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ADDRESss to the PO O R.

22| EIN G defired ‘to diftribute
a- Legagy of One hundred
3 Pounds * among(t the Poor
< of my Parifh, I took that
_tavourable opportunity of calling them
together, in order to impart to them
fome, proper Inftruttions ; which, as
they were well received, I have made
‘public. (with fome additions) for their
conftant ufe, and alfo for the fervice
and comfort of the Poor in general ;
hoping that this Treatife may come into
the hands. of feveral of, them; by the
kind -affiftance of thofe, who perform
the duty of Chriftian Charity in its fuil
extent, or are concerned for the welfare
A3 of

* Left by 7. Okeover, Efg; lately d- ceafed.




iv PRERAEEE or;

of the fouls, as well as bodies of the

Poor ; amonglt whom will be found

many, whofe {piritual wants are as great

as their bodily neceffities ; and more’
particularly amongft fuch of them as

forget to affemble themfelves together for |
public Worfhip; which ‘negle€t*makes ¢
this kind of application more neceflary.

Others, though not reduced to Poverty,

may receive fome advantage from the

Directions here offered; and many of

the obfervations from Scripture, which

declare G on’s Goodnefs to the Poor, do

alfo’ remind thofe of ‘their‘duty, who'
have it in their power fo do good.

At atime when Religion is too much
neglected by feveral, amongft a// degrees
of men, T fhould be glad if my weak
endeavours might be of any fervice in
promoting it amongft the lower rank of
my Chriftian Brethren, and thereby ad-
vancing their eternal well-being.

The defign of the enfuing difcourfe
is, to keep your minds from being too
much deprefled by your prefent low
condition, fo as to forget Gop’s Good-
nefs and Love to you, and the great

Privi-
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ADDRESS To e POOR., v

Privileges you are entitled to by the
Gofpel ; to put you in mind of the dig-
nity of your nature; that your Souls
were created in the Image and Simili-
tude of Gop ;. and that he hath pro-
mifed to ecrown you, as well as others,
with eternal Glory and Honour, if ye are

- careful to ferve and pleafe him. And

I hope the Advice here given may be
found to be @ word in [eafon to bim that
is weary, Ifai. 1. 4. or tend to promote
your prefent peace and confolation ;
which can be founded on nothing elfe
but a true belief of the Gofpel, and a
fuitable practice. And though the Lorp
give you, for a thort time, the bread of
adverfity, and water of affliction, Ifaiah
XxX. 20. yet the profpeét and well-
grounded hopes of an everlafting Jnbe-
ritance in Heaven, will make your paf-
fage through this world much more to-
lerable and eafy, than otherwife it would
be. AsI have mentioned feveral things
for your comfort and encouragement,
fo neither have I omitted to put you
in mind of the neceflity of doing your
duty ; giving you a caution againft fome
fins your condition makes you more li-

A 3 able




vi PR'E F'A 'CE,#&%.)
able to. I have endeavoured to ex-
prefs myfelfin a plain manner, to make
the Adyvice more ufeful ; and quoted
feveral paffages from Scripture fuitable |
to the Subjet; that you may Be the
more fenfible how gredtly the Wordof |
Gop tends to your comfort; and be |
invited' thereby to be diligent in ac-
quainting yourfelves with it. :

bl I D R e
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PsavLm Ixviii. 100

Thowy Q-G O D, haft prepared of thy good-
* nefs for ihe Poor.

e =se | O D’s goodnefs to the children of
"’x;; N¥l men is abun/d.antly-cvident from
Gl the general, and conftant expe~
VTt rience,  which they have of it :
‘ to this are owing all the bleflings
: ‘they enjoy, and it is this per=
fe&ion which renders Gop the object of our
love, our praife, and adoration.  The" holy
Scriptures have declared this important truth
o us in the cleareft terms ; The carth (we are
aflured) 7s full of the goodnefs of the Lord,
Pfal. xxxiii. 5. He 75 good to ally and his ten-
der mercies are over all bis worksy Pfal. exlv. g,
His goodnefs endureth continually, Pfal. lii. 1.
He daily ladeth ‘us with his benefits,  Pfal.
Ixviil. 19.—God. is love, fays St Fohn, 1 Epift,
iv. 8.—*#0'do good (which is the neceflary con-
fequence of love) muft therefore be eflential:
to his nature: and as there can-be no defeét

- Az in




8 Infiruttions for the PooRr..

in-the fupreme Being, our reafon will inform
us, thit Gop muft be poflefled of this valu-
able excellency in the higheft degree, or be
infinite in goodnefs. He created the world,
aot fo much to difplay his power, asto ma-
nifeft his goodnefs ; the communicating hap-
pinefs to his creatures, feems to have been the

moving caufe to this great work ; fo that they _

were a/l originally defigned to partake of his
divine goodnefs, though in different degrees;
and the author of the book of #ifdom argues
very juftly, when he fays,— Thou, O Lord,
loveft all things that are, and abborreft nothing
that thou baft made ; for never wouldft thou
have made dny thing, if thou badft hated ity
chap. xi. 24.

Nay, Gop is kind to the unthankful, and
20 the evily Luke vi. 35. he maketh bis fun to
rife on the evil, and on the good, Matt. v. 45.
fo that the wicked, who are his enemies, do
yet partake in many inftances of the over-
flowings of his bounty.—But my defign leads
me to fpeak more particularly of his loving-
kindnefs to the Poor,— He hath prepared of
bis gosdnefs for the Poor ; which words, tho’
they relate to the extraordinary care which
Gob took of the fraclites, when they tra-

v

velled through the barren wildernefs, may °

neverthelefs be underftood in a general fenfe,
and be applied to the cafe of the Peor at all
times,  And as fome of them, by reafon of
their diftrefled condition, may perhaps call ;n
quef~
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- Inflruttions for the PooR. 9

queftion G o p’s general goodnefs 5 and by
this means become uneafy in their minds, or
lefs careful in their duty, and be led to mur-
mur and repine, as thinking: themfelves over-
looked by divine providence’; I fhall in my
following difcourfe,

+  Firft, Shew. the certainty of God's goodnefs
to the Poor, as it relates both to this life
and the next ; and offer fome argumients
for their prefent comfort.

Secondly, Obferve how much it is their
duty and intereft to ferve and pleafe
Gop; and how dangerous a thing it
will be to be guilty of a negleét in this
great affair.

Firft then, concerning Gon’s goodnefs, or
love to the Poor in this life. As an evident
manifeftation of this truth, I fhall mention a
few of the many exprefs declarations in Scrip-
ture to. this purpofe ; we find that Gop hath
there fkrillly enjoined the duty of Charity (ot

\ doing good) upon all who have it in their
power, and enforced it by many- inviting pro-
mifes, and fevere threatnings.

As the Poor fhall never ceafe out of the
land, therefore I command thee, Jaith:the Lord,
that thou fhalt apen thy hand wide unto thy bra-
thery to thy.poor, and ta thy needy in the land;
thou thalg furely give him, ‘and thy heart fall

A5 not




ro Inftiulions for the Poori-

not be grieved, Deut. xv. 7, &, Lev. xxv. 355/
&G ¢, — WWithhold not good, fays King Solomon,

Srom them to-whom it is due, when'it is.inthe

power of thyhand to-do-it; Prov. iii. 27.
Hence we feey that doing good, is not a mat-

ter of indifferency ; or a pure act of  genero-

fity, which perfons may chufe whether they

will perform, or no ;—but by the law of Gon
it is-made a debt ;- which -thofe who are able,

muft carefully difcharge, and-they are to look

out for proper-obje&sto-whom it is:moft due,

{0 that a wilful neglet of this duty becomes

a piece of injuftice:—and the Rich are upon

this account to be confidered as:Gop’s few-

ards, and the more they are entrufted with,

the more they have to be accountable for.

Charity, or a due regard for the Poor, is
made a neceflary and ‘effential ‘duty of the
gofpel.  Charge them that are vich in this
world (fays St Paul) that they do good, that
they be rich in good works, ready to diffribute,
willing t5 communicatey laying-up for themfelves
‘a good foundation egainft the time to- come,
1 Tim vil v7,18. 20 do good, and to commu=
nicate, forget noty for with Suchifacrifices God
is well pleafed, Heb. xiii. 16.—And this duty
is made the proper trial of our love of Gop,
—avhofo' hath this: world’s good, and feeth his
brother bave need, and-fbutteth- up his bowels
of compaffion from him, bow dwelleth the love
of God #n him? 1 John iii. 17.-—But there
is no argument of fo great weight to enfqr}:_e
3578
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- Infiructions for the PooRr. ri

this duty, and let the Poor fec how great a
regard Gop has for them; as ferioufly to
confider, that our Saviour hath made . the
Poor his reprefentatives ; or acknowledges
what is given to them, as given to himfelf,—
I was an hungred, (fays he to the charitable)*
and ye gave me meat 5 1 was thir/ly, and ye gave
me drinky naked,-and ye cloathed.me : declar-
ing, that inafmuch as they had done 1t unto
one of the leaf? of his brethren in diftrefs, they
had done it to himfelf;, Matt. xxv. 35, &e..
And that the condition of the Poor might not.
be carelefly overlooked, he encourages per--
fons to aéts of charity-with the promifes of
eternal life; but denounces everlafting pu--
nifhment againft the uncharitable.

2. Gon’s- goodnefs to the Poor evidently
appears by the promife of feveral temporald
bleflings to thofe that do good.. He that hath-
pity on the poor, lendeth: unto the -Lord; and:
that - which be hath given, will he pay hint
againy Prov..xix. 17.. Gop is pleafed to de-
clare, that: hes ftands-accountable for that
which -is -beftowed- upon - the' Poor;:{o that.
perfons by this means make, as it were, Gop~
himfelf their' debter;- they lend their money:
to the greateft advantage, and higheft inte--
reft'; as-they have the promifes of #his life,., -
befides a full affurance of ‘being rewarded with
eternal 'good things in heaven. Gop hath
promifed to blefs-the chatitable in all' their
works, and.in.all. they put their hand ‘anto,
4 euti.




L 12 Infrutions for the Poor. -

Deut. xv. 10.—Tle liberal foul fhall be made

fat, Prov. xi, 25. —-He that giveth unto the.. G
paor jfball not lack, Prov. xxviil. 27.----Give, = the
fays: our Saviour, and it fhall be given unto = th
you, Luke vi, 38. Riches are reprefented by = ha
King Solemon, as making themfelves wings,  no
and flying away from the pofleflors of them,. & (v
Prov. xxiii. 5. now by works of charity they | of
may obtain of Gon what we may properly | ag
call a beavenly infurance; it is the beft way. he
they can take tofecure the pofiefion for them-' = s
fclves, and perpetuate it to their pofferity. W,
King David had never met with an inftance,
where the righteous was for[aken, -or his feed
begging. their bread; he is ever mercifid and. . lo
lendeth, and his. feed is bleffed, Pfal. xxxvii, m
25, 26. (by the righteous in this and many = hi
other places of Scripture, is particularly meant =tk
the charitable and merciful).

Many other bleflings are promifed, in or- /4
der to invite perfons to do good ; as kealth and . A
3 profperity to {uch as deal their bread to the 1k
hungry, cover the naked with a garment, and @
Satisfy the afficted foul, Wa, Wiii. 7, &¢. Blef~\ F
Jed is be that confidereth the poor, the Lord = ¢
will deliver bim in the time of trouble, comfort Vi
bim upan .he bed of languifbing, and make all X
ks bed in bis ficknefs, Pla, xli. 1, &e. thus
vill he find fupport, when he has the moft &
cccafién for it ;-and the bleffing of him that P
was ready to perifb {hall come upon him, - Job P
AXiXe L3e th
From.
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Inftruttions for the Poor. 13

From what has been obferved, we fee, that
Gop has committed the Poor to the care of
thofe who have more plenty of worldly good
things. And if at any time they fuffer great
hardfhips by reafon of their poverty; this is
not to be imputed to want of gaodnefs in Gop,
(who has provided enough to fatisty the defire
of every living thing :) but the complaint lies
againtt his flewards, who wrongfully ‘with-
hold what is duc to others; or forget to com~
municate-out. of -their abundance to' thofe,
whom providence has charged upon them.

3. Gop has manifefted his goodnefs, or
love to the Poor, by the many gracious pro-
mifes which he has exprefsly made to them in
his holy word; and by the feveral benefits
they receive at his hands,

The Seripture reprefents Gop as the de-
liverer of the poor and needy, and him that
hath o belper, Plal. Ixxii. 12. a'flrength to
them in their difirefs, a refuge from the florm,
a fhadow from the heat, 1fa. xxv. 4. As a
Father of the fatherlefs, Pla). Ixviii. 5. A4
comforter of thife that are ¢aft dowpn, 2z Cor,
vii. 6.—as caring for-the poor and needy, Pfal.
xL 17, bearing their defire, Plal. x 17. and
Standing at their, right band to fave them, Pfal,
Cix. 3. filling the hungry foul with goodnefs,
Plal. cvii. g. and fatisfying the paor with bread,
Pfal. exxxii. 15.—And the better to preferve
the Poor from contempt and violence, we are

told,




vy Inftiustions for the Poo®. -
told, that he wha oppreflethy or mocketh the = ar
e poory reproacheth bis- maker, Prov. xiv..31. by
xvii. 5. or affronts Go p,- who hath promif— b
ed to take the Poor under his divine protec~
tion.—And their complaints under opprefion’  in
thall enter into the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth,
James v. 4.—he will hear their cry, and will |
help them ; and he has threatned to vifit: with | P
his judgements thofe, who-opprefs the hireling = S
in bis wagesy the iwidow, andthe fatherlefsy i
Mal. iiiv 5.—Thefe, and many other paflages =~ b
of the like nature, may give fufficient aflur- 4
ance to the Poor, that Gop is their power- = 't}
hi
w
12
Ci
t
b
le

-

ful friend and protector, their kind benefadtor
and.gracious father. .

< Tthey partake alfo of many real bleflingsin
common with others: as Gob of his good-
nefs created all things, fo does he ftill uphold,
or preferve them, by the word of bis power,
Heb.:i. 3..in him we o/l live, -and movey and  p
bave our being, A&s xvii. 28. Itishe who giv-  p
7 eth rain from. heaven, and fruitful feafonsy = -
thereby . filling our bearts-with gladnefs, Alts™ t«
xiv..17. and crowneth the year with his good- . €
nefs, Plal.lxv. 11.—of ‘his bounty in thefe re- =
fpeés the Poor are partakers-as well as others. =
~--Thus then your creation, prefervation, and =
neceffary fupplies of your lives, are owing to.
the goodnefs of the Lord ; and: though you
have not plenty of all things to enjoy, yet, 1
through the divine love, you have generally
Jfood to caty and.reiment to put on; and there
are:. &

¢ &
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. Infpruitions for the Poor: 15
are none in fo low, and miferable a condition;
but have. reafon ‘to look upon Gop as their
benefa&or, for feveral good things they con~
ftantly receive' at his hands; and for preferv-
ing them from various.dangers and calamities.

4: Gop has fhewed. his goodnefs to- the
Poor, not only by his pofitive commands in
Scripture, but alfo by forming human nature
in'{uch: a-manner,“as to difpofe it to contri-
bute to their-relief.~~~Benevolence.and compa/-
fion feem evidently  the. natural offspring of
the human -mindy whereby it is inclined  to
have regard to, and in fome meafure feel
what happens to- the afflicted ; taking a fecret
fatisfaltion in leflening their misfortunes, and
contributing’to their happinefs. -And this vir-
tue will* thine forth in the foul, unlefsit be
blinded by felf-intereft, funk by grofs indo-
lence, or corrupted by vicious habits.---The
pleafure which naturally attends doing good,was
providentially defigned to excite perfons to it ;
~--and there can fcarce .be:any greater delight
to a reafonable mind, than-{as .a pious author
exprefles *it) < To.enter into a family as an
s angel of peace, and toleave thofe in aéts
“¢ of praife and thankfulnefs, whom we found
¢ plunged in- mourning and defolation.””

The ‘charitable- mufts be.confidered as in-
firuments .in G op’s-hand for difpenfing his
favours,

_ ¥ 'MrNxrson in his Addrefs 1o Perfons-of Quality end
&*rtune, Page_ 248,




16 Infruftions for the POoOR. .

favours, and bounty to the Poor, He worketh
in them baoth to will and to.do of his good plea=
Jare ; and difpofes them to gosd works: {o
that the Poor have often been relieved by the
unexpeéied bounty of perfons, whom Gon
by his divine influence has excited to fuch
charitable a&ions. ' And it muft be acknow~-
ledged in favour of the prefent age, that many
are inclined to do good, or are ready to diftri-
bute to the neceffity of their poor diftrefled bre+
thren;. as is evident, not only by the feveral
charitable benefaétions:of ‘a private. nature,
but alfo by that prevailing difpofition of éres? =
ing Charity Schools, and public Hofpitals; by
which means, proper care is taken both'of the
fouls and bodies of the Poor.  'This. muft: be
a comfortable réfleCtion to perfons in diftrefs,
to confider, that they:are not only objeéts of
the divine care, but have alfo the compaflio-
nate regard and afliftance of man on their
fide ; and that there are great numbers, who
are both able and willing to relieve them, and
make it their ftudy to find out the moft pro-
per and effectual ways:of doing iiti---And this
employment is-nof only a neceifary ;but a very
ornamental -part of the Chriftian life;-—they
who do good to thefe from whom they hope
Jfor nothing again, are entitled to the honour
of being children of the higheff, Luke vi. 35.
~=-and Fob thined in no part of his chara&ter
with more luftre, than when he is reprefented
as a father tothe poory as eyes to the blind, and
" feet ta the lame, and caufing the widow's beart
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Infiruttions for the Poor. 1%
to fing for joys chap. xxix. 12, & xxXi.
16, &c.

As a farther comfort to the Poor, we may
juft take notice, that fuch provifion is now
made for them all by public Authority, that
no one amongft us can perith for want of ne-

, ceffaries, or need be tempted to ufe unlawful
means to {upply their wants: they have the
laws of man on their fide, concurring with the
laws of Go p.==--But this provifion is not to
fet bounds to our charity; they who areable
muft extend it further, and bring in their fiee=
will offerings : proper objedls for the exercife
of this virtue are numerous, not only publi¢
ones; but feveral upon enquiry may be found,
who mourn in private, and ave affficted ; whom
the charitable Chriftian will make it his bufi-
nefs to find out, and his pleafure to relieve.

Having now- confidered fome few of the
many “ways' by which Gop of his gasdnefs
provides: for ‘the bodily fupport of the: Poor.
1 fhall proceed to-mention fome of the fpiris
tual good things which belong to them. "

12, In regard to your Souls--~They were,
breathed into you by the fame Almighty Pow-
ery that formed the [pirits of the great and
mighty 5 and are in their own nature as nearly
related to Gonp, equally valuable, equally
immortal. And Jefus Chrift, the Captain of
our Salvation, who is na refpecier of perfinsy

hath
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hath given himfelf a ranfom for all, v Timi £
ii. 6 Thus there is no difference betwixt jf
one perfon and another, in their great and ke
ehief interefts: - The way toheaven isasfree #
and.open to you as to others;;-and the mans ™
fions prepared for you there!(if-you love Gon
and keep his: Commandments).will be equally ap
bright and glorious.. , Anu
rfor
2dlyy. Gop has.thewed his: good-will in a is
particular manner to- you, by declaring, that ¢y;
e bath: chofen the: Poor of this werld, rich in are
Jaithy and. beirs of ‘the kingdom. of heaven; ca
James ii. 5.~ And the Poor are exprefsly 2/,
mentioned, as having the gofpel preached unts gio
them, Matt. xi. 5. as was foretold by the Pro- ral
phet ;. The Poor among i men fball rejoice ined
the:boly: Gne: of Ifrael;. Hai. xxix 19.~-=Thus G
you fee,; that one great defign of. our: Savirver
our’s coming into the world, was to declar¢pjoi
to the Poor the glad tidings. of falvation, andliev
make them partakers of the divinefavours.—/
Bleffed, fays he, be ye:Poor, for: yours isthicer
kingdom of God; Luke vi. 20.---And theirlowas
and humble condition, ' particularly difpofedoter
them to embrace the gofpel, and become fub-the;
Jeés of Gop’sipiritual kingdom.: t}lve
1 cloa
As it was accounted a great blefling to thilii.
Poor in our Saviouris-time, to have the gofpe -
preached unto them'; I may juft oblerve, th_al - 43
this blefling, by the goodnefs of G on, is.ilferv
continued to. you in. this nation, where thithat
gofpe~



Infivullions for the Poor. 19

ims gofpel is preached in truth and purity: And
vixt jf any have net the knowledge of God, it wilk
and be 1o their fhame,~--as all may know the Lord,
free Jfrom theleaft to the greatefty Heb. viii. 11.
s
30D, 34ly, The fpiritual-improvement of the Poon
1ally among us, is very much advanced by the great
ynumber of Charity Schools, pioufly defigned
for i aparting nowledge to their fouls; which
in ais freely offered them, without money and
that svithout price.—By this means,. we hope, there
ch i1 are in ‘moft families of the Poor, perfons who:
jwen can read the holy Seriptures, and other Theq~
efsly 2ifes publifhed to promote Virtue and Reli-
unti gion 3 which, by the kind afliftance of feve-
Pro<al charitable and worthy perfons, diftinguifh~
ce-ined by the title of; The Seciety for promoting:
ThusChriftian: Knowledge, may be purchafed at a:
Savirvery™ fmall expence ; thereby to encourage’
clarépious. Chriftians to give them away, and re-:
, andlieve the fpiritual wants of their poor brethren.
ours=—And chriftian. charity teaches us to be con-:
isthicerned for their everlafting happinefs (which
r-lowas much exceeds their. temporal welfare, as-
pofeleternity does: time)'to give our affiftance, that
c fubthey may be fed with the-bread of life; be
covered  with the robe of righteoufnefs ; and
cloathed with the garment of falvation, Ifaial
to thixi. 1o; . 3
ofpt -
2, thi~ 4thly, It:may not be improper here to ob-
is filferve, ‘that as by our Laws provifion is made
re thithat the Poor fhall not perifh through extreme
gofpes Want ;,
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Want ; fo alfo by this Method of Charity,
they are like to receive much benefit in their
religious  affairs, by being reftrained from 218
wandering about. This will prevent feveral the
temptations to wickednefs, which they would
meet with in that way of life: They ate by
this. .means alfo kept under the infpection. of 80¢
their proper Teachers, and come more fres{ ™
quently to the publick worfhip of Go . —; kna
"This helps to prevent that grofs ignorance in /7"
Religion,which too frequently prevailsamongft 89
thofe, . who are brought up from their Infancy Y‘ﬁ
with the trade of Begging, (a mannerof life '
which ‘there is now. no-neceflity to make a D
common praice of) and by which they be- the
come, I fear, too often, as ignorant and 2%
wicked as they are poor and naked: §o.that; W°
as the Pfalmift exprefles it, they are in-danger %’
of being effranged from the womb, of going wh
aflray as foon as they are borny and. fpeaking de;
lies, Pfal, lviii. 3. They have learned indeed cle
the name of Gop, and CHRr1sT, in order to' 'M
move compaflion in thofe they apply to for U0
relief 3 but it is to be feared, that many of his
them know as little of the true nature of thel °Y
Chriftian Religion, or our Saviour’s defign in* ™"
coming into the world, as if they did not live, NI
under the /ight of the gofpel.—That method the
then of providing for the Poor, which helps M
to advance their everlafting, as well as pre- ©
fent welfare, muft be looked upon as a well- 1
defigned - charitys a great happinefs-and ad- fiic

vantage to them, go
1 the
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heiy 1 fhall now proceed to offer fome farther
rom arguments for the‘comfort of the Pogr under
eral their prefent circumftances.
bul
:b; Firf?, You muft confider, that Poversy
. of and Riches are no certain marks either of
frest Gob’s'favour or difpleafures: fo that no man
. knoweth either love or‘batred by all that is be<
- in fore him; Eccl. ix. 9, or, Gonp’s love to' the
hoft good, and hatred'to the ‘evil, are not always'
ney Vifible and evident by what happens to them
life, in 'this life. = T'his ‘is ‘plain from the cafe of
e a Divesand Lazarus, mentioned in the gofpel <
be- the one, though forgetful of his duty, had yet
and 2 very large fhare of the good ‘things ‘of this
hat, world; the other, though religious, had his
\ger evil things, or a weight of human mifery,
ing. Which very few experience in fo extreme a
e degree.  But this myftery of Providence ‘is
ced Cleared, up by the fudden change which Dedth
r to, !mmediately made in their refpective condi-
for tions.  "The ‘poor man is fet quite free from
; of his pain and poverty, and his foul conveyed
the by Angels into a place of joy and happinefs ;;
3 inf‘w'hllﬂ:, on the other hand, the rich man finds
live. himfelf confined in a place of torment, where’
hod. the remembrance of his former enjoyments
elps muft be an addition to his mifery.—The blef-
ore- fed change of Lazarus’s condition, may be'a
ell- fl}ﬂicient comfort to perfons in a poor and af-
ads flied ftate; by affuring them, that if they
80 on in the paths of Virtue and Religion,
1 they fhall by no means lofe their reward ;—
the
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the expeclation of the Poor, fhall not perifh for | ha
ever, Phal. ix. 18, but Gop will provide fome. | €a
better things for them —and comfort them far. | Jbu
the years wherein they have fuffered adver/ity. H
—Theugh they now live in_ want.and obfcu- ha
rity, little known -or regarded, yet the time, | OV
is fhortly coming, when it will appear to thofe, | fir
who made 7o account of them, that they are {uf
uumbered among f the children of  Gody and rbe.
their lot is amongft the faints, Wifd. v. 5. T ;hf
| 1er
Secondly, That Gop has fuffered his faith- l ble
ful fervants to be frequently tried, by diftrefs | ed,
and afflictions in this world, is very evident |
from many remarkable examples recorded in |
Scripture ; we read of feveral righteous per- inf
fons, who had trials of bonds, and imprifon-, | for
ments 5 were floned, were [awn afunder 5 whe | OF
wandered about in defarts and mountains, being, | tha
deftitute, afflicted, tormented, Heb. xi. 36.— 109
What a variety of fufferings did St Pau/ un- | /4
dergo! He . was frequently, as he tells us, |
in wearinefs and painfulnefs, in bunger and | - ]
thirf}, in cold and nakednefs, 2 Cor. xi. 27.—= [°f |
But above all, I fhould mention. the great For
Captain of our Salvation, our bleffed Saviour | %N
himfelf, who was a man of forrow, and ac- |* fc
quainted with grief: And though the wor/d [Pl
was bis, and the fulnefs thereof; yet whillt |1
on earth, be had not where to lay bis bead, ‘hab
Matt. viii. 20.—But to the comfort of all *nd
faithful Chriftians, be bath overcome the world ; [°C€
fo that even under its afflitions they may Pro
have
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r \ have peace, John xvi. 33.—If they take his
e | ealy yoke upon them, and /learn of ‘him, they
v | fball find reft aunto their Souls, Matt, xi. s
.. | He came to teach mankind in general to be
- | happy, by fuch .a way as every one hasin his
e | ewn power, if he will follow the divine in-
e | ftru&ionsof his mafter. Tho’ petfons are under
e glufferings, yet if Gop givethem ftrength to
d rbear them; and afford fufficient comfort under
them, they cannot. properly be faid't6 be mi<
ferable.~T'hus St Paul declares, 'we are trou-
- | bled on every. fide, but not-diftrsffed ; perplex-
(s | ey but not in defpair, 2 Cor. iv. 8.

It does not by any means follow, from the
- | inftances above mientioned; that it is neceflary
- | for every good | Chriftian to profefs Poverty,
o | orbe in affli&ion :—But we learn from thence,

' that perfons .in-fuch a condition, are not to
- |look upon themfelves.as forfaken of God, or
_ | faint in the day of adverfity, Prov. xxiv. 10,

7| If indecd in this Life only we had hopes
- | of happinefs, there might then be more room
t g<or complaint: But this Life s only to be
» | confidered as a place of - trial and probation 3
- 1a {chool, totrain us up for a future and more
4 |pexfedt ftate; a nurfery, from which we are
t 'to be removed in a fhort time to everlafting
/. (habitations ; a ftation, where we are juft built,
il 'r“—nd fitted up, to be launched into the immenfe
; [%cean of eternity. —In whatever condition
y [Frovidence has placed us, we are to perform’
el our

:
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our part with care and diligence; and the { ¢
greater trials or difficulties any perfons un- | 1
dergo, if they acquit themfelves like men, an_d t
hold faft their integrity, the more glorious will | ¢
be the vittory, and the greater their reward. | p
Thus the 1kill of the Pilot is moft evidentin | ¢
a ftorm, and the conrage of a ‘Soldier in the t fl
field of battle, . Bleffed is the man that endur-rg-.j
eth temptation, for when ke is tried (or ap</| t
proved byitrial)l he fhall | receive a-crown of | P
life, James i. 12.—Virtue fo approved, will | o
yield a prefent fatisfaction, as it:has turned X
the difficulties of this lifé into fo many tri- | i1
umphs. i 7

Thirdly, Though Gon isinfinitely good, | a
yet as this. life - was chiefly defigned for a ftate: | D
of difcipline, it does not therefore admit of |t
perfect happinefs: Correfiions, or fufferings, | t
may in feveral cafes be inftances of Gon’s| p
love, fent either to reform the Vices, or prove | m
and advance the Virtues of men; fo that his | <
real kindnefs to them here, fhews itfelf by or- | ir
dering things in fuch 2 manner, as may beft |t
conduce to their eternal happinefs hereaft’er.‘( P

~Heaven is that Ref and Inberitance, which

Go p hath prepared for them that love him ;| i
the only place where we are to expet fulnefs| W
of joys-and partake of the abfolute gosdnefs of| W
Gop in a complete degree. i ¥

i «

Perfons who are travelling to take pofieffion | p
of an inheritance, which will afford them a| ./
plenti-/
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plentiful provifion for their “whole /lives, will
not be very uneafy at the indifferent enter-
tainment, which they meet with on the road,
or the unpleafantnefs of the country ‘they
pafs through, knowing that the prefent in-
conveniencies will foon ‘be over: Nor will
they for fome thort gratifications in their

.journey, make over their title, -or forfeit

their right to the good things they are in
purfuit. of ; ‘and become as Efau, who for
one morfel of meat fold his Birthