP.123-
131 . New exam p les o f suc h hutub a l-ijiiza! are the compilations of
Muhamrnad Bäqi r a l-Majlisi (d . I I 10/1 (99) , J;iiziit al-luulitlr allat i katabahii
... al-Maiuli: Muhammad Bäqir al-Majlisi al-Isfahiini, ed .Ahnrad al-Husayni
(QUill III , 14 10 / 1989- 90) 0 1' th e co mp ila tion cdite d by Mahm üd al-
Mar'ashi co ntaining th e ijiiziit, wh ieh h is fat he r Muharn mad Husayn
al-Mar'ashi ( I:~ 15-1 4 I 1.1I 897- 199°) received in the course of h is life
( ,t fusa lsaliit fl 'I-ijiiziit mU!ltmviyya 'a lii ijiiziit ' 1I1a11lii' al-ls liim fl haqq uuilidi
al-'Allflma Äyat A lläh al-iuznu: al-Sayyid Abi'l-Ma'ä li Shihiib al-Din al-Hususni
al-Mat' ashi al-Najafi 1-2 (Qumrn, 141 6/ 199fJ-9{)) ' The Mu stadrak Biluir
al-aumiir ofMlll} ammad b. Rajab 'A li al-Tihrani al-'Askari (d.13 71.1 1952),
by con trast, co ntain ing among o thcrs a suppleme n ta ry volume to al-
Majlisi's Kitäb al-ijiiziit (cf. Ägh ä Buzurg al-Tihräni, Dluui'n, vol.e i , PA,
nO.3( 75 ) seerns 10 h(~ los t. The book was neve r p llb lished . The origina l
copy was kn own to he in th e possession of the authors SO ll , Najm al-Din
al-'Askari, himsel f a respecied re lig ious leade r and scholar who lived in
the Käzimi yya di st ric t of Baghdad . Afte r the lattcr' s death in 1396/ t 976,
his co lle clio n of manuscripts was seized by th e government of Iraq un-
der th c law for p reserva tion of natio na l cu ltural herna ge of Iraq . Nothi ng
has been heard about the co llec tion sincc. (I am indebte d to Hossei n
Modarr essi for this in fo rmati on ). Auempts to examine th is ge nre more
profoundly have becn made by .JJ Wi rkam (' Human Element') , 'Abd
Allah Fayyäd, al-ljiizii! al-' ilmiyya 'inda 'l-Mus limin (Bag hdad , 196 7) , who
especially cons idered Twe lve r Shi 'i material , and by Qäsim Ahmad al-
Sämarr ä 'i , ' al-Ijäza wa-tatawwuruhä al-ra' rikhi, ' ' Älam al-kutu b, 2 (lg81 ) ,
PP·278-285. Für reports on th e courses of stud ies, see Cha rles Pellat .
'Fah rasa,' Eh ,vol.s, PP .743-744; 'Abd al-'Aziz al-Ahwä ni, ' Ku tub baramij
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al-tu lamä' fi ' l-Andalus, ' /vla jallat ma'had al-maklü iüiit al-'ArabiJJa, I ( I ,n51
1955). PP ·91-1 zor j acque line Sublet. ' Les Maltres ct lcs e tudes de deux
traditionnistes de lepoque mamelo uke . Al-Mash ya kha a l-Bäs im a li1-
Qibäbi wa Fäuma de Ibn Hajar al-Asqal än i . Etude ana lytiquc ,' BEO, 2 0
(1967) , pp.7-99 ;ArthurJ. Arb erry, 1\ Tuidfth-ceruury ReadingList:A Cluipter
in Amh BibliographJ (Lo ndon, 1951) . For certificates of hcaring, see ~aläl~

al-Din al-Munajjid , ' Ijäzät al-samä' fi'l-rnakht üt ät a l-qadima , ' IHajaliat
ma' had al-maklüiuii: al-'Arabiyya, I ( 137 :jl 1955) , PP.232-251 , and Stcfan
Leder, 'Hörerze rt ifikate als Dokumente für die islamische Lehrkultur
des M iu.e la lte rs ;' in Ra i f Georges Kh oury, ed . Urk u n de n und
Urkundenformu la re im Klassis chen Altertum und in den orient alis chen Kultu ren
(Heidelberg, 1999) , Pp·147-166.

