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TO'THE RIGHT HONOURABLE
Mr. PITT.
STR?,

NEVER poor Wight of a Dedica-
tor had lefs hopes from his Dedica-
tion, thanThave from this of mine;
for it is written in aby-corner of the
kingdom, and in a retired thatch’d
houle, where Ilive, in a conflant
endeavour to fence againft the in-
firmities of ill health, and other
evils of life, by mirth; being firmly
perluaded that every time a man
[miles ;—but ‘much " more fo, when
he laughs , it-adds fomething to this
Fragment of Life,

I humbly beg, Sir, that you will
honour this book, by taking it—
(not under your Protection, — it
mult protect itfelf, but )~into the
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country with you; where, if I am
ever told, it has made you [mile,
or can conceive it has beguiled
you of one moment’s pain-1 fhall
think myfelf as happy as a minil-
ter of ftate; — perhaps much hap-
pier than any one (one only ex-
cepted ) that I have ever read or
heard of.

Iam, great Sir,

(andwhat is more to your Honour)
Iam, good Sir,

Your Well:wifher , and <

meft humble Fellow fubject ‘

Ter AuTuoOR



THE
LIFE and OPINIONS

-0 F
TRISTRAM SHANDY, GENT.

G AP T8

I WISH either my father or my mother,
or indeed both of them, as they were in
duty both equally bound to it, had mind-
ed what they were about when they begot
me; had they duly confidered how much
depended upon what they were then
doing;—that not only the production of
a rational Being was concerned in it, but
that pollibly the happy formation and
temperature of his - body, perhaps-his ge«
nius and the very caft of his mind ;—and,
for aught they knew to the contrary , even
the fortunes of his whole houle might take
their turn from the humours and difpofi-
tions which were then uppermoft ;— ~-
Had they duly weighed and confidered
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all this, and proceeded accordingly ,—<I
am verily perfluaded IThould have made
a quite different figure in the world, from
that in which the reader is likely to fee
me.— —Believe me,  good folks, this is
not [o inconfiderable a thing as many of
you may think it;—you have all, I. dare
fay, heard of the animal [pirits, as how
they are transfuled from father to fon,
elc. etc.—and a great deal to that pur-
pole:—Well, you may take my word,
that nine parts.in ten of a man’s lenle or
his nonfenle, his [uccelles and mifcarriages
in this world, depend upon their motions
and activity, and the different tracts and
trains you put them into, [o that when
they are once [et a-going, whether right
or wrong, 'tis not a half-penny matter,
—away they go cluttering like ‘hey-go-
mad: and. by treading the lame Beps
over and over again, they prefcntly make
aroad of it, as plain and as [mooth as a
garden-walk , which, when they are once
uled to, the devil him(lelf fometimes (hall
not be.able to drive them off it.

Pray my dear, quoth my mother , ‘have
you not forgot to wind up the clock?—
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~ ——Good G— —1 cried my father,
making an exclamation , «+but taking care
to maderate his voice at the fame time >
— — ~Did ever woman, fince the crea~
tion of the world, interrupt a man with
luch a filly quefion? Pray, what was
your father [aying ?—Nothing.

(CAEEA B H:

'—“THEN, pofitively, there is no-
thingin the quefiion thatI can fee, either
good or bad.— —Then, let me tell you,
Sir,.it was a very unleafonable queftion at
leaft ,— —becaule it fcattered and difperfls
ed the animal fpirits, whofe.bulinels it
was to-have efcorted and gone hand in
hand with the Homuncurus, and con-

ducted him.fafe to the place deftined for
his reception.

The HomuncuLus, Sir, in however low
and ludicrous a light he may appear in
this age of levity, to the eye of folly or
prejudice ,—to the.eye of realon .in [cien-
tific refearch, heftands confelled —a Beine
guarded ,and circumflcribed with rights.—
The minuteft philofophers, who, by the
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‘by , have the mof enlarged underfiand-
ings, their fouls being inverfely as their
inquiries , fhew us inconteftably, that the
HomuncuLus is created by the fame hand,
—engendered in the fame courle of nature,
—endowed with the fame loco-motive
powers .and faculties with us:— —That
he confifts as we do, of [kin, hair, fat,
flefh, veins, arteries, ligaments, nerves,
cartilages, bones, marrow , brains, glands,
genitals, humours, and articulations s—is
a being of as much activity ,—and, in all
fenfes of the word, .as much and as truly
our fellow-creature as my Lord Chancel-
lor of England.—He may be benefited, —
he may be injured ,—he may obtain re-
drels;—in.a word, he has all the claims
and rights of humanity , which Tully,
Puffendorff, or the belt ethic writers allow
to arife out of that fiate and relation.
Now, dear Sir, what if any accident
had befallen him in his way alone?—or
that, through terror of it, natural to fo
young a traveller, my little gentleman
had got to his journey’s end milerably
{pent; his mulcular ftrength and virility_
worn down to a thread ;—his own anima!
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fpirits ruffled beyond deflcription ,~—and
that in this (ad difordered Rate of nerves,
he had lain down a prey to [udden Rarts,
or ‘a [eries of melancholy dreams and
fancies, for nine long months together.—
I tremble to think what a foundation had
been laid for a thouland weaknefles both
of body and mind, which no Ckill of the
Phyﬁcian or the philofopher could ever
afterwards have fet thoreughly to rights.

C.H AR,

TO my uncle Mr. Toby Shandy do I
fand indebted for the preceding anecdole,
to whom my father, who was an excel-
lent natural philofopher, and much given
to clofe realoning upon the fmallefi mat-
ters, had oft, and heavily complained of
the injury; but once more particularly,
as my uncle Toby well remembered, upon
his oblerving a moft unaccountable obli-
quity, as he called it, in my manner of
fetting up my top, and juftifying the prin-
ciples upon which I had done it,—the
old gentleman [hook his head, and in a
tone more exprellive by half of forrow

e e s
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‘thanreproach ,—he [aid his heart all along
foreboded, and he (aw it verified in this,
and from a thoufand other oblervationshe
had made upon me. That I fhould neither
think nor act like any other man’s child :
—But alas ! continued he, [haking his
liead a fecond time, and wiping away
atear which was trickling down his cheeks ,
~—My Triftram’s misfortunes began nine
months-before he came into the world.

—My mother, who was fitting by , look-
ed up,—but-fhe knew no more than her
backfide what my father meant,—but my
uncle ‘Mr. Toby Shandy, -who had been
often informed of the affair,— —under-
fiood him very well.

KCoH AP, - T3,

IKNOVV there are readers in'the world,
as well as many other good people in it,
who are no readers at all,—who find
‘themlelves ill at eale, unlels they are let
into the whole Tecret from firft to laft, of
every thing which concerns you.

It is in pure compliance with this hu-

mour of theirs and from abackwardnels in
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iy nature to difappoint any one foul liv-

ing, that'I have been [o very particular
already. As my life and opinions are like-
ly to make fome noile in the world, and,
if I conjecture right, will take in all ranks,
profeflions , and denominations of men
whatever,—be no lels read than the Pil-

grim’s Progrels itfelf—and in the end,

prove _the very thing which Montaigne
dreaded his Eflays [hould turn out, that
is, a book for a parlour-window ;—I find
it neceflary to confult every one alittle
in: his turn ; and therefore muft beg pardon
for going on a little farther in the lame
way. For which caufe, right glad'I am,
that T have begun the hifiory of myfelf
in the way I have done; and that I am
able to go on, tracing every thing in it,
as Horace fays, ab Owvo.

Horace, I know, does not recommend
this fafhion altogether: but that gentleman
is [peaking only of an epic poem or a
tragedy ;—I forget which,—befides, if it
was not fo, I fhould ‘beg Mr, Horace’s
pardon ;—for in writing what I have (et
about, I fhall confine myfelf neither to

his rules , nor to ‘any man’s rules that
ever lived,

e s et
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To fuch, however, as do not choole
to go [o far back into thefe things, I can
give no better advice, than that they [kip
over the remaining part of this chapter;
for I declare before-hand, itis wrote only
or the curious and inquifitive.

—Shut the door.—I was begot in the
-night, betwixt the fitk Sunday and the
firlt Monday in the month of March; in
the year of our Lord one thouland feven
hundred and eighteen, I am pofitive I was.
—But how I came to be fo very parti-
eular in my account of a thing which hap-
pened before X was born, is owing to
another [mall anecdote known only in
our family, but now made public for the

-better clearing up this point.

My father, you muft know, who was
originally a Turkey merchant, but had
left off bufinels for fome years, in order
to retire to, and die upon, his paternal
eftate in the county of—, was, I believe,
one of the moft regular men in every
thing he did, whether it was matter -of
bufinels, or matter of amulement, that
ever lived. As a [mall fpecimen of this

sxtreme exactnels of his, to which he was
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in truth a llave,—he had made it a rule
for many years of his life ,-—on the firft
Sunday-night of every month throughout
the whole year,—as certain as ever the
Sunday-night came ,—to wind up a large
houfe-clock, which- we had flanding on
the backRairs head, with hisown hands:
—And being fomewhere between fifty and

fixty years: of age, at the timeI have been-

fpeaking of,—he had likewife gradually
brought fome other little family concern-
ments to the [ame period, in order, as
he would often fay to my uncle Toby,
to get them all out of the way at one
time, and be no more plagued and pel-
tered with them the reft of the month.

It was attended but with one misfor--

tune, which, in a great mealure, fell upon
mylelf, and the effects of which I fear 1
fhall carry with me, to my grave; name-
ly, that from an unhappy aflociation of
ideas which have no connexion in nature,
it fo fell out at length, that my poor
mother could never hear the faid clock
wound up ,—but the thoughts of fome other
things unavoidably popped into her head
—=6t vice ver/d:—Which Rrange combi
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nation of ideas , the fagacious Locke, who
certainly underfiood the' nature of thefe
things better - than moR men, affirms to
have produced more wry actions than all
other fources of prejudices whatloever,

But this by the by.

Now it appears, by a memorandum in
my father’s pocket-book, which now lies
upon the table, ,,That on Lady-day,
which was on the 25th of the [ame month
in which I date my geniture ,—my father
fet out upon his journey to London with
my eldeft brother Bobby, to fix him at
Weliminfier [chool;” and, as it appears
from the [ame authority , ,,That he did
not get down to his wife and family till
the lecond week in May fo]ldwing,”—-it
brings the thing almoft to' a certainty,
However, .what follows in the beginning
of the next chapter, puts it bejond all
polibility of doubt, ; :

—But pray, Sir, What was your father
doing all December—January and Februa-
1y ?—Why, Madam,—he was all that:
time afflicted with a Sciatica,:
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CHAP,.V.

On the fifth day of Nevember s 17185
which to the aera fixed on, was as near
nine kalendar months as any hulband could *
in reafon have expected ,~—~was I Trifiram
Shandy, Gentleman, brought forth into this
feurvy and difafirous world of ours,— —I
wilh I had been born in the Moon, or in
any of the planets, except Jupiter or Sa-
turn, becanle I.never could bear cold
weather, for it could not well have fared
worle with me in any ofthem, though I will
not anfwer for Venus, than it has in this
vile dirty planet of ours,—which, 0’ my
conlcience, with reverence be it fpoken, I
take to be made up of the fhreds and clip--
pings of the reft;—mnot butthe planetis well
enough , provided a man could be bornin

could any how contrive to be called up to
public charges, and employments of digni-
ty or power;—but that is not my cale ;—
and therefore every man will {peak of the
fairas his own market has gonein it ;— —
for which caufe > I affirm it over again, to -
be one of.the yileft worlds that ever was
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made ;—for T can truly [lay, that from the
firfk hour I drew my breath in it, to this
that I can now fcarce draw it at all, for an
afthma I got in [cating against the wind
in Flanders ;—I have been the continual
fport of what the world calls Fortune s and
though I will not wrong her, by laying, She
has ever made me feel the weight of any
great or fignal evil ;—yet, with all the
good temper in the world, I affirm it of
her, that in every ftage of my life, and
at every turn and corner where fhe could
get fairly at me, the ungracious Dutchels
has pelted me with a fet of as pitiful mif-
adventures and crofs-accidents as ever:
fmall Hero [ifiained.

C-‘H AP, - VL

IN the beginning of the laf chapter,
informed you exactly when I was born;
but I did not inform you, %ow. No, that
particular was relerved entirely for a chap-
ter by itlelf ;—belides, Sir, as youand I
are in a manner perfect frangers to each
other, it would not have been proper to
have let you into too many circumftances
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relating to myf(elf all at once.—You muft
have a little patience. I have undertaken,
you lee, to write not only my life, but
my opinions allo; hoping and expecting
that your knowledge of my character, and
of what kind of a mortal I am, by the
one, would give you a better xelilh for the
other: As you proceed farther with me,
the [light acquaintance, which is now be-
ginning betwixt us, will grow into fami-
liarity ; and that, unlefs one of us is in
fault , will terminate in friendfhip.— O
diem praac&trluﬂ!—lhen nothing which
has touched me will be thought trifling in
its nature, ‘or tedious in ‘its telling. There-
fore, my dear friend and companion,
if you (hould think me fomewhat [paring
of my narrative on my firfk (etting out—
bear with me,—and let me go on, and
tell my fiory my own way :—Or, if I
fhould feem now and then to trifle upon
the road ,—or [hould fometimes put on a
fool’s cap with a bell to it, for a moment
Or two as we pals along,—don’t fly off,
—but rather courteouflly give me credit
for a little more wifdom than appears upon
My outlide ;—and as we jog on, either

Trifiram Shandy. Vol I. B
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laugh with me, or at e, o in [hort,

do any thing ,—only keep your temper.
CHAP. VII

.IN the fame village where my father and
my mother dwelt, dwelt allo a thin, up-
right, motherly, notable, good ¢ld body
of a midwife, who, with the help of a
little plain good fenfe, and fome years
full employment in herbufinels, in which
[he had all along trufted little to her own
efforts, and a great deal to thole of Dame
Nature ,—had acquired, in her way, no
fmall degree of reputation in the world
—by which word World, need T in this
place inform your Worfhip, that I would
be underfiood to mean no more of it, than
a [mall circle deferibed upon the circle
of the great world, of four Englifh miles
diameter, or thereabouts, of which the
cottage where the good old woman lived,
is [uppoled to be the centre.—She had
been left it feems , a widew in great dif-
trels, with three or four fmall children,
in her forty-leventh year, and as [he was
at that time a perfon of decent carriage ,




<

T

v

TRISTRAM SHANDY. 3]

—grave deporlmcnt,—a woman more-
over of few words, and withal an object
of compaflion, ‘whofe difirels , and filence
under it, called out the louder for a friend-
dy lift ; the wife of the Parfon of the parilh
was touched with pity: and having often
damented an inconvenience , to which her
hufband’s flock had for many years been
expoled, iralmuch, as there was no fuch
thing as a midwife, of any kind or degree,
to be got at, let the cafe have been never
fo urgent, within lels than fix or feven
‘tong miles riding; which [aid [even long
miles in dark nights and difmalroads, the
-country thereabouts being nothing but a
deep clay, was almoft equal to fourteens
:and that in effect was fometimes next to
having no -midwife -at all; it came into
her head, that it would be doing as fea-
‘fonable a kindnels to ‘the whole parilh,
as'to the poor creature herfelf, to gel her
a little infiructed in fome of the plain prin-
ciples' of the bufinefls, in order to fet her
up in.it, As no woman thereabouts was
better qualified to exccute the plan [he
had formed than herlelf, the Gentlewo-
man very charitably undertook it; and
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having great influence over the female part
of the parilh, fhe found no difficulty in
effecting it to the utmoft of her wilhes. In
truth, the parfon joined his interefi with
his wife’s in the whole affair; and in order
to do things as they f(hould be, and give
the poor foul as good a title by law to
practile, as his wife had given by infti-
tution ,—he cheerfully paid the fees for
the ordinary’s licenfe him/(elf, amounling
in the whole, to the fum of eighteen [hil-
lings and four-pence; [o that betwixt them
both, the good woman was fully invefied
in the real and corporal pofleflion of her
office, together with allits ,, rights , mem-
bers, and appurtenances whatloever,”
Thefle laf words, you muft know , were
not according to the old form in which
[uch licenfes , faculties , and powers ufual-
ly ran, which in like cales had heretofore
been granted to the fifierhood, But is was
according to a neat Formula of Didius
his own devifing, who baving a particular
turn for taking to pieces, and new fram-
ing over again, all kind of infiruments in
that way, not only hit upon this dainty
amendment, but coaxed many of the old
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licenfled matrons in the neighbourhood , te
open their faculties afrefh, in order to
have this whim.wham of his iaferted.

I 'own ‘I never could envy Didius in
thele kinds of fancies of his:—DBut every
manto his own tafte.—Did not Dr. Kuna-
firokius , that great man, at his leifure
hours, take the greateft delight imagin-
able in combing of afles tails; and pluck-
ing the dead hairs out with his teeth ,
though he had tweezers always in his
Pocket? Nay, if you.come to that, Sir,
have not the wifeft of men in all ages,
not excepting Solomon himfelf,—have
they not had their Hoenv-Horses !—their
running-horfes— —their coins and their
cockle-fhells, their drums and their trum-
pets, their fiddles, their pallets ,—their
Mmaggots and their butterflies? —and fo
long as a man rides his Hozzy-Horse

peaceably and quietly along the King’s

highway , and neither compels you or me
to get up behind him s>—pray, Sir, what
have cither you or I to do with it?
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CHwA P VI,

-——.DEgu/t‘i&us non eff difputandum ; -
thatis, there is no difputing againfi Hogpy-
Horses; and for.my part, I leldom do';
nor could 1 with any fort.of grace, had
I been an enemy to them at the bottom ;
for happening , at certain intervals and
changes of the moon, to be both fiddler
and painter, according as the fly-fiings:
—Be itknown to you, that I keep a couple
-ofpads myfelf, upon which , in their turns 2
nor do I care who knows it, I frequent-
1y ride out and take the air; — though
fometimes, to my fhame be it [poken, I
take fomewhat longer journies than what
a wile man would think altogether right,

—But the trath is,—I am not a wife man:;

~and befides am a mortal of fo little con-
fequence in the world » it is not much
aatter what I.do; (o feldom fret ordfume
at all about it;: Nor does it much difturb
any relt, when I fee [uch great Lords and
tall perfonages as hereafter follow ;—[uch,
for infliance, as my Lord A, B, ESTD)S
vEHGE G a N T IR LeM L eNee OF R
and [0 on, all ofa row, mounted upon
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their feveral horfes s—flome with large ftir-
rTups,
Pace;

getting on in a more grave and [ober
— —others on the contrary, tucked
up to their very chins, with whips acrofs
their mouths » feouring and fcampering it
away like fo many little party-colouring
devils afiride a mortgage ,—and as if fome
of them were refolved to break their necks.
—So much the better—Tay 1 to mylelf;
—for in cafe the worft Chould happen,
the world will make a fhift to do excel-
lently well without them ; and for the reft,
—why~—God [peed them ,—e’en let them
ride on without oppofition from me; for
were their Lordlhips unhorfed this very
night,—’lis ten to one but that many of
them would be worle mounted ‘by one

half before to-morrow morning.

Not one of thefe inftances therefore can

‘belaidto breakin u pon my reft.—But there

is an inflance, which I own puts me off
my guard, and that is, when I fee one
born for great actions, and, what is ftill
more for his honour, whole nature ever
inclines him 1o good ones ;—when I'behold
luch aone , my Lord, like yourlelf, whole

principles and conduct are as generous

. and noble as his blood, and whom, for
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that reafon, a corrupt world cannot [pare
one moment;—when I lee fuch a one,
my Lord, mounted, though it is but for a
minute beyond the time which my love
to my country has prefcribed to him, and
my zeal for his glory wilhes,—then, my
Lord, I ceale to be a philofopher, and
in the firfi tranfport of an honeft impa-
tience, I wilh the Hoezy-Horse, with
all his fraternity , at the devil,

“My Lord,

« ] MAINTAIN this to be a dedication.,
notwithftanding its lingularity in the three
great eflentials of matter, form and place:
I beg, therefore, you will accept it as
fuch, and that you will permit me to lay
it, with the moft refpectful humility , at
your Lordfhip’s feet ,—when you are upon
them ,—which you can be when you pleafle,
and that is, my Lord, whenever there is
occalion for it, and I will add, to the
heft purpolestoo. I have the honour to be,
My Lord,
Your Lord(hip’s moft obedient
and moft devoted ,
and moft humble fervant,
TrisTram Smanvy,”
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CHAP Ix

pare
ne., I SOLEMNLY declare to all mankind,
or a that the above dedication was made for
love 1o one Prince, Prelate, Pope, or Poten-
and tate, Duke, Marquis , Earl, Vilcount, or
my Baron, of this, or any other realm in
and Chriffendom 5—nor has it yet been hawk-
pa- ed about, or offered publicly orprivately,
vith directly or indirectly, to any one perfon
or perfonage; great or(mall; but is honefi-
Iy an true Virgin-Dedication untried on, .
upon any foul living.
n ., Tlabour this point [o particularly, mere-
ree ly to remove any offence or objection
Ce: which might arife again it from the man-
as ner in which I propofle to make the moft
ay of ity which is the putting it up fairly to
at public fale; which I now do.
on ~—Every author has a way of his own
fe, in bringing his points to bear ;—for my
is own part, as I hate chaffering and hig-
he gling for a few guineas in a dark entry ;--—
e, I refolved within mylelf, from . the very

beginning, to deal [quarely’ and openly
with your Great Folks in this affair, and

Trifiram Shandy, Vol, I, C




Tae LIFE o8l 1

tiry whether I.fhould not come off the
better by it.

If therefore there is any one Duke,
Marquis, Earl, Vifcount, or -Baron, in
thefe his Majefty’s dominions, who fiands
in need- of a-tight, genteeldedication,
and whom the above will fuit;.for by the
by, unlefs it.[uits in fome degree , E-will
not part with it ,—it is much at his fervioe
for fifty guineas s— —which I am ‘pofitive
is twenty guineas lefs than it ought-tobe
afforded for, by any man of genius.

My Lord, if you examine it over again,
it is far from being a grols piece of daub-
ing, as [ome dedications are. The defign,
your Lordlhip- fees, is good, the colour-
ing tranfparent, — the. drawing not amils
— or-to [peak more like a man of [cience,
and meafure my piece in the paintér's
fcale, divided into 20,—1 believe, my
Lord, the out-lines will turn out as it
the compolfition as g, — the colouring.as
65— the exprellion 13 and a half—and
the defign,—if I may be allowed, my
Lord , to underfiand my own defign, and
fuppoﬁng ablolute perfection in defigning,
to be as .20~ I think it cannot well fall
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fhort of 19. Befides all this, — there is

he keeping»in it, and the dark firokes in the

HoanaY-Honss, (which is a fecondary

:(_"’ figure, anq a-kind of back-ground to the

n whole) give great force to the principal

ds lights in your own figure, and make it

;" come off'wonderfully ;—and befides , there
re .

s an air of originality in the fout enfemble.
il Be plealed, my good Lerd, to order
the [um to be paid into the hands of Mr.

Dodfley, for the benefit of the author;
be and in the next edition care Chall be ta-
ken that this chapter be expunged, and

your Lordfhip’s titles , diftinctions , arms,
b- and good actions, be placed at the front
of the preceding chapter: all which, from
: the words, De gufiibus non eft difputan-
s dum, and -whatever elfe in this book re-

c', lates to Hoery-Horses, but no more ,
bs Thall fiand dedicated to your Lordlhip.—
W The refi I dedicate to the Mooxn, who,
T by‘ the by, of all the Patrons or Ma.
a3 TRONS I can-think of, has moft power to
d fet my book a-going, and make the world
vy run mad after it,

d Bright Goddels,

i!li If thou art not too buly with Caxprn

C 2
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and Mils Cunecunp’s affairs, — take Tril-
tram Shandy’s under thy protection alfo.

CHAPR X

WHATEVER degree: of fmall merit,
the act of benignity in favour of the mid-
wife might jufily claim, or in whom that
claim truly refied — at firft fight feems not
very material to this hifiory ; — certain
however it was, that the gentlewoman,
the par['ons wife, did run. away at that
time with the whole of it: And yet, for
my life, I cannot help thinking but that
the parfon him[elf, though he had not the
good fortune to hit upon the defign firfi,—
yet, as he heartily concurred in it the
moment it was laid before him, and as
heartily parted with his money to carry
it into execution, had a claim to fome
fhare of it,— if not to a full half of what-
ever honour was due to it.

The world at that time was pleafed to
determine the matter otherwile.

Lay down the book, and I will allow
you half a day to give a probable guels
at the grounds of this procedure,
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Be it known then, that, for about five

Crif years before the date of the midwife’s li-
lfo. cenle, of which you have had fo circum-
ftantial an account,—the parfon we have
to do with, had made himfelf a country-
talk by a breach of all decorum , which
it , he had committed againft himfelf, his fta-
nid - tion, and his office ;—and that was in ne-
that Ver appearing better, or otherwile mount-
nf)t ed, than upon a lean, forry, jack-als of
ain a horfe, value about one pound fifteen
S lhillings ; who, to fhorten all delcription
hat of him, was full brother to Rofinante, as
for far as fimilitude congenial could make him;
hat for he anfwered his deflcription to a hair-
the breadth in every thing, —except that I
ST do not remember ’tis any where (aid, that
the Rofinante was broken-winded ; and that,
848 moreover, Rofinante, as is the happinels
by of mofi Spanilh horfes, fat or lean ,—was
28 undoubtedly a horfe at all points.
at- I know very well that the HEro’s horfe
was a horfe of chafte deportment, which
| to may have given grounds for the contrary
opinion: But it is as certain at the [ame
O'E"V time , that Rofinante’s continency ( as may
efs:

be demonfirated from the adventure of the
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Yanguefian carriers) proceeded from no
bodily defect or caufe whatloever, but
from the temperance and orderly current
of his blood. —And let me tell you, Ma-
dam, there is a great deal of very good
chaflity in the world, in behalf of which
you could not fay more for your life.

Let that be as it may, as my purpole is
to do exact jultice to every creature brought
upon the fiage of this dramatic work , —1
could not fiifle this difiinction in favour of
Don Quixote’s horfe ;—in ail other points,
the parfon’s horle, I fay, was juft fuch
another,—for he was as lean, and as
lank, and as forry a jade, as HUMILITY
hierfelf could have befirided.

In the efiimation of here and there a
man of weak judgment, it was greatly in
the parfon’s power to have helped the
figure of this horfe of his’, —for he ‘was
mafier of a very handlome demi-peak’d
faddle, quilted on the feat with green
plufh, garnifhed with a double row of
filver-headed ‘ftuds, and a noble pair of
fhining brals ftirrups, ‘with a houfing al-
together [uitable, of grey Tuperfine cloth,
with an edging of black lace, terminating
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in a:deep; black, |flk fringe ,. poudré
d’or,—all which -he had purchafed in
the pride and prime of his life, together
with a grand embolled bridle, ornament:
ed atiall points as. it fhould be.—But not
oaring ‘to banter his beaft, he had hung
all thefé up behind his ftudy door:—and
in‘liewof them, had ferioufly befitted him
with juft fuch a bridle and (uch a [addle,
as the figure and value of fuch a ficed
might well and truly delerve.

In the [everal [allies: about his parifh,
and in the neighbouring vifits to the gen-
try ‘who lived around him,—you will
ealily comprehend , that. the parfon, [o
appointed, would both hear and [ee
enough to keep his philofophy from rufi-
ing. To [peak the truth, he never could
enter a village, ‘but he caught the atten-
tionof both old and young.—Labour ficod
fiill ‘as he paflled —the bucket hung [uf-
pended in the middle of the well , — — —
the [pinning-wheel forgot its round—even
chuck-farthing and (huffle-cap themfelves
fiood gaping till he had got out of fight;
and as his movement was not of the quick-
efi, he had generally time enough upon
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bis hands to make his oblervations ,—to
hear the groans of the [erious ,—and the
laughter of the light-hearted ;—all which
he bore with excecllent tranquillity.—His
character was,— he loved a jelt .in. his
heart — and as he faw himfelf in the true
point of ridicule, he would fay, he could
not be angry with others for feeing him
in a light, in which he fo firongly [aw
himfelf: So that to his friends, who knew
his foible was not the love of money ;
and who therefore made the lels feruple
in bantering the extravagance of his hua
mour, infiead of giving the true caufe ,—
he chole rather to join in the laugh againfi
him(elf; and as he never carried one fingle
ounce of flefh upon his own bones, being
altogether as [pare a figure as his beaft ,—
he would [lometimes infift upon it, that
the horle was as good as the rider de.
lerved ;—that they were, centaur-like , —
both of a piece. At-other times, and in
other moods, when his {pirits were above
the temptation of falfe wit, —he would
fay, he found himfelf going off faf in a
confumption; and, with great gravity,
would pretend, he could not bear the
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fight of a fat hoife without a dejection of
heart, and a [enfible alteration in his pulle;
and that he had made choice of the lean
one he rode.upon, not only to keep him-
felf in countenance, but in [pirits.

At different times he would give fifty
humourous.and appolfite realons for riding
a meek-fpirited jade of a broken-winded
hofe , preferably to one of mettle ; — for
on fuch a one he could fit mechanically,
and meditate as delightfully de vanitate
mundioet fugs [faeculi, as with the ad-
vantage of a death’s-head before him ; —
that, in all other exercitations, he could
[pend his time , as he rode flowly along,
—to as much account as in his fudy; —
that he could draw up an argument in his
fermon ,—or a hole in his breeches, as
fteadily on the one as in the other ;—that
brifk trotting, and C[low: argumentation,
like wit and judgment, were two incom-
patible movements,—But that upon his
fieed —he could unite and reconcile eve-
ry thing, —he could compofe his fermon
— he could compole his cough,—and, in
cale nature gave a call that way , he could
likewife compofe  himfelf to (leep,—In
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fhort, the parfon ypon fuch encounters
would aflign any caule, but the true caule,
—and he with-held the true one, onlyout
of a‘nicety of temper; becaule he thought
it did honour to him, !
But'the truth of ‘the fiory was asifol-
lows: Inithe firft years of this:gentleman’s
life, and about the time whentithe fuperb
faddle and bridle were purchafed by him
it had been his manner, or vanity, . or,
call it .what you will,—to ‘run into the
oppofite extreme.—In the language bfithe
county 'where he dwelt, he was “faid: to
have loved a good horfe , and generally
had one ofithe beft in the whole! parifh
fianding in ‘his ftable' always ready ‘for
faddling; and as the neareft midwife,. as
I'told you, did not live nearer to. theivil-
lage than feven miles, and ina vile coun-
try ;—it fo fell outy that the poor gentle-
man was [carce’ a whole week together
without fome piteous. application for' his
beafts and as he was not an unkind-heart-
ed man, and every cale was more pref-
fing and more difire(sful than the laf, —
as much as heiloved -his beafi, he had
wever a heart to refufe him; the uplhot
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of which was genemll} this, that'his horfe
was either clapped, or fpavined , or
greazed; —or he was twitterboned, or
broken. -winded, or fomething, in [hort,
or other had befallen him, which ‘would
let him carry no flefh; = fo that he had
every nine or ten -months a bad horfe to
get rid of,—and a good horie to purchafe
in his- fead.

What- the ‘lofs in fuch a balance might
amount to, communibus annis, I would
leave to a rpecia] jury of fufferers in the
fame traffick, to determine ; —but let itbe
what it would, the honeﬁbgcm'lcman bore
it for many years without a murmur, till
at length, by repeated ill accidents of the
kind, he found it neceflary to take the
thing under confideration ; and upon weigh-
ing the whole, and lumming it up in his
mind,-he found it not only difproportion-
ed to his other expenfes, but withal fo
heavy an article in itlelf, as to difable
him from any other act of  generolity in
his' parifh: Befides this, he confidered,
that with'half the fum thus galloped away,
he could do ten times as much good; —
and what fill weighed more with him
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thanall other conliderations put together,
was this, that it confined all his charity
into one particular channel, and where,
as he fancied, it was the leafi wanted,
mamely, to the child-bearing and -child-
getting part of his parifh; relerving no-
thing for the impotent, — nothing-for the
aged,—nothing for the many comfortlefls
{cenes he was hourly called forth to vifit,
where poverty and ficknels, and affliction
dwelt together.

For thele reafons he refolved to dilcon-
tinue the expenle; and there appeared
but two pollible ways to extricate him
clearly out of it;—and thele were, either
to make it an irrevocable law never more
to lend his fieed upon any application
whatever ,—or elfe be content to ride the
laft poor devil, fuch as they had made
him, with all his aches and infirmities,
to the very end of the chapter.

As he dreaded his own conftancy in the
firi—he very cheerfully betook him[elf to
the fecond; and though he could very well
have explained it, as I faid, to his ho-
nour,— yet, for that very realon, he had
a [pirit above it; chooling rather to bear
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the contempt of his enemies, and the
1a!lghlér of his friends , than undergo: the
pain of telling a fiory, which might leem
& panegyric upon himfelf.

I have the higheft idea of the fpiritual’
and refined’ fentiments of this reverend.
gentleman, from this fingle firoke in his:
character,: which I think comes-uyp to any
of the honeft refinements of the peerlels
knight of La Maneha, whom, by the by ,.
with all' his follies, I love more, and
would actually have gone farther to have
paid a vifit to,. than the greatefi hero of
antiquity.

But this is not the moral of my fiory:
The thing I had in view was to fhew the
temper of the world in the whole of this
affair.—For you muft know, that fo long
as this explanation would have done the
parfon credit ,—the devil a foul could
find it out,—I fuppofe his enemies would
not, and that, his friends could not.—
But no fooner did he beftir himfelf in be-
half of the midwife, and pay the expenles
of the ordinary’s licenfe to fet her up ,—
but the whole fecret.came out ; every horfe
he had loft, and two horfes more than
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ever he had loft, with al the circumfiances
of their defiruction, were: known and dil-
tinctly remembered, —The fory ran like
wild-fire.— ,,The parfon-had a returning
fit of pride which had juft feized him; and
he was geing to be well -mounted once
again in his life; and-if it was (o, it was
plain as the [un at noon-day, he would
pocket the expenfe of the licenfe; ten
times told, .the very firfi-year:—So that
eve‘ry body was left to judge what were
his views -in this act of charity.”

What were his views in:this, and in -
every other action of his life ,—or rather
what were the opinions, which floated in
the. brains. of other people concerning it,
was a thought which too much floated in
his own, and too-often broke in upon his
relt , when he [hould have been found
afleep.

About ten years ago this gentleman had
the good fortune to-be made entirely ealy
upon that [core ,—it being juft [o long fince
he left his parilh ,—and the whole world
at the fame time behind him ,—and fiands
accountable to a Judge of whom he will, :
have no caufe to complain,- -
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But thereis a, fatality attends the actions
of [ome men: Order them as they will,
they pals Ihrough a certain medium, which
fodtwifis. and refracts them from their true
dil‘cc!ious,—_that, with, all-sthe titles to
praife which arectitudel of heart can giver,
they doers of. them,;are neverthelefs forced
to live and die without it, Eisla

OF the truth.of which this gentleman
was a-painful .example.—But toiknow by.
what means this came to pals,—and to
make that knowledge of ufe to you, I in--
fift wipon it that you read the two follow-
ing chapters , swhich contain.fuch 'a (ketch :
of his life and converfation, as. will carry
its :moral along with it.—When this is
'kdone, if nothing flops us in our way., we
will go on with the midwife.

G HedALPs 11 X .

Yo RICK was the parfon’s name, and
what is' vety remarkable in :it, (as ap-
pears from a moft ancient account of the
family , wrote upon firong vellum, and
now. in jperfect prefervation) it had been
exactly fo fpelt for near,—I was ~within

-

e Amp—— "
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an ace of faying nine hundred yeard;—
but I would not fhake my credit in tell-
ing an improbable ‘truth, however indif-
putable in itlelf;—and therefore I Chall
content mylelf with only faying—It had
Been ‘exactly o [pelt, without the' leaft
variation or tranfpofition of a fingle letter,
for I do not know how long; which is
more than I would venture to fay of one
half of the beft furnames: in the kingdom ;:
which,ina courle of years, have general-
ly undergone as many chops and changes
-as their owners.—Has this been owing to
the pride, or to the fhame of the refpec-
tive proprietors 2—1In honeft truth, I think,
fometimes to the one, and fometimes to the
other, juft as the temptation has wrought.
But a villanous affair it is, and will one
day [oblend and confound us all together,
that no one fhall be able to fiand up and
Lwear, ,,That his own great-grandfather
was theman who did either this or that.”

This -evil had been [ufficiently’ fenced
againft by the prudent care of the Yorick’s
family , and their religious preflervation of
thefe records I quote, which do farther
inform us, That the family was original-
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1y of Danilh extraction, and had been
tranfplanted into England as early as in
the reign of Horwendillus, King of Den-
mark, in whole court, it feems, an an-
ceftor of this Mr. Yorick’s and from whom
he was lineally defcended, held a con-
fiderable poft to the day of his death. Of
what nature this confiderable poft was,
this record [aith not;—it only adds, That,
for near two centuries, it had been totally
abolifhed as altogether unnecellary, not
only inthat court, but in every other court
of the Chriftian world.

It has often come into my head, that
this poft could be no other than that of
the King’s chief Jefier;—and that Hamlet’s
Yorick , in our Shakelpear , many of
whole plays, you know , are founded
upon .authenticated facts,—was certainly
the very man.

1 have not the time to look into Saxo-
Grammaticus’s Danilh hiftory, to know
the certainty of this;—but if you have
leilure, and can eafily get at the boolk,
you may doit full as well yourfelf.

I had juft time, in my travels through
Denmark with My, Noddy's eldeft fon,

Trifiram Shandy, Vol. I, D

o ——
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whom, in the year 1741, I accompanied
as governour ridingalong with him at a
prodigious rate thro’ mof parts of Europe,
and of which original journey performed
by us two, a moft delectable narrative
will'be given -in the progrels of this work.
I had juft time, I fay, and that was all,
to prove the truth of an ‘obfervation made
by a long fojourner in that coun'ry ;—
namely, <“That Nature was neither very
lavifh, nor was fhe very fiingy in her
gifts of genius and capacity to its inhabi-
tants ;—but, like a dilcreet parent, was
moderately kind to them' all; obferving
fuch’ an equal tenour in the difiribution
of ber favours, as to bring them, in thofe
points, pretty near to ‘a level with each
other; fo that you will meet with few in-
ftances in that kingdom of refined parts;
but a great deal of good plain houlhold
underfianding amongft all ranks of people,
of which every body has a fhare;” which
is , T think, ‘very right.

With us, you fee, the cafe is quite dif-
ferent:—we are all ups and downsin this
matter;—you are a great genius;-—or,

itigfilty to one, Sir, you are a great dunce
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and a blockhead; —not that there' is a
total want of intermediate fteps ,—no,—
Wwe are not [o irregular as that comes to3

~—Dbut the two extremes are more cemmon.,

and in a greater degree in this unfettled
illand, where nature , in her gifts and
dil‘poﬁtions of this kind, is moft whimfical
and capricious; fortune herfelf not being
more [o in the bequelt of her goods and
chattels than (he.

This is all that ever aggered my faith
in regard to Yorick’s extraction, who, by
what I can remember of him, and by all
the accounts I couldever get of him, [eem-
ed not to have had one fingle drop of Da-
nifh blood in his whole crafis; in nine
hundred years, it might pollibly have all
run out:~—1J will not philolophize one mo-
ment with you about it; for llappf:n how
it would, the fact was this:—That inftead
of that cold phlegm.and exact regularity
of fenfe and humours, you would have
looked for, in one fo extracted ;—he was,
on the contrary, as mercurial and fubli-
mated a ‘compofition,—as hetereclite a
creature in all his declenfions;—with as

much life and whim > and gaite de coeur

D2
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about him, as the kindlief climate could
have engendered and put together. With
all this [ail, poor Yorick carried not one
ounce of ballafi; he was utterly unpractil-
edin the world ; and, at the age of twenty-
fix, knew juft about as well how to fieer
his courle in it, as a romping, unfulpi-
cious girl of thirteen: So thatupon his firfi
fetting out, the brifk gale of his fpirits ,
as you will imagine, ran him foul ten
times in a day of fomebody’s tackling,
and as the grave and more [low-paced were
ofteneft in his way,—you may likewife
imagine, "twas with fuch he had generally
the ill-luck to get the moft entangled. For
aughtI know there might be [ome mixture
of unlucky wit at the bottom of fuch Fra-
cas ;—For, to [peak the truth, Yorick had
an_invincible diflike and oppofition in his
nature to gravity ;—not to gravity as [uch 3
—for where gravity was wanted, he would
be the moft grave or ferious of mortal
men for days and weeks together; but
he was an enemy to the affectation of it,
and declared open war againkt it, only
as it appeared, a cloak for ignorance or
for folly: and then, whenever it fell inte
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his way, however [heltered 2nd protect-
ed, he feldom gave it much quarter.

Sometimes, in his wild way of talking,
he would fay , That gravity was an errant
fcoundrel , and he would add,—of the
moft dangerous kind too ,—becaufle a (ly
one; and that, he verily believed, more
honeft, well-meaning people were bubbled
out of their goods and money by itin one
twelyemonth , ‘than by pocket-picking
and #hop-lifting in feven. In the naked
temper which a merry heart dilcovered ,
he would fay, there was no danger,—
but to itfelf:—whereas the very ellence
of gravity was defign, and confequently
deceit ;—it was a taught trick to gain credit
of the world for more fenfe and know-
ledge than a man was worth; and that,
with allits pretenfions ,—it was no better,
but often worfe, than what a French wit
had long ago defined it ,—viz. ,, A myfieri-
ous carriage of the body to cover the defects
of the mind;”—which definition of gra-
vity , Yorick , with great imprudence
would fay, deferved to be wrote in let-
ters of pold.

But, in plain truth, he was a man un-«
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hackneyed and unpractifed in'the world,,
and .was altogether:as indifcreet 'and {do-
lifh' on' every cther [ubject of ‘difcourfle
where policy is went to imprels refiraint,
Yorick had no impreflion ‘but one, and
that:was what arole from the nature. of
the deed fpoken of; . which imprelfion he
would uflually tranflate into plain Englifh
withautany periphrafis ;—and too, oft with-
out much diftinction :of 'either perlonage,
time, or place;—I[o that when mention
ras made of a pitii‘ul‘or aun ungenerous
proceeding,—he nevergave himfelf a.mo-
ment’s time toréflect who wasthe Hero of
thepiece,—what his: Ration y——or how far
ke had jpower to lunt him hereaflter;; —
butif it was a dirty action ,~—without more
ado,—The man was a dirty fellow ,—
and fo on.—And as his comments had
ulually theill fate.to beterminated .either
Mia.bon mot, orto he enlivened through-|
out with fome drollery or ‘humour of.ex-,
preflion, it gave iwings to Yorick’s indil-
cretion. In @ word , though he never foyght,
yet at the fame time , as he feldom [hun-
ned occalions of l'n;ing what came upper-

moli, and without much ceremony ;—he
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had'but too many temptations'in life, of
[Cﬂ'»l(*rilig ‘his wit and lits ‘hamour,—his
gibes and bis jefis about him.—They were
not lofi for'want of gathering.

What were the confequences, and what
was Yoricl’s catafirophe thereupon, you
will read in the next chapter.

it b e, Ul

TH E MMortgager and Mortgagée differ
the one from the other, not more in length
of purfe, than the ‘Jefler and Jefide do,
in that of memory. But in this the com-
parifon Between them runs, as the [cho-
Kiafis call it, upon all-four; whidh’'by the
by, is upononeor ‘two legs  more” than
fome of ‘the beft of Homer’s can pretend
to;-—namely , That the one railes a fum,
and the other a laugh, at your expenfe,
and thinks no more about it. Intereft,
however, fiill runs on in both cafles;—
the periodical or accidental payments of
it,juft ferving to keep the memory of the
affair alive, till, at ]c:)gti\, in fome evil
bOur,~~1)()}) comes the creditor upon
each, and by demanding principal upon
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the [pot, together with full interefi to the
very day, males them both feel the full
extent of their obligations,

As the reader (for I hate yeour ifs) has
a thorough knowledge of human nature,
I need not Tay more to fatisfy him, that
my Hero could not go on at this rate with-
out fome flight experience of thefe inci-
dental mementos. To [peak the trath, he
had wantonly involved himfelf in a mul.
titude of [mall book-debts of this ftamp ,
which , notwithfianding Eugenius’s fre-
quent advice, he too much difregarded ;
thinking, that as not one of them was
contracted thro’ any malignancy ;—but,
on the contrary, from an honefty of mind
and a mere jocundity of humour, they
would all of them be crofs’d out in courfe.

Eugenius would never admit this; and
would often tell him, that, one day or
other, he would certainly be reckoned
with; and he would often add, in an ac-
cent of forrowful apprehenfion,—to the
uttermoft mite, To which Yorick, with
his ufual carelelsnels of heart, would as
often anlwer with a plhaw!—aund if the
fubject was fiarted in the fields,~ with a
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hop, (kip, and a jump at the end of it;.
but if clofe pent up in the focial chimney

} :
‘; corner, where the culprit was barricado’d
1 : .
n, with a table and a couple of arm-
chairs, and could not fo readily fly off
as . :
D a tangent, — Eugenius would then go
€,

on with his lecture upon difcretion, in
: words to this purpole, though [omewhat
7 better put together.

Truff me, dear Yorick, this unwary
plealantry of thine will fooner or later
bring thee into- fcrapes and difficulties,
which no after-wit can extricate thee out
of.—In thefe fallies, too oft, I fee, it
happens, that a perfon laughed at, con-
fiders himfelf in the light of a perfon in-
jured, with all the rights of [uch a fitna-
tion belonging to him ; and when thou
vieweft him in that light too, and reckon-
eft up his friends, his family, his” kin-
dred and allies,—and mufiereft up with
them the many recruits which wili liff un-

Lo

- e

der him from a fenfe of common danger;
—it is no extravagant arithmetic to fay,
that for every ten jokes,— --thou haft
got an hundred enemies; and till thou haft
gone on, and railed a fwarm of walps

Triftram Shandy. Vol. 1. E
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about thine ears, and art half flung to
death by them, thou wilt never be con-
vinced it is (o,

I cannot [uflpect it in thie man whom 1
efteem, that there is the lcaf [pur from
[pleen. or. malevolence of intent in thefe
[allies—I believe and know. them to be
truly honefi and [portive :—But confider,
my dear lad, that fools cannot diftinguifh
this ,— —and that knaves. will not; and:
thou knoweft not what itis, eitherto pro-
voke the one, or to make merry with the
other :—whenever they allociate for: mu-
tual defence, depend upon'it, they will
carry on the war in fuch a manner againft
thee, my. dear friend, as to make thee
heartily fick of it, and of thy life too.

Revenge from fome baneful ‘corner fhall
level a tale of difhonour at thee, which
no innocence of heart or integrity of con-
duct fhall.fet right:—~—The fortunes of
thy houle fhall totter,—thy character,
which led the way to them, fhall bleed
on every fide of it,—thy faith queftioned,
—thy works belied,—thy wit forgotten,
— thy learning trampled on. To wind up
the laft [cene of thy tragedy, Cruerrty
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and CowArbpIice, twin-ruffians , hired and

to fet on by Mavice in the dark , fhall firike
n- together at all thy infirmities and miftakes :

~The beft of us, my dear lad, lie open
11 there ,— — and truft me ,—truft me, “Yo-
m rick, when to gratify a private appetite,
fe it is once refolved upon, that aii innocent
be and an helplels creature [hall be lacrific-
s ed, it is an ealy matter to pick up flicks
i[h enough from any thicket where it has
nd firayed,. to make a fire to offer it up with.”
ok Yorick [carce ever heard this fad vati-
he cination of his diffiny read over to him,
e but with a tear fiealing from his eye, and
ill a promillory look altending it, that he was
nlt refolved , for the time to come, to ride
3 his tit with more fobriety.— —But, alas,

too late!—a- grand confederacy ,  with
all XXXXX and ¥**** at the head of it, was
ch formed before the firft prediction of it.—
n- The whole plan of the attack, jufi as
of Eugenius had foreboded, was put in exe-
T, cution all at-ence,—with [o- little mercy
ed on the fide of the allies—and (o little
d, lulpicion in Yorick, of what was carrying
n 2

on againft him,—that when he thought,
1p good ealy man! full [urely preferment was

E 2
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o’ripening, they had [mote his root, and
then he fell, as many a worthy man had
fallen before him.

Yorick, however, fought it out with
all imaginable gallantry for fome- time;
tll overpowered by numbers, and worn
out at length by the calamities of the war,
—but more [o; by the ungenerous manner
in which it was carried on,—he threw
down the fword; and though he kept up
his [pirits in appearance to the laft, he
died , neverthelels, as was generally
thought, quite broken-hearted.

What inclined Eugenius to the [ame
opinion, was as follows :

A few hours before Yorick breathed his
lafi, Eugenius ftept in with an intent to
take his laft fight and laft farewel of him:
upon his drawing Yorick’s curtain, and
allking how he felt himfelf, Yorick, look-
ing up in his face, took hold of his hand,
—and after thanking him for the many
tokens of his friendlhip to him, for which,
he laid , if it was their fate to meet here-
after ,—he would thank him again and
again.—He told him, he was within a few
hours of giving his enemies the [lip for
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¢ver.—1I hope not, anflwered Eugenius,

and with tears trickling down his cheeks, and
had with the tenderelt tone that ever man
‘ fpoke ,—I hope not, Yorick, faid he.—
vith Yorick replied with a look up, and a
G gentle [queeze of Eugenius’s hand, and
DI that was all ,—but it cut Eugenius to his
o) heart, — Come , - come, Yorick , quoth
Ko Eugenius, wiping his eyes, and fummon-
oy ing up the man within him,—my dear
' lad be comforted,—let not all thy [pirits
he and fortitude forfake thee at this crifis
Uy when thou moft wantefi them; — who
knows what refources arein fiore, and
e what the power of God may yet do for
; thee ?— Yorick laid his hand upon his
his heart, and gently fhook his head;—for
v my part, continued Eugenius, crying bit-
L terly as he ultercd the words,—I declare
nd 1 know mot, Yorick, how to part with
’:' thee , and would gladly flatter my hopes,
l 2

added Eugenius, cheering up his voice,
oy, that there is fill enough left of thee to

h, make a bifhop,—and that I may live to
X0= fee it.—I beleech thee, Eugenius, quoth
nd Yorick, taking off his night-cap as well
ew

as he counld with his left hand ,—his right




O o A 23318 e
e e .

54 Tue LIFE or

being fill grafped clofe in that of Euge-
niuns ,—I beleech thee to take a view of
my head.—I fee nothing that ails it, re-
plied Eugenius. Then, alas! my friend,
faid Yorick, let me tell you, -that it is
fo bruifed.and mil-fhaped with the blows
which ¥*¥*¥ and ¥**** ' and'fome others
have fo unhandfomely given me in the
dark, thatT might [ay with Sancho Panga,
that [hould 1 recover, and ¢“Mitres there-
upon be [uffered to rain down from heaven
as thick .as hail, not one of them would
fit it.”—Yorick’s laft breath was hanging
upon his trembling lips ready to depart
as he uttered this ;—yet fill it was uttered
with fomething of a Cervantic tone;— —
and as he [poke it, Eugenius could per-
ceive a fiream of lambent fire lighted up for
a moment in lis eyes;—. faint picture
of thole flalhes of his [pirit, which, as
Shakelpear Taid of his" anceffor, were
wont to fet the table in a roar!

Eugenius was convinced from this, that
the heart of his friend was broke; he
fqueezed his hand ,— — —and then walk-
ed [oftly out of the room, weeping as he
walked, Yorick followed Eugenius with
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his eyes to the door,——he then clofed
them ,~-and never opened them more.

He lies buried in a corner of his churche
yard, in the parifh of— —, under a plain
marble flab, which his friend Eugenius,
by leave of his executors, laid upon his
grave, with no more than'thele three words
of ‘infeription, ferving both for his epi-
taph,.and elegy.

‘Alas,poorYORICK!]
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Ten times a day has Yorick’s ghoft the
confolation to hear his monumental in-
feription read over with fuch a variety of
plaintive tones, as denote a general pity
and efteem for him ;— —a footway crofling
the church-yard clofe by the fide of his
grave, not a pallenger goes by without
fiopping to caft alook upon it,—and figh-
ing as he walks on,

Alas, poor YORICK!
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C"H AP, X1,

IT is fo long fince the reader of this rhap-
fodical work has been parted from the
midwife, that it is high time to mention
her again to him, merely to put him in
mind that there is fuch a body fill in the
world, and whom, upon the beft judg-
ment I can form upon my own plan at
prefent,—I am going to introduce to him
forgood and all : But, asfrefh matter may
be ftarted , and much unexpected bufinels
fall out betwixt the reader and myfelf,
which may require immediate difpatch,
—it was right to take care that the poor
woman [(hould not be loft in the mean
time ;—becaule when [he is wanted, we
can no way do without her.

I think I told you that this good woman
was a perfon ofno finall neto and econfo

quence throughout our whole village and
townflhip ; —that her fame had [pread it-
felf to the very out-edge and circumference
of that circle of importance, of which kind
every foul living, whether he has a [hirt
to his back or no,—has one furrounding
him; — which faid circle, by the way,
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swhenever it is faid, that [uch a one is of
great weight and importance in the world,,
I defire may be enlarged or contracted in
your Worfhip’sfancy, in a compound ratio
-of the Ration, profellion , knowledge, abi-
lities , height and depth (meafuring both
ways ) of the perfonage brought before you.

In the prefent cafe, if I remember, I
fixed it at about four or five miles, which
not only comprehended the whole parifh,
but extended itlelf to two or three of the
adjacent hamlets in the [kirts of the next
parilh ; which made a confiderable thing
of it. I muit add, That fhe was, more-
over, very well looked on at one large
grange-houle, and fome other odd houles
and farms within two or three miles,
as I faid, from the [moke of her own
chimney :~— — ~—But T muflt here, once
for aii, imfoun you, that all this will be
more exactly delineated and explain’d in
a map, now in the hands of the engraver,
which, with many other pieces and deve-
lopements to this work, will be added to
the end of the twentieth volume :—not to
fwell the work ,— —I deteft the thought
of fuch a thing,— —but by way of com-
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mentary , [cholium , illufration, and key
to fuch pallages, incidents, or inuendoes,
as [hall be thought to be either of private
interpretation, or of dark or doubtful mean-
ing, after my life and my opinions (hall
have been read over,. (now don’t forget
the meaning of the word ) by all the world ;
~ —which, betwixt you and me, and in
[pite of all the gentlemen-reviewers in
Great-Britain, and of all that their Wor=

[hips (hall undertake to write or fay to the

contrary ,—I' am determined [hall be the
cafe.— — —I need not tell your Worlhip,
that all this is [poke in confidence.

C. H AP, -XIVi

UPON looking into my mother’s mar-
riage-lettlement, in order to [atisfy mylelf
and the reader, in a' point necellary to be
cleard up, before we could proceed any
farther in this hiftory,—I had the good
fortune to pop upon the very thing I want-
ed, before I had read a day and a half
firaight forwards ;—it might have taken me
up a month ;=~which (hews plainly, that
when a man fits down to write a hiftory,
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though it be but the hifiory of Jack Hie-
Kathrift or Tom Thumb ,. he knows no
more than his heels what lets and con-
founded hinderances he is to meet with
in his way ,— —or what a dance he may
be led, by one excurfion or another, be-
fore all is over. Could an: hiftoriographet
drive on his hifiory ,- as a muleteer drives
on his mule—— —firaight forward ,— —
for inftance, from Rome all the way to
Loretto, without ever once turning his
head afide, either to the right hand or
to the left,—he might venture to foretel
you to an hour when he fhould: get to
Lis journey’s end:— —but the thing is,
morally [peaking, impoffible; for, if he
is a man of the lealt [pirit, he will have
fifty deviations from a firaight line to make
with this or that party as he goes along,
which he can nowile avoid; he will have
views and profpects-to himfelf perpetual-
ly [oliciting his eye, which he canno more
help fanding fill to look at, than he
ean fly ; he will moreover have various

Accounts-to reconcile ;-

Anecdotes to pick up:

Inferiptions to make outs
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. Stories to weave in:

st Traditions to ffts

0o I’erfunages to call upon:

n-

1 Panegyrics to pafte up at this door?
1
Palquinades at that: — — — All which,

;ae‘): both the man and the mule are quite exempt

ftom. To fum up all; there are archives
1€t ;

at every ftage to belook’d into, and rolls,
= records, documents, and endlels genea-
P logies, which juftice ever and anon calls
!t'o him back to fiay the reading of :—Infhort,
:‘: there is no end of it.— —For my own
i part, I declare I have been at it thele fix
% weeks, making all the fpeed I poflibly
s could,— —and am not yet born:— —1
h(: have juft been able, and that’s all, to
o tell you zhen it happen’'d, but mi)t how ,
£ —lo that you [ee the thing is yet far from

being accomplifhed.
6> Thefe unforefeen fioppages, which, I
e own, I had no conception of when 1 firlk
al- fet out,—but which, I am convinced now,
)}:: will rather:increale than diminilh as I ad-

vance,— — —have fruck out a hint which
L am refolved to follow ;—and" that is,
~—— —not to be in a hurry ,— —but to go
en leifurely',.writing and publifhing two
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volumes of my life every year ,— —which,

if I am [uffered to go on quietly, and can
make a tolerable bargain with my book-
feller, I (hall continue to do as long as
I live,

€ H- A.P... XV,

THE article in my mother’s marriage-
fettlement, which I told the reader 1 was
at the pains to fearch for, and ‘which,
now that I have found it, I think proper
to lay before him ,—is fo much more fully
exprefled in the deed itlelf, than ever I
can pretend to do it, that it would be
barbarity to take it.out of the lawyer’s
hand :—1It is as follows.

« AND THIS INDENTURE FAR-
« THER WITNESSETH ,. That the faid
«Walter Shandy, merchant, in conflide-
scration of the faid in‘ended marriage to
“be had, and by God’s blelling to be well
«and truly [olemnized and conlummated
“between: the faid Walter Shandy and
¢ Elizabeth Mollineux, aforefaid, and di-
¢ yers othergood and valuable caules and
s confiderations him thereunto [pecially
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€“moving — — — doth grant , covenant,
“condelcend , conlent »conclude, bargain,
“and fully agree to and with John Dixon
“and James Turner, Efqrs; the above-
“named truftees, etc. etc.— —TO WIT,
“ _ _That in cale it fhould hereafter fo
¢« fall out, chance, happen, or otherwife
“come to pals,————that the [aid
“Walter Shandy, merchant, fhall have
¢left off bufinels before the time or times,
“that the faid Elizabeth Mollineux [hall,
“according to the courle of nature, or
“otherwife , have left off bearing and
“bringing forth children j———and that
“in confequence of the faid Walter Shan-
““dy having fo left off bufinels, he fhall,
“in delpight, and againft the free-will,
““confent, and good-liking of the [aid
“Elizabeth Mollineux ,~——make a de-
“¢parture from the city of London, in order
““to retire to, and dwell upon, his eftate
‘“at Shandy Hall, in the county of— —
““or atany othercountry-feat, cafile, hall
“manfion-houfe , melluage, or grange-
“houle, now purchafled , or hereafter to
“be purchafed, or apon any partor parce]
“thereof :—That then, and as often as

Trifiram Shandy, Vol, 1. F
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e the faid Elizabeth Mollineux fhall hap-
<“pen to be enceint with child or chil-
¢ dren, feverally and lawfully begot, or
“to be begotten, upon the body of the
< [aid Efizabeth Mollineux during her [aid
< coverture ,—he the faid Walter Shandy
<[hall, at hisown propercoft and charges,
< and out of his own proper monies, upon
“good and reafonable notice, which is
<« hereby agreed to be within fix weeks
< of herthe [aid Elizabeth Mollineux’s full
¢ reckoning, ortime of [uppofed and com-
“puted delivery ,—pay, or caule to be
¢paid, the [um of one hundred and twen-
“ty pounds of good and lawful money,
<to John Dixon and James Turner, Elqrs;
“or alligns —— —— ——npon TrusT and
s confidence, and for and unto the ule
¢ and wufes, intent, end, and purpole fol-
“lowing:—THAT IS TO SAY,—That
“‘the {aid fum of one hundred and twenty
s¢pounds fhall be paid into the hands of
¢sthe faid Elizabeth Mollineux, or to be
“otherwife applied by them the [aid truf-
“tees, for the well and truly hiring of
<« one coach, with able and [ufficient hor(es,
“to carry and convey the body of the
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¢ faid Elizabeth Mollineux, and the child
p- ““or children which fhe fhall be then and
W E ““there enceint and pregnant with ,—unto
oL “the city of London; and for the farther
he ““paying and defraying of all other in-
id “cidental cofts, charges, and expenfes
dy ““whatloever ,—in and about, and for,
es, “ and relating to her faid intended delive-
on “ry and lying-in, in the faid city, or fub-
is ¢“urbs thereof. And that the {aid Elizabeth
ks *Mollineux hall and may, from time to
ull ““time, and at all fuch time and times as
m- “are here covenanted and agreed upon,
be ‘“—peaceably and quietly hire the faid
- ““coach and horfes, and have free ingrefls,
Y s “egrels and regrels, throughout her jour-
IS5} “;;c_y > in and from the faid coach ,
nd ““according to the tenour, true intent,
1fe “ and meaning of thefe prefents, without
ol- ““any let, [uit, trouble, difturbance, mo-
1at “leftation, dilcharge, hinderance, forfei-
1ty ““ture, eviction, vexation, 'in'tcrruplion 5
of ““or incumbrance whatfoever.— — —And
be “that it fhall moreover be lawful to and
nf- “for the [aid Elizabeth Mollineux, from
of “time to time, and as oft or often as The
es, ““Thall well and truly be advanced in her

he

F o
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¢ faid pregnancy, to the time heretofore
¢ ftipulated and agreed upon,—to live
¢ and refide in [uch place or places, and
“in [uch family or families, and with fuch
““relations, friends, and other perlons
¢ within the [aid city of London, as fhe,
““at her own will and pleafure , notwith-
“ftanding her prefent coverture, and as
«if (he were a femme fole and unmarried,
¢ — —rfhall think fit.—— —AND THIS
«“INDENTURE FARTHER WITNES-
“SETH, That for the more effectually
¢t carrying of the [aid covenant into execu-
““tion, the faid Walter Shandy, merchant,
‘“doth hereby grant, bargain, [ell, re-
¢leale, and confirm unto the faid John
¢ Dixon and James Turner, Elqrs; their
““heirs, executors, and alligns, in their
¢cactual pofleflion now being, by virtue
“of an indenture of bargain and fale for
“a year to them the [aid John Dixon and
“James Turner, Elfqrs; by him the faid
‘“ Walter Shandy, merchant, thereof
‘““made; which faid bargain and [ale for
«“a year , bears date the day next be-
«fore the date of thele prelents, and by
“force and virtue of the fiatute for trans-
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“ferring of ufes into polleflion ,—~ —ALL
“that the manor and lordfhip of Shandy,
““in the county of— — — with all the
“rights , members, and appurtenances
“¢thereof; and all and every the mefluages,
“houfes, buildings, barns, ftables, or-
“chards, gardens,backfides, tofts, crofts,
“garths, cotiages, lands, meadows, feed-
“ings , paltures , marlhes, commons,
“woods, underwoods, drains, fifheries,
“waters and water-courles ,— Sl i e
““gether with all rents, reverfions, fer-
*“vices, annuities, fee-farms, knights fees,
“views, frankpledge, efcheats , reliefs,
““mines, quarries, goods and chattels of
“felons and fugitives , felons of them-
“[elves, and put in exigent, deodands,
“free warrens, and all other royalties
“and feignories, rights and jurifdictions ,
¢ privileges and hereditaments whatfoever,
“———AND ALSO, the advowlon,
“donation, prefentation and free difpofi-
“tion of the rectory or parfonage of Shan-
“dy aforefaid, and all and every the
“tenths , tithes, glebe-lan#s,” — —In three
words— —my mother was to lie in (if

fhe chofe it) in London,
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But, in order to put a fiop to the prac-
tice of any unfair play on the part of my
mother, which a marriage-article of this
nature too manifefily opened a door to,
and which , indeed , had never been
thought of at all, but for my uncle Toby
Shandy ;—a claule was added in lecurity
of my father, which was this:—¢ That
“in cale my mother hereafter Thould, at
“‘any time, put my father to the trouble
“and expenfle of a London journey, upon
¢ falle cries and tokens;—that for every
#fuch infiance, [he [hould forfeit all the
¢right and title which the covenant gave
““her to the next turn,—but to no more,
“—and fo on,—7oties quoties, in as effec-
“tual a manner, as if Tuch a covenant
““betwixt them had not been made.”’—
This, by the way, was no more than what
was reafonable ;—and yet, as reafonable _
as it was, I have ever thought it hard,
that the whole weight of the article
fhould have fallen entirely , as it did,
upon my/lelf.

Buat I was begot and ‘born to misfor-
tunes ;—for my poor mother, whether it
was wind or water,—or a compound of
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3

botk,—or neither;—or whether it was
fimply the mere fwell of imagination and
fancy in her;—or how far a firong wilh
and defire to have it fo, might miflead
her judgment; —in fhort, whether [he
was deceived, or deceiving inthis matter,
it no way becomes me to decide. The fact
was_this, that in the latter end of Sep-
tember 1717, which was the year before
I was born, my mother having carried my
father up to town, much againf the grain,
—he peremptorily infified upon the caufe ;
~—[o that I was doom’d, by marriage-ax-
ticles, to have my nofe [queez'd as flat
to my face, as if the deftinies had actual-
ly fpun me without one.

How this event came about,—and wirat
a train of vexatious difappointments, in
one ftage or other of my life, have purfued
me, from the mere lofs, or rather com-
preflion of this one fngle member,—lhall
be laid before the reader all in due time.

CH-ACRS XV

MY father, as any body may naturally
imagine, came dawn with my mother in-
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to the country, in but a pettifl kind of a
humour. The firi twenty or five-and-twenty
miles he did nething in the world but fret
and teaze himlelf, and, indeed , my mother
too, about the curfed expenfe, which,
he faid, might every [hilling of it have
been faved ;—then, whatvexed him more
than every thing elle, was the provoking
time of the year ,—which, as I told you,
was towards the end of September, when
his wall-fruit, and green gages elpecially,
in which 'he was very curious, were juft
ready for pulling:—<Had he been wifil-
‘““ed up to London, upon a Tom Fool’s
““errand in any other month of the whole
¢¢year, he [hould not have [aid three
¢ words-about it.”

Yor the next two whole ftages, no [ub-
ject would go down, but the heavy blow
he had [ufiained from the lofs of a fon,
whom , it feems, he had fully reckoned
upon in his mind, and regiftered down in
his pocket-book, as a fecond faff for his
old age, in cale Bobby [hould fail him.
“The difappointment of this, he [aid,
‘“was ten times more to a wile man, than

“all the money which the journey, etc,
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“had coft him, put together— —Rot the
: “hundred and twenty pounds,—he did
LS ““not mind it a yufh.”
e From Stilton ; all the way to Grantham,
frok nothing in the whole affair provoked him
ther S
s fo much as the condolences of his friends,
= and the foolifh figure they fhould both
v make at church the f:f Sunday ;— —of
nf)re which, in the [atirical vehemence of his
g wit, now fharpened a little by vexation,
s he would give fo many humorous and
hee provoking delcriptions, — and place his
].1_)’, tib and felf in o many tormenting lights
.JUﬁ and attitudes, in the face of the whole
lﬂ}- congregation ,—that my mother declared,
olig thele two fiages were fo truly tragi-comi-
ole cal, that Che did nothing bit laugh and
i cry in a breath, from one end to the other
: of them all the way.
ub- From Grantham, till they had crofled
oW the Trent, my father was out of all kind
My of patience at the vile trick and impofition
‘Ljd which he fancied my mother had put upon
" ‘." him in this affair—-“Ceru\inly,” he would
_}”S fay to himfelf over and over again, ““the
B “woman could not be deceived herlelf;
d, *t==if I'he ‘conld' /— what weaknefs!” —
‘?: Trifiram Skandy, Vol, I, G
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Tormenting word! which led his imagi-
pation a thorny dance, and, before all
was over, played the deuce and all with
hims—for, fure.as everthe word weakne(s
was uttered , and ficuck full upoun his
brain, fo [ure it fet him upon running di-
vifions upon how many kinds of weak-
nelles there were ;—that there was fuch a
thing as weaknels of the body,—as well
as weaknels of the mind,—and then he
would do nothing but fyllogize within
him(elf for a.fiage or two together, how
far the caufe of all thele vexations might,
or might not, have arifen out of himfelf,

In fhort, he had (o many little fubjects
of difquietude [pringing out of this. one
affair, all fretting fucceflively in his mind
as they role up in it, that my mother,
whatever was her journey up, had but
an unealy journey of it down—In a word,
as [he c()mplaincd to my uncle Toby, he
would have tired out the patience of any

flefh alive.
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CH A P. XVIL

TH OUGH my father travelled home-
wards , as I told you, in none of the beft
of moods ,—pfhawing all the way down,
—yet he had the complaifance to keep
the worft part of the flory fill to him(lelf;
which was the refolution he had taken,
of doing him[elfthe juftice, which my uncle
Toby’s claufe in the marriage-fettlement
empowered him; nor was it till the very
night in- which 1 -was begot, -which- was
thirteen months after, that [he had the
leaft intimation of his delign— —when my
father, happening, as you remember, to
be a little chagrined "and out of temper,
—took occafion , as they lay. chatting
gravely in bed afterwards, talking over
what was to come ,—to let her know that
fhe muft accommodate herfelf as well as
fhe could to the bargain made between
them in their marriage-deeds; which was,
to lye-in of her next child in the country,
to balance the laft year’s journey.

My father was a gentleman of many
virtues ,—but he had a firong fpice of that
in his temper, which might, or might not

G a-
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add to the number— — It is-known by
the name of perfeverance in a good caule,
and of obflinacy in a bad one: Of this
my mother had [o much knowledge, that
fhe knew it was to. no purpofe to make
any remonfirance ,—[o [he e’en refolved
to. it down quietly, and make the moft
of it.

G H:A Ps XVIIL

AS the point was that night agreed, or
rather determined , that my mother (hould
lye-in of me in the country, fhe took her
meaflures accordingly ; for which purpofe,
when [he was three days, orthereabouts,
gone with child, [he beganto caft hereyes
upon the midwife whom you have [o often
heard me mention; and before the week
was well got round,.as the famous Dr.
Maningham was not to be had, fhe had
come to a final determination in her mind,
— — notwithftanding there was a [cientific
operator within fo near a call as eight
miles of us, and who, moreover, had
exprcfsly wrote a five [hillings book upon
the fubject of midwifery, in which he had
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expofed , mnot only the blanders of the
fifierhood itfelf ,—but had alfo fuperadded
many curious improvements for the quicker
extraction of ‘the foetus in crofs births,
and fome other cales of danger which
belay us in getting into the world ;—not-
withfianding all this, my mother, I lay,
was ablolutely delermined to truft her life,
and mine with it, into no foul’s hand but
this old woman’s only.—Now this I like;
—when we cannot get at the very thing
we wilh, never to take up with the next
beft in degree to it;—no, that’s pitiful
beyond defcription.—It is no more than
a week from this very day in which I am
now writing this book for the edification
of the world ,——which is March 9. 1759,
—that my dear, dear Jenny, obferving I
looked alittle grave,, as fhe fiood cheapen-
ing a filk of five and twenty [hillings a
yard ,—told the mercer fhe was florry [he
had given him fo much trouble; and im-
mediately went and bought herfelf a yard-
wide ‘ftuff of ten-pence a yard. It is the
duplication of one and the fame greatnels
of.foul ; only, what lefened the honour

ofit fomewhat, inmy mother’'s cale, wase
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that fhe could not heroine it into fo vio-
lent and hazardous an extreme, as one
in her fituation might have wilhed, becaule
the old midwife hat really fome little claim
to be depended upon,—as much ,at leafi,
as [uccels could give her; having, in the
courle of her practice of near twenty years
in the parifh, brought every mother’s [on
of them into the world without any one
flip or accident which could fairly be laid
to her account,

Thele facts , though they had ‘their
weight, yetdid not altogether fatisfy [ome
few [cruples and uneafinefles. which hung
upon my father’s fpirits in relation to this
choice. To fay nothing of the natural work-
ings of humanity and juflice, or of the
yearnings of parental and connubial love,
all which prompted him to leave as little
to hazard as poflible in a cale ofthis kind,
—he felt him(elf concerned in a particular
manner, that all Thould go right in the
prefent cale,—from the accumulated for-
row helay open to, fhould any evil betide
his wife and child, in lying-in at Shan-
dy-hall. — —He knew the world judged
by events, and would add to his afflic-




TRISTRAM SHANDY. 79

tions in [uch a ‘misfortune, by loading
him with the whole ‘blame: of it.—< Alas
«o'day !—had Mrs. Shandy, poor gentle-
¢¢ woman ! -had but her wifh in going up
«“to town juft to lye-in and come down
¢ again ,—which, they fay , fhe begged
¢t and prayed for upon her bare knees ,—
¢« and which, in my opinion, confidering
< the' fortune which Mr. Shandy got with
¢ her ,— —was no fuch mighty matter to
¢ have complied with, the lady and her
«habe might both of them have -been
calive at this hour.”’

This exclamation my father knew was
unanfwerable ;—and yet ,-it was not mere-
Iy to {helter himfelf,—nor was it altogether
for care of his off(pring and wife, thathe
feemed [o extremely -anxious about this
point;—my father had extenfive views of
lhings,———and fiood, moreover, as he
thought, deeply concerned in it for the
public good, from the dread he entertain-
ed of the bad ufes an ill-fated inftance
might be put to.

He was very fenfible that all political
writers upon the [ubject, had unanimoully

agreed and lamented, from the beginning
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of Queen Elizabeth’s reign down to his
own time, that the current of men and
money towards the metropolis, upon one
frivolous errand or another ,—fet in fo
firong ,—as to become dangerous to our
civil rights s—though, by the by,—a cur-
rent was not the image he took mofi delight
in,—a diﬁcmpcr was here his fayourite
metaphor; and he would run it down into
a perfect allegory, by maintaining it was
identically the I‘zm}}' in the body national ,
where blood and [pirits were driven up
into the head, fafier than they could find
their ways down:—a ftoppage of circula-
tion muft enfue, which was death in both
cales.

There was little danger, he would fay,
of lofing our liberties by French politics
or French invafions ;— —nor was he fo
much in pain of a c011ﬁunpli<.)n from the
mals of corrupted matter and ulcerated
humours in our confiitution ,~——which he
hoped was not [o bad as it was imagined ;
—but he verily feared, that in fome vio.
lent pulh, we (hould go off, all at once,
ina ﬁale-apoplexy,— —and then he would
fay, The Lord have mercy upon us all,
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My father was never able to give the
hiftory of this diftemper ,— —without the
remedy along with it. -

« Was I an abfolute prince ,” he would
fay, pulling up his breeches with both
his hands , as he rofe from his arm-chair,
«I would appoint able judges at every
¢ ayenue of my metropblis, who fhould
“take cognizance of every fool’s bufinefs
¢ who came there; and if, upon a fair
<« and candid hearing , it appeared not of
<« weight (ufficient to leave his own home,
«and come up, bag and baggage, with
¢ his wife and children, farmers’fons, etc.
<« etc. at his backfide, they fhould be all
¢« fent back from confiable to”confiable,
< like vagrants, as they were, to the place
<« of their legal fettlements. By this means,
¢ [ fhall take care, that my metropolis
< {ottered not through its own weight ,—
¢ that the head be no longer too big for
«the body,——that the extremes, now
«wafted and pinned in, be reftored to
<« their due Chare of nourilhment, and re-
“gain, with it, their natural firength and

¢« beauty ;— —I would effectually provide

e

«¢That the mecadows and corn-fields of
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d “my dominions, fhould laugh and fing;
¢“—that good cheer and holpitality flourifh
““once more ;—and that fuch weight and
¥ «iifluence be put thereby into-the hands
it ‘ “of the Squirality of my kingdom, as
“fhould counterpoife what I perceive my
i ¢ Nobility are now taking from them.”

“Why are there fo few palaces and
‘““gentlemen’s [eats,” he would alk, with
‘ fome emotion, as he walked acrofs the
‘ room, ““throughout-fc many delicious pro-
““vinces in France? Whence is it that few
““remaining chateaus amongh them arefo
< difmantled ,—[o unfurnifhed, and in fo
“ruinous and delolate a condition?—Be-
¢ caufe , Sir, (he would fay) in that king-
““dom no man has any country-interelt
““to fupport;—the little intereft of any
¢ Jind, which any man has any where in
<it, is concentrated in the court, and the
¢ looks of the Grand Monarch; by the
¢ fun-fhine of whofe countenance, or-the
““clouds which pafs acrols it, eyery French-
“man lives or dies.”

Another political reafon which prompt-
ed my father [o frongly ‘to guard againft
theleaft evil accident in my mother’slying-
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in in the country ,—was, That any fuch
inftance would infallibiy throw a balance
of power, too great already, into the
weaker veffels of the gentry, in his own,
or higher fiations s— —which , with the
many other uflurped rights which that part
of the conftitution was hourly eftablifbing,
— —would, in the end, prove fatal to the
monarchical [yftem of domeftic government
efiablifhed in the firfi creation of things
by God.

In this point he was entirely of Sir Ro-
bert Filmer’s opinion, That the plans and
inflitutions oftlie greatefi monarchies in the
eaftern parts of the world, were original-
ly all'fiolen from that admirable pattern
and prototype of this houfhold and pa-
ternal power;—which, for a century, he
faid, and more, had gradually been de-
generating away into a mixed governments;
—the form of -which, however defirable
in great combinations of the [pecies ,—was
very troublefome in [maH ones,—and fel-
dom produced any thing, that he faw,
but forrow and confufion.

For all thele realons, private and pub-

lic, put together,——my father was for
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haying the-man-midwife by all means ,—
my mother by no means. My father beg-
ged and intreated [he would for once recede
from her prerogative in this matter, and
fuffer him to choole for her ;—my mother,
on the contrary, infified upon her privi-
lege in this matter, to choofle for herfelf,
—and have no mortal’s help bat the old
woman’s.—What could my father do ? He
was almoft at his wit’s end;—talked ‘it
over with her in all moods ;—placed his
argumentsin all lights ;—argued the matter
with herlike a chriftian ,—like a heathen,
—like a hufband ,— —like a father,— —
like a patriot,—like a man:—My mother
anfwered every thing only like a woman;
which was a little hard upon her;—for
as fhe could not aflume and fight it out
behind fuch a variety of characters,—it
was no fair match ;— — —it was [leven to
one.— —What could my mother do ?-— —
She had the advantage (otherwile (he had
been certainly overpowered) of a [mall
reinforcement of chagrin perfonal at the
bottom, which bore her up, and enabled
her to difpute the affair with my father,

with [o equal an advantage,~—that both
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fides fung Te Deum. In a word , my mo-
ther was to have the old woman,— —and
the operator was to have licenfe to drink
a bottle of wine with my father and my
nncle Toby Shandy in the back-parlour,
— for which he was to be paid five gnineas:

I muft beg leave, before I finifh this
chapter, to enter a caveat in the breaft of
my fair reader j— —and it is this:— —
Not to take it abfolutely for gmmcd, from
an unguarded word ‘or two which I have
dropped in it ,— —<¢that I.am a married
«man.’— ——I own, the tender appel-
lation of my dear, dear Jenny— —with
fome other firokes of conjugal knowledge
inter(perfed here and there , might natural-
ly enough have milled the moft candid
judge in the world into fuch a determi-
nation againft me.— —AIl I plead for, in
this cafle, Madam , is frict juftice, and
that you do fo much of it, to me as well
as to yourlelf,——as not to prejudge, ox
receive fuch an impreflion of me, till you
have better evidence , than, I am pofitive,
at prefent can be produced againft me:
— —Not that I can be fo vain, or unrea-
fonable, Madam , as to defire you fhould
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therefore think , that my dear, dear Jenny
ismy kept mifltrels ;—no ,—that would be
ﬂattoring my character in the other ex-
treme, and giving it an air of freedom,
which, perhaps, it has no kind of right
to. All I contend for, is the utter impolli-
bility , for fome volumes, that you, orthe
mofi penetrating [pirit upon earth, [hould
know how this matter really flands,— —
It is not impollible, but that my dear,
dearJenny! tender as-the appellation is,
may be my child.— —Confider,—I was
born in the year eighteen.—Nor is there
any thing unnatural or extravagaut in the
[uppofition, that my- dear Jenny may be
my friend.— —Friend!— —My friend.—
—Surely, Madam, .a-friendlhip between
the two [exes may [ubfift, and be [up-

ported without——Fy! My

Shandy — —
without any thing, Madam, but that ten-
der and delicious [leniiment, which ever
mixes in-friend(hip, where there is a dif-
ference of fex. Let me intreat you, to
fiudy the pure and fentimental parts of
the beft French romances ;—it will really,
Madam , aftonifh you to [ee, with what
avariety of chafie exprellions this delicious

\
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fentiment, which I have the honour to

fpeak of, is drefled out.
CH AP XIXi

E WOULD [éoner undertake to explain
the hardeft problem in Geometry , than
pretend to account for it, that a gentleman
of my father’s:great good fenfe,— —'—
knowing; asthe reader muft have oblerved
him, and curious. too, in philofophy ,—
wile allo in political reafloring ,—and in
polemical (as he will find) no way igno-
rant ,——could be capable of entertaining
a notion in his head, fo out of the com-
mon track ,— —that I.fear the reader ,
when I come to mention it to him, if he
is the leaft of a.choleric.temper, will im-
mediately throw the book by ;—if mercu-
rial, he will laugh moit heartily at.it;—
and if he is of a grave and [aturnine caft,
he will, at firft fight, abfolutely condemn
it. as fanciful and extravagant; and-that
was in re[pect to the choice and impofition
of Chrifiian names, on which he thought
a great deal more depended, than what
fuperficial .minds. were capable of con-
ceiving,
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His opinion, in this matter, was, That
there was a firange kind of magic bias,
which good or bad names, as he called
them, irrefiftibly imprefled upon our cha-
racters and conduct.

The Hero of Cervantes argued not the
point with more [erioufnels ,— —nor had
he more faith,——or more to fay on the
power of Necromancy in difhonouring his
deeds ,— — —or on Dvurcinea’s name,
in fhedding lufire: upon them, than my
father had on thofe of TrisMEGISTUS oOT
AnrcuimMepeEs, on the one hand —or of
Nyxgvy and Simxin on the other. How ma-
ny Caesars and Pompeys, he would fay,
by mere infpiration of the names, have
been rendered worthy of them? And how
many, he would add, are there, who
might have done exceedingly well in the
world , had not their characters and [pirits
been totally depreffed and Nicopemus’d
into nothing?

I fee plainly, Sir, by your looks, (or~
as the cafe happened) my father would
fay ,—that you do not heartily [ublcribe
to this opinion of mine ,—which to thole,
he would add, who have not carefully
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fifted it to the bottom ,——I.own has an

air of more fancy than of folid reafoning
in it;——and yet, my dear Sir, if I may
preflume to know your character, I am
morally aflured, I fhould hazard little in
fiating a cale to you—not as a party in
the difpute ,—but as a judge., and trufling
my appeal upon it to your own good fenfe
and candid difquifition in this matter,.—
You are a perfon free from as many nar-
row prejudices of education as moft men;
— —and, if I may prelume to penetrate
farther into you ,—of a liberality of genius
above bearing down an opinion, merely
becaufe it wants friends. Your [on!—your
dear fon,—from whole [weet and open
temper you have [o much to expect,— —
your BiLry, Sir ,— —would you for the
world have called him Jupas?—Would
you, my dear Sir, he would fay, laying
his hand upon your breaft with the gen-
teelefi addrels,— —and in that foft and
irrefiftible piano of voice, which the nature
of the argumentum ad hominem ablolutely
requires,, —would you, Sir, if a Jew of
a godfather had propoled the name for
‘your child, and offered you his purfe along

Trifiram Shandy. Vol. L. H
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with it, would you have conflented to fuch
a deflecration of him?— —0 my God! he
I would fay, looking up, if I know your
temper right, Sir,——you are incapable
of it;—you would have trampled upon
i the offer;——you would have thrown the
templation at the tempter’s head with ab-
horrence.

Your greatnefls of mind in this action,
which I admire, with that generous con-
tempt of money which you fhew me in
the whole tranfaction, isreally noble ;— —
and, what renders it more [0, is the prin-
ciple of it;— —the workings of a parent’s
love upon the truth and conviction of this
very hypothefis, namely, that was your fon
called Jupas ,—the fordid and treacherous
idea, {o inleparable from the name, would
have accompanied him through life like
his fhadow, and, in the end, made a
mifer and a rafcal of him, in fpite, Sir,
of your examplie.

I never knew a man able to anlwer this
argument— — —But, indeed, to fpeak of
my father as he was; he was certainly
irrefifiible, both in his orations and dil-

putations; he was born an orator;— — —
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©:03i5uxrog. — — Perfuafion hung upon
his lips, and the elements of Logic and
Rhetoric were fo blended up in him,—
and, withal, he had [o (hrewd a guels at
the wealknelles and pallions of his refpon-
dent,— —that Nature ‘might kave flood
up and faid,— ~—¢This man is eloquent.”
In [hort, whether he was on the weak or
the firong fide of the queftion, “twas ha-
zardous in either cale to attack him :—And
yet, ’tis firange, he had never read Cice-
ro, nor Quintilian de Oratore, mor Ifo-
crates , nor Ariftotle , nor Longinus ,
amongft the ancients 3 — — nor Vollias-,
nor Skioppius , nor Ramus, nor Farnaby,
amonglt the moderns ;— and , what is
more aftonilhing , he had never in his
whole life the leaft light or [park of fub-
tilty ftruck into his mind, by one fingle
letter upon Cralenthorp or Burger(ldicius,
or any Putch logician or commentator ;—
he knew not [o much as in what the dif-
ference of an argument ad ignorantiam,
and an argument ad hominem confifieds
fo that I well remember, when he went
up along with me to enter my mname at
Jefus’ College in ***¥, — it was a maller

H 2
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of juft wonder with my worthy tutor, and
two or three fellows of that learned [o-
ciety , that a man who knew not [o much
as the names of his tools, fhould be able
to work after that falhion with them.

To work with them in the beft manner
he could , was what my father was, how-
ever, perpetually forced npon; —for he
had a thouland little [¢eptical notions of
the comic kind to defend ,—moft of which
notions , I verily believe, at firfi entered
upon the fooling of mere whims, and of
a vive la bagatelle ; and, as fuch, he would
make merry with them for half an hour
or [o, and having [harpened his wit upon
them , dilmifs them till another day.

I mention this, not only as matter of
hypothefis or conjecture upon the progrels
and efiablifhment of my father’s many
odd opinions, but as a warning to the
learned reader againfi the indilcreet re-
ception of fuch guefis, who, after a free
and undifturbed entrance, for fome Years ,
into our brains, at length claim a kind of
fettlement there ,—working [ometimes like
yealt ,—but more generally after the man-
ner of the gentle pallion, beginning in
ieft — but ending in downright earneft,
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Whether this was the cafe of the fingu-
larity of my father’s notions, or that his
judgment, at length, became the dupe of
his wit; or how far, in many of his no-
tions, he might, though odd, be abfo-
lutely right; —— the reader, as he comes
at them, [hall decide. All that I maintain
‘here, is, that, in this one , of the in-
fluence of Chrifiian names , however it
gained footing , he was ferious ; — — he
was all uniformity s — —he was [yfiema-
tical, and, like all [yfiematic realoners ,
he would move both heaven and earth,
and twift and torture every thing in na-
ture to fupport his hypothefis. In a word,
I repeat it over again, —he was [erious;
—and, in confequence of it, he would
lofe all kind of patience whenever he faw
people , elpecially of condition , who
fhould have known better,— as carelefls
and as indifferent about the name they
impofed upon their child, or more [0, than
in the choice of Ponto or Cupid for their
puppy-dog.

This, he would lay, looked ill;——-—
and had, moreover, this pur‘dcular aggras=
vation in it, viz. That, when once a vile
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name waswrongfu]lynrinjudiciouﬂd\'givcn,
it was not'like the cafe of a man’s character,
which, when wronged , might hereafter be
cleared ; —and, pollibly , fome time or
other, if not in the man’s life, at leafi
after ‘his death, be, fomehow or other,
fet to rights with the world: But the in-
jury of this, he would fay, eould never be
undones—nay, he doubted even whether
an act of parliament could reach it: — He
knew as well as you, that the legillature
aflumed a power over [urnames ;—but for
very firong réafons, which he could give,,
it had never yet adventured, he would
fay, to go a ftep farther.

It was oblervable, that tho’ my father,
in confequence of this opinion, had, as I
have told you, the firongeft likings and
diflikings towards certain names ; — that
there were fill numbers .of names which
hung [o equally in the ‘balance before
him, that they were ablolutely indifferent
to him. Jack, Dick, and Tom were of this
clal[s: Thefe my father callad neutral
names ;—affirming of them, without a [a-

tire, That there had been as many knaves

and fools, at leaft, as wile and good
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men, fince the world began, who had
indifferently borne them; — fo that, like
equal forces acting againft each other in
contrary directions, he thought they mu-
tually defiroyed each other’s effects; for
which reafon, he would often declare,
He would not give a cherry-fione to choole
amongft them. Bob, which was my bro-
ther’s name, was another of thele neutral
kinds of Chrifiian names, which operated
very little either way; and as my father
happened to be at Epfom, when it was
given him,—he would oft-times thank
Heaven it was no worfe. Andrew was
fomething like a negative quantity ‘in Al
gebra with him;—it was wotfe, he faid,
than nothing.— William ftood pretty high:
—Numps again was low with him:—and
Nick, he faid was the Devir.

But, of all the names in the univerfe,
he had the moft unconquerable averfion
for TristrAm; —he had the lowelt and
moft contemptible opinion of it of any
thing in the world ,—thinking it could pof-
fibly produce nothing ‘in rerum natura,
but what was extremely mean and pitifulz
So that in the midf of a difpute on the
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fubject, in which, by the by, he was fre-
quently involvéd,— he would fometimes
break off in a [udden and [pirited Epr-
PHONEMA , -or rather Enoresis, raifed a
third, and fometimes a full fifth, above
the key of the dilcourfe ,—and demand it
categorically of his antagonifi, Whether
he would take upon him to fay, he had
ever remembered ,—whether he had ever
read, —or even, whether he had ever
heard tell of a man, called Trifiram, per-
forming any thing great or worth record-
mb —No—, he would fay,—TrisTraxn
—The lhing is impoflible,

W hat could be wanting in my father but
to have wrote a book to publifh this no-
tion of his to the world ? Little boots it te
the [ubtle fpeculatifi to fiand fingle in his
opinions, —unlels he gives them proper
vent: —It was the identical thing which
my father did:—for in the year fixteen,
which was two years before I was born,
he was at the pains cf writing an exprels
DisserTATiON fimply upon the word Trif-
tram, — [hewing the world, with great
candour .and modefly, the grounds of his

great abliorrence to the name.
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When this fory is compared with the
title-page , — will mnot the gentle reader
pity my father from his foul?—to fee an
orderly and well-difpofed gentleman, who
tho’ fingular, — yet inoffenfive in his no-
tions, — fo played upon in them by crofls
purpofes ;—to look down upon the ftage,
and fee him baffled and overthrown in
all his little fyﬁemé and wilhes; to be-
hold a train of events perpetually falling
out againft him, and in [o critical and
cruel a way , as if they had purpolely been
planned and pointed againft him , merely
to infult his [peculations.—In a word , to
behold fuch a one, in his old age, ill-
fitted for troubles, ten times in a day [uf-
fering forrow; ten times in a day calling
the child of his prayers TrisTram !—Me-
lancholy billyllable of found! which, to
his ears, was unifon to Nincompoop, and
every name vituperative uﬂdel‘ heaven.-—-
By his afhes! I fwear it,—if ever malig-
nant [pirit took plealure, or bufied itfelf
by traverfing the purpoles of mortal man,
—it muft have been here ;—and if it was
not neceffary I (hould be born before I

Trifiram Shandy. Vol. 1. 1
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was chrifiened, I would this moment give
the reader an account of it.

CHll A PO XX

——HOVV could you, Madam, be fo in-
attentive in reading thelaft chapter? I told
you in it, That my mother was not a pe-
pifi. —Papift! You told me no fuch thing,
Sir. Madam, I beg leave to repeat it over
again, ThatItold you as plain, at lealt,
as words, by direct inference, could tell
you fuch a thing.—Then, Sir, Imuft have
miffed a page.—No, Madam,—you have
not miffed a word.—Then I was afleep,
Sir.— My pride, Madam, cannot allow
you that refuge.—Then, I declare , I know
nothing at all about the matter. — That,
Madam, is the very fault I lay to your
charge; and as a punifhment for it, I do
infift upon it, that you immediately turn
back, that is as [oon as you get to the
next full fiop, and read the whole chap-
ter over again. I have impofed this pe-
nance upon the lady, neither out of wan-
tonnels or cruelty; but from the befi of
motives; and therefore [hall make her no



W B WS

w

TRISTRAM SHANDY. 99

apology for it when [he returns back: —
"Tis to rebuke a vicious tafte which has
crept into thoufands befides herfelf, — of
reading firaight forwards, more in quelt
of the adventures, than of the deep eru-
dition, and knowledge which a book of
this caft, if read over as it [hould be,
would infallibly impart with them.—The
mind Chould be accufiomed to make wile
reflections, and draw curious conclufions
as it goes along; the habitude of which
made Pliny the younger affirm, ¢ That
he never read a book fo bad, but he
drew fome profit from it.” The ftories of
Greece and Rome, run over without this
turn and application, —do lels fervice, I
affirm it, than the hiftory of Parifmus
and Parifmenus, or of the Seven Cham-
pions of England, read with it.

—But here comes my fair Lady. Have
you read over again the chapter, Madam,
as I defired you?—You have: And did
you not oblerve the paffage, upon the fe-
cond reading, which admits the inference?
—Not a word like it! Then, Madam, be
plealed to ponder well the laft line but
one of the chapter, where I take upon

X2
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me to fay, “It was neceffary 1 [hould
be born before I was chrifiened.” Had
my mother, Madam, been a Papift, that
confequence did not follow *).

It is a terrible misfortune for this fame

¥) The Romifh Ritnals direct the baptizing
of the child, in cafes of danger, before it is
born;— — but upon this provifo, That fome
part or other of the child’s body be feen by
the baptizer:—But the Doctors of the Sor-
bonne, by a deliberation held amongft them
April, 10, 1733 ,——have eularged the powers
of the midwives , That though no part of the
¢hild’s body fhould appear,—— that baptifm
Chall neverthelefs be adminiftered to it by
injection, par le moyen d’une petite Canulle ,—
Anglicé a fquirt,—’Tis very ftrange that St.
Thomas Aquinus, who had fo good a mecha-
nical head, both for tying and untying the
Eknots of fchool divinity,— —fhould, after fo
much pains beftowed upon this,——give up
the point at lalt, as a fecond La chofe impef-
fible ,——*“ Infantes in maternis uteris exi-
“ ftentes (quoth St. Thomas!) baptizari poffunt
*¢ nullo mode.”’—0Q Thomas! Thomas!

If the reader has the curiofity to fee the
queftion upon baptifm, by injection,, as pre=
fented to the Doctors of the Sorbonne,——
with their confultation thereupon, it is as
follows.



d

at

TRISTRAM SHANDY. 101

book of mine, but more fo to the Repub-
lic of Letters; — o that my own is quite
fwallowed up in the confideration of it,—
that this lelf-fame vile pruriency for frelh
adventures in all things, has got (o firong-
ly into our habit, and humour, —and [o
wholly intent are we upon fatisfying the
impatience of our concupilcence that way,
—that nothing but the grols and more car-
nal parts of a compolfition will go down:
—The fubtle hints and (ly communica-
tions of [cience fly off, like [pirits, up-
wards ;—the heavy moral elcapes down-
wards; and both the one and the other
are as much loft to the world, as if they
were fill left in the bottom of the ink-horn.

I wilh the male-reader has not pafled
by many a one, as quaint and curious as
this one, in which the female-reader has
been detected. I wilh it may have its ef-
fects; —and that all good people, both
male and female, from her example, may

be taught to think as well as read.
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Mémoire présenté a4 Meflieurs les
Docteurs de Sordonne*).

UN Chirurgien Accoucheur, repreéfente
a fllj}eurs les Docteurs de Sorbonne,
qu'il y a des cas, quoique trés-rares, o
une mére ne fauroit accoucher, et méme
ou Uenfant efi tellement renferme dans le
Jeirn de fa mére, gu’il ne fait paroitre au-
cune partie de fon corps, ce qui_[eroit un
cas, fuivant les Rituels, de lui conférer,
du moins fous condition, le baptéme. Le
Chirurgien, gui confulte, prétend, par le
moyen d’une petite canulle, de pouvoir
baptiser immédiatement Uenfant Jans
faire aucun tort & la mére.~1Il demande
St ce moyen, qu’il vient de propofer, eft
permis et legitime, et s'il peut s'en f[er-
vir dans le cas qu’il vient d’expofer.

REPONSE.
LE Confeil eflime, que la queftion pro-
pofée fouffre de grandes difficultés. Les

¥) Vide Deventer. Paris Edit. ato, 1734,
pag. 366.
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Théologiens pofent d’un cbté pour prin-
cipe, que le baptéme , qui eft une naiffance
ﬁnrituelle,ﬁzpque une premiére naifjances
il faut étre né dans le monde, pour re-
naitre en Jélus-Chrift, comme ils Uenfeig-
nent. . Thomas, 3 part. quaeft. 88. artic.
11. fuit cette doctrine comme une verité
conftante; Uon ne peut, dit ce S. Docteur,
baptifer les enfans qui font renfermés dans
le [ein de leurs méres, et S. Thomas L:/z‘
fonde"/itr ce, que les enfans re font point
nés, et ne peuvent étre comptes parmi les
autres hommes; d o il conclut , qu'ils ne
peuvent étre Dobjet dune action exte-
rieure, pour recevoir par leur minifiére,
les facrémes néceffaires au_falut : Pueri in
maternis uteris exiftentes nondum pro-
dierunt in lucem ut cum aliis hominibus
vitam ducant; unde non poflunt [ubjici
actioni humanae, ut per eorum minifte-
rium [acramenta recipiant ad falutem. Les
rituels ordonnent dans la pratique ce que
les théologiens ont établi Jur les mémes
matidres, et ils défendent tous d'une ma-
niére uniforme, de baptifer les enfans qui
Jont renfermés dans le fein de leurs méres,
&ils ne font paroltre quelgue partic de
{
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leurs corps. Le concours des theologiens
et des rituels, qui font les régles des dio-
céfes, paroit former une autorite qui ter-
mine la quefiion préfente; cependant le
confeil de confeience confidérant d’un coté,
gue le raifonnement des théologicns eft
uniquement Jondeé fur une raiforn de con-
venance, et que la défence des rituels Jup-
pofe guee Lon ne peut baptifer immeédiate-
ment les enfans ainfi renfermés dans le
Jeéin de leurs méres, ce qui eft contre la
ﬁ/pp«{[z‘ﬁon préfente; et d’un autre cote,
confldérant que les mémes théologiens en-
Jeignent, que Pon peut rifquer les facré-
mens que Jélus-Chrilt a ¢tablis comme
des maoyens faciles, mais néceflaires pour
ﬁzrzct{fz‘er les hommes; et d’ailleurs efti-
mant, que les enfans renfermés dans le
Jein de leurs mdéres pourroient étre c¢a-
pables de [alut, parce qu’ils font capables
de damnatio;z;——pour ces confidérations,
et en eégard & Uexpofd, [fuivant lequel on
affure avoir trouve un moyen certain de
baptifer ces enfans ainfi renfermés, fans
f}zire aucun tort a la mére, le Con/'eil
eftime que l'on pourroit [é fervir du moyen
propofé, dans la confiance gu’il a, que
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s Dien n’a point laiffé ces Jfortes denfans
- Jans aucuns fecouwrs; et _fuppofant , comme
% il eft expofé, que le moyen dont il sagit
¢ eft propre a leur procurer le baptéme ; ce-
s pendant comme il §agiroit, en autorifant
4 la pratique propofée, de changer une régle
¢ univerfellement établie, le Confeil croit
G que celui qui confulte doit' saddreffer a
: Jon évéque, et a qui il appartient de ju-
2 ger de Uutilité, et du danger du moyen
2 propofé, et comme, Jous le bon plaifir de
) eévéque, le Confeil eftime qu’'il faudroit

recourir au Pape, qui a le droit Uexpli-
quer les régles de Uéglife, et d’y déroger
dans le cas, ow la loi ne fauroit obliger;
quelque fage et quelque utile que paroiffe
la maniére de baptifer dont il s'agit, le
confeil ne pourroit l'approuver sans le con-
cours de ces dewx autorités. On confeile
au moins & celui qui confulte, de sad.
dreffer & fon évlque, et de lui faire part
de la préfente décifion , afin que, fi le pré-
Iat entre dans les raifons fur lesquelles
les docteurs fouffignés s appuyent il puiffe
étre autorif¢ dans le cas de néceffité, ot

il rifqueroit trop d’attendre que la per-
miffior fit démandee et accordée deni-
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ployer le moyen qu’il propofe fi avania-
geux ar falut de Penfant. Au refie, le
confeil, en efiimant, que lon pourroit
sen fervir, croit cependant , que fi les en-
Jans dont il Sagit, venpient au monde
contre Lefpérance de ceux qui fe feroient
Jervis du méme moyen, il feroit.-néceflaire
de les /}api{/br [ous condition et en cela
le confeil fe conforme & tous les yituels,
qui en autorifant le baptéme dun enfunt
gui fait paroltre quelque partie de Jon
corps, enjoignent néanmoins, et ordone
nent de le baptifer fous condition, s'ivient
].'t?lll‘c’l._’ﬁ*l)’lt,’ﬂ[ au I]If))ldb’.
Délibéré en Sorbonne, le 10 Avril, 1733,
A. Le Moxxe.
L. De Romicny.
De Marcirry.
Mr. Triftram Shandy’s compliments to
Mellrs. Le Moyne, De Romigny, and De
Marcilly ; hopes they. all refied well the
night after [o tirefome a conflultation.—He
begs to kuow, whother, afier the cere-
mony of marriage, and before that of con-
fummation, the baptizing all the Honmux-
culr at once, flap-dafh, by injection ,
weuld not be a (horter and (afer cut fill:
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on condition, as above, That if the Ho-
smuncurr do well, and come fafe into the
world after this, that each and every of
them fhall be baptized again (fous con-
dition.)— And provided, in the fecond
place, That the thing can be done, which
Mr., Shandy apprehcnds it may, par le
moyen d’une petite canulle, and ﬁlll:ﬁlift

aeucun tort & la mére.

CH AP XXL

—-—I WONDER what’s all that noile and
running backwards and forwards for, above
ftairs, quoth my father, addrelling him-
felf, after an hour and a half’s filence , to
my uncle Toby — who you muft know,
was fitting on the oppofite fide of the fire,
[moking his [ocial pipe all the time, in
mute contemplation of a new pair of black
Plul‘l\‘breeches which he had got on:—
What can they be doing, bYother ?2—quoth
my father,—we can [carce hear our-
felves talk.

I think, replied my uncle Toby, taking
his pipe from his mouth, and friking the
head of it twe or three times upon the
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nail of his left thumb, as he began his
fentence ,—1I think, fays he:—But to en-
ter rightly into my uncle Toby’s fentiments
upon this matter, you mufi be made to
enter firft a little into his character, the
out-lines of which I Thall juft give you,
and then the dialogue between him and
my father will go on as well again.

— Pray what was that man’s name, —
for Iwrite in [uch a hurry, I have no time
to recollect or look for it,—who firfi made
the oblervation, ¢ That there was great in-
conftancy in our air and climate?”” Who-
ever he was, it was a juft and good obfer-
vation in him,— But the corollary drawn
from it, namely, ¢ That it is this which
has furnilhed us with fuch a variety of
odd and whimfical characters;”’—that was
not his—it was found out by another man,
at leaft a century and a half after him :—
Then again ,—that this copious fiore-houfe
of original materials, is the trne and na-
tural caufle that our Comedies are o much
better than thofle of France, or any others
that either' have, or can be wrote upon
the continent; — that difcovery was not
fully made till about the middle of King
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William’s reign, when the great Dryden,
in writing one of his long prefaces, Gf I
miftake not) moft fortunately hit upon it
Indeed towards the latter end of Queen
Anne, the great Addifon began to patro-
nize the notion, and more fully explained
it to the world in one or two of his Spec-
tators ;—but the dilcovery was not his,. —
Then, fourthly and laftly , that this firange
irregularity in our climate, producing fo
firange an irregularity in our characters
—doth thereby, in fome fort, make us
amends, by giving us fomewhat to make
us merry with when the weather will not
fuffer us to go out of doors,—that obfer-
vation is my own3; and was ftruck out by
me this very rainy day, March 26,1759,
and betwixt the hour of nine and ten in
the morning.

Thus—thus, my fellow-labourers and
allociates in this great harveli of our learn-
ing, now ripening before our eyes; thus
it is, by [low fieps of calual increale,
that our knowledge phyfical, metaphyfi-
cal, phyliological, polemical, nautical ,
mathematical , aenigmatical , technical ,
biogmphical, romantical, chemical,, and
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obftetrical , with fifty other branches of it,
(moft of ’em ending, as thele do, in ical)
have, for thele two lafi centuries and
more, gradually been creeping upwards
towards that >Axuy of their perfections,
from which, if we may form a conjecture
from the advances of thefelali feven years,
we cannot pollibly be far off,

When that happens, it is to be hoped,
it will put an end to all kind of writings
whatloever ,—the want of all kind of writ-
ing will put an end to all kind of read-
ing; —and that in time, As war begets
poverty , poverty peace ,—mult, in courle,
put an end to all kind of knowledge ,—
and then—we fhall have all to begin over
again; or, in other words, be exactly
where we flarted.

— Happy! thrice happy times! I only
wilh that the aera of my begetting, as
well as the mode and manner of it, had
been a little altered, — or that it could
have been put off, with any convenience
1o my father or mother, for fome twenty
or five-and-twenty years longer, when a
man in the literary world might have food
fome chance,—
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But I forget my uncle Toby, whom all
this while we have left knocking the
alhes out of his tobacco-pipe.

His humour was of that particular [pe-
cies, which does honour to our atmo-
fphere; and I fhould have made no feruple
of ranking him amongft one of the firft-
rate productions of it, had not there ap-
peared too many firong lines in it of a fa-
mily-likeneFS, which [hewed that he de-
rived the fingularity of his temper more
from blood, than either wind or water,
or any modifications or combinations of
them whatever: And I have, therefore,
oft-times wondered, that my father, tho’
I believe he had his reafons for it, upon
his obferying fome tokens of eccentricity,
in my courfe when I was a boy ,— fhould
never once endeavour to account for them
in this way ; for all the Suanvpy Famiry
were of an original character throughout:
— 1 mean the males,—the females had
no character at all,—except, indeed, my
great aunt Dinan, who, about fixty years
ago, was married and got with child by
the coachman, for which my father, ac-
cording to his hypothefis of Chriftian names;
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would often fay, She might thank her
godfathers and godmothers.

|| It will feem very firange ,—and I would
as [oon think of dropping a riddle in the
reader’s way, which is not my intereft to
do, as fet him upon guelling how it could
come to pals, that an event of this kind,
fo many years after it had happened,
fhould be referved for the interruption of
the peace and unity, which otherwile [o
cordially fubfified, between my father and
my uncle Toby. One would have thought,
that the whole force of the misfortune
fhould have [pent and wafied itlelf in the
family at firfi ,—as is generally the cale.—
But nothing ever wrought with our fami-
ly after the ordinary way. Pollibly at the
very time this happened, it might have
fomething elle to afflict it; and as afflic-
tions are fent down for our good, and that
as this had never done the Suanpy Fa-
miLy any good at all, it might lay wait-
ing till apt times and circumftances (hould
give it an opportunity to dilcharge its of-
fice.—Oblerve, I determine nothing upon
this,—My way is ever to point out to the
curious, different tracts of invefligation,
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her

Yo come at the firft [prings of the events
uld Y teli;—not with a pedantic Feflcue,—or
the in the decifive manner of Tacitus, who
E to outwits himfelf and his reader ;—but with
uld the officious humility of a heart devoted
nd , to the allifance merely of the inquifitive ;
ed , —to them I write,—and by them 1 [hall
. of be read—if any [uch reading as this could
o be fuppofled to hold out fo long,—to the
ind very end of the world.
ht, Why this caule of forrow, therefore,
ne was thus referved for my father and uncle,
the is undetermined by me., But how and in
Rl what direction it exerted itfelf fo as to
mi- become the caule of diflatisfaction between
the them, after it began to operate, is what
wve I am able to explain with great exactnels
lic- and is as follows:
hat My uncle TOBY SHANDY, Madam,
TA» was a gentleman, who, with the virtues
ait- which ufually conflitute the character of
uld a man of honour and rectitude ,—pollel-
of- fed one in a very eminent degree, which
on is [eldom or never put into the catalogue;
the and that was a moft extreme and unpa-
n, rallel’d modefiy of nature,—tho’ I correct

the word nature, for this realon, that I

Trifiram Shandy. Vol, 1. K




Tue LIFE oy

may not prejudge a point which muft
fhortly come to a hearing, and that is,
Whether this modefty of his was natural
or acquired. — Whichever way my uncle
Toby came by it, it was neverthelels
modefty in the trueft [enle of it; and that
is, Madam, not in regard to words, for
he was [o unhappy as to have very little
choice in them, ——but to things; ——
and this kind of modefiy [o pollelled him,
and it arole to fuch a height in him, as °
almoft to equal, if [uch a thing could be,
even the modefiy of a woman: That fe-
male nicety, Madam, and inward clean-
linels both of mind and fancy, in your
fex, which makes you [0 much the awe
of ours.

You will imagine, Madam, that my
uncle Toby had contracted all this from
this very [ource;——that he had fpent a
great part of his time in converle with
your [ex ; and that from a thorough know-
ledge of you, and the force of imitation
which fuch fair examples render irrefiftible
—he had acquired this amiable turn of
mind.

I wilh I could fay [o,— for unlels it
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Gras with his fifier-in-law , my father’s wife
and my mother,—my uncle Toby [carce
exchanged three words with the fex in
as many years;—no, he got it, Madam,
by a blow.—A blow !—Yes, Madam, it
was owing to a blow from a ftone, broke
off by a ball from the parapet of a horn-
work at the fiege of Namur, which firuck
full upon my uncle Toby’s groin — —
Which way could that effect it? The fory
of that, Madam, is long and interefting;
—but it would be running my hifiory all
upon heaps to give it you here —’Tis for
an epilode hereafter; and every circum-
fiance relating to it, in its propex place,
fhall be faithfully laid before you :—"Till
then, it is not in my power to give far-
ther light into this matter, or fay more
than what I have [aid already ,-— That
my uncle Toby was a gentleman of un-
Pamllcl’d modefty, which bhappening to
be fomewhat fubtilized and rarified by the
confiant heat of a little family-pride,—
they both fo wrought together within him,
that he could never bear to hear the af-
fair of my aunt Dinan touched upon, but
with the greatelt emotion,— —The leal
K 2




hint of it was enough-to make the blood
fly into his face; but when my father en-
larged upon the ftory in mixed compa-
nies, which the illufiration of his hypo-
thefis frequently obliged him to do,—the
unfortunate blight of one of the faireft
branches of the family, would flet my
uncle Toby’s honour and modefty o’bleed-
ing; and he would often take my father
afide, in the greateft concern imaginable,

to expoftulate

him any thing in the world, only to let

the fiory reft.

My father, I believe, had the trueft love
and tendernels for my uncle Toby, that
ever one brother bore towards another,
and would have done any'thing in na-
ture, which one brother in realon could
have defired of another, to have made'
my uncle Toby’s heart ealy in this, or
any other point. But this lay out of his

power.

—My father, as I'told you, was a phi-
lolopher in grain, — [peculative , — fyfe-
matical ;—and my aunt Dinah’s affair was
a matter of as much conlequence to him,

Tre LIFE oF

and tell him, he would give

as the retrogradation of the planets to Co-
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pernicus: —— The back(llidings of Venus
in her orbit fortified the Copernican [yl-
tem, called [o after his name; and the
backflidings of my aunt Dinah in her or-
bit, did the fame fervice in eftablifhing
my father’s [yfiem, which, I truft, will
for ever hereafter be called the Skandean
Syflem, after his.

. In any other family difhonour, my fa-
ther, I believe, had as nice a fenfe of
fhame as any man whatever;—and neither
he, nor, I dare fay, Copernicus, would
have divulged the affair in either cale, or
have taken the leaft notice of it to the
world, but for the obligations they owed,
as they thought, to truth.— dmicus Pla-
t0, my father would fay, confiruing the
words to my uncle Toby, as he went
along, Amicus Plato; that is, DinAx was
my aunt ;—fed magis amica veritas-—but
TrutH is my fifter.

This contrariety of humours betwixt my
father and my uncle, was the fource of
many a fraternal fquable. The one could
not bear to hear the tale of family difl-
grace recorded, —and the other would
fcarce ever let a day pals to an end with-
out fome hint at it,
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For God’s fake, my uncle Toby would
ery ,—and for my [fake, and for all our
fakes, my dear brother Shandy ,—do let
this flory of our aunt’s and her alhes fleep
in peace; — —how can you,—how can
you have fo little feeling and compaflion
for the character of our family 2— —What
is the character of a family to an hypo-
thefis? my father would reply.——Nay,
if you come to that— —what is the life
of a family ?——The life of a family!—
my uncle Toby would fay, throwing him-
[elf back in his arm chair, and lifting up
his hands, his eyes, and one leg.—Yes,
the life,—my father would fay, main-
taining his point. How many thoufands of
‘em are there every year that come cafi
away, (in all civilized countries at leaft)
—and confidered as nothing but common
air, in competition of an hypothefis. In
my plain [enle of things, my uncle Toby
would anlwer,——every [uch inftance is.
down-right Murper, let who will com-
mit it.—There lies your miftake, my fa.
ther would reply ;—for, in Foro Scientie
there is no fuch thing as Murper S tig
only Dgatu, brother,
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My uncle Toby would never offer to
anfwer this by any other kind of argu-
ment, than that of whifiling half a dozen
bars of Lillebullero, —You muft know it
was the ufual channel thro’ which his pal-
[ons got vent, when any thing (hocked
or furprifed him;— —but elpecially when
any thing, which he deem’d very ablurd,
was offered.

As not one of our logical writers, nor
any of the commentators upon them, that
I remember, have thought proper to give
a name to this particular [pecies of argu-
_mcnt,—-I here take the liberty to do it
myflelf, for two realons, Firft, That, in
order to prevent all confufion in dilputes,
it may ftand as much diftinguifhed for
ever, from every other fpecies of argu-
ment—as the Argumentum ad Verecun-
diam , ex Abfurdo, ex Furtiori, or any
other argument whatfoever :—And [econd-
ly, That it may be faid by my children’s
children, when my head is laid to reft,—
that their learned grand-father’s head had
been bufied to as much purpole once, as
other people’s;—That he had invented a
name , — and generoully throwsn it into
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the Treasury of the Ars Logica, for
one of the moft unanfwerable arguments
in the whole (cience. And if the end of
difputation is more to filence than con-
vince ,——they may add, if they pleafe,
to one of the beft arguments too.

I do therefore, by thefle preflents, firict-
ly order and command, That it be known
and diftinguifhed by the name and title
of the drgumentum Fifiulatorium , and
no other;—and that it rank hereafter with
the Argumentum Baculinum, and the
Argumentum ad Crumenam , and for ever
hereafter be treated of in the [ame chapter.

As for the Argumentum Tripodium ,
which is never uled but by the woman
againft the man;—and the Adrgumentum
ad Rem, which, contrarywile, is made
ule of by the man only againft the wo-
man ;—As thele two are enough in con-
{cience for one lecture ;—and, moreover,
as the one is the beft anlwer to the other,
—let them likewife be kept apart, and
be treated of in a place by themfelves.
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C'H AP, XXIIL

TH E learned Bilhop Hall, I mean the
famous Dr. Joleph Hall, who was Bilhop
of Exeter, in King James the Firfi’s reign,
tells us in one of his Pecads, at the end
of his divine art of meditation, imprinted
at London, in the year 1610, by John
Beal dwelling in Alder[gate-fireet, “ That
it is an abominable thing for a man to
commend himfelf;” — and I really think
it is [o.

And yet, on the other hand, when a
thing is executed in a mafterly kind of a
falhion, which thing is not likely to be
found out;~-I think it is full as abomin-
able, that a man [hould lofe the honour
of it, and go out of the world with the
conceit of it rotting in his head.

This is precilely my ftuation.

For in this long digreflion which I was
accidentally led into, as in all my digref-
fions (one only excepted) there is a mal-
ter-firoke of digreflive [kill, the merit of
which has all along, I fear, been over-
looked by my reader, — not for want of
Penetration in him, — but becaule ’tis an

Trifiram Shandy. Vol, 1. L
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excellence [eldom looked for, or expect-
ed indeed, in a digreflion; and it is this:
That tho’ my digrellions are all fair, as
you obferve ,—and that Ifly off from what
I am about, as far, and as often too, as
any writer in Great Britain; yet I con-
fiantly take care lo order affairs fo, that
my main bufinels does not fiand fill in
my ablence.

I was juft going, for example, to have
given you the great out-lines of my uncle
Toby’s mofi whimfical character ;—when
my aunt Dinah and the coachman came
acrofs us, and led us a vagary fome mil-
lions of miles into the very heart of the
planetary [yftem: Notwithftanding all this,
you perceive that the drawing of my uncle
Toby’s character went on gently all the
time ;—not the great contours of it,—that
was impoﬂ'ible,-—but fome familiar firokes
and faint defignations of it, were here
and there touched on, as we went along,
fo that you are much better acquainted
witll my uncle Toby now than you was
before.

By this contrivance the machinery of my
work is of a [pecies by itlelf; two can-
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trary motions are introduced into it, and
reconciled, which are thought to be at
variance with each other. In a word, my
worlk is digrellive, and it is progrellive
too,—and at the fame time.

This, Sir, is a very different ftory from
that of the earth’s moving round her axis,
in her diurnal rotation, with her progrels
in her elliptic orbit which brings about the
year, and conftitutes that variety and vi-
ciflitude of feafons we enjoy;—though [
own it [uggefied the thought,—as I be-
lieve the greateft of our boafted improve-
ments and dilcoveries have come from
fome fuch trifling hints.

Digrellions , inconteftably are the fun-
fhinc;——-lhey are the life, the foul of read-
ing ;—tale them out of this book, for in-
ftance ,—you might as well take the book
along with them;—one cold eternal win~
ter would reign in every page of it; rel-
tore them to the writer;— —he fteps forth
like a bridegroom— —Dbids All hail; brings
in variety, and forbids the appetite to fail.

All the dexterity is in the good cooke-
ry and management of them, fo as to be
ot only for the advantage of the reader,

L2
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but allo of the author, whofe difirels, in
this matter, is truly pitiable: For, if he
begins a digreflion, from that moment, 1
obflerve, his whole work ftands fock fill;
! —and if he goes on with his main work,
—then there is an end of his digreflion.

—This is vile work,—For which rea-
fon, from the beginning of this, you fee,
1 have confiructed the main work and the
adventitious parts of it with [uch interfec-
tions, and have fo complicated and in-
volved the digreflive and progre(live move-
ments, one wheel within another, that
the whole machine, in general, has been
kept a-going ;—and, what’s more, it [hall
be kept a-going thele forty years, if it
pleales the fountain of health to blels me
fo long with life and good [pirits.

C H AP XXIL

I BAVE a firong propenfity in me to be-
gin this chapter very nonfenfically , and I
will not baulk my fancy.—Accordingly I

fet off thus:
If the fixture of Momus’s glals in the

human breaft, according to the propofed
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emendation of that arch-critic, had taken
place ,— —firft, This foolilh conlequence
would certainly have followed ,—That the
very wileft and the very graveft of us all,
in one coin or other, muft have paid
windew-money every day of our lives.
And, fecondly, That had the faid glals
been there fet up, nothing more would
have been wanting, in order to have ta-
ken a man’s character, but to have taken
a chair and gone foftly, as you would to
a dioptrical bee-hive, and looked in,—
viewed the foul fiark naked ;—oblerved
all her motions,— her machinations ; —
traced all her maggots from their firft en-
gendering to their crawling forth ;—watch-
ed her loofe in her frifks, her gambols,
her capricios; and after fome notice of
her more folemn deportment, confequent
upon fuch frifks, etc.—then taken your
pen and ink and fet down nothing but
what you had feen, #nd could have [worn
to :—But this is an advantage not to be
had by the biographer in this planet; in
the planet Mercury (belike) it may be fo,
if not better &ill for him;—for there the
intenfe heat of the country, which is proved




Tue LIFE or

by computators, from its vicinity to the
fun, to be more than equal to that of red-
hot iron,—muft, I think, long ago have
vitrified the bodies of the inbabitants, (as
the efficient caufle) to [uit them for the
climate (which is the final caufe;) [o that
betwixt them both, all the tenements of
their fouls, from top to bottom, may be
nothing elle, for aught the foundeft phi-
lofophy can fhew to the contrary, but
one fine tranlparent body of clear glals
(bating the umbilical knot;)—fo, that till
the inhabitants grow old and tolerably
wrinkled, whereby the rays of light, in
palling through them, become f[o mon-
Rroully refracted ,—or return reflected from
their [urfaces in [uch tranfverle lines to the
eye, that a man cannot be [een through;
—his loul might as well, unlels for mere
ceremony,-—or the trifling advantage which
the umbilical point gave her,— might,
upon all other accounts, I fay, as well
play the fool out o’doors as in her own
houle.

But this, as I faid above, is not the
cale of the inhabitants of this earth; —
our minds f(hine not through the body,
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but are wrapt up here in a dark covering
of uncryfialized flefh and blood; fo that,
if we would come to the [pecific charac-
ters of them, we muft go [ome other way
to work.

Many, in good truth, are the ways,
which human wit has been forced to take
to do this thing with exactnels.

Some, for infiance, draw all their cha-
racters with wind-inftruments. —— Virgil
takes notice of that way in the affair of
Dido and Aeneas;—but it is as fallacious
as the breath of fame ;—and, moreover,
befpeaks a narrow genius. I am not igno-
rant that the Italians pretend to a mathe-
matical exactnels in their defignations of
one particular fort of character among
them, for the forte or piano of a certain
wind-infirument they ufe ,——which they
fay 'is infallible.—I dare not mention the
name of the infirument in this place ;—
"1is [ufficient we have it amongft us ,—but
never think of making a drawing by it;—
this is aenigmatical, and intended to be
fo, at leaft, ad populum :—And therefore
Ibeg, Madam, when you come here, that
you read on as faft as you can, and ne-
ver fop to make any inquiry about it
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There are others again, who will draw
a man’s character from no other helps in
the world, but merely from his evacna-
tions ;—but this often gives a very incor-
rect outline ,—unlefs, indeed, you take a
Tketch of his repletions too; and by cor-
recting one drawing from the other, com.
pound one good figure out of them both,

I fhould have no objection to this me-
thod, but that I think it muft [mell too
ftrong of the lamp, and be rendered fill
more operofe, by forcing you to have an
eye to the refi of his Non-naturals.—Why
the mofi natural actions of a man’s life
fhould be called his Non-naturals, — is
another queftion.

There are others, fourthly, who difdain
every one of thele expedients ;—not from
any fertility of his own, but from the va-
rious ways of doing it, which they have
borrowed from the honourable devices
which the Pentagraphic Brethren *) of the
brufh have fhewn in taking copies, —

¥) Pentagraph, an inftrument to Copy prints
and pictures mechanically, and in any pro-
portion,
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Thele, you muft know, are your great
hifforians.

One of thefe you will fee drawing a
full-length character againfi the light ; —
thats illiberal,— difhoneft, — and hard
upon the character of a man who fits.

Others, to mend the matter, will make
a drawing of you in the Camera; —that
is moft unfair of all,—becaufle, there yo‘u
are [ure to be reprefented in fome of your
moft ridiculous attitudes.

To avoid all and every one of thefe
errors, in giving you my uncle Toby’s
character, I am determined to draw it by
no mechanical help whatever ;—nor fhall
my pencil be guided by any one wind-
infirument which ever was blown upon,
either on this, or on the other fide of the
Alps; —nor will T confider either his re-
pletions or his dilcharges—or touch upon
his Non-naturals;—but, in a word, I will
draw my uncle Toby’s character from his
Hossy-Horse.
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CH AP XXIV:

IF I was not morally fure that the reader
muft be out of al] patience for my uncle
Toby’s character ,—I would here previoul-
ly have convinced him that there is no
infirament [o fit to draw fuch a thing with ,
as that which I have pitched upon.

A man and his Hozsv-Horse, tho’ I
cannot fay that they act and re-act ex-
actly after the fame manner in which the
foul and body do upon each other: Yet
doubtlefs there is a communication be-
tween them of fome kind; and my opi-
nion rather is, that there is l'omething in
it more of the manner of electrified bo-
dies, — and that by means of the heated
parts of the rider, which come imme-
diately into contact with the back of the
Hoesy-Horse, — By long journies and
much friction, it fo happens, that the
body of the rider is at length filled as
full of Hoey-Horsicar matter as it can
hold;—fo that if you are able to give but
a clear delcription of the nature of the
one, you may form a pretty exact notion
of the genius and character of the other,
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Now the Hopry-Horse which my uncle
Toby always rode upon, was in my opi
nion, an Hosey-Horse well worth giving
a delcription of, if it was only upon the
fcore of his great fingularity ; for you might
have travelled from Yorlk to Dover ,—from
Dover to Penzance in Cornwall, and from
Penzance to York back again, and not
have [een [uch another upon the road; or
if you had feen -fuch a one, whatever
hafte you had been in, you mufi infallibly
have fopped to have taken a view of him,
Indeed, the gait and figure of him was
fo firange, and [o utterly unlilse was he,
from his head to his tail, to any one of
the whole [pecies, that it was now and
then made a matter of dilpute, whether
he was really a Hozzy-Horse or no: But
as the Philofopher would ufe no other
argument to the Sceptic, who difputed
with him againft the reality of motion, fave
that of rifing up upon his legs, and walk-
ing acrols the room; fo would my uncle
Toby ule no other argument to prove his
Hoesy-Horse was a Hoesy-Homse in-
deed, but by getting upon his back and
riding him about; —leaving the world,
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after that, to determine the point as it
thought fit.

In good truth, my uncle Toby mounted
him with [o much plealure, and he car-
ried my uncle Toby fo well, —that he
troubled his head very little with what
the world either faid or thought about it,

It is now high time, however, that I
give you a defcription of him:— But to
8o on regularly, I only beg you will give
me leave to acquaint you firf, how my
uncle Toby came by him.

CHHAY P Ssabxw:

THE wound in my uncle Toby’s groin,
which he received at the fiege of Namur,
rendering him unfit for the [ervice, it was
thought expedient he Chould return to Eng-
land, in order, if pollible, to be fet to
rights.

He was four years totally confined , —
part of it to his bed, and all of it to his
room ; and in the courfe of his cure, which
was all that time in hand, [uffered un.
fpeakable mileries, — owing to a fuccel-
fion of exfoliation from the os pubis, and
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the outward edge of that part of the co.
xendiz called the os ilium ,~—both which
bones were difmally crufhed , as much by
the irregularity of the ffone, which I told
you was broke off the parapet, as by its
fize, — (tho’ it was pretty large) which
inclined the furgeon all along to think,
that the great injury which it had done
my uncle Toby’s groin, was more owing
to the gravity of the ftone itlelf, than to
the projectile force of it—which he would
often tell him was a great happinels.
My father at that time was juft begin-
ning bufinels in London, and had taken
a houfe;—and as the trueft friendfhip
and cordiality fubfified between the two
brothers ,—and that my father thought my
uncle Toby could no where be o well
nurfed and taken care of as in his own
houfe, — he alligned him the very befi
ment in it. And what was a much

more fincere mark of his affection Rill, .

he would never [uffer a friend or an ac-
quaintance to ftep into the houle on any
occafion, but he would take him by the
hand, and lead him up fairs to [ee his
brother Toby, and chat an hour by his
bed-fide.
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The hiffory of a foldier’s wound be-
guiles the pain of it;—my uncle’s vifitors
at leaft thought [0, and in their daily calls
upon him, from the courtely arifing out
of that belief, they would frequently turn
the dilcourle to that fubject, —and from
that [ubject the difcourle would generally
roll on the fiege itlelf.

Thele converlations were infinitely kind 3
and my uncle Toby received great relief
from them, and would have received much
more, but that they brought him into fome
unforeleen perplexities, which, for three
months together, retarded his cure great-
ly; and if he had not hit upon an expe-
dient to extricate himlelf out of them, I
verily believe they would have laid him
in his grave.

What thele perplexities of my uncle
Toby were,—tis impoflible for you to
guels; —if you could,—1I fhould blufh;
not as a relation, —not as a man, — nor
even as a woman, — but I (hould blulh
as an author; inafmuch as I fet no [mall
fiore by myfelf upon this very account,
that my reader has never yet been able
to guels at any thing. And in this, Sir, I
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am of fo nice and fingular a humour, that
if I thought you was able to form the

]
S leaft judgment or probable conjecture to
¢ yourfelf, of what was to come in the
) next page,—1I would tear it out of my
y boolk.

:

End of the firfi Volumé,
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LIFE and OPINIONS
0OF

TRISTRAM SHANDY, GENT. i

CeHZARRS I

I HAVE begun a new book, on purpole
that I might have room enough to explain
the nature of the perplexities in which my
uncle Toby was involved, from the many
difcourfes and interrogations about the
fiege of Namur, where he received his iy
wound, i
I mufi remind the reader, in cale he
has read the hifiory of King William’s
wars ,—but if he has not,—I then inform
him that one of the moft memorable at- {
tacks in that fiege, was that which was 'ﬁ‘n E
made by the Englifh and Dutch upon the w |
M2



140 Tue LIFE ox

point of the advanced counterfcarp, before
the gate of St. Nicolas, which inclofled the
great [luice or water-fiop, where the Eng-
lith were terribly expofed to the [hot of
the counter-guard and demi-bafiion of St.
Roch: The illue of which hot difpute, in
three words, was this; That the Dutch
lodged them(elves upon the counter-guard,
—and that the Engliflh made themfelves
malfters of the covered-way before St. Ni-
colas-gate, notwithftanding the gallantry
of the French officers, who expofed them-
[elves upon the glacis [word in hand.

As this was the principal attack of which
my uncle Toby was an eye-witnels at
Namur,—the army of the befiegers being
cut off, by the confluence of the Maes and
Sambre, from (eeing much of each other’s
operations , — my uncle Toby was gene-
rally more eloquent and particular in his
account of it; and the many perplexities
he was in, arole out of the almofi infur-
mountable difficulties he found in telling
his fiory intelligibly, and giving fuch clear
ideas of the differences and diftinctions
between the [carp and counterfcarp ,—the
glacis and covered-way ,—the half-moon
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and ‘ravelin, —as to make his company
fully comprehend where and what he was
about.

Writers themlelves are too apt to con=
found thefe terms; fo that you will the
lefs wonder, if in his endeavours to ex-
plain them’, and in oppofition to many
wilconceptions ,; that 'my uncle Toby did
oft-times puzzle his vifitors, and [ome=
times himfelf too.

To [peak the truth, unlels the company
my father led up ftairs were tolerably clear-
headed, or my uncle Toby was in one of
his beft explanatory moods, it was a dif-
ficult thing, do what he could, to keep
the difcourfe free from -oblcurity.

What rendered the account of his affair
the more intricate to my uncle Toby, was
this, — that in the attack of the counter-
fcarp before the gate of St. Nicolas, ex-
tending itfelf from the bank of the Maes,
quite up to the great water-ftop, —the
ground was cut and crofs cut with fuch a
multitude of dikes, drains, rivulets, and
{luices, on all fides, — and he would get
fo fadly bewildered, and fet fafi amongft
them , that frequently he could neither get
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backwards or forwards to fave his life;
and was oft-times obliged to give up the
i attack upon that very account only.

i Thefe perplexing rebuffs gave my uncle
Toby Shandy more perturbations than you
would imagine; and as my father’s kind-
nels to him was continually dragging up
frefh friends and frefh inquirers ,—he had
but a very unealy talk of it.

No doubt my uncle Toby had great
command of himfelf,—and could guard
appearances, I believe, as well as moft
men;-—yet any one may imagine, that
when he could not retreat out of the ra-
velin without getting into the half:moon,
or get out of the covered-way without
falling down the counterfcarp, nor crols
the dike without danger of flipping into
the ditch, but that he muli have fretted
and fumed inwardly : — He did [o: —and
i thefle little and hourly vexations, which
i may [eem trifling and of no account to the
man who has not read Hippocrates, yet,
whoever has read Hippocrates, or Dr.
James Mackenzie, and has confidered well
| the effects which the paflions and affec-
tions of the mind have upon the digel-
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tion , — (Why not of a wound as well as
of a dinner?) —may ealfily conceive what
fharp paroxifms and exacerbations of his
wound my uncle Toby muft have under-
gone upon that [core only.

— My uncle Toby could not philofo-
phize upon it; —it was enough he felt it
was fo,—and having fuftained the pain
and forrows of it for three months to-
gether, he was refolved fome way or other
to extricate himfelf. /

He was one morning lying upon his back
in his bed, the anguifh and nature of the
wound upon his groin [uffering him to lie
in no other pofition, when a thought came
into his head, that if he could purchale
fuch a thing, and have it pafied down
upon a board, as a large map of the for~
tifications of the town and citadel of Na-
mur, with its environs, it might be a
means of giving him eale, — I take notice
of his defire to have the environs along
with the town and citadel, for this rea-
fon, —becaufe my uncle Toby’s. wound
was got in one of the traverfes, about
thirty toiles from the returning angle of
the trench, oppolite to the [alient -angle




144 Tuae LIFE or

of the demi-bafiion of St. Roch :—fo that
he was pretty confident he could fick a
pin upon the identical fpot of ground
where he was ftanding on when the fone
fruck him.

All this fucceeded to his wilhes, and
not only freed him from a world of fad
explanations, but, in the end, it proved
the happy means, as you will read, of
procuring my uncle Toby his Hoery-
Hogrse.

CrH=A R =yt

THEHE is nothing fo foolifh, when
you are at the expenfle of making an en-
tertainment of this kind, asto order things
fo badly, as to let your critics and gentry
of refined tafie run it down: Nor is there
any thing [o likely to make them do it,
as that of leaving them out of the party,
or, what is full as offenfive, of beftowing
your attention upon the reft of your guelis
in fo particular a way, as if there was
no [uch thing as a critic (by occupation)
at table.

—1I guard againft both; for, in the firft
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place, I have-left- half a dozen’ places
purpolely open for them s— and- in the
next place, I pay them all court.—Gentle-
men, I kifs your hands, I protefino com-
pany could give me half the plealure, —
by my foul I am glad to fee you—1I beg
only you will make no firangers of your-
felyes ; but fit down without any ceremo-
ny, and fall on heartily.

I faid I had left fix places, and I was
upon the point of carrying my complai-
fance. fo far; as to have left a feventh
open’ for them ; —and in this very [pot I
frand on; but being told by a eritic, (tho’
not by occupation,—but by nature) that
I had acquitted myfelf well enough, I
fhall £H it up: directly, hoping, in the
mean time, that I-{hall be able to make
a-great deal of more room next year.

—How, in the name of wonder! could
your uncle Teby, who, it feems, was a
military” man, and whom you have re-
prefented as mo fool, —be-at the fame
time fuch a confufed, pudding-headed,
muddle-headed , fellow, as—Go look.

So, Sir Critic, I could have replieds
but I (corn it.—’Tis langyage unurbane ,—

Trifiram Shandy, Vol, I1. N
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and only befitting the man who cannot
give clear and [atisfactory dccounts of
things , or dive deep enough into the firft
caufes of human ignorance and confufion.
It is moreover the reply valiant— and
therefore I reject it; for tho’ it might have
fuited my uncle Toby's character as a [ol-
dier excellently well, —and had he not
accufiomed himlelf, in f[uch attacks, to
whifile the Lillabullero, as he wanted no
courage, ’tis the very anfwer he would
have given; yet it would by no means
have done for me. You [ee as plain as
can be, that I write as a man of erudi-
tion ; —that even my fimilies, my allu-
fions , my illufirations,, my metaphors, are
erudite ,—and that I muft fuftain my cha-
racter properly , and contraft it properly
too ,— elle what would become of me?
Why, Sir, I [hould be undone;— at this
very moment that I am going here-to fill
vp one place againft a critic, —1I fhould
have made an opening for a couple,

— Therefore I anlwer thus:

Pray, Sir, in all the reading which you
have ever read, did you ever read [uch a
baok as Locke’s Ellay upon the Human
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Underfianding? — Don’t anfwer me rafh-
ly,—becaufe many, I know, quote the
book, who have not read it— and many
have read it who underfiand it not:—If
either of thele is your cale, as I write to
infiruct, I will tell you in three words
what the book is.— It is a hiftory.— A
hiffory! of who? what? where? when?
Don’t hurry yourfelf—It is a hiftory-book,
Sir, (which may poflibly recommend it
to the world) of what pafles in a man’s
own mind 3 and if you will fay fo much
of the book, and no more, believe me,
you will cut no contemptible figure in a
metaphylfic circle.

But this by the way.

Now if you will venture to go along
with me, and look down into the bottom
of this matter, it will be found that the
caule of oblcurity and confufion, in the
mind of man, is threefold.

Dull organs, dear Sir, in the firft place.
Secondly, [light and tranfient imprellions
made by the objects, when the faid or-
gans are not dull. And thirdly, a memo-
Ty like unto a fieve, not able to retain
what it has received.— Call down Dolly

N 2
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your chamber-maid, and I'will give you
my cap and bell along with it, if'I make
not this matter [o plain that Dolly hexfelf
fhall underfiand it as well ‘as Malbranch.
—When Dolly has indited her epifile to
Robin, and has traft her arm into the -bot-
tom of her pocket hanging by her right
fide ; — take that opportunity to recollect
that the.organs and faculties of perception
¢an, by nothing in this world, be fo apt-
ly typified' and explained as by that one
thing which Dolly’s hand is in fearch of.
—Your organs are not fo dult thatI [hould
inform- you ; —’tis-an .inch,, Sir, of red
feal-wax.

When this is melted and dropped upon
the letter, if Dolly fumbles too long for
her thimble, till ‘the wax . is over-har<
dened, it will net receive the mark of
her thimble from the ufual impulfe which
was wont to -imprint it: Very  well. If
Dolly’s wax, for want of better, is bees-
wax, or of a temper too [oft,—tho’ it
may receive,— it will not- hold the. im-
preflion, how hard :[eever Dolly  thrufis
againft it; and latt of ‘all, fuppofing the
waxgood; and eke the:thimble, but ap-
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plied thereto in carelels hafte,-as her Mil-
trefs rings the bell;—in any one of thefe
three cales the print, left by the thimble,
will be as unlike the prototype as -a
brafs-jacl.

Now you muft underfiand that not one
of .thefe was the true caufe of the confu-
fion in .my uncle Toby’s difcourfe : and
it is for that very reaflon-I enlarge upon
them .fo long, after the manner of great
phyfiologifts ,—to fhew the world, what
it.did 7ot arife from,

What it did arife from, I have hinted
above,.and a fertile fource of obfcurity it
is,—and ever will be,—and that is the
unfteady ufes of words which have per-
plexed.the cleareft and mofi exalted un-
derftandings.

It is ten to one (at Arthur's) whether
you have ever read the literary hiftories
of paft ages;—if you have,—what ter-
rible battles,, ’yclept logomachies, have
they occafioned and perpetuated with o
mueh gall and ink-fhed , — that a .good-
natured man cannot read the.accounts.-of
them without tears in his eyeS.

Gentle .critic! when thon hafi weighed




Trae LIFE or

all this, and confidered within thyfelf how
much of thy own knowledge, dilcourfe,
and converfation has been peftered and
difordered, at one time or other, by this,
and this only:—What a pudder and rac-
ket in CounciLs about 2a¥x and wogu~
aig; and in the Scuoors of the learned
about power and about [pirit;—about efl-
fences, and about quinteflences ;—about
fubftances, and about fpace.—What con-
fulion in greater THEATRES from words
of litile meaning, and as indeterminate a
fenle ; when thou confiderefi this, thou
wilt not wonder at my uncle Toby’s per-
plexities, — thou wilt drop a tear of pity
upon his fcarp and his counterfcarp ;—his
glacis and his covered-way ; — his ravelin
and his half-moon :—'Twas not by ideas,
—by Heaven; his life was put in jeopar-
dy by words.

CTH A P I

WH EN my uncle Toby got his map of
Namur to his mind, he began immediate-
ly to apply himfelf, and with the utmofi
diligence, to the fiudy of it; for nothing
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being of more importance to him than his
recovery , and his recovery dependiug, as
you have read, upon the paflions and af-
fections .of his mind, it behoved him to
take the niceft care to make himfelf fo
far mafter of his fubject, as to be able to
talk upon it without emotion.

In a fortnight’s clofe and painful appli-
cation, which, by the by, did my uncle
Toby’s wound, upon his groin, no good,
—he was enabled, by the help of fome
marginal documents at the feet of the ele-
phant, together with Gobefius’s military
architecture and- pyroballogy , tranflated
from the Flemifh, to form his difcourfe
with pallable perfpicuity; and before he
was two full months gone,—he was right
eloquent upon it, and- could make not
only the attack of the advanced counter-
fcarp with great order ; — but having, by
that time, gone much deeper into the art,
than what his firft motive made necellary,
my uncle Toby was able to crofs the Maes
and Sambre; malke diverfions as far as
Vauban's line, the abbey of Salfines, etc.
and give his vifitors as diftinct a hiftory
of each of their attacks, as of that of the
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gate of St.'Nicholas, where he had the
honour to receive his wound.

But the defire of knowledge, like the
thiri of riches, increafes ever with the
acquifition of it. The more my uncle Toby
pored over his map, the more-he took a
liking to it;—by the [ame procels and
electrical aflimilation, asItold you, thro’
which I ween the fouls of -connoiflears
themfelves, by long friction and incumbi-
tion, have the happinels, at length, to
get all be-virtued ,—be-pictured ,—be-but-
terflied, and be-fiddled.

The more my uncle Toby drank of this
[weet fountain of [cience, the greater was
the heat and impatience of his thirft, [o
that before the firft year of his confinement
had well gone round, there .was fcarce a
fortified town in Italy or Flanders, .of
which, by one means or-other, he had
not procured a-plan, rcading over as he
got them, and carefully collating there-
with the hifiories of their fieges, their de-
molitions, their improvements, and new
works, all which he would read with that
intenle application and delight, that he
would forget himfelf, his wound, his con-
finement, his dinner,




19

.¢haled Ramelli and Cataneo, tranflate

TRISTRAM SHANDY. 153

In the fecond year my uncle Toby, pur-

d
from the-Italian; likewifle Stevinus, Ma-
rolis, the Chevalier de Ville, Lorini, Coe-
horn, Sheeter, the Count de Pagan, the
Marfhal Vauban, Monfl. Blondel, with
.almofi as many more books of military
architecture, as Don Quixote was found
to have of chivalry, when the curate and
barber invaded his library.

Towards the beginning of the third
year, which was in Augulft, ninety-nine,
my uncle Toby found it necellary to un-
derfiand a little of projectiles i—and hav-
ing judged it beft to draw his knowledge
from the fountain-head, he began with
N. Tartaglia, who it feems was the firlt
man who detected the impolfition of a can-
non-ball’s doing all that milchief under
the notion of a right line— — This N.
Tartaglia proved to my uncle Toby to be
an impoflible thing.
w——FEndlefls is the fearch of Truth.

No fooner was my uncle Toby fatisfied
which road the cannon-ball did not go.
but he was infenfibly led on), and refolv-

ed in his mind to inquire and find ent
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which road the ball did go: For which
purpole he was obliged to fet off afrelh
with old Maltus, and fiudied him devout-
ly. — He proceeded next to Gallileo and
Torricellius, wherein, by certain geome-
trical rules, infallibly laid down, he found .
the precife path to be a ParaBora — or
elle an HyperBora,—and that the para-
meter, or latus rectum, of the conic fec-
tion of the [aid path, was to the quantity
and amplitude in a direct ratio, as the
whole line to the fine of double the angle
-of incidence, formed by the breech upon
an horizountal plane ;—and that the [emi-
parameter ,—ftop! my dear uncle Toby—
fiop!—go not one foot farther into this
thorny and bewildered track, — intricate
are the fleps! intricate are the mazes of
this labyrinth! intricate are the troubles
which the purfuit of this bewitching phan-
tom Knowrence , will bring upen thee.—
O my uncle; fly—{fly, fly from it as from
a [erpent.—Is it fit—good natured man!
thou fhould’ft fit up, with the wound upon
thy groin, whole nights baking thy bloed,
with hectic watchings ?—Alas! ’twill exa-
fperate thy [ymptoms,—check thy perlpi-
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rations—evaporate thy fpirits——-waﬁe thy
animal firength ,—dry up thy radical moif-
ture — bring thee into a coftive habit of
body ,—impair the health , —and halten
all the infirmities of thy old age.—O my
ancle! my uncle Toby!

CHAP. IV.

I WOULD not give a groat for that man’s
knowledge in Pen-craft, who does not
underftand this, ——That the beft plain
narrative in the world, tacked very clofe
to the lafi fpirited apofirophe to my uncle
Toby —would have felt both oold and
vapid upon the reader’s palate;— there-
fore I forthwith put an end to the chap-
ter, though I was in the middle of my
ftory.

— Whiters of my famp have one prin-
ciple in common with painters. W here
an exact copying malkes our pictures lefs
firiking, we choofe the lefs evil; deeming
it even more pardonable to trelpals againft
truth than beauty., This is to be under-
fiood cum grano falis; but be it as it will,

~—as the parallel is made more for the
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~fake of letting the apofirophe cool, than
any thing elle,—it is not very material
whether upon any other [core the reader
approves of it or not.

-In.the latter. end .of the third year, my
uncle Toby perceiving that the parameter
and femi-parameter of the conic fection
angered his wound, he left off the fudy
of projectiles in a kind of a huff, and be-
+took himlelf to the practical part of forti-
«fication only ; the plealure of which, like
a [pring held bacl, returned vpon him
“with redoubled force,

It was in this year that my uncle began
to break in upon the daily regularity of-a
clean fhirt, — —to difmifs his barber un-
Ahaven, —— and to allow his [urgeon
fcarce time fufficient to drels his wound,
concerning himlelf fo little about it, as
.not to alls him once in.leven times dref-
fing, how it went on: when, lo!— all of
a [udden, for the change was as quick as
lightning, he began to figh heavily for his
:xecovery ,—complained to my father, grew
impatient with the [urgeon;— and one
morning, as he heard his foot coming up

Mairs, he [hut vp his books, and thrufi
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an afide his infiruments, in order to expoftu-

al late with him upon the protract?on of his i

er cure, which; he told him, might furely il
have been accomplifhed: at leaft by that Wi

Ny time: — He dwelt long upon the miferies

er he had undergone, and the forrows of his

on four years melancholy imprifonment;— i

ly adding, that had it not been for the kind i

e- looks and fraternal chearings of the: beft:

ti- of brothers ,—he had long fince [unk un-

e der his misfortunes.— My father was by ¢ el

m My uncle Toby’s eloquence brought tears y
into-his -eyes ; — it was unexpected ; — —

i My uncle Toby by nature.was not elo~

-a quent; — it had the greater effect— The-

n- furgeon was confounded ; — not that there”

n wanted grounds for fuch , or greater, marlks:

1, of impatience ,—but it was unexpected:

as too; in the four years he had attended

V&4 him, he-had never {een any thing like it:

of in my uncle Toby’s carriage; he had ne-

ver-once dropped one fretful or dilcon-

As

is tented word ;—he-had been all patience,

w ~all fubmiflion..

e — We lofe the: right of complaining i
D I'ometimes'by forbearing it;——‘but we of- ‘f‘v‘

ten.ireble the force: — The furgeon was fita
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afionifhed ; but much more lo, when he
heard my uncle Toby go on, and peremp-
toxily infift upon his healing up the wound
directly , — or fending for Monfieur Ron-
jat, the King’s lergeant-furgeon, to do it
for him.

The defire of life and health is implant-
ed in man’s nature; —the love of liberty
and enlargement is a fifier-paflion to it:
Thefle my uncle Toby had in common with
his [pecies ;—and either of them had been
fufficient to account for his earneft defire
to get well and out of doors ;—but I have
told you before, that nothing wrought with
our family after the common way ;—and
from the time and manner in which this
eager defire [hewed. itlelf in the prelent
cale, the penetrating reader will [iilpect
there was [ome other caule or crotchet for
it in my uncle Toby’s head : — — There
was fo, and it is the [ubject of the next
chapter to fet forth what that caule and
crotchet was. I own, when that’s done,
it will be time to return back to the par-
lour fire-fide,. where we left my uncle
Toby in the middle of his [entence,
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CHAP V.

WHEN a man gives himfelf up to the
government of a ruling pallion, —or, in
other words ,. when his Hosny-Horse
gTOWSs headfirong , — farewel cool reafon:
and fair difcretion!

My uncle Toby’s wound was near well,
and as foon as the furgeon. recovered his
lurprife, and could get leave to fay as
much—he told him, it was juft beginning
to incarnate; and. that if no frefh exfolia-
tion happened, which there was no fign
of ,— —it would be dried up in five or fix
weeks, The found of as many Olympiads
twelve hours before , would have conveyed
an idea of fhorter duration to my uncle
Toby’s mind.—The fuccellion of his ideas
was now rapid, —he broiled with impa-
tience to put his defign in execution 3—
and fo, without confulting farther with
any foul living,— which,, by the by, I
think is right, when you are predeter-
mined to take no one foul's advice, he
privately ordered Trim his man, to pack
up a bundle of lint and dreflings,, and hire
a chariot-and-four to be at the door €x-
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actly by twelve o’clock that day, when
he knew my father would be upon’Change.
—So-leaving a bank-note upon the table
for the furgeon’s care of him, and a letter
of tender thanks for his brother's— — he
packed up his maps, his books of fortifi~
cation, his infiruments, etc. and by the
help of acrutch, on one fide, and Trim
on the other,—my uncle Toby embarked:
for Shandy-Hall

The reafon, or rather rile of this fud~
den demigration, was as-follows:

The:table in- my uncle Toby’s room
and at which’, the night before: this change
happened, he was fitting with-his maps,
etc. about him—being [omewhat of ‘the
fmalleft, for that infinity of great and [mall
infiruments - of knowledge which ulually
lay crowded upon it-—he had the acci-
dent,..in ‘reaching. over for his -tobacco
box ; to throw down his compalles, and in
fiooping to take the compalles up, with
his [leeve he threw down his cale of in=
fruments and [nuffers; —and as the dice
took a run againft him, in his-endeayour~
ing. to-catch the fouffers- in- falling ,— he
thruft Monfieur Blondel off the table, and
Count de Pagan o’top of him,
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It was to no purpofe for a man, lame
as my uncle Toby was, to think of re-
drefling all thefe evils by himf(elf,—he
rung his bell for his man Trim;— Trim!
quoth my uncle Toby., prithee fee what
confufion I have here been making—I muft
have fome better contrivance, Trim,-——
Can’fi not thou take my rule, and mea-
fure the length and breadth of this table,
and then go and belpeak me one as big
again?-—Yes an’ pleale your Honour, re-
plied Trim, making a bow; but I hope
your Honour will be foon well enough to
get down to your country-feat, where ,—
as your Honour takes fo much plealure
in fortification,, we could manage this mat-
ter to a T.

I muft here inform you, that this fer-
vant of my uncle Toby’s, who went by
the name of Trim, had been a corporal
in my uncle’s own company , — his real
name was James Butler ,—but having got
the nick-name of Trim in the regiment,
my uncle Toby, unlefls when he happen-
ed to be very angry with him, would ne-
Yer call him by any other name.

Trifiram Shandy. Vol. I1. (e}
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The poor fellow had been difabled for
the fervice, by a wound on his left knee
by a mufket-bullet, at the battle of Lan-
den, which was two years before the af-
fair at Namur;—and as the fellow was
well beloved in the regiment, and a han-
dy fellow into the bargain, my uncle To-
by took him for his fervant; and of an
excellent ule was he, attending my uncle
Toby in the camp and in his quarters as
a valet, groom, barber, cook, [empfier,
and nurfe; and indeed, from firfi to laft,
waited upon him and ferved him with great
fidelity and affection.

My uncle Toby loved the man in re-
turn, and what attached him more to him
Rill, was the fimilitude of their know-
ledge. — For Corporal Trim, (for fo, for
the futare, I [hall call him) by four years
occafional attention to his Mafter’s dil-
courle upon fortified towns, and the ad-
vantage of prying and peeping continually
into his Mafier’s plans, etc. exclulive and
befides what he gained Hoesy-Horsicar-
1y, as a body-lervant, Non-Hobby-Hor-
JSical per fe;—had become no mean profi-
cient in the [cience; and was thought, by
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the cook and chamber-maid, to know as
much of the nature of fiong-holds as my
uncle Toby him[elf.

I have but one more firoke to give to
finifh Corporal Trim’s character, —and it
is the only dark line in it.— The fellow
loved to advile,—or rather to hear him-
felf talk; his carriage, however, was fo
perfectly refpeclful, it was ealy to keep
him filent when you bad him fo; but fet
his tongue a-going,—you had no hold of
him—he was voluble;—the eternal inter-
lardings of your Honour with the relpect-
fulnefs of Corporal Trim’s manner, inter-
ceding lo firong in behalf of his elocution,
— that though you might have been in-
commoded, — you could not well be an-
gry. My uncle Toby was feldom either the
one or the other with him,—or, at leaft,
this fault, in Trim, broke no fquares with
them. My uncle Toby, as I [aid, loved
the man;—and befides, as he ever look-
ed upon a faithful fervant, —but as an
humble friend,—he could not bear to fop
his mouth.—Such was Corpor'al Trim.

If I durf prefume, continued Trim, to
give your Honour my advice, and fpeak
02
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my opinion in this matter—Thou art wel-
come, Trim, quoth my uncle Toby,—
i'peak,—fpeak what -thou thinkeft upon
the [ubject, man, without fear. Why then,
replied Trim, (not hanging his ears, and
fcratching his head like a country-lout,
but) firoking his:hair back from his fore-
head, and ftanding erect as before his di-
vifion ,—I think , queth Trim, advancing
his left, which was his lame-leg, a little
forwards , — and pointing with his right
hand open towards a map of Dunkirk,
which was pinned againft the hangings ,—
I think, quoth Corporal Trim, with humble
[ubmiflion -to your Honour’s better judg-
ment,—that thefe ravelins, baftions, . cur-
tins, and ‘horaworks, make Lut a poor,
contemptible, fiddle-faddle piece of woils
of it here upon paper, compared te what
your Honour and I could make of it, were
we in the country by ourfelves, and had
buta rood, or a rood and a halfof ground
to do what we pleafed with: As fummer
is coming on, continued Trim, your Ho-
nour might fit out of doors, and give me
the nography —( Callitichnography , quoth
my uuncle, )—of the town or citadel, your
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Honour was pleafed to fit down before ,—
and I will be fhot by your Honour upon
the glacis of it, .if I did not fortify it to
your Henour’s mind —I dare fay thou
would’ft, Trim , quoth my uncle .—For if

continued the Corporal,

your Honour,
with its

could but mark me the polygon,
les—That I could do

exact :lines and ang
uncle.~I would be-

very well, quoth my
gin with the follé, and if your Honeur
could tell me the proper depth and breadth
—I can to a hair’s breadth, Trim, re-
plied my uncle ,—I would throw out the
nd towards the towr

earth upon this ha
at hand towards

for the fcarp ,—and on th
the campaign for the countetfcarp.—Very
right, Trim, quoth my uncle Toby.—
And when I had floped them to yous
mind ,—an’ pleale your Honour, I would
face the glacis, as the fineft fortifications
are done in Flanders, with fods ,—~and as
your Honour knows they hould be,—and
I would make the walls and parapets with
fods too.—The beft engineers call them
gazons, Trim, faid my uncle. Toby.—
Whether they are gazons O fods , is not
much matter, replied Trim; y

our Honour
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knows they are ten times beyond a facing

either of brick or fione—I know they are,
Trim , in [ome rel'pects,—quoth my uncle
Toby, nodding his head ;—for a cannon-
ball enters into the gazon right onwards,
without bringing any rubbilh down with
it, which might fill the follé, {as was the
cale of St. Nicholas’s Gate) and facilitate
the pallage over it,

Your Honour underfiands thele matters,
replied Corporal Trim, better than any
officer in his Majefty’s lervice ;—but would
your Honour pleale to let the belpeaking
of the table alone, and let us but go into
the country, I would work under your
Honout’s directions like a horfe, and make
fortifications for you fomething like a tanly,
with all their batteries, laps, ditches, and
palifadoes, that it fhould be worth all
the world’s riding twenty miles to go and
fee it,

My uncle Toby blufbed as red as fear-
let as Trim went on j~—but it was not a
bluflh of guilt,—of modefty,—or of anger,
—it was a blulh of joy;— he was fired
with Corporal Trim’s project and defcrip-
tion, Trim! [aid my uncle Toby, thou
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hafi faid enough.—We might begin the
campaign , continued Trim, on the Very
day that his Majefty and the Allies take

the field, and demolilh them town by
quoth my uncle

ur Honour, con-

town as fafi as—Trim,
Toby , ay no more. Yo
tinued Trim, might fit in your arm-chair
) this fine weather, giving
me your orders, and I would——>Say no
more, Trim, quoth my uncle Toby—Be-
lides, your Honour would get mnot only
sood paﬁime,—ubut good

pleafure and g
air, and good exercile , and good health,
1ld be well

and your Honour's wound wou
Thou haft faid enough, Trim,
—quoth my uncle Toby ( putting his hand
into his breeches-pockct)—-—l like thy
r Honour
d buy a

(pointing to it

in a month.

project mighli\y.————And if you
pleafes, T'll this moment go an

pioneer’s fpade to take down with us,

and I’ll befpeak a fhovel and
ay no more, Trim,’

a pick-ax,

and a couple of——5
quoth my uncle Toby, leaping up upon
ne with rapture, —

one leg, quite overcel
and,

and thrufiing a guinea into Trim’s h
—Trim, faid my uncle Pobys - fay - 10

Trim, this mo-

more ; — but go down,
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ment, my lad, and bring up my fupper
this inftant.

Trim ran down and‘brought up his maf-
ter’s fupper, ——to no purpo[‘e.: _——
Trim’s plan of operation ran fo in my
uncle Toby’s head, he could not tafie it
— Trim, quoth my uncle Toby, get me
to bed.—It was all one.—Corporal Trim’s
defcription had fired his imagination , —
my ancle Toby could not Chut his eyes.
-~ —The more he confidered it, the more
bewitching the fcene appeared to him ; —
{o that, two full hours before day-light,
he had come to a final determination , and
had concerted the whole plan of his and
Corporal Trim’s decampment,

My uncle Toby had a little neat coun-
try-houfe of his own , in the village where
my father's eftate lay at Shandy, which
had been left him by an old uncle, with
a-fmall eftate of aboutone hundred pounds
a-year. Behind this houle, and contiguous
to [it, was a kitchen.garden of about half
an acre; and at the bottom of the garden,
and cut off from it by a tall yew hedge,
was a bowling-green containing juft about
as much ground as Corporal Trim wilhed
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for ; — [o that as Trim uttered the words,
<A rood and a half of ground to do what

< they would with ,” — this identical bowl-
e ing-green inftantly prelented itlelf, and § j
e became curioully painted all at once , upon Ll
my the retina of my uncle Toby’s fancy;—
o which was the phyfical caule of making
ne him change colour, or at leaft of heigh-
Vs tening his blulh, to that immoderate de-
Gl gree 1 fpoke of.
gt Never did lover poft down to a beloved
e mifirels with more heat and expectation,
it than my uncle Toby did, to enjoy this
t, felf-fame thing in privatc;——I fay in pri-
& vate ;'—for it was (heltered from the houfe,
a as I told you, by a tall yew hedge, and
was covered on the other three fides, from
£ morta) fight, by rough holly and thicls(et
a flowering [hrubs ;—T{o that the idea of not
h being feen, did not a little contribute to
h the idea of a plealure pteconceived in my
s unclle Toby’s mind.——Vain thought! how-
2 ever thick it was planted about—or pri-
£ vate foever it might feein ,—to think, dear

uncle Toby, of enjoying a thing which
took up a whole rood and a half of ground,
~—and not have it known!

Trifiram Shandy. Vol. 1T, ¥ i
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How my uncle Toby and Corporal Trim
managed this matter ,— with the hiftory
of their campaigns, which were no way

barren of events,—may make no uninte- -

refting under plot in the epitalis and work-
ing-up of this drama—At prefent the [cene
mufi drop, — and change for the parlour

fre-fide.
C*H A P, ViL

_WHAT can they be doing, brother?
laid my father.—I think, replied my uncle
Toby— —taking as I told you, his pipe
from his mouth, and firiking the alhes ont
of it as he began his [entence;—I think,
replied he—it would not be amifs, bro-
ther, if we rung the bell.

Pray, what’s all that racket over our
heads, Obadiah ?—quoth my father;—my
brother and I can fcarce hear ourfelves
fpeak.

Sir, anlwered Obadiah, making a bow
towards his left fhoulder ,—my Mifirels is
taken very badly.— And where’s Sufan-
nah running down the garden there, as
# they were going te ravilh her?—Sir,
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fhe is running the fhorteft cut into the
town, replied Obadiah, to fetch the old
midwife. — Then faddle a horfe, quoth
my father, and do you go directly for
Dr. Slop, the man-midwife, with all our
fervices,—and let him-know your Miftrels
is fallen into labour,—'and that I delire
he will return with you with all [peed.

It is very firange, fays my father, ad-
drefling -himfelf to my uncle Toby, as
Obadiah fhut the door,—as there is [o
expert an operator as Dr. Slop fo near,—
that my wife fhould perfift to the very laft
in this obftinate humour of hers, in trufi-
ing the life of my child, who has had one
misfortune already, to the ignorance of
an old woman;—and not only the life of
my child, brother,—but her own life,
and with it the lives of all the children I
might, peradventure, have begot out of
her hereafter.

Mayhap, brother, replied my uncle To-
by, my fifier does it to [ave the expenfe:
— A pudding’s end, — replied my father,
—the doctor muft be paid the [ame for
inaction as action ,—if not better—to keep

him in temper. _

Xia
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—Then it can be out of nothing in the
whole world, quoth my uncle Toby, in
the fimplicity of his heart,—but MopesTy.
—My fifier, T dare fay, added he, does
not care to let a man come (o near her
¥*¥xX I will not fay whether my uncle
Toby had completed the [entence or not:
— it s for his advantage to [uppole he
had,—as I think, he could have added
no One Woro which would have im-
proved it,

If, on the contrary, my uncle Toby
had not fully arrived at his period’s end,
—then the world fiands indebted to the
fudden [napping of my father’s tobacco-
pipe, for one of the neateft examples of
that ornamental figure in oratory, which
Rhetoricians fiyle the Adpofiopefis. — Julk
Heaven! how does the Poco piz and the
Poco meno of the Italian artifis ;—the in-
fenfible morE or Less, determine the pre-
cife line of beauty in the [entence, as
well as in the fiatue! How do the [light
touches of the chilel, the pencil, the pen,
the fiddle-fiick , ez caetera ,—give the true
fwell, which gives the true pleafure!—O
wmy countrymen;—be nice;—be cautioys
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— and never, O! ne-

of your language;
pon what (mall

ver let it be forgotten u
particles your eloquence and your fame
depend.

—< My fifter, mayhap,”’ quoth my uncle

Toby, < does not cheole to let'a man
¢ome: forneariher¥¥%.” Male this dafh,
— it is an Apoﬁopeﬁs.—-Take the dafh
away , and write Backfide,—it is Baw-
dy.— Scratch Backfide out, and put Co-
vered way in,—it is a Metaphor;-——and,
I dare fay, as fortification ran [o much in
my uncle Toby’s head, that if he had
been left to have added one word to the
fentence ,— that word was it.

But whether that was the cale or not
the cafe ;—or whether the [napping of my
father’s tobacco-pipe fo critically , hap-
pened thro’ accident or anger, will be

feen in due time.

CH AP VIL

TH O UG H my father was a good natural
philofopher ,—yet he was fomething of a
moral philofopher too; for which reafon,
when his tobacco-pipe fnapped fhort in
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the middle, —he had nothing to do, as
fuch, but to have taken hold of the two
pieces, and thrown them gently upon the
back of the fire.—He did no fuch thing ; —
he threw them with all the violence in
the world: — and, to give the action fill
more emphalfis ,—he farted upon both his
legs to do it.

This looked fomething like heat;—and
the manner of his reply to what my uncle
Toby was [aying, proved it was [o.

—*Not choofe,” quoth my father, (re-
peating my uncle Toby’s words) ¢to let
a man come [o near her!”—RBy Heaven,
brother Toby! you would try the patience
of Job ;—and I think I have the plagues
of one already, without it.— Why ? —
Where ? —Wherein ? — Wherefore ? —
Upon what account? replied my uncle
Toby, in the utmoft aRonilhment. — To
think, faid my father, of a man living to
your age, hrother, and knowing [o little
about women!—1I know nothing at all
about them,——replied my uncle Toby;
and Lthink, continued he, that the (hocls
I received the year after the demolition
of Dunkirk, in my affair with widow Wad.
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fhock you know I fhould

wan ; — which
tal igno-

not have received , but from my to
rance of the fex,—has given me jult caufe
to fay, That I neither know , nor do pre-
tend to know, any thing about ’em , OF
their concerns either.—Methinks, brother,
replied my father, you might, at leaft,

know fo much as the right end of a wo-

man from the wrong,.

It is faid in Ariftotle’s Mafter-piece,
«That when a man does think of any
thing which is paft, —he looketh down
upon the ground;——but that when he
thinketh of fomething which is to come,
he looketh up towards the heavens.”

My uncle Toby, 1 fuppole, thought of
neither, for he looked horizomally.—Bight
end, quoth my uncle Toby , muttering the
{o himfelf, and fixing his
bly as he muttered them,
formed by a bad

two words low
two eyes infenfi
upon a {mall crevice,
joint in the chimney-piece —Right end of
a woman!—1I declare, quoth my uncle, I
ore which it is than the man
in the moon;—and if L was to think, con-
tinued my uncle Toby, (kéeping his eye
&ill fixed upon the bad joint) this month

know no m
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together, I am [ure I Chould not be able
to find it out.

Then, brother Toby, replied my father,
I will tell you,

Every thing in this world, continued
my father (filling a frelh pipe) —every
thing in this earthly world, my dear bro-
ther Toby, has two handles. — Not al-
ways, quoth my uncle Toby.— At leaft,
replied my father, every one has two
hands ,—which comes to the fame thing.

—Now, if a man was to fit down coolly,
and confider within himlelf the make, the

fhape, the conftruction, come-at-ability ,
and convenience of all the parts which
conftitute the whole of that animal, cal-
led Woman, and compare them analogi-
cally ——1I never underfiood rightly. the
meaning of that word , — quoth my uncle
Toby. —

ANALOGY, replied my father, is the cer-
tain relation and agreement, which differ.
ent— Here a devil of a rap at the door
foapped my father’s definition (like his
tobacco-pipe) in two,—and, at the [ame
time, crufhed the head of as notable and
¢urious a diflertation as ever was engen-
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dered in the womb of fpeculation ;—it was
fome months before my father could get
an opportunity to be [fafely delivered of
it:— And, at this hour, it is a thing full
as problematical as the fubject of the dif-
fertation itfelf, — (confidering the confu=~
Son and difirelles of our domefiic miflad-
ventures , which are now coming thick one
upon the back of another) whether I [hall

be able to find a place for it in the third

volume or not.

CHAP VIIL

IT is about an hour and a half’s tolerable
good reading fince my uncle Toby rung
the bell, when Obadiah was ordered to
faddle a horle, and go for Dr. Slop , the
man-midwife; — [0 that no one _can fay,
with reafon, that I have not allowed Oba-
diah time enough, poetically fpeaking,
and confidering the emergency 00, both
to go and come ; — though, morally and
truly (peaking, the man perhaps has fcarce
had time to get on his boots.

If the hypercritic will go upon this, and

i reflolved after all to take a pendulum,
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and meafure the true diftance betwixt the
ringing of the bell, and the rap at the
door;—and, after finding it to be no more
than two minutes, thirteen feconds, and
three fifths ,—.fhould take upon him to in-
fult over me for fuch a breach in 'the uni-
ty, or rather probability of time ; —I would
remind him, that the idea of duration,
and of its ﬁm'ple modes, is got merely
from the train and fucceflion of our ideas
—and is the true [cholaftic pendulum ,—
and by which. as a foholar, I will be
tried in this matter,—adjuring and detefi-
ing the jurifdiction of all other pendulums
whatever.

I would, therefore, defire him to con-
fider that it is but poor eight miles from
Shandy-Hall to Dr. Slop, the man-mid-
wife’s houfe ;—and that whil® Obadiah
has been going thole faid miles and back,
I have brought my uncle Toby from Na-
mur , quite acrols all Flanders, into Eng
fand :—That I have had him ill upon my
hands near four years ;—and have fince
iravelled him and Corporal Trim in a
chariot-and-four; a journey ‘of near two
hundred miles down into Yorklhire .—al!
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which put together, muft have prepared

1€
the reader’s imagination for the entrance

e
re of Dr. Slop upon the ftage ,—as much,

d at lealt (I hope) as a dance , a fong, OF it

a concderto between the acts.

- S

i- If my hypercritic is intractable, alledg-

1d ing, that two minutes and thirteen feconds

i l are no more than two minutes and thir-
ly teen feconds,—when I have faid all I can

As about them; and that this plea, though it

might fave me dramatically , will damn

e me biographically, rendering my book
t- from this very moment, a proieﬂ'ed RO-
1S MANCE , which before, was a book apo-
cryphal :—If I am thus prclfcd—-—l then
‘ put an end to the whole objection and
1 controverly about it all at once ,—by ac-
quainting him, that Obadiah had not got
\ above threelcore yards from the fRable-
yard before he met with Dr. Slop ;—and

L3

- | indeed he gave a dirty proof that he had
r met with him, and was within an ace of
y ‘ giving a tragical one too.

e Imagine to yourfelf;——but this had bet-
a . ter begin a new chapter.

o
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CSHUA P o 1X;

IMAGINE to yourlelf a little [quat, un-
courtly figure of a Doctor Slop, of about
four feet and a half perpendicular height,
with a breadth of back; and a felquipe-
dality of belly, which might have done
honour to a lergeant in the horfe-guards.

Such were the out-lines of Dr. Slop’s
figure, which ,—if you have read Hogarth’s
analyfis of beauty , and if you bave not,
Iwifh you would ;—you muft know, may
as certainly be caricatured , and conveyed
to the mind by three frokes as three
hundred.

Imagine {uch a one,—for fuch, I lay,
were the out-lines of Dr. Slop’s figure , com-
ing flowly along, foot by foot, waddling
through the dirt upon the vertebrae of a
little diminutive pony, of a pretty colour ,—
but of firength,—alack! — [carce able to
have made an amble of it, under fuch a far-
del, had the roads been in an ambling con-
dition.—They were not.—Imagineto your-
felf, Obadiah mounted upon a firong mon-
fier of a coach-horfe, pricked into a full
gallop, and making all practicable fpeed
the adverle way.
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Pray, Sir, let me intereft you a moment
in this delcription.

Had Dr. Slop beheld Obadiah a mile
off poﬁing in a narrow lane directly to-
wards him, at that monfirous rate, —
fplalhing and plunginglike a devil through
thick and thin, ashe approached, would
not fuch a phenomenon, with fuch 4 vor«

tex' of mud and water moving along with

it, round its axis ,—have been a [ubject

of jufter apprchenﬁon to Dr, Slop in his
Lation , than the worfi of Whifton’s
comets?—To fay nothing of the NucLeUS;
that is, of Obadiah and the coach-horfe.
—In my idea, the vortex alone of’em was
enough to have involved and carried, if
not the doctor, a¥lealt the doctor’s pony,
quite away with it. What then do you
think muft the terrour and hydrophobia of
Dr. Slop have been, when you read
(which you are juft going to do) that he
was advancing thus warily along towards
Shandy Hall, and had approached to with-
in fixty yards of it, and within five yards
of a fudden turn, made by an acute angle
of the garden wall ,—and in the dirtieft

part of a dirty lane ,—when Obadiah and
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his coach-horle turned the corner, rapid,
furious ,—pop ,—full upon him !—Nothing,
I think, in nature, can be f.vppofed more
terrible than fuch a rencounter ,—[o im-
prompt! [o ill prepared to fiand the [hock
of it as Dr, Slop was.

What could Dr. Slop do ?—He crolled
himfelff—-—}’ugh !—but the doctor, Sir, was
a Papift.—No matter ; he had better have
kept hold of the pummel.—He had [o ;—
nay, as it happened, he had better have
done nothing at all; for in crofling him/lelf
he let go his whip—and in attempting to
lave his whip betwixt his knee and his
faddle’s [kirt , as it flipped, he loft his
ftirrap ,—in lofing which he lof his feat
and in the multitude of all thele lofes
(which, by the by, fhews what little
advantage there is in crofling) the unfor-
tunate doctor loft his prelence of mind. So
that without waiting for Obadiah’s onflet,
he left his pony to its deftiny, tumbling
off it diagonally, fomething in the kyle
And manner of a pack of wool, and with-
out any other confequence from the fall 3
{ave that of being left (as it would haye
been ) with the broadeRt part of him funk
about twelve inches deep in the mire.
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Obadiah puned off his cap twice to Dr,

Slop ;—once as he was falling ,—and then

again when he faw him feated,—I11-timed

complaifance 1—had not the fellow better

have fopped his horfe, and got off and

he‘ped him ?—Sir, he did all that his fitua-
tion would allow ;—but the MomenTUM
of the coach-horfe was fo great, that Oba-
diah could not doit all at once;—he rode
ina circle three timesround Dr. Slop , be-
fore he could fully accomplifh it any how ;
—and at the laft, when he did fop his
beaft , it was done with [uch an explofion
of mud, that Obadiah had better have
been a league off. In fhort, never was a
Dr. Slop fo beluted , and o tranfubftan-
tiated , fince that affair came into fathion,

C HAP X

\VHEN Dr. Slop entered the back-par-
lour, where my father and my uncle To-
by were difcourfing upon the nature of
Women ,—it was hard to determine whe-
ther Dr. Slop’s figure,, or Dr. Slop’s pre-
fence , occafioned more furprife to them;
for as the accident happened [0 near the




Tue LIFE ow

houfe, as not to make it worth while for
Obadiah to remount him ,—Obadiah had
led him in as he was, unwiped , unappoint-
ed, unannealed , with all his fains and
blotches on him.—He food like Hamlet’s
ghofi, motionlels and fpeechlefls, for a
full minute and a half, at the parlour
door ( Obadiah Rill holding his hand) with
all the majefty of mud. His hinder parts ,
upon which he had received his fall , to-
tally belmeared ,—and in every other part
of him , blotched over in fuch a manner
with Obadiah’s explofion, that you would
have fworn (without mental refervation)
that every grain of it had taken effect.
Here was 'a fair opportunity for my
uncle Toby to have triumphed over my
father in his turn;—for no mortal , who
had beheld Dr. Slop in that pickle, could
have diflented from fo much, at leaft, of
my uncle Toby’s opinion, “That may-
hap his fifier might not care to let fuch
a Dr. Slop come fo near her ****” But it
was the Argumentum ad hominem ; and
if my uncle Foby was not very expert at
it, you ‘may think, he might not care to
ufe it.—No; the realon was ,—it was nog
his nature to inlult,




> for
had
int-
and
let’s
T “a
lour
vith

rts ,

yart

ner
uld
on )

TRISTRAM SHANDY.. 185

Dr. Slop’s prefence at that time, Was
10 lefls Problcmatic(ﬂ than the mode of it
though it is certain, one moment’s reflec-
tion in my father might have folved it; for
he had apprized Dr. Slop but the week
before, that my mother was at her full
reckoning ; and as the doctor had heard
nothing fince, it was natural and very po-
litical too in him, to have taken a ride
to Shandy-Hall, as he did, merely to [ee
how matters went on.

But my father’s mind took unfortunate-
ly a wrong turn in the invelftigation ; run-
ning, like the hypereritic’s, altogether upon
the ringing of the bell and the rap upon
the door ,—meafuring their diffance, and
keeping his mind fo intent upon the ope-
ration, as to have power to think of
nothing elle ,—common-place infirmity of
the greateft mathematicians ! working with
might and main at the demonfiration, and
fo walfting all their firength upon it, that
they have none left in them to draw the
sorollary , to do good with. :

The ringing of the bell, -and the rap
upon the door, firuck likewile firong
upon the fenforium of my uncle Toby ,~=

Trifiram Shandy. Vol IL. Q




£86 Tuae LIFE oz

but it excited a very different train of
thoughts ; —the two irreconcileable pul-
fations infiantly brought Stevinus, the great
engineer, along with them, into my uncle
Toby’s mind. What bufinels Stevinus had
in this affair ,—is the greateft problem of
all: — It fhall be folved ,—but not in the
next chapter.

St CHH A P IKCT

WRIT ING, when properly managed,
(as you may be [ure I think mine is) is
but a different name for converfation. As
no one, who knows what he is about in
good company , would venture to talk all;
—I[o no author, who underfiands the juft
boundaries of decorum and good breeding,
would prefume to think all: The trueft
relpect which you can pay to the reader’s
underftanding, is to halve this matter ami-
cably, and leave him fomething to ima-
gine, in his turn, as well as yourfelf.

Formy own part, I am eternally paying
him compliments of this kind, and do all
that lies in my power to kcep his ima-
gination as buly as my own,
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of *Tis his turn now;—1 have given an
oz ample defcription of Dr. Slop’s fad over-
PH throw, and of his [ad appearance in the
ol back-parlour ;s — his imagination muft now
14 2o on with it for a while.

of Let the reader imagine then, that Dr.
e Slop has told his tale ;—and in what words

and with what aggravations his fancy choo-
{es ;—Let him fuppo['e, that Obadiah has
;‘ told his tale alfo, and with fuch rueful
| looks of affected concern, as he thinks

:d., will beft contrafi the two figures as they
e fland by each other.—Let him imagine ,
“_\S that my father has fepped up fairs to
i fee my mother.—And, to conclude this
it work of imagination ,—let him imagine
uft the doctor wafhed ,—rubbed down,—con-
8> doled with,— felicitated , got into a pair
oft of Obadiah’s pumps, ftepping forwards to-
r's wards the door, upon the very point of
i entering upon action.
s Truce ! — truce, good Dr. Slop! — fiay
thy obftetric hand !—return it (afe into thy
ng bofom to keep it warm ;—little doft thou
ll know what obftacles,—little doft thou think
s what hidden caufes retard its operation -

Haft thou, Dr. Slop,—haft thou been in- i‘
Q 2
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trufted with the fecret articles of this fo-
lemn treaty which has brought thee into
this place 2—Art thou aware that at this
inftant, a daughter of Lucina is put ob-
Retrically over thy head? Alas!—’tis too
true.—Belides, great fon of Pilumnus ! what
canfi thou do? — Thou hafi come forth
unarmed ;—thou haft left thy tire-téte ,—
thy new-invented forceps—thy crotchet
~thy fpuirt, and all thy infiraments of
{alvation and deliverance, bekind thee.
—By Heaven! at this moment they are
hanging up in a green bays bag, betwixt
thy two pifiols, at thy bed’s head !'—Rirg;
— call ; — lend Obadiah back upon the
coach-horfe to bring them with all [peed.
—DMake great hafte, Obadiah, quoth my
father, and I'll give thee a crown ;—and,
quoth my uncle Toby, I'll give him
another,

CoHEACP: S XIT

YO UR fudden and unexpected arrival,
quoth my uncle Toby, addrefring him[lelf
to Dr, Slop, ( all three of them fitting down
#o the fire together, as my uncle Toby
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antly brought the
who , you
me.

began to fpeak)— inft
great Stevinus into My head,
muft know , is a favourite author with
— Then, added my father, making ufe
of the argument Ad Crumenant,—E-gill
as to a fingle crown-piece,
e to give away to Oba-
back) that this fame

lay twenty guine
(which will ferv
diah when he gets

Stevinus was fome engineer or other ,—or
has wrote fomething oT other, either di-
rectly or indirectly »

fortification.

He has fo ,—replied my uncle Toby.—
I knew it, faid my father, — though, for
the foul of me, I cannot fee what kind
of connexion there can be betwixt Dr.
Slop’s fudden coming, and a difcourfe upon
fortification ; —yet I feared it.— Talk of
what we will, brother,—or let the occa-
fion be mever fo foreign or unfit for the
fubject, — you aré fure to bring it in. I
would not, brother Toby, continued my
father, -1 declare I would not have my
head, fo full of curtins and horn-works.
——That I dare [ay, you would not,
quoth Dr. Slop, interrupling him,
laughing moft immoderately at bis puns

upon the [cience of

and
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Dennis the critic could not detef and
abhor a pun, or the infinuation of a pur,
more cordially than my father;—he would
grow tefty upon it at any time; — but to
be broke in upon by one; in a [ferions
dilcourle, was as bad, he would lay, as
a ﬁllip upon the nofe;—he faw no dif-
ference.

Sir, quoth my uncle Toby, addrelling
him[elf to Dr. Slop ,—the curtins my bro-
ther Shandy mentions here, have nothing
to do with bedfieads ;— though s, ITknow Du
Cange fays, < That bed-curtains, in all
probability , have taken their name

them;” —nor have the horn-w

from
orks, he
fpeaks of, any thing in the world to do
with the horn-works of cuckoldom : — But
the curtin, Sir, is the word we ufe in for-
tification, for that part of the wall or ram.
part which lies between the two baftions
and joins ihem.-—Beﬁcgcrs feldom offer to
carry on their attacks directly againlt the
curtin, for this realon, becaufe they are
fo well flanked. (It is the cafe of other
curtins, quoth Dr, Slop, laughiug.) How-

ever, continued my uncle Toby, to make

them fure, we generally choole to place
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ravelins before them , taking care only to
extend them beyond the follé or ditch i—
The common men, who know very little
of fortification , confound the ravelin and
the half-moon togelher,——though they aré
very different things; — not in their figure

or confiruction, for we make them exact-

in all poinls;——f()r they always.

ly alike,
alient angle,

counfift of two faces, making a [
with the gorges , not firaight, but in form
of a crefcent,— Where then lies the differ-
ence ? quoth my father, a little tefily.
— — In their fituations, anlwered my uncle
Toby:—-For when a ravelin, brother,
fiands before the curtin, it is a ravelin;
and when a ravelin ftands before a bal-
tion , then th
it is a half-moon;
is a half-moon, and
it ftands before its ba
change place, and get
it would be no longer a half-moon; a half-
moon, in that cale, is not a half-moon;

e ravelin is not a ravelin;—
— a half-moon likewife
not more , fo long as
fiion ;—but was it to

before the curtin,—

— it is no more than a ravelin, —I think,
quoth my father, that the noble [fcience
of defence has its wealk fides—as well as

ethers.
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—As for the horn-worls (high! ho! figh’d
my father) which continued my uncle To-
by, my brother was fpeaking of, they are
a very confiderable part of an outwork ;—
they are called by the French engineers,
Ouvrage & corne, and we generally make
them to cover fuch places as-we [ufpect
to be weaker than the reff ;—it is formed
by two epaulments or demi-baftions—they
are very pretty, and if you will take a
walk, I'll engage to [hew you one well
worth your trouble.—I own , continued my
uncle Toby, when we crown them ,—they
are much fironger, but then they are very
expenlive, and take up a great deal of
ground, fo that, in my opinion, they are
moft of ule to cover or defend -the head
of a camp; otherwile the double tenaille
~— By the mother who bore us! —brother
Toby, quol‘h my father, not able to hold
out any longer,—— you would provoke
a [aint; — here have you got us, I know

not how, not only foule in the middle of
the old [ubject again :~But [o full is your
head of thele confounded works , that
though my wife is this moment in the
pains of labour, and you hear her ory
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out, yet nothing will ferve you but to
carry off the mau-midwife.-a/lccaucﬁeur,
—if you pleafe, quoth Dr. Slop.—With
all my heart, replied my father, I don’t
care what they call you,—but I wilh the
whole [cience of fortification, with all its
inventors, at the devils — it has been the
death of thoufands ,—and it will be mine
nd. —1I would not, I would not,
brother Toby, have my brains [o full of
faps , mines, blinds, gabions, palifadoes,
alf-moons, and fuch trumpery,
of Namur, and of all the

in the e

ravelins, b
to be proprietor
towns in Flanders with it.

My uncle Toby was a man patient of
injuries ; — not from want of courage,—1I
have told you in the fifth chapter of this
fecond book, ¢ that he was a man of cou-
rage 2 —And will add here, that where
juft occafions prefented, or called it forth,
—71 know no man under whofe arm I
would have fooner talen (helter ; — nor
did this arife from any infenfibility or ob-
tufenels of his intellectual parts; —for he
felt this infult of my father’s as feelingly
as a man could do;—but he was of a
peaceful , placid nature ,—no jarring ele-

Trifiram Shandy. Vol, 11. R
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ment in it,—all was mixed up fo kindly
within him; my uncle Toby had [carce a
heart to retaliate upon a fly.

—Go—[fays Le, one day at dinner, to
an overgrown one which had buzzed about
his nofe, and tormented him cruelly all
dinner time ,——and which after infinite
attempts, he had caught at laft, as it flew
by him ;—1I'll not hurt thee, fays my uncle
Toby, rifing from his chair, and going
acrofs the room, with the fly in his hand,
—T’Il not hurt a hair of thy head:—Go,
fays he, lifting up the falh, and opening
his hand as he fpoke to let it efcape ;—
go, poor devil, get thee gone, why [hould
I hurt thee? — This world furely is wide
enough to hold both thee and me,

I was but ten years old when this hap-
pened’; but whether it was, that the ac-
tion itlelf was more in unifon to my nerves
at that age of pity, which inftantly fet
my whole frame into one vibration of moft
plealurable fenfation;— or how far the
manner and exprelfion of it might go to-
wards it ;—or in what degree, or by what
fecret magic,—a tone of voice and har-
mony of movement, attuned by mercy,
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TRISTRAM SHANDY.
might find a paffage to my heart, I know
not ;—this I know, that the leffon of uni-
verfal good-will then taught and imprint-
ed by my uncle Toby, has never fince
been worn out of my mind: And though
I would not depreciate what the fiudy of
the Literae humaniores, at the univerfity,
have done for me in that refpect, or dif-
credit the other helps of an expenfive edu-
cation beffowed upon me, both at home
and abroad fnce;—yet I often think that
I owe one half of my philanlhropy to that
one accidental impreflion.

This is to ferve for parents and gover-
nours infiead of a whole volume upon the

fubject.
I could not give the reader this ftroke

in my uncle Toby’s picture, by the in-
frument with which I drew the other parts
of jt,—that taking in no more than the
mere Hopey-HORSICAL likenels :—this is
a part of his moral character. My father,
in this patient endurance of wrongs,
which I mention, was very different, as
the reader muft long ago have noted; he
had a much more acute and quick fenfi-
bility of nature, attended with 2 little
R 2
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forenels of temper ; though this never tran(-
ported him to any thing which looked like
malignancy : —yet in the little rubs and
vexations of life, it was apt to fhew itfelf
in a drollith and witty kind of peevilh-
nels:—He was, however, frank and gene-
rous in his nature;—at all times open to
conviction ; and in the little ebullitions of
this fubacid humour towards others, but
particularly towards my uncle Toby, whom
he truly loved ;—he would feel more pain,
ten times told (except in the affair of my
aunt Dinah, or where an hypothefis was
concerned ) than what he ever gave,

The characters of the two brothers, in
this view of them, reflected light upon
each other, and appeared with great ad-
vantage in this affair which arole about
Stevinus.

I need not tell the reader, if he keeps
a HoeBy-Horse,—that a man’s Hosey-
Horse is as tender a part as he has about
him; and that thele unprovoked firokes
at my uncle Toby’s could not be unfelt
by him.—No:—as I faid above,, my uncle
Toby did feel them, and very fenfibly too.
Pray, Sir, what faid he 2—~How did ha
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Bblave 7 ic= D41Sir lrawit “Was great:
For as foon as my father had done in-
fulting his Hopsy-Horse,—he t
head without the leaft emotion, from Dr.
Slop, to whom he was addrelling his dil-
courfe, and looked up into my father’s
face, with a countenance fpread ov
fo much good-nasure ;—Io placid ;—Tlo fra-
ternal ; — fo inexprellibly tender towards
him :—it penetrated my father to his hearte
He rofe up hafiily from his chair, and
re.lzing hold of both my unoclo Toby’s hands
as he I‘Poke:—Brother Toby, faid he,—
— —forgive, I pray

urned his

er with

I beg thy pardon ;
thee , this ralh humour which my mother

gave me.——My dear, dear brother, an-

fwered my uncle Toby, rifing up by my
father’s help , [ay no more about it;—you
are heartily welcome, had it been ten
times as much, brother. But it is ungene-
Tous, replied my father, to hurt any man;
—a brother worfe;—but to hurt a brother
of fuch gentle manners ,—Tfo unprovoking,
— and fo unrelenting;—it is bale: —by
Heaven, it is cowardly.——You are hear~
tily welcome, brother, quoth my uncle
Toby ,—had it been fifty times as muche=—
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Befides what have I to do, my dear To-
by, cried my father, either with your

amuflements or your plealures, unlels it
was in my power (which it is not) to in-
creale their meafure ?

—Brother Shandy, anfwered my uncle
Toby, looking wiftfully in his face,—you
are miftaken in this point; — —for you
do increafe my plealure very much, in
begetting children for the Shandy family
at your time of life.— —But, by that, Sir,
quoth Dr. Slap, Mr. Shandy increafes his
own,—Not a jot, quoth my father,

C H APy " XIIL

MY brother does it, quoth my uncle
Toby, out of principle.— — In a family-
way , I [uppole, quoth Dr. Slop.—Plhaw!
—[aid my father, —it is not worth talk.
ing of,

G HA P XTIV,
AT the end of the lafi chapter, my fa-

ther and my uncle Toby were left both
ftanding, like Brutus and Callius at the
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clofe of the [cene, making UP their ac.

counts.
As my father fpoké the three laft words,
—my uncle Toby exactly

—~he fat down;
fore

followed his example, only, that be
he rung the bell, to

he took his chair,
who was in wait-

order Corporal Trim,
ing, to fiep home for
uncle Toby’s houfe being no
than the oppofite fide of the way.

sen would have dropped the fub-

Some
ject of Stevinus ;—but my uncle Toby had
, and he went

no refentment in his heart
the fubject, to [hew my father

Stevinus : ——my
farther off

on with
that he had none.

Your fudden appearance, Dr. Slop,
quoth my uncle , refuming the difcourfe,
infiantly brought Stevinus into my head.
{My father, you may be fure, did not of-
fer to lay any more wagers upon Stevi-
nus’s head.)-—Becaufe 5 continued my uncle
Toby , the celebrated [ailing chariot, which
belonged to Prince Maurice, and was of
fuch wonderful contrivance and velocity,
as to carry half a dozen people thirty Ger-
in I don’t know how few mi-

man miles,
y Stevinus, that

nutes ,——was invented b
great mathematician and engineok
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You might have fpared your fervant the
trouble, quoth Dr. Slop (as the fellow is
lame) of going for Stevinus’s account of it,
becaule, inmy return from Leyden through
the Hague, I walked as far Schevling,
which is two long miles, on purpole to
take a view of it

—That’s nothing, replied my uncle To-
by, to what the learned Peirelkius did,
who walked a matter of five hundred
miles, reckoning from Paris to Schevling,
and from Schevling to Paris back again,
in order to fee it,—and nothing elfe.

Some men cannot bear to be out-gone.

The more fool Peirelkius, replied Dr,
Slop. But mark, it was out of no contempt
of Peirefkius at all ;—but that Peirelkius’s
indefatigable labour in trudging [o far on
foot, out of love for the [ciences, reduced
the exploit of Dr. Slop, in that affair, to
nothing ; —the more fool Peirelkius, faid
ke again.—Why [o ?—replied my father,
taking his brother’s part, not only to make
reparation as faft as he could for the in-
{ult he had given him, which [at fill upon
my father’s mind;—but partly, that my
father began really to intereft himfelf in
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the dilcourfe.—Why fo7—faid he. Why
is Peirelkius , or any man elfe, to be abuf-
ed for an appetite for that, or any other
morfel of found knowledge? For notwithe
flanding I know nothing of the chariot in
queftion , continued he, the inventor of i¢
muft have had a very mechanical heads
and though I cannot guels upon what prin-
ciples of pl;ilofophy he has achieved it;—
yet certainly his machine has been con-
Rructed upon folid ones, be they what
they will, or it could not have anfwered
at the rate my brother mentions.

It anfwered, replied my uncle Toby,
as well if not better; for, as Peirefkius
elegantly exprelles it, [peaking of the ve-
locity of its motion, ZTam citus erat , quam
erat ventus; which, unlefs T have forgot
my Latin, is, that it was as _fwift as the
wind itfelf.

But pray, Dr. Slop, quoth my father,
interrupting my uncle (though not without
begging pardon for it, at the fame time)
upon what principles was this felf-fame
chariot fet a-going? —Upon very pretty
principles to be [ure, replied Dr. Slop;—
and I have often wondered, continued
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he, evading the quefiion, why none of
our gentry, who live upon large plains
like this of ours,—(elpecially they whofe
wives are not paft child-bearing) attempt
nothing of this kind ; for it would not only
be infinitely expeditious upon fudden calls,
to which the fex is [ubject,—if the wind
only ferved ,—but would be excellent good
hufbandry to make ule of the winds ,
which coft nothing, and which eat no-
thing, rather than harfes, which (the de-
vil take ’em) both coft and eat a great
deal.

For that very realon, replied my father,
¢Becaule they colt nothing, and becaufe
they eat nothing,”—the [cheme is bad ;—
it is the conlumption of our products, as
well as the manufactures of them » which
givesbread to the hungry, circulates trade,
—brings in money , and fupports the value
of our lands ;—and though,Lown, ifI was
& prince, I would generoully recompenfe
the [cientific head which brought forth fuch
contrivances :—yet I would as peremptos
rily fupprefs the ufe of them.

My father here had gotinto his element,
—and was going on as profperoully with
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his differtation upon trade, as my uncle
Toby had before , upon his of fortification;
—but, to the lofs of much found knows
ledge, the defiinies in the morning had
decreed that no dillertation of any kind
fhould be [pun by my father that day ,—
for as he opened his mouth to begin the
next fentence ,

CHAP. XV.

IN popped Gorporal Trim with Stevinus:
—But it was too late ,—all the difcourle
had been exhaufted without him, and was
Tunning into a new channel.

—You may take the book home again,
Trim, faid my uncle Toby, nodding to
him.

But prithee, Corporal, quoth my fa-
ther, drolling,—look firft into it, and lee
if thou can’ft [py aught of a failing cha-
ript in it

Corporal Trim, by being in the fervice,
had learned to obey,—and not to remon-
frate ;—[o taking the book to a fide-table,
and running over the leaves; An’ pleafe
your Honour, faid Trim, T can fee no
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fuch thing ;—however , continued the Cor-
poral, drolling a little in his turn, I’ll
make [ure work of it, an’ pleale your Hos
nour ;—I{o taking hold of the two covers
of the book, one in each hand, and let-
ting the leaves fall down, as he bent the
covers back, he gave the book a goed
found fhake. 3

There is fomething fallen out, how-
ever, [aid Trim, an’ pleale your Honour;
but it is not a chariot, or any thing like
one.—Prithee, Corporal, faid my father,
fmiling, what is it then 2—I think, an-
[wered Trim, fooping to take it up ,—
’tis more likea [ermon ,—for it begins with
a text of [cripture, and the chapter and
verle ;—and then goes on, not as a cha«
riot ,—but like a [ermon directly,

The company [miled.

I cannot conceive how it is pofllible,
quoth my uncle Toby, for fuch a thing as
a [ermon to have got into my Stevinus.

I think ’tis a fermon, replied Trim ;—
but if it pleafe your Honours, as it is a
fair hand, I will read you a page ;—for
Trim, you muft know, loved to hear
himlelf read almoft as well as talk.
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1 have ever a firong propcnﬁly, laid
my father, to look into things which crols
my way , by [uch firange fatalities as thefles
——and as we have nothing better to
do, at leaft till Obadiah gets back , 1 (hould
be obliged to you, brother, if Dr. Slop
has no objection to it, to order the Cor-
poral to give us a page or two of it,—if
he js as able to do it, as he feems wil-
ling, An’ pleafe your Honour, quoth Trim,
I officiated two whole campaigns, in Flan-
ders, as clerk to the chaplain of the regi-
ment.—He can read it, quoth my uncle
Toby, as well as I can.—Trim , I aflure
you, was the beft fcholar in my compa-
ny , and fhould have had the next hal-
berd , but for the péor fellow’s misfortune.
Corporal Trim laid his hand upon his
heart, and made an humble bow to his

mafier ;—then laying down his hat, upon
the floor, and taking up the fermon in his
left hand, in order to have his right at
liberty ,——-he advanced , nothing doubt-
ing, into the middle of the room, where
he could beft fee, and be befi feen by his
audience.
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--IF you have any objection ,—[aid my
father, addrelling himfelf to Dr. Slop. Not
in the leaft, replied Dr. Slop ;——for it
does not appear on which fide of the quel-
tion it is wrote ;—it may be a compofition
of a divine of our church, as well as yours,
—fo that we run equal rilks.—'Tis wrote
npon neither fide, quoth Trim, for ’ts
only upon confeience, an’ pleale your
Honours,

Trim’s realon put his audience into good
humour ,—all but Dr. Slop, who turning
his head about towards Trim, looked a
little angry.

Begin, Trim,—and read diftinctly ,
quoth my father.—I will, an’ pleale your
Honour, replied the Corporal, making a
bow, and belpeaking attention with a
flight movement of his right hand.

CHAP. XVIL
__BUT before the Corporal begins, I mufi

firlt give you a delcription of his attitude s
—otherwile he will naturally fand repre-
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fented, by your imagination, inan uneafy
pofture ,—ﬁiﬂ‘,-——perpendicular ,—dividing
the weight of his body equaily upon both

my
ot S8 legs ;—his eye fixed , as if on duty;—his
it look determined, — clinching the [ermon o
ef- in his left hand, like his firelock.—In a
ion word , you would be apt to paint Trim,
s, as if he was ftanding in his platoon, ready
ote for action.—His attitude was as unlike all
tis this as you can conceive.
yur He fiood before them with his body

fwayed, and bent forwards juft fo far, as
od to make an angle of 85 degrees and a
half upon the plain of the horizon ;—which

n
i found orators, to whom I addrels this,
know very well to be the true perfuafive
v, angle of incidence ;—in any other angle
nr you may talk and preach s—’tis certain ;—
a and it is done every day ;—but with what
= effect,—I leave the world to judge!

The neceflity of this precife angle of
g5 degrees and a half to a mathematical
exactnels ,—does it not fhew us, by the
way, how the arts and [ciences mutually

& befriend each other? ;

How the deuce Corporal Trim, who knew
not [0 much as an acute angle from an
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obtufle one, came to hit it fo exactly ;—
or whether it was chance or nature, or
good fenle or imitation, etc. [hall be com-
mented upon in that part of this cyclo-
paedia of arts and [ciences, where the in-
firumental parts of the eloquence of the
fenate, the pulpit, the bar, the coffee-
houfe, the bed-chamber, and fire-fide, fall
under confideration.

He ficod,—for I repeat it, to take the
picture of him in at one view, with his
body (wayed, and [omewhat bent for-
wards , — his right-leg from under him,
fuftaining [even-eighths of his whole
weight ,—the foot of his left-leg, the defect
of which was no difadvantage to his atti-
tude , advanced a little ,—not laterally ,
nor forwards, but in a line betwixt them ;
--his knee bent, but that not violently,
—~but [o as to fall within the limits of
the line of beauty;—and I add, of the
line of [cience too ;—for confider, it had
one-eighth part of his body to bear up;
—[o that in this cale the pofition of the
leg is determined ,—becaufe the foot could
be no farther advanced, or the knee more
bent, than what would allow him, mecha-
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nically, to receive an eighth part of his
whole weight under it, and to carry it too.

@z This I recommend.to painters :—need
Y add ,—to orators ?—I think not; for un-
lefs they practile it,—they muft fall upon
their nofes.

So much for Corporal Trim’s body and
legs.—He held the fermon loofely, not
carelefsly in his left hand, raifed fomething
above his fiomach, and detached a little
from his breaft; —his right-arm falling neg-
ligently by his fide, as nature and the
laws of gravity ordered it,—but with the
Palm of it open and turned toward his
audience, ready to aid the [entiment in
cafle it fiood in need.

Corporal Trim’s eyes and the mulcles
of his face were in full harmony with the
other parts of him;—he looked frank,—
unconftrained , — fomething afllured, —but
10t bordering upon aflurance.

Let not the critic allk how Corporal Trim
could come by all this.—I've told him it
fhould be explained ;—but fo he food be-
fore my father, my uncle Toby, and Dr.
Slop ,—[o [wayed his body , [o contrafied
his limbs, and with [uch an oratorical

Trifiram Shandy. Vol, II. S
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[weep throughout the whole figure ,~a
frtatuary might have modelled from it;—
nay, I doubt whether the oldeft Fellow
of a College,—or the Hebrew Profellor
himleif could have much mended it.

Trim made a bow, and read as follows:

THE SERMON,
Hesrrews xiii, 18.

e e For e truft we have a good Conr-
JScience.—

"TR UST!—Truft we have a good con-
[cience !”

( Certainly, Trim, quoth my father,
interrupting him, you give that [entence
a very improper accent; for you curl up
your nole,, man, and read it with fuch a
[neering tone as if the Parfon was going
to abufe the Apofile.

He is, an’ pleale your Honour, replied
Trim. Pugh! faid my father, [miling,

Sir, quoth Dr. Slop, Trim is certainly
in the right; for the writer (who I per-
ceive is a Proteftant) by the [nappilh magp-
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ner in which he takes up the Apofile, is
certainly goingto abufe him ,—if this treat-
ment of him has not done it already. But
from whence, replied my father, have
you concluded f[o foon, Dr. Slop, that
the writer is of our Church ?—for aught I
can fee yet,—he may be of any Church,
—Becaule, anfwered Dr. Slop, if he was
of ours,—he durft no more take [uch a
licenfe ,—than a bear by his beard :—If,
in our communion, Sir, a man was to in-
fult an Apofile,—a faint,—or even the
paring of a faint’s nail ,—he would have
his eyes [cratched out. — What, by the
faint ? quoth my uncle Toby. No, replied
Dr. Slop, he would have an old houfe
over his head. Pray is the Inquifition an
ancient building, anfwered my uncle To-
by, or is it a modern one ?—I know no-
thing of architecture, replied Dr. Slop.—
An’ pleale your Honours, quoth Trim,
the Inquifition is the vilefi—Prithee [pare
thy defcription, Trim, I hate the very
name of it, faid my father— No matter
for that, anfwered Dr, Slop,—it has its
ufes ; for though I'm no great advocate for
it, yet, in fuch a cale as this, he would

S 2
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foon be taught better manners; and I can
tell him, if he went on at that rate, would
be flung into the Inquifition for his pains.
God help him then, quoth my uncle To-
by. Amen, added Trim ; for Heaven above
knows, I have a poor brother who has
been fourteen years a captive in it.—I
never heard one word of it before, faid
my uncle Toby, haftily :——How came
he there, Trim 2—O, Sir! the fiory will
make your heart bleed,—as it has made
mine a thoufand times ;—but it is too long
to be told now ;—your Honour fhall hear
it from firfk to lafi fome day when I am
working befide you in our fortifications;
but the fhort of the flory is this:—That
my brother Tom went over a [ervant to
Lifbon ,—and then married aJew’s widow,
who kept a fmall [hop , and [old fauflages,
which fomehow or other, was the caufe
of his being taken in the middle of the
night out of his bed , where he was lying
with his wife and two [mall children, and

carried directly to the Inquifition, where, .

God help him, continued Trim, fetching
a figh from the bottom of his heart,—the
poor honeft lad lies confined at this hour;
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he was as honeft a foul, added Trim , ( pul-
ling out his handkerchief) as ever blood
warmed.—

— The tears trickled down Trim’s cheeks
fafier than he could well wipe them away.
—A dead flence in the room enflued for
fome minutes.— Certain proof of pity!

Come, Trim, quoth my father, after
he faw the poor fellow’s grief had got a
little vent, read on ,—and put this melan-
choly Rory out of thy head :—1 grieve that
I interrupted thee; but prithee begin the
fermon again;—-—for if the firft fentence in
it is matter of abufe, as thou fayeft, I
have a great defire to know what kind of
provocalion the Apolile has given,

Corporal Trim wiped his face, and re-
turned his handkerchief into his pocket,
and , making a bow as he did it,—he

began again.)
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THE SERMON.
HeerEWS xiii. 18.

— —For we truft we have a good Con-
Seience.— —

“TR UST! trufi we have a good con-
[cience! Surely if there is any thing in
this life which a man may depend upon,
and to the knowledge of which he is ca-
pable of arriving upon the moft indilpu-
table evidence, it mufi be this very thing,
«~whether he has a good conlcience orno.”

(I am pofitive I am right, quoth Dr.
Slop. )

¢ If a man thinks at all, he cannot well
be a firanger to the true Rate of this ac-
count ;~——he muft be privy to his own
thoughts and defizes ;—he mufi remember
his pafi purfuits, and know certainly the
true [prings and motives, which, in gene-
ral, have governed the actions of his
lifesé

(I defy him, without an alliffant , quoth
Dr. Slop.)
“In other malters we may be deceived
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by falfe appearances; and, as the wile
man complains , Zardly dowe guefs aright
at the things that are upon the earth, and
with labour do weﬁnd the things that are
before us. But here the mind has all the
evidence and facts wilinin herlelf ;—is con-
(eious of the web fhe has wove ;—knows
its texture and finenefls, and the exact
fhare which every pallion has had in work-
ing upon the feveral defligns which virtue
or vice has planned before her.”
( The language is good, and I declare
Trim reads very well, quoth my father.)
«Now ,—as conlcience is nothing elle
‘but the knowledge which the mind has
within herfelf of thiss and the judgment,
either of approbation or cenfure, which
it unavoidably makes upon the fuccellive
actions of our lives; ’tis plain you will
fay, from the very terms of the propo-
fition ,— —whenever this inward tefiimony
goes againft a man, and he fiands [elf-
acculed , —that he muft necellarily be a
guilty man. ——And, on the contrary,
when the report is favourable on his fide,
and his heart condemns him not:— —that
is not a matter of fruff, as the Apolile
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intimates, but a matter of cerfainty and
fact , that the conlcience is good, and that
the man muft be good alfo.”

(Then ‘the Apolile is altogether in the
wrong, I [uppole, quoth Dr. Slop, and
the Proteftant divine is in the right. Sir,
have patience, replied my father, for I
think it will prefently appear that St. Paul
and the Protefiant divine are both of an
opinion.— As nearly [o, quoth Dr, Slop,
as ealt is to welt ;—but this, continued he,
lifting both hands, comes from the liberty
of the prefls.

It is no more, at the worlt, replied my
uncle Toby, than the liberty of the pul-
pit; for it does not appear that the [fer-
mon is printed, or ever likely to be.

Go on, Trim, quoth my father.)

“At firff fight this may [eem to be a
true fiate of the cale; and I make no doubt
but the knowledge of right and wrorg is
fo truly imprefled upon the mind of man,
that did no fuch thing ever happen, as
that the conlcience of a man, by long ha-
bits of fin, might (as the [eripture allures
it may) inflenfibly become hard ;— and,
lilke [ome tender parts” of his body, by
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much firels and continual hard ufage, lofe
by degrees, that nice fenfe and perception
with which God and nature endowed it:
—Did this never happen;—or was it cer-
tain that lelf-love could never hang the
leaft bias upon the judgment;;—or that the
little interefi below could rife up and per-
plex the faculties of our upper regions,
and encompals them about with clouds
and thick darknels:—Could no [uch thing
as fayour and affection enter this [acred
Court:— —Did Wit difdain to take a
bribe in it;——or was afhamed to fhew
its face as an advocate for an unwarrant-
able enjoyment : Or, lafily, were we al-
fured that Intzrest flood always uncon-
cerned whilft the caufe was hearing, —
and that pallion never got into the judg-
ment-feat, and pronounced [entence inthe
fiead of Reafon, which is [uppoled al-
ways to prefide and determine upon the
cale :— — Was this truly fo, as the objec-
tion muft fuppo{'c;—-no doubt then, the
religious and moral fate of a man would
be exactly what he himfelf effeemed it;
— and the guilt or innocence of every man’s
life could be known, in general, by ne

Trifiram Shandy. Vol. I1. £%
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better mealure, than the degrees of his
own approbation and cenfure.

¢« Iown,in onecale,whenever a man’s
confcience does accule him (as it feldom
errs on that fide) that he is guilty; and
unlels in melancholy and hypocondriac
sales, we may [afely pronounce upon it,
that there is always fufficient grounds for
the acculation.

¢ But the converle of the propofition will
not hold true;—naniely, that whenever
there is guilt, the conlcience muft accule ;
and if it does not, that a man is there-
fore innocent.———This is not fact ;= —So
that the common confolation which fome
good chriftian or other is hourly adminif-
tering to himfelf,—that he thanks God
his mind does not mifgive him ; and that,
eonfequently, he has a good conlcience,
becaule he has a quiet one,——is falla-
¢ious ;— —and as current as the inference
is, and as infallible as the rule appears
at firft fight, yet when you look nearer
io it, and try the truth of this rule upon
plain facts ,—you fee it liable to fo much
error from a falle application;—the prin-
ciple upon which it goes fo often pervert-
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ed ;—the whole force of it loft, and [ome-
times fo vilely caft away, that it is pain-
ful to produce the common examples from
human life, which confirm the account,

< A man fhall be vicious and utterly de-
bauched in his principles;—exceptionable
in his conduct to the world; lhall live
fhamelefs, in the open commillion of a fin
which no reafon or pretence can juftify 5—
a fin by which , contrary to all the work-
ings of humanity, he fhall ruin for ever
the deluded partner of his guilt;— —rob
her of her befi dowry ; and not only cover
her own head with difhonour,—but in-
volve a whole virtuous family in fhame and
forrow for her lake. Surely , you will think
confcience muft lead fuch a man a trouble-
fome life;— he can have no reft night or
day from its reproaches.

< Alas! Conscience had fomething elle
to do all this time, than break in upon
him ; as Elijah reproached the god Baal,
~— —this domeftic god was either talking,
or purfuing , or was in a journey , or perad-
venture he flept and could not be awoke.

“Perhaps He was gone out in compa-
vy with Honour to fight a duel; to pay

# P
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off fome debt at play ;—or dirty annuity,
the bargain ofhis lufi : Perhaps Conscience
all this time was engaged at home, talk-
ing aloud againfi petty larceny, and ex-
ecuting vengeance upon fome [uch puny
orimes as his fortune and rank of life fe-
cured him againft all temptation of com-
mitting ; fo that he lives as merrily”—(If
he was of our church, though, quoth Dr.
Slop, he could not)—*“fleeps as foundly
in his bed;—and at laft meets death as
unconcernedly ;—perhaps much more fo,
than a much better man.”

(A1l this is impoflible with us, quoth
Dr. Slop, turning to my father ,—the cale
gould not happen in our church;—It hap-
pens in ours, however,replied my father,
but too often.—I own, quoth Dr. Slop,
(firuck a little with my father’s frank
aclinowledgment)— —that a man in the
Romifk church may live as badly,—but
then he cannot eafily die fo.—"Tis little
matter, replied my father, with an air of
indifference ,—how arafcal dies.—I mean,
anlwered Dr. Slop, he would be denied
the benefits of the laft [acraments.— —
Pray how many have you in all, faid my
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uncle Toby,—for 1 always forget 2—Se-
ven, anlwered Dr. Slop.—Humph!——faid
my uncle Toby ; though not accented as a
note of acquielcence,—but as an interjec-
tion of that parlicular fpecies of furprife,
when “a man, in looking into a drawer,
finds more of a thing than he expected.—
Humph ! replied my uncle Toby. Dr. Slop,
who had an ear, underfiood my uncle To-
by as well as if he had wrote a whole
volume againft the feven facraments. —
Humph! replied Dr. Slop, (fating my
uncle Toby’s argument over again to him)
—Why, Sir, are there not feven cardinal
virtues 72— Seven mortal fins ?—Seven gol-
den candlefiicks ?—Seven heavens ?—Tis
more than I know , replied my uncle To-
by.—Are there not feven wonders of the
world 2— —Seven days of the creation?
—Seven planets ?—Seven plagues?—That
there are, quoth my father, with a moft
affected gravity. But prithee, continued he,
go on with the reft of thy characters,
Trim.)
« Anotheris fordid, unmerciful ,” (here
Trim waved his right hand) “a Rrait-
hearted, [el&h wretch, incapable either of
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private friendfhip or public fpirit. Take
notice how he paffes by the widow and
orphan in their difirels, and fees all the
mileries of human life without a figh or a
prayer.” (An’ pleafe your Honours, cried
Trim, I think this is a viler man than
the other, )

*Shall not confcience rile up and fiing
him on [uch occafions 2—No ;5 thank God
there is no occafion, 7 pay every man his
own ;—I kave no fornication to anfwer to
my confeience ,—no faithlefs vows or pro=
mifes to make up ;—1 have debauched no
man’s wife or child ; thank God , I am not
as other men , adulterers , urjuft , or even
as this libertine , who flands before me.

“A third is crafty and defigning in his
nature. View his whole life; —it is no-
thing but a cunning contexture of dark
arts and unequitable fubterfuges, bafely
to defeat the true intent of all laws , —
plain dealing and the [afe enjoyments of
our [everal properties.—-—You will fee .
fuch a one working out a frame of little
defigns upon the ignorance and perplexi-
ties of the poor and needy man ;—Cfhall
raife a fortune upon the inexperience of
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a youth, or the unfufpecting temper of
his friend, who would have trufted him
with his life.

¢ When old age comes on, and repent-
ance calls him to look back upon this
black account, and fate it over again with
his confcience — —CONSCIENCE looks into
the StaTuTes at LARGE ;—finds no ex-
prefs law broken by what he has done;
~— perceives no penalty or forfeiture of
goods and chattels incurred ; — fees no
fcourge waving over his head, or prifon
opening its gates upon him ;—What is
there to affright his confcience ? — Con-
fcience has got [afely entrenched behind the
Law ; fits there invulnerable, fortified with
Cafes and Reports fo firongly on all
fides ;—that it is not preaching can difpol-
Lels it of its hold.”

( Here Corporal Trim and my uncle To-
by exchanged looks with each other.—
Aye, aye, Trim! quoth my uncle Toby,
fhaking his head,—thele are but forry
fortifications , Trim.—O! very poor work,
anfwered Trim, to what your Honour and
I make of it.—The character of this laft
man, faid Dz, Slop, interrupting Trim , is
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more detefiable than all the reft j—and
{eems to have been taken from fome pet-
ti-fogging Lawyer amonglt you :—Amonglt
us, a man’s conlcience could not pollibly
continue [o long blinded ,—three times in
a year, at lealt, he muft go to confellion,
Will that refiore it to fight? quoth my
uncle Toby.— Go on, Trim, quoth my
father, or Obadiah will have got back be-
fore thou hafi got to the end of thy fer-
mon.—"Tis a very [hort one , replied Trim,
—I wilh it was longer, quoth my uncle
Toby, for I like it hugely.—Trim went on,)

‘““A fourth man [hall want even this
refuge ;—fhall break through all their cea
remony of(low chicane ;—[corns the doubt-
ful workings of fecret plots and cautious
trains to bring about his purpole :—See
the bare-faced villain, how he cheats,
lies, perjures, robs, murders ! — Horrid ! —
But indeed much better was not to be
expected, in the prelent cale—the poor
man was in the dark!— his prieft had got
the keeping of his confcience ;—and all
he would let him know of it, was, That
he muft believe in the Pope 5—go to Mals;
~~crofs himfelf ;—tell his beads; —be a
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and good Catholic, and that this, in all con-
et- fcience, was enough to carry him to
gl | heayen, What;—if he periures!-——Wlly;
bly —he had a mental refervation in it,—
in il But if he is o wicked and abandoned
on, a wretch as you reprelent him ; —if he
my robs ,—if he ftabs, will not conflcience, on
my every [uch act, receive a wound itfelf?—
e« Aye ,—but the man has carried it to con-
er- felion; - the wound digefts there , and will
m, do well enough, and in a fhort time be
le quite healed up by abfolution. O Popery!
¥ what haft thou to anfwer for2—when,
118 not content with the too many natural
€ " and fatal ways , through which the heart of
)te man is every day thus treacherous to itfelf
us above all things ;—thou haft wilfully fet
ce open the wide gate of deceit before the

5 face of this unwary traveller, too apt,
God knows, to go aftray of himfelf; and
confidently fpeak peace to himlelf, when

e
or there is no peace.
ot <« Of this the common inftances which I

1 have drawn out of life, are too notorious
to require much evidence. If any man doubts
the reality of them, or thinks it impoflible
for a man to be fuch a bubble to himlelf,

[t
-
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—I muf refer him a moment to his own
reflections > and will then venture to truft
my appeal with his own heart,

“Let him confider in how different a
degree of deteftation , numbers of wicked
actions ftand t4ere though equally bad and
vicious in their own natures ; — he will
foon find, that fuch of them as firong in-
clination and cufiom have prompted him
to commit, are generally dreffed out and
painted with all the falfe beauties which
a loft and flattering hand can give them;
~and that the others, to which he feels
Mo propenlfity, appear, at once, naked and
deformed, furrounded with all the trpe
circumfiances of folly and difhonour,

“When David lurprifed Saul [leeping
in the cave, and cut off the [kirt of his
robe—we read his heart [mote him for
what he had done :—But in the matter of
Uriah, where a faithfu] and gallant [ervant
whom he ought to haye loved and ho-
noured, fell to make way for his luff ,—
where confcience had [o much greater rea-
fon to take the alarm, his heart [mote him
not. A whole year had almof palled from
the firfi commiflion of that crime, to the
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time Nathan was fent to reprove him;
and we read not once of the leaft forrow
Or compunction of heart which he teftified,
during all that time , for what he had done.
“% Thus conlcience, this once able moni-
tor,—placed on highas ajudge within us,
and intended by your Maker as a juft and
equitable one too,—by an unbappy train
of caufes and impediments, takes often
fuch imperfect cognizance of what palles,
— does its office fo negligently ,— [ome-
times o corruptly ,—that it is not to be .
trufied alone; and therefore we find there
is a neceflity, an abfolute neceflity, of
joining another principle with it, to aid ,
if not govern, its determinations.

«So that if you would form a juft judg-
ment of what is of infinite importance te
you not to be milled in,—namely, in
what degree of real merit you fland either
as an honeft man, -an ufeful citizen, a
faithful fubject to your King, or a good
fervant to your God ,—call in religion and
morality.—Look, What is written in the
law of God ?—How readeft thou ?2—Confult
calm reafon and the unchangeable obliga-

tions of jufiice and truth ;—what fay they ?
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“Let Conscience determine the matter
upon thele reports ;—and then if thy heart
condemns thee not, which is the cafe the
apoftle fuppoles ,—the rule will be infal-
lible ;” — (Here Dr. Slop fell alleep) —
“thou wilt have confidence towards God ;
—that is, have jult grounds to believe the
judgment thou haft paft upon thylelf, is
the judgment of God; and nothing elle
but an anticipation of that righteous [en-
tence which will be pronounced upon thee
hereafter by that Being, to whom thou
art finally to give an account of thy ac-
tions.

“Blefled is the man , indeed, then, ag
the author of the book of Ecelefiaflicus
exprelles it, who is not pricked with the
multitude of kis fins: Blefled is the man
whofé heart hath not condemned him ; whe-
ther ke be rich, or whether he be poor , if
he have a good heart ( a heart thus guided
and informed) ke fhall at all times re-
joice in a c/zeerfzd countenance; his mind
Jhall tell him more than feven watch-mer
that fit above upon a tower on high,” —
(A tower hasno firength , quoth my uncle
Toby , unlels it is flanked, )<< in the dark.
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eft doubts it fhall conduct him fafer than
a thoufand caluifts, and give the ftate he
lives in, a better fecurity for his beha-
viour than all the caufes and refirictions
put together, which law-makers are forc-
ed to multiply .— Forced, I fay, as things
fiand ; human laws not being a matter of
original choice, but of pure neceflity,
brought in to fence againfi the mifchievous
effects of thole conlciences which are no
law unto themfelves ; well intending , by
the many provifions made ,—that in all
fuch corrupt and mifguided cafes, where
principles and the checks of confcience
will not make us upright,—to fupply their
force, and, by the terrour of gaols and
halters , oblige us to it.””

(1 fee plainly . faid my father, that this
fermon has been compoled to be preached
at the Temple,—or at fome Afllize.—I
like the reafoning ,—and am forry that Dr.
Slop has fallen aflleep before the time of
his conviction ;—for it is now clear, that
the Parfon, as I thought at firk, never
infulted St. Paul in the leafi ;—nor has
there been , brother, the leaft difference
between them.—A great matter, if they
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had differed, replied my uncle Toby ,—
fthe bef friends in the world may dif-
er [ometimes. — True , — brother Toby,
quoth my father, fhaking hands with him,
—we’ll fill our pipes, brother, and then
Trim [hall go on,

Well,—what dof thou think of it? faid
my father, [peaking to Corporal Trim as
be reached his tobacco-box.

I think, anfwered the Corporal, /that
the feven watch-men upon the tower, who,
1 fuppole, are all centinels there ,—are
more, an’ pleale your Honour, than were -
necellary ;—and, to go on at that rate ,
would harrafs.a regiment all to pieces,
which a commanding officer, who loves
kis men, will never do, if he can help
it, becaufe two centinels, added the Cor.
poral, are as good as twenty.—I have
been a commanding officer mylelf in the
Corps de Garde a hundred times, conti-
nued Trim, rifing an inch higher in his
figure, as he [poke ,—and all the time I
had the honour to ferve his Majefty King
William, in relieving the mof confiderahle
pofts, I never left more than two in my
life,.—Very right, Trim, quoth my uncle
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Toby ,—but you do not confider, Trim,
that the towers , in Solomon’s days, were
not fuch things as our bafiions, flanked
and defended by other works ;—this, Trim,
was an invention fince Solomon’s deaths
nor had they horn-works , or ravelins be-
fore the curtin, in his time;—or fuch a
follé as we make with a cuvette in the
middle of it, and with covered ways and
counterfcarps pallifadoed alongit, to guard
againft a Coup de main :—So that the fe-
ven men upon the tower were a party,
1 dare fay, from the Corps de Garde , fet
there , not only to look out, but to defend
it.—They could be no more, an’ pleale
your Honour, than a Corporal’s Guard.
—My father fmiled inwardly , —but not
outwardly ;—the fubject being rather too
ferious , confidering what had happened,
to make a jeft of.—So putting his pipe into
his mouth, which he had jult lighted ,—
he contented himfelf with ordering Trim
to read on. He read on as follows :)
«To have the fear of God before our
eyes, and, in our mutunal dealings with
each other, to govern our actions by the
eternal mealures of right and wrong:—
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firoying them both,

moft mite,

i his motive.

The firlt of thefle will comprehend the du-
ties of his religion ;—the [econd, thofle of
morality , which are fo infeparably con-
i nected together, that you cannot divide
thefe two fables, even in imagination,
(though the attempt is often made in prac-
tice ) without breaking and mutually de-

1 faid the attempt is often made; and

{o it is ;—there being nothing more com-

mon than to fee a man who has no [enfe

at all of religion, and indeed has fo much

honefty asto pretend to none, who would

+ take it as the bitterefi affront, [hould you
but hint at a fulpicion of his moral cha-

racter,— or imagine he was not conlcien-

tioully jult and fcrupulous to the utter-

¢ When there is lome appearance that
8 it is [o,—though one is unwilling even to
i fufpect the appearance of fo amiable a
| virtue as moral honefty , yet were we to
look into the grounds of it, in the prelent
cale, I am perfuaded we [hould find little
reafon to envy fuch a one the honour of

“Let him declaim as pompoufly as he
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choofes upon the [ubject, it will be found
to reft upon no better foundation than
either his intereft, his pride, his eale, or
fome [uch little and changeable pallion as
will give us but [mall dependance upoxn
his actions in matters of great diftrels.

¢« T will illufirate this by an example,

¢ Y know the banker I deal with, or the
phyfician I ufually call in,—" (There is
no need, cried Dr. Slop, (waking) to call
in any phylfician in this cale) —< to be
neither of them men of much religion: I
hear them make a jeft of it every day,
and treat all its functions with fo much
fcorn, as to put the matter paft doubt,
Well ;—notwithfianding this, I put my for-
tune into the hands of the one ;— and what
is dearer fiill to me, I trufi my life to the
honeft fkill of the other.

« Now let me examine what is my rea-
fon for this great confidence—Why, in
the firft place, I believe there is no pro-
bability that either of them will employ
the power I put into their hands to my dif-
advantage ;—I confider that honelfty ferves
the purpofes of this life :—I know their
fuccels in the world depends upon the

Trifiram Shandy, Vol. 11, U
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fairnels of their characters.—In a word,
Tm perfuaded that they cannot hurt me
without hurting themfelves more.

¢“But put it otherwife, namely, that
intereft lay, for once, on the other fide;
that a cale [hould happen wherein the
one, without ftain to his reputation, could
fecrete my fortune, and leave me naked
in the world ;—or that the other could
fend me out of it, and enjoy an efiate by
my death, without difhonour to himfelf
or his art:—In this cale, what hold have
I of either of them ?—Religion, the firong-
eft of all motives, is out of the queftion;
Intereft, the next molt powerful motive
in the world, is Hrongly againfi me:—
What have I left to caft into the oppolite
fcale to balance this temptation ?—Alas!
I have nothing,—nothing but what is
lighter than a bubble—I muft lie at the
mercy of Howour , or fome fuch capricious
principle—Strait fecurity for two of the
moft valuable blellings!—my property and
my/elf,

¢« As, therefore, we can have no depend-
ance upon morality without religion ; —
fo on the other hand, there is nothing
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better to be expected from religion without
morality;—-neverthclel‘s, it is no prodigy
to fee a man whole real moral character
fiands very low, who yet entertains the
higheft notion of himfelf, in the light of
a religious man.

< He lhall not only be covetous, revenge-
ful, implacable,——but even wanting in
points of common honefty ; yet inafmuch
as he talks aloud againft the infidelity of
the age,—is zealous for fome points of
religion ,—goes twice a-day to church,—
attends the facraments ,—and amules him-
felf with a few infirumental parts of re-
ligion,-——fhall cheat his conlcience into a
judgment, that, for this, he is a religious
man, and has dilcharged truly his duty
to God: And you will find that [uch a
man, through force of this delufion, gene-
rally looks down with {piritual pride upon
every other man who has lels affectation
of Piexy,-—-though, perhaps, ten times
more real honefty than himfelf,

« This likewife is a fore evil under the
Jfun; and 1 believe , there is no one mifta-
ken principle, which, for its time , has
wrought more ferious milchiefs.—For a

U2
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general proof of this, examine the hiffory
of the Romiflh church ;”—( Well what can
you make of that? cried Dr. Slop )—<[ee
what [cenes of cruelty, murder, rapine,
blood-fhed ,—( They may thank their own
obftinacy , cried Dr. Slop)—<have all
been [anctified by a religion not frictly
governed by morality.

“In how many kingdoms of the world’’
—(Here Trim kept waving his right-hand
from the [ermon to the extent of his arm,
returning itbackwards and forwards to the
conclufion of the paragraph. )

“In how many kingdoms of the world
has the crulading [word of this milguided
[aint-errant [pared neither age or merit,
or fex or condition? —and, as he fought
under the banners of a religion which fet
him loofe from juftice and humanity, he
(hewed none; mercilelsly trampled upon
both ,—heard neither the cries of the un-
fortunate, nor pitied their difirefles.”

(I have been in many a battle, an’
pleale your Honour, quoth Trim, fighing ,
but never in fo melancholy a one as this.
I would not have drawn a tricker in it
againft thele poor [ouls,—to have been
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made a general officer.—Why ? what do
you underftand of the affair? faid Dr. Slop,
looking towards Trim, with fomething
more of contempt than the Corporal’s ho-
nefi heart deferved.—What do you know ,
friend, about this battle you talk of?—1I
know , replied Trim, that I never refufed
quarter in my life to any man who cried
out for it;—but to a woman or a child ,
continued Trim, before I would level my
mulket at them, I would lofe my life a
thoufand times.—Here’s a crown for thee,
Trim, to drink with Obadiah to-night,
quoth my uncle Toby, and I'll give Oba-
diah another too.—God blels your Honour,
replied Trim,—] had rather thele poor
women and children had it. Thou art an
honeft fellow, quoth my uncle Toby.—~
My father nodded his head ,—as much as
to fay,—and fo he is. :

But prithee, Trim, faid my father,
make an end—for I fee thou haft but a
leaf or two left.

Corporal Trim read on.)

«If the tefimony of paft centuries in this
matter is not [ufficient,—confider at this
infiant, how the votaries of that religion
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are every day thinking to do fervice and
honour to God, by actions which are a
difhonour and [candal to themfelves.
““To be convinced of this, go with me
for a moment into the prifons of the In-
quifition. — (God help my poor brother
Tom!) — ““behold Religion, with Mercy
and Jufiice chained down under her feet 3
— —there fitting ghafily upon a black tri-
bunal, propped up with racks and infiru-"
ments of torment. Hark!—hark! what a
Ppiteous groan !”—( Here Trim’s face turned
as pale as afhes.)—¢ See the melancholy
wretch who uttered it.”—( Here the tears
began to trickle down.)— Juft brought
forth to undergo the anguilh of a mock
trial, and endure the utmof pains that a
findied fyfiem of cruelty has been able to
invent.”—(D—n them all, quoth Trim,
his colour returning into his face as red as
blood.)—¢ Behold this helplels victim de-
livered up to his tormentors ,—his body fo
wafted with forrow and confinement.”—
(Oh! ’tis my brother, cried poor Trim
in a moft pallionate exclamation, dropping
the fermon uponthe ground , and clapping
bis hands together—I fear ’tis poor Tom.
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My father’s and my uncle Toby’s heart
yearned with fympathy for the poor fel-
low’s difirefs; even Slop himfelf acknow-
ledged pity for him.— —Why, Trim, faid
my father, this is not a hiftory—’tis a
fermon thou art reading; prithee begin the
fentence again) — ¢ Behold this helplels
viclim delivered up to his tormentors,—
his body fo wafted with forrow and con-
finement, you will fee every nerve and
muflcle as it [uffers.

« Obferve the laft movement of that hor-
rid engine!”—(I would rather face a can-
non , quoth Trim, ffamping. )—¢ See what
convulfions it has thrown him into !—Con-
fider the nature of the pofture in which he
now lies firetched , — what exquifite tor-
tures he endures by it!”—{I hope ’tis not
in Portugal, )—< Tis all nature can bear!
Good God! fee how it keeps his weary
foul hanging upon his trembling lips!” (I
woald not read another line of it, quoth
Trim , for all this world; — I fear, an’
pleale your Honours, all this is in Por-
tugal, where my poor brother Tomi is. 1
tell thee, Trim, again, quoth my father,
>tis not an hiftorical account,—'tis a de-
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feription.—’Tis only a defcription, honeft
man, quoth Slop, there’s not a word of
truth in it.— That's another fory, replied
my father.—However, as Trim reads it
with [o much concern ,—’tis cruelty to force
him to go on with it.—Give me hold of the
fermon, Trim ,—TI'll finilh it for thee, and
thou may’fi go. I muft ftay and hear it too,
replied Trim, if your Honour will allow
me ;—though I would not read it my/elf for
a Colonel’s pay.— — Poor Trim! quoth
my uncle Toby. My father went on. )— —

¢¢ — —Conlfider the nature of the pofture
in which he now lies firetched, what ex-
quifite torture he endures by it!——"Tis
all nature can bear! Good God! See how
it keeps his weary [oul hanging upon his
trembling lips, — — willing to take its
leave ,— —but not [uffered to depart!— —
Behold the unhappy wretch led back to
his cell!”—(Then, thank God, however,
quoth Trim, they have not killed him.)
— ““See him dragged out of it again to meet
the flames, and the inflults in his laft
agonies , which this principle ,—this prin-
ciple, that there can be religion without
mercy, has prepared for him,”—(Then,
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thank God ,—he is dead, quoth Trim ,—
Le is out of his pain,—and they have
done their worft at him.—O Sirs!—Hold
your peace, Trim, faid my father, going
on with the fermon, left Trim fhould in-
cenle Dr, Slop ,—we (hall never have done
at this rate. )

¢ The fureft way to try the merit of any
di[puled notion is, to trace down the con-
fequences fuch a notion has produced,
and compare them with the [pirit of Chril-
tianity ;— tis the Thort and decifive rule
which our Saviour has left us, for thefle
and fuch-like cafes, and it is worth a thou-
land arguments—By their fruits ye [hall
know them.

« T will add no farther to the length of
this fermon, than by two or three fhort
and independent rules deducible from it,

«Firft, whenever a man talks loudly
againft religion, always fufpect that it is
not his reafon , but his paﬂ'ions which have
got the better of his CreED. A bad life and
a good belief are dilagreeable and trouble-
fome neighbours, and where they [epa-
rate,, depend upon it , 'tis for no other caufe
but quietnefs fake.

Trifiram Shandy. Vol, 11, X
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“Secondly, When a man, thus repte-
fented, tells you in any particular in-
fance ,—That fuch a thing goes againft his
confcience, always believe he means ex-
actly the fame thing, as when he tells
you fuch a thing goes againff his fomach
—a prefent want of appetite being gene-
rally the true caule of both,

<“In aword ,—truft that man in nothing,
who has not a Conscience, in every
thing.

“ And, in your own cale remember this
plain diflinction, a miftake in which has
wnined thoulands ,—that your conlcience is
not a law:—No, God and realon made
the law, and have placed conlcience
within yon to determine ;—not, like an
Afatic Cadi, according to. the ebbs and
flows of his own pallions ,—but like a
Britilh judge in this land of liberty and
good fenfe, who makes no new law, but
faithfully declares thatlaw which he knows,
already written.”

FINISES.
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Thou haft read the fermon extremely
well, Trim, quoth my father.—If he had
fpared his comments, replied Dr. Slop,
— —he would have read it much better.
¥ fhould have read it ten times better, Sir,
anfwered Trim, but that my heart was fo
full.—That was the very reafon, Trim,
replied my father ,, which has made thee
cead the fermon as well as thouhaft done ;
and if the clergy of our church, continued
my father, addrefling himf[elf to Dr. Slop,
would take part in what they deliver as
deeply as this poor fellow has done ,—as
their compofitions are fine;— —(Idenyit,
quoth Dr. Slop)—I maintain it— —that
the eloquence of our pulpits, with fuch
fubjects to enflame it, would be a meodel
for the whole world :—But alas ! continued
my father, and I own it, Sir, with for-
row , that, like French politicians in this
zelpect , what they gainin the cabinetthey
lofe in the field—Twere a pity, quoth
my unole , that this fhould be loft, I like
the lermon well, replied my father ~—~’tis
dramatic—and there is fomething in that
way of writing, when [kilfully managed,
which catches the attention,— = We preach

X e
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much in that way with us, [aid Dr. Slop,
~—1 know that very well, (aid my father,
—but in a tone and manner which difguft-
ed Dr. Slop, full as much as his aflent,
fimply , could have pleafed him.—But in
this, added Dr. Slop, a little piqued,—
our [ermons have greatly the advantage,
that we never introduce any character into
them below a patriarch or a patriarch’s
wife , or a martyr or a faint.—There are
fome very bad characters in this, how-
ever, [aid my father, and I do not think
the fermen a jot the worle for ’em.—But
pray, quoth my uncle Toby ,— —who’s
ean this be?—How could it get into my
Stevinus —A man mufi be as greata con-
jurer as Stevinus, f[aid my father, to re-
folve the lecond quefiion:—The firfi, I
think, is not fo difficult;—for unlefls my
judgment greatly deceives me ,—I know
the author, for it is wrote, certainly, by
the parfon of the parilb.

The fimilitude of the fiyle and manner
of it, with thofe my father confiantly had
heard preached in his parilh-church, was
the ground of his conjecture ,~proving it
as Rrongly, as an argument ¢ priori could
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prove fuch a thing to a philofophic mind,
That it was Yorick’s and no one’s elle:—
It was proved to be fo & pq/ieriori, the
day after, when Yorick fent a fervant to
my uncle Toby’s houfe to inquire after it.

1t feems that Yorick , who was inquifitive
after all kinds of knowledge , had borrow-
ed Stevinus of my uncle Toby, and had
carelefsly popped his fermon, as loon as
he had made it, into the middle of Stevi-
nus ; and by an act of forgetfulnefls,, to which
he was ever [ubject, he had fent Stevinus
home , and his fermon to keep him com-
pany.

Ill-fated fermon! Thou waft loft, after
this recovery of thee, a fecond time, drop-
ped through an unfufpected filure in thy
mafter’s pocket, down into a treacherous
and a tattered lining , trod deep into the
dirt by the left hind-foot of his Rofinante,
inhumanly fiepping upon thee as thou fal-
ledft ;—buried ten days in the mire ,—raifl-
ed up out of it by a beggar,—[old for a
halfpenny to a parifh-clerk ,—transferred to
his parfon ,—loft for ever to thy own, the
remainder of his days,—nor refiored to his
reftlels Manes till this very moment; that
I tell the world the fory.

.
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Can the reader believe, that this fer-
mon of Yorick’s was preached at an aflize,
in the cathedral of York, before a thou-
fand witnelles , ready to give oath of it,
by a certain prebendary of that church,
and actually printed by him when he had
done ,—and within fo fhort a fpace as
two years and three months after Yorick’s
death,—Yorick indeed, was never better
ferved in his life ;—but it was a little hard
to mal-treat him after, and plunder him
after he was laid in his grave.

However, as the gentleman who did it
was in perfect charity with Yorick,—and,
in conlcious jultice, printed but a few co-
pies to give away;—and that I am told
he could moreover have made as good a
one himfelf, had he thought fit,—I declare
I would not have publilhed this anecdote
to the world;—nor do I publilh it with
an intent to hurt his character and advance-
ment in the church;—1I leave that to
others ;—but I find my(elfimpelled by two
reafons, which I cannot withfand.

The firfi is, in doing juftice, I may give
reft to Yorick’s ghoft ;—which ,—as the
country-people, and [ome others believe,
—fRill walks,
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The fecond reafon is, That, by laying
open this Rory to the world, I gain an
opportunity of informing it ,—That in cale
the character of parfon Yorick, and this
fample of his fermons, is liked , —there
are now in the poffellion of the Shandy
family , as many as will make a handfome
volume , at the world’s fervice ,~and much

good may they do it.

CHAP. XVIL

OBADIAH gained the two crowns with-
out difpute; for he came injingling, with
all the infiruments in the green baize bag
we [poke of, [lung acrofs his body, jult
as Corporal Trim went out of the room.

It is now proper, I think, quoth Dr.
Slop, (clearing up his looks) as we are
in a condition to be of fome fervice to
Mrs. Shandy, to fend up Rairs to know
how fhe goes on.

I have ordered, anfwered my father,
the old midwife to come down to us upon
the leaft difficulty ;—for you.muft know,
Dr. Slop, continued my father, with a
perplexed kind of a fmile upon his coun-
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tenance, that by exprels treat:, [olemnly
ratified between me and my wife, you are ‘
no more than an auxiliary in this affair,
—and not fo much as that,—unlels the
lean old mother of a midwife above fairs (
cannot do without you,— Women have
their particular fancies, and in points of
this nature, continued my father, where
they bear the whole burden, and luffer
fo much acute pain for the advantage of
our families, and the good of the fpecies,
—they claim a right of deciding, en Souve-
raines, in whole hands, and in what fa-
[hion, they choole to undergo it.

They are in the right of it,—quoth my
uncle Toby. But, Sir, replied Dr. Slop,
not taking notice of my uncle Toby’s opi-
nion, but turning to my father ,—they had
better govern in other points;— and a
o father of a family, who wilhes fts perpe-

tuity , in my opinion, had better exchange
this prerogative with them, and give up
il fome other rights in lieu of it.—I know
‘ not, quoth my father, anfwering a little
1lE | R too teftily, to be quite difpallionate in
R what he [aid ,—I know not, quoth he,
what we have left to give up, in lieu of
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who (hall bring our children into the world,
unlels that,—of who fhall beget them.—
One would almoft give up any thing, re-
plied Dr. Slop —1I beg your pardon,—
anfwered my uncle Toby.—Sir, replied Dr.
Slop, it would aftonifh you to know what
improvements we have made of late years
in all branches of obfietrical knowledge ,
but particularly in that one fingle point
of the [afe .and expeditious extraction of
the faetu:,—-which has received f[uch
lights, that, for my part (holding up his
hands) I declare 1 wonder how the world
has—I wilh, quoth my uncle Toby , you
had feen what prodigious armies we had
in Flanders.

C H A P. XIX,

I gave dropped the cartain over this
fcene for a minute ,—to remind you of one
thing ,—and to inform you of another.
What I have to inform you, comes, [
own, a little out of its due courfe j—for
it fhould have been told a hundred and
fifty pages ago, but that I forefaw then
it would come in pat hereafter, and be of




Tare LIFE or

more advantage here than elfewhere, —
Writers had need look before them to
“keep up the [pirit and connexion of what
they have in hand.

When thefe two things are done,—the
curtain fhall be drawn up again, and my
uncle Toby , my father and Dr, Slop , fhall
80 on with their difcourfe, without any
more interruption.

Firft, then, the matter which I have to
remind you of, is this;—that from the
{pecimens of fingularity in my father’s
notions in the point of Chriftian-names ,
and that other previous point thereto ,—
you was led, I think into an opinion,
(and I am fure I faid as much) that my
father was a gentleman altogether as odd
and whimfical in fifty other opinions, In
truth there was not a ftage in the life of
man, from the very firlt act of his beget-
ting ,—~down to the lean and flippered
pautaloon in his fecond childifhnels, but
he had fome favourite notion to himfelf,
fpringing out of it, as [ceptical, and as

far out of the high-way of thinking, as
thele two which have been explained.
~Mr. Shandy, my father, Sir, would
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fee nothing in the light in which others
placed it;—he placed things in his own
light;—he would weigh nothing in com-
mon [cales;—no, he was too refined a
refearcher to lie open to o grofs an impo-
fition.—To come at the exact weight of
things in the [cientific fteel-yard, the ful-
crum, he would fay, fhould be almoft
invifible , to avoid all friction from popu-
lar tenets ; — without this, the minutiae
of philofophy, which would always turn
the balance, will have no weight at all.
Knowledge , like matter, he would affirm
was divifible iz infinitum ;—that the grains
and (cruples were as much a part of it,
as the gravitation of the whole world.—
In a word, he would fay, error, was er-
ror ,—no matter where it fell ,~—whether
in a fraction,—or'a pound ,—’twas alike
fatal to truth, and fhe was kept down at
the bottom of her well, as inevitably by
a mifiake in the duft of a butterfly’s wing,
— as in the difk of the fun, the moon,
and all the Rars of heaven put together.

He would often lament that it was for
want of confidering this properly, and of
applyingit [kilfully to civil matters, as well
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as to fpeculative truths, that fo many things
in this world were out of joint ;—that the
political arch was giving way ;—and that
the very foundations of our excellent con-
fitution , ' in church and Rate, were [o
fapped as eflimators had reported.

You cry out, he would fay, we are a
ruined , undone people. Why? he would
alk, making ufe of the forites or fyllogilm
of Zeno and Chryfippus, without knowing
it belonged to them.—Why ? why are we
a ruined people ?—RBecaule we are corrupt-
ed.— Whence is it, dear Sir, that we are
corrupted ? — Becaule we are needy;—
our paverty , and not our wills, confent,
~And wherefore, he would add,— are
we needy ?—From the neglect, he would
anlwer, of our pence and our halfpence :
—Our bank-notes, Sir, our guineas ,—nay
our [hillings take care of themfelves,

"Tis the [ame, he would fay, through-
out the whole circle of the [ciences ;—the
great, the efiablifhed points of them, are
not to be broke in upon.—The laws of
nature will defend themlelves;—but er-
ror—( he would add, looking earnefily at
my mother )—error, Sir, creeps in through
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the minute holes ; and [mall crevices which
human nature leaves unguarded.

This turn of thinking in my father, is
what I had to remind you of :—The point
you are to be informed of, and which
1 have relerved for this place, is as

follows.
Amongft themany and excellent reafons,

with which my father had urged my mother
to accept of Dr. Slop’s afliftance prefembly
to that of the old woman ,—there was one
of a very fingular nature; which, when
be had done arguing the matter with her
as a Chrifilan, and come to argue it over
again with her as a philofopher, he had
put his whole firength to, depending in-
deed upon it as his fheet-anchor.—It fail-
ed him, though from no defect in the
argument itfelf; but that, do what he could,
he was not able for his foul to make hex
comprehend the drift of it.—Curfled luck!
—faid he to himfelf, one afternoon, as
he walked out of the room, after he had
been Rating it for an hour and a half to
her, to no manner of purpq['e;—-curfed
luck! faid he, biting his lip as he (hut
the door ,—for a man to be malier of one
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of the fineft chains of reafloning in nature,
—and have a wife at the [ame time with
fuch a head-piece, that he cannot hang
up a fingle inference within fide of it, to
fave his foul from defruction.

This argument, though it was entirely
loft upon my mother,—had more weight
with him, than all his other arguments
joined together:—I will therefore endea-
vour to do it jufiice ,—and fet it forth with
all the perlpicuity I am mafier of.

My father fet out upon the frength of
thele two fallowing axioms:

Firft, That an ounce of a man’s own
wit, was worth a ton of other people’s;
and, '

Secondly , (Which by the by, was the
ground-work of the firfi axiom ,—though it
comes laft) That every man’s wit muft
¢come from every man’s own foul ,~and
=0 other body’s.

Now, as it was plain to my father,
that all fouls were by nature equal,—
and that the great difference between the
moft acute and the mof obtufe underfiand-
ing ,—was from no original fhar-pnefs or
bluntnels of one thinking [ubflance above
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or below another ,—but arofe merely from
the lucky or unlueky organization of the
body, in that part where the foul prin-
cipally took up her refidence ,—he had
made it the fubject of his inquiry to find
out the indentical place.

Now, from the beft accounts he had been
able to get of this matter, he was [atis.
fied it could not be where Des Cartes had
fixed it, upon the top of the pincal gland
of the brain; which, as he philofophized,
formed a culhion for hex about the fize of
a marrow pea; though , to [peak the truth,
as fo many nerves did terminate all in
that one place ,—it was no bad conjecture;
—and my father had certainly fallen with
that great philofopher plumb into the centre
of the miftake, had it not been for my
uncle Toby, who refcued him out of it,
by a fiory he told him of 2 Walloon of-
Rcer at the battle of Landen, who had
one part of his brain fhot away by a
mulket-ball, and another part of it taken
out after by a French [urgeon; and after
all, recovered, and did his duty very well
without it, : :

If death , faid my father, realoning with
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himfelf, is nothing but the [eparation of
the foul from the body ;—and if it is true
that people can walk about and do their
bufinels without brains,—then certes the
foul does not inhabit there. Q. E. D.

As for that certain, very thin, fubtle
and very fragrant juice which Coglioniffimo
Borri, the great Milaneze phyfician, af-
firms , in a letter to Bartholine, to have dil-
covered in the cellulae of the occipital parts
of the cerebellum, and which he likewile
affirms to be the principal [eat of the rea-
fonable foul, (for, you mufi know, in thefe
Tatter and more enlightened ages , there are
two fouls in every man living ,—the one,
according to the great Metheglingius, being
called the Animus , the other, the Anima 3)
—as for the opinion, I fay of Borri,—
my father could never [ublcribe to it by
any means; the very idea of fo noble, [o
refined , fo immaterial, and fo exalted a
being as the Anima , or even the Animus ,
taking up her refidence, and fitting dab-
bling, like a tad-pole all day long, both
fummer and winter, in a puddle,—or in
a liquid of any kind, how thick or thin
foever, he would fay, fhocked his imagi-
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of nation ; he would [carce give the doctrine

rue a hearing.
eir What, therefore, feemed the leaft liable
the to objections of any, was that the chief

fenforium, or head-quarters of the foul,
tle and to which place all intelligences were
mo referred, and from whence all her man-
af: dates were ifflued ,—was in, or near, the
lif- cerebellum, — — or rather [ome - where
Tts about the medulla oblongata , wherein it
ife | was generally agreed by Dutch anatomifts,
2a - that all the minute nerves from all the
ele organs of the feven fenfes concentered,
aTe like fireets and winding alleys, into a
e, fquare.
ing So far there was nothing fingular in my
£4%) father’s opinion,—he had the beft of phi-
i lolophers, of all ages and climates , to go
by along with him.—But here he took a road
fo ~ of his own, [letting up another Skandear
a hypotheﬁs upon thele corner fiones they
s, had laid for him;—and which faid hypo-
b- ‘1 thefis equally fiood its ground; whether
th the [ubtilty and finenels of the loul depend-
S ed upon the température and clearnefls
in of the faid liquor, or of the finer net-work

oi- Trifiram Shandy. Vol, IL. 36
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and texture in the cerebellum itfelf; which
opinion he favoured.

'He_maintained , that next to the due care
to be taken in the act of propagation of
each individual, which required all the
thought in the world, as it laid the foun-
dation of this incomprehenfible contexture ,
in which wit, memory, fancy, eloquence,
and what is ufually meant by the name
of good natural parts, do confift ;—that
next to this and his Chriftian name, which
were the two original and moft efficacious
caufes of all ;—that the third caule, or
rather what logicians call the Caufz fine
qua non, and without which all that was
done was of no manner of fignificance ,—
was the prelervation of this delicate and
fine-f[pun web, from the havock which
was generally made in it by the violent
somprellion and crufh whick the head was
made to undergo, by the nonfenfical
method of bringing us into the world by
that foremoft.

— —This requires explanation.

My father, who dipped into all kinds
of books, upon looking into Lithopaedus
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Senonenfis de Partu difficili*, publifhed
by Adrianus Smelvgot, had found out,
that the lax and pliable Rate of a child’s
head in parturition, the bones of the cra-
nium having no futures at that time, was
fuch ,—that by force of the woman’s ef-
forts, which, in firong labour-pains, was
equal,, upon an average, to the weight of
470 pounds averdupois acting perpendicu-
larly upon it;—it fo happened, that in
49 inftances out of 50, the faid head was
comprefled and moulded into the [hape of
an oblong conical piece of dough, fuch
as a palfiry-cook generally rolls up in
order to make a pie of.—Good God! cried

% The author is here twice miftaken; for
Lithopaedus {hould be wrote thus, Lithopaedii
Senonenfis Icon. The fecond miftake is, that
this Lithopaedus is not an author, but a drawse
ing of a petrified child. The account of this,
publithed by Athofius 1580. may be feen at
the end of Cordacus’s works in Spachius. M.
Triftram Shandy has been led into this error,
either by {eeing Lithopaedus’s name of {ate in
a catalogue of learned writers in Dr,———,
or by miftaking Lithopaedus for Trinecavellius ,
— ——from the too great fimilitude of the
RAMeES,
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my father, what havock and deftruction
muft this make in the infinitely fine and
tender texture of the cerebellum !—Or if
there is [uch ajuice as Borri pretends ,— —
is it not enough to make the cleareft liquid
in the world both feculent and mothery?

But how great was his apprehenfion,
when he farther underfiood, that this force
acting upon the very vertex of the head,
not only injured the brain itlelf or cere-
brum ,—but that it necellarily [queezed and
propelled the cerebrum towards the cere-
bellum, which was the immediate leat
of the underftanding.— —Angels and Mi-
nifters of grace defend us! cried my fa-
ther,—can any [oul withftand this [hock?
—No wonder the intellectual web is [o
vent and tattered as we [ee it; and that
fo many of our beft heads are no better
than a puzzled [kein of filk—all perples
xity ,—all confufion within-fide.

But when my father read on, and was
let into the fecret, that when a child
was tarned toply-turvy, which was ealy
for an operator to do, and was extract-
ed by the feet ;—that infiead of the ce-
rebrum being propelled towards the cere-
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bellum, the cerebellum , on the contrary,
was propelled fimply towards the cere-
brum, where it could do no manner of
hurt:—By heavens! cried he, the world
is in confpiracy to drive out what little
wit God has given us,—and the profel-

fors of the obfietric art are lified into the -

fame confpiracy.—What is it to me which
end of my fon comes foremoft into the
world, provided all goes right after, and
his cerebellum efcapes uncrufhed?

It is the nature of an hypothefis, when
once a man has conceived it, that it af-
fimilates every thing to itlelf as proper
nourifhment; and, from the firi moment
of your begetting it, it generally grows
the fironger by every thing you fee, hear,
read , or underfiand. This is of great ufe.

When my father was gone with this
about a month, there was [carce a phae-
nomenon of fupidity or of genius, which
he could not readily folve by it;—it ac-
counted for the eldeft fon being the great-
eft blockhead in the family.—Poor devil,
he would (ay ,—he made way for the ca-
pacity of his younger brothers.—It unrid-
dled the obfervations of drivellers and
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monftrous heads, — fhewing a priori, it
could not be otherwife ,— unlels **¥** I
don’t know what. It wonderfully explained
and accounted for the acumen of the Afia-
tic genius and that [prightlier turn, and a
more penetrating intuition of minds, in
warmer climates ; not from the loofe and
common-place folution of a clearer [ky,
and a more perpetual [un-thine, ete.— —
which for anght he knew, might as well
rarify and dilute the faculties of the foul
into nothing, by one extreme,—as they
are condenfed in colder climates by the
other ;—but he traced the affair up to its
fpring-he.’ld;—-fhewed that, in warmer
climates, nature had laid a lighter tax
upon the faireft parts of the creation;—
their plealures more; the neceflity of their
pains lefs, infomuch that the preffure and
refiftance upon the vertex was fo flight,
that the whole organization of the cere-
bellum was preferved ;—nay, he did not
believe, in natural births, that fo much
as a fingle thread of the net-work was
broke or dilplaced ,—[o that the foul might
juft act as fhe liked.

When my father had got fo far,——
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what a blaze of light did the accounts of
the Caeflarian fection, and of the tower-
ing geniufes who had come fafe into the
world by it, caft upon this hypothefis?
Here you [ee, he would lay, there was
no injury done to the (enforium ;—no
preffure of the head againfi the pelvis;
no propulfion of the cerebrum towards
the cerebellum either by the os pubis
on this fide, or the os coxygis on that;
——and pray, what were the happy
confequences ? Why , Sir, your Julius
Caelar, who gave the operation a namej;
—and your Hermes Trifmegifius, whe
was born [o before ever the operation had
a name ;-—your Scipio Africanus; your
Manlius Torquatus ; our Edward the
Sixth ,— —who , had he lived , would have
done the fame honour to the hypothefis:
e —Thefle, and many more who figured
high in the annals of fame, all came fide
away, Sir, into the werld.

The incifion of the abdomen and wterus
ran for fix weeks together in my father’s
head ;—he had read, and was [atisfied,
that wounds in the epigafirium, and thofe
in the matriz , were not mostal ;—fo that
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the belly of the mother might be opened
extremely well to give a pallage to the
child.—He mentioned the thing one after-
noon to my mother ,—merely as a matter
of fact; but [eeing her turn as pale as
alhes at the very mention of it, as much
as the operation flattered his hopes ,—he
thought it as well to fay no more ofit,—
contenting himfelf with admiring ,—what
he thought was to no purpole to propofe.

This was my father M. Shandy’s hypo-
thefis; concerning which I have only to
add, that my brother Bobby did as great
honour to it (whatever he did to the fa-
mily ) as any one of the great heroes we
fpoke of: For happening not only to be
chrifiened, as I told you, but to be born
too, when my father was at Epfom ,—
being moreover my mother’s fir/f child ,—
coming into the world with his head fore-

moft ,—and turning out afterwards a lad

of wonderful [low parts,—my father fpelt
all thele together into his opinion; and as
he had failed at one end ,—he was deter-
mined to try the other.

This was not to be expected from one
of the fifierhood, who are not ealily to
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be put out of their way ,—and was there-
fore one of my father’s great realons in

-favour of a man of [cience, whom he could

better deal with.

Of all men in the world, Dr. Slop was
the fittefi for my father’s purpofe;-—for
though this new invented forceps was the
armour he had proved, and what he main-
tained to be the [afefi infirument of deliver-
ance, yet it feems, he had fcattered a
word or two in his book, in favour of
the very .thing which ran in my father’s
fancy ;—though not with a view to the louls
good in extracting by the feet, as was
my father’s fyfiem ,—but for realons mere-
ly obftetrical.

This will account for the coalition be-
twixt my father and Dr. Slop, in the en-
fuing difcourfe, which went a little hard
againft my uncle Toby.—In what manner
a plain man, with nothing but common
fenfle, could bear up againfi two fuch al<
lies in [cience ,—is hard to conceive,—
You may conjecture upon it, if you pleale,
—and whilft your imagination is in motion,
you may encourage it to go on, and dif-
gover by what caules and effects in nature

Trifiram Shandy. Vel, 11, Z
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it could come to pals, that my uncle To-
by got his modefty by the wound he re-
ceived upon his groin.—You may raile a
fyfiem to account for the lofs of my nofe
by marriage-articles ,—and (hew the world
how it could happen, that I fhould have
the misfortune to be called TR1sTR A M,
in oppofition to my father’s hypothelis,
and the wilh of the whole family, God-
fathers and God-mothers not excepted.—
Thefe, with fifty other points left yet un-
ravelled, you may endeavour to folve if
you have time ;—but I tell you beforehand
it will be in vain, for not the fage Al-
quife, the magician in Don Belianis of
Greece , nor the no lefs famous Urganda,
the forcerels his wife, (were they alive)
could pretend to come within a league of
the truth.

The reader will be content to wait for
a full explanation of thefe matters till the
next year,—when a feries of things will
be laid open which he little expects.

End of the fecond Velume.
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