2. Ed . Mahdi al-'Awäzim al-Qatifi (Qumm, 141g1 I g98- m)) . Sec also
Aghä Buz urg, Dluui'«. VOI.I, P.205 , nO.107 1.

3. FOI' a l-Samähij i , sec Andrew.J. Newm a n , "T hc Nature 01' t h e
Ak hbäri z Us üli Disp ute in Late Safawid Iran . Part I : 'Abd a llä h al-
Samähiji 's Munya! al-M umarisin; IlSOA5i, 55 (1992 ), pp.22-5 1; idcm,
'The Nature of the Akhbäri / Llsu ll Dispute in La te Salawid Iran , Part 2:
The Contliet Reassessed ,' BSOAS, 55 ( 1992) , pp.250- 26 1; 'Ali b . Hasan
al-Bilädi al-Banräni, Anwär al-badrayn Ji tariijim ' ulama' al-Qa{ifllla 'l-A~lsii'

tua 'I-Ba~l1'(lyn (Naj af, 1377/ 1957;rcprin ted Qumm , 14071 ' g8G) , PP.17°-
175 nO.77; 'Abda lläh al-Musawi al-jaz ä'i rf al-Tustari, al-ljiiza al-ltabira, ed .
Muharnrnad al-Samärni al-Hä'i ri (Qumm, 14°91 1988-89), pp.200-2 10;
Muhammad Bäq ir al-Khwäns äri, Rauida! al-januiü Ji aluoiil al-'u lanul ' uia'1-
siidiu; vols 1- 8 (Qunuu , 1392/ 1972) , vol.a, P.247; Yusuful-Bah räni .
Lu'lu'at al-Bahrayn , .d . Muharnmad Sädiq Al Bah r al-Ulüm (Najaf, 13861
1966), pp.g6-1O:~ , 110 .:\8 . Für Nasir al:J al'ürli , s( ~~ al-Bahräni, illlwär al-
badram, pp.2~17-299, no.g; Muhsin al-Amin , A'yrlll al-Shi'« (Bcirut, ' 4031
1983), vol. i 0, p .2U2.

4. It seems clear that th is ijaza was issu ed at least three yea rs before
the one discussed in this artic le: this concIusiun is based on another
ijäza of al-Samähiji at the end 01'hi s Munyat al-mumiuisinfi ajioibatsu 'Miit
al-shuyk l: Yiisin (comple ted in 1125/1 7 12), issued to Yäsin b. Saläh al-
Din a l-Bilädi: sec Newman, Nature, VOl.I, P.23 ; fo r the ijaza to Yäsin b .
'Ali a l-Bilädi, cf. Äghä Buzurg al-Tihränl, Dhoii 'c. vol .r , P.205 no.r oj e .

5. Al-Samähiji complctes the enumeration 01'works heard with him
as fo llows (P' 51) : wa -glwymhii min masii 'il mutabaddidn fi mu jalis
mutu'adtlida Ji sa'ät wa-ayyn m toa-sliuhitr uia-aui an; Ji kathir min al-' ulum
ma'l-funim min al-sliuriil: toa 'l-muticn.

6. For this type, see al-Tustari, al-Ijaxa al-kabira, PP .47 -49. Rcciprocal
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lie e nses 01' transmission were cxchangcd , fo r e xam p le , between
Muh ammad Baqir al-Maj lisl and Muhammad b. al-Hasan al-Hu rr al-Ämil!
((1.1104/ Il;~l3) ; cf, Agha BlIzurg al -Tihräni, Dlwfi'a,VOLl, P.2 ~}3 nO.1226
b; al-Samähiji , Ij iiza , p.104 . In the case 01'Muhammad Husayn al-Mar'ashi
(d .1411 / 1990) . there were reciprocalliccnses between him arid 'Abd
al-Wäsi' b. Yahyä al-Wäsi'i (1295-1379/ 1878-1959). Mu hamrn ad Sädiq
AI ßah r al-'Ulüm ( 1315- 1399/ 1 8 ~)8-1 9 7 9 ) and Agha Buzurg al-Ti hrani
( I 2 93- 138~)/ 18 76-1 ~170 ) ; cf . Musalsalat, vol.r , pp.xxii , xxiv, xxv.

7. See Muhamrnad Bäq ir al-Ma jlisi, Biharal-anuuu; cd..Jawäd al-'Alawl
(Tehran , 1376-'405/ 1957-85). vo1.108 . pp.8ti--87 . 9 1 ff, 10 1-106, 1 10-

11 3.11 8-ll g .
8 . al-Tustari, al-Ijäza al-kai/im, pp.fj- 12 and passim.
g. P.50: iltamasa minni aydan an ujizaliu fi jami' ma ano ihi ton-an ubihahu.

riwäJfl 1 kull m« adrihi ioa-ma [ara bihi qalam i fi 'l-tasnif uia-m/i anoihi ' an
1nashiiyikh l ioa-rijal al-hadith mimmii ittasala t hih i silsi la! al-iw" , d ilii .,iidii.tnl-
l ibiui uia-dhak hirat al-nas fi l-ma' üd.
10. Yüsuf al-Bahräni ad ds to h is in troductions 01'd iffe rent ijazat that

in h is time it was no Ionge r important to attest to th e aut henticity of the
co ntents of transmission; bccause ofthe rieh documen tat iou th e authen-
ticity is beyond qucstion; sec a l-Bahräni, l .u' lu'tu al-Bahrasn, P.5 ; Gleave,
Ijaza, pp . I 16-1 17.

I I . P.50: ton-an. adhkura lahujumla min al-turuq toa 'l-kutub allat i ahiüa
hilui ' ilmi um-balaghalu) [ahmi min turuq al-khhssa um-mit illaf aqal min turnq
al-iamma li-takii na ijaza tamma wa-fii 'ida ' iumna ...
12. Yüsuf b . Ah rna d al-Bahränl, Luluat al-Bahrasn, cd. Muharnrnad

Sad iq AI Ba1.11' al-'U lüm (Na jaf, 1386/l g( 6 ) . For th is work , cf. Marco
Salati. 1.11' lu 'ru al-liahraynfi l-ijaza li-qurra tav al-' {/)'n di Shaykh Yusu f h. Ahmad
al-Bahrani (r t o y-«: t 86 / r695- 177 2): per io st iulio della sh/ 'a di Bahrayn.
In: Annali Ca ' Foscari, 28 (1 989 ) . p p. 1 I 1-1 4fj.
13. See Agha BlIzurg al-Ti hräni, Dharia, vo1.18 . PP .354- 355 nO·4 fj2.
'4. lbid., vo l.g , P.137. nO.464. For further exam p les, cf. Musalsalat,

vol, I . pp .x-xi.
15· See. for examp le , P'53 no. fi ; P'54 nos 7. 8. 9; PP ·54- 55 no. 13;

r·S5 nO.15 ; P'56 nO.22 ; P·fj7 nO·30; P'58 nos ~tl. 35, 36; P' 59 nos 39. 4 1;
p.60 nos 42,44 .
16. P.5 2 nO.2; P.53 nO·5·
17· P·5 1. nO.I ; P·55 nO.20 ; p·St) nO.24 ; P'58 nO<II ; P·59 nos 37, 38.
18. Such auelIl pL~ 01'ex p lanation are no t fu l ly satisfying. For examp le,

on e 01' the impo rtan t writings 01'al-Samähiji , iHuuYfl l al-mumiirisin, com-
pletcd in 1125 /171 2. thrcc ycars be to re the ijiiza, is missing in the
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autobibliography. Perhaps he did not mention the work because Näsir
al:lärüdi is quote d in it as hi s tr ansmitter,
19. P. 60: roa-jami' ma jarii bihi qalami fi 'l-usu l wa 'ljurn' fi 'l-ma'qul wa 'l-

mashru' ioa 'l-haioas hi toa 'l-quyiul mimma kana ato yakunu in sha'a llali ta' iilii
ioa-min al-insha' iu toa'l-nuzum toa-ma "ulima annahu rnin masmu' iüi ioa-
maqru' iiti aui rnnjiiziitZ.
20. Printed in al-Maj lisi, Bihar al-an ioar, vol. roj , pp .147-149. See also

Aghä Buzurg al-Tihrä ni, Dluui'u, VOLl, P. 178 nO.9 11.
21. Ms. Dublin, Chester Bcatty, 38 1O:328r-329v; see. S. Schmidtke ,

The ologie, Phi losophie u nd klystik im zwölj"erschiitischen Islam des 9·/15 0

Ja hrhunderts. Die Gedanken toelten des Ibn Abi [umhiir al-A~!sii'l (um 838/
T434-35 - nnclt 9°6/15°1 ) (Leid en , 2000) , P·270·
22. Pp. 50-57.
23. His autobibliography (PP.446-449) is part of a large autohiogra phi-

cal c ntry set by a l-Bahrani at the end of his ijll z.a (PP.442-449) 0

24 . Described byJJ. Wit kam, 'Lists of Books in Ara bic Manuscripts,'
Manu scripts o] theMiddle East, 5 ( 1990-9 1), pp.126-130.
25. So Muhaqqiq a l-Karaki in hi s ijiiza issucd inJumädä II 9341 Feb-

ruary-Ma rch 1528 tu 'All b . 'Abd al-'Ali al-Maysi (d.938/153 1-32) and
tu h is son Ib r äh im b . 'All b . 'Abd al-'Ali al-Maysi (p rinted in al-Majlisi,
Hi(ulr, VOL108, Pp.4o-49 nO.34 ) ; further, several ijiizii t of Sulaym än al-
Mähüzi, and some ijiiziit of al-Majlisi, see Agha Buzurg al-Tihräni,Dhari:a,
vol. l ,p. 149 no.712, p.15ono·715,P·151. llo ·7 2Ü, P. 197 nO.l022,
1024-
26. See also Ägha Buzurg al-Tihränl, Dhnria, VOL l , P . 197 nO.1022.
27 . 1'·75: um-lalui musannafat kathira taqrubu min sittinmusannafan au

akthar ... [a-lladlii yaluiuruni al-ana min asma' iha uia-tadiulilui . ..
28. Pp. 17 , I I ,~ n.4; cf. also al-Bahran i, Anwiir ul-lnulrayn , p . I 24 ·
29. Fo r an analysis of Ibn Ahi Jllm hür 's chains of transmitters, see

Schmid tke , Theologie, Philosophie und klystih, Supplement 3.
30. Mention is made of the Ki t äb al-taysirji'l-qira'iü al-sab' ofAbü 'Alm

'Uth rnän b . Sa'Id al-Däni al-Qurtub i b . al-Sayra fi al-Umawi al-Muniri
(d.4441 1053) , th e llirz al-amii ni wa-wajh al-talui n i (' al-:'ihii liblya') ofAbu 'l-
Qasim b. Firruh al-Ru'ayni al-Shä tibi (d .590/ 1194 ), the Kitab al-mujiz
ji 'l-qirii' iit and the Ki tiib al-ri' iiyafi taj ioid al-qira'a ioa-tah qiq lafz al-ti liuoa of
Abu Muhammad Makki b . Abi T älib I:Ial11111 üsh al-Qaysi (d-437/1045 )
as weil as h is remairring wo rks (wa-büql knluh Makki ... ) ; K. al-lr!ii~! fi '1-
waqlwa 'l-ibtul ii' of Mu ha mrnad b. al-Qäsim b. Muhammad b. Bashsh är b .
al-Anbäri (d .328/940) and h is other works; K. al-Sub'afi manazil al-qurrit'
of Ahmad b . Müsä Ibn Mujähid al-Mu qri ' (d.324/936).
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31. Quotcd are 1äj al-lugha wa-~i~la~t al-'arab'iya of Ism ä'il b . Hammäd
al-Iawhari (d' 393/ l o03 or 398 or 400), Islal: al-mantiq of Abü Yusuf
Ya'qüb b . Isl}äq b . a l-Si kki t (d . 24 3 / 85 7 ), al-lamh ara Ji'l-lugha of
Muhamrnad b. al-Hasan b. Durayd al-Azdi (r1.321 /933), al-Glunibavn
gltmi bay al-Qm)an toa 'l-sun na of Ab ü 'Ubayd Ahmad b. Muharnmad a l-
Harawi al-Fash äni (Bash äni) (d '40 I / 101 I ) as weil as his entire writings
( ioa-jami' rnu~'{lnn {lJll tih i), al-Mujmal ji 'l-lugha ofAbu'f-H usayn Ahmad b.
Faris b. Zaka riyä' hHabib al-Qazwini al-Hamadhä ni al-Räzi (d'395/IOOS
or 396), al-Fasi h ofAhrnad b. Yahyä T ha' la b (d.2 9 1/ 904) an d al-Qärnits
ai-multi ; uia-l-qabas (a l-qabits) a l-tcasi t of Muhamrnad b. Ya'q üb al-
Fir üzäbadi (d. 81 7/ 14I S).
32 . Me nti oned a re al-Aifiya of Muhamrnad b. 'A li b. Malik al-T ä'i al-

Jayyälli (d .672/ 1273) , a ll the writi ngs ofTl thrn än b. Abi Bak r b. al-Häj ib
(d. 646/1 249), al-Lumafi l-na~tw ofAbll'I-Fatl) 'Uthmä n b.j inni (d .39 2/
10(2) and all his rcmaining writings (j am.l' kniuh Ihn Jinn l) ; as wc ll as all
the wri tin gs of th e fo llowiu g per'su IIs: Mawh üb b. al-Khadir b . al-Iawäliqi
(d' 539 /11 44 ), Yahyä b. 'A ll b . al-Kha tib al-T ibrizi (d'502/ 1109), Abü
'All al-Färisi (d .377/987), 'Isä b . Ibrähi rn al-Ra ba'i (d '48o/1087),
Muhammad b . al-Sari Ibn al-Sarräj (d.;p6/928), Ib räh im b . al-Sari al-
Zaij ~j (d·311/923 ), Abu' l-'Ala' a l-Ma'arri (d'449/ 1057 ), Abu' l-'Abbäs
Muh ammad b. Yazid al-Muba rrad (d. 285/8g6 01' 28G/ 8g7), Abu 'Umar
Sälih b. Ish äq al-ja rm i (d .2 25/ 839) , 'A l-id al-Harnid al-Akhfash a l-Akba r
(d .1771793) , Sibawayh (d. p res umably 180 /796) , Abü 'Abd al-Rahmän
al-Khalil al-Faräh id i (d. i Go / 77G or 175179 1) . I was unablc to identify
two furth e r g rammariam men tioned by a l-Sam ähiji , a l-T ham änin i and
Abu 'I-l:Jasan [ibn ] 'A bd al-Wä r ith .
33 . P.27 1: uia-hutua mimma akhbarani sha skhi ... Su lasman [al-M iihuzi] ...

qira' otan fi Bandar Kunk fi shahr aioa' il Slta' ban fi'l-sana 11° 9 'an 'i dda t
rnin mashiiyikhihi bi-amoa' iuruq al-tahummul azamulium Muhammad Biiqir
al-Majlisi ... ; P .27 2: wa-rawaytu hiulli a 'l-liaditli 'an shay khi al-'A lliima
[Sul ayrn än a l-Mäh üzl ] sanuian. minhu bi-qiriiat .. . 'All b. 'Abdalläh b. Sa'id
al-Isbai (before 1077/ l 6G6- 67 - 1127/171 5 ) bi-l-tariq al-madhkur....
34 . T he must ex te nsive en trie s are dedica ted tu Sul aymän al-Mähü zl

(PP.73-80) , Muhamrnad Bäqir al-Majlisi (PP.90-97) and Muhsin Fayd
al-Käshäni (d.1 091 /1680) (p p . 121-129 ) .
35 . Pp .1 20 ff. In add itio n, al-Tus tari has a very de tailed entry O ll al-

Sam ähiji, whom he never met pe rsonall y (p p .200 Ir) .
36. At tirnes , ijiiziil also co ntain pa rt ial or complete re productions of

ijüzii.tfro rn previous scho la rs; p robably thc earlics t example is an ijiua of
Abu Gh älib al-Zu räri (d .368/978), drawn up in 3SG/ 967 an d bro ugh t
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up to date in 367/978; cf. Äghä ßuzurg a l-Tihräni, Dhrni'ri, VOLL, PP.143-
144; vol.e , P.465 no. d~07; Ahnr ad Monzawi and 'Ali Naqi Monzawi,
'Bibliographies and Catalogucs. ii. In Iran ,' EIl?, vol.q , P.~~7 no.u ; Etan
Koh lberg. 'AI-U~ül al-Ad1a'umi'a,' ./SAI, 10 (1987), P.135 . See also the
ijaza of lb rähü n b . Sulaymä n al-Qatifi issued to Shams al-Di n Mu harnmad
b. Tu rki (p rint ed in Bihic: al-antuar. vo1.108, pp .89-106 n0-44, which
contains a complete rc producti on of the ijiiza frorn Fak hr al-Muhaqqiq in
to Shams al-Din Mu hamma d b, Sadaqa, PP.97-1 01 = Dluui 'o,VOLL, P.23()
no .1239). Furthermore . the ~jiiZfl of Mu hammad b. 'Ali b. Mu hamrnad
b . Muhammad b. Kh ätü n a l-'Äm ili. issucd to the Mu haqq iq a l-Thäni
(d .940/ I fJ34) (p rinted in Bi luiral-antoar. vol.t 08 , pp.2o-27 nO.30) ,which
co nta ins a cornpletc rcproduction of t.he autobib liographical ijaza
(p p.21 -23) from the 'Alläma al-Hi lli to Muhannä' b. Sinän (= Dhari'a,
vol. i , P.178 nO.9' I), ofthe ijiiza (PP.24-26) from the 'AlIäma a l-Hi lli to
Mu h an nä' b . Sinä n d a ted Dh l! '1-J::I ~ij a 7 19 / J anua ry-FehnJ ;lI'Y 1320 (=
Dharia, VOL L, P. 178 no.qi o ) , and of th e ijäZfl from Ibn Fahd al-H illi
(d .841 /1 437-8) to Shams al-Din Muharnmad b. al-Hasan al-H ülän i al-
' Ämi li, da tcd Frida y, 19 Dhu ' l-Hijja 8 25/ 4 December 14 22 (= Dharia,
VOLl , P.144 no.(78) (P ·27)·
37. 1'. 186: um-lahu [= Ahrnad b . Muhammad b. Zahra a l-Ha labi] ijaza

malih n 11Ii n al-'A lliima [al-Hilli] tadammanat al-aluunm min al-turuq ila a~~/äb

al-tasanif uia-qad ajaztu li-nuuuliinii rilllä)'atahu ' unni ' an mas havikh: 'an al-
'Allama 'an ja 111i' 11Ul tadammanathu min al-turuq IW11Ia aja üu laliu riwii)'at
lila taqaddama khusii san nui tadammanathu ijäzät al-mashhsikh bi-jami'
iuruqihim; see also PP.256-257.
38 . Pp. 256- 25T toa-ka-dlui lika bäqi al-mashiiyikli al-madhk urin fi ijiiziit

asluibina ka-ijazat al-shaykti Hasan [p rin ted in Biliär al-anuidr,vol, 109 , PP.3-
79 uo .63 ] uut 'l-Shuhid al-aunoal [p r in ted in Bi hiir al-an tuar, vo l. 107,
pp.186-192 no .e i ] tua-ijaza! al·' ,lllä ma li-Abi 'l-Hnsan 'All b. Ibräh1111 b.
Muh ammad b. Abi' l-Hasan b. Abi 'l-Mahiisin. Zuhra al-Husayn i al-Siidiqi
[printed in Bihiiral-aruoar, vo1.107, pp.6o-1 37 , no.6] ioa-Ki tiib al-ijäzlit
li 'l-Sasyid Rad i al-Din. 11m Tiuous ioa-Risa lat A bi Ghalib al-Zuriiri [and not,
as the ed ition has it: al-Razzäzi] [a-innahii lam ta~I (lllmi al-iina wa-11/ä lam
)'urlhkarfihii.fa-11/ u~/ al ' al« l-tattabu' .. .; cf. also P.2{)5 .

;39. Pp. 105, 109, 186 : al-mutaqaddim dhikruhu;p.105 : al-madhk iu; P·9g :
al-ati dhihruhu: P.193: uia-qad dliukira;P.207: uia-sa-ya't i dh ikruliu; pp.217,
2 20 : tou-qtul taqiuldama dhikruhu; p.239: ioa-sa-ya' ti al-isluim ilashii; P.2;38:
kuma taqaddamat al-ishara ila)'hi; p.242: iou-qtul taqaddamafima mada;p.242 :
ioa-qad taqaddama ta'ri] ...
40. Gleave, "T he Ijüzu, ' pp.120- 12 I .



41 . A survcy of the biogra p hica l lite ratu re o f th e Imam iyya is provided
by Angclo Ario li, ' In tro duzio ne all a studio del ' Ihn a r-rijal imarnita : lc
fonti, . in Jacqueline Suhlet, c d . Cah iers d 'onomast iqu e nrabe (Pa ris, I D 7 ~) ) .

PP.5 1-89' The foll owing wo rks dcaling in particular with ßahrayn sup-
ple ment these sources: Su laymän a l-Mäh üzi, ' Ulam ii' al-Ba~ml)'n and
] awiihir al-Bahrayn fi "ulama' al-Bahrayn printed in id em , Fihrist A l ßiibüya
ioa-iu lama' al-Ra~mlyn, ed . Ahmad al-Husayni (Qumrn, 14°4/1983-84 );
Yüsuf'b. Ahrnad al-Bah räni, Lu' lu'at al-Bahrasn; 'All b. Hasan al-Bil ädi al-
Bahr än i, Anwiir al-badravn; Hashim Muharnmad al-Shakhsi, A'liim Hajar
min al-nuulin. ioa-l-mu' Ii sirin (Be iru t. 141 0 / 1990 ) ; 'Abd a l-'Azim a l-
Muhrad i al-Bahräni, 'Ulumii' al-Bahravn: Durüs toa-'ibar (Beirut, 14 14 /
1994 ) . For Im ämi scholarly culturc in Bahrayn , se e alsoJuan R.I. Co le,
'Rival Empires 01'Trade and Imam i Shi'ism in Eastern Arabia ;' 1300-
1 8 0 0 , UMES, 19 ( 1987) , pp.I77-204; Ali Ahrncd a l-Oraibi , Shi' !
Rrnrusso nre: A Case Sind)' 0/ the Tlieosophical School 0/ Buhrain in the 7 thl
13th Century (Ph.n . thesis, Unive rsity ofToronto, 1992) .
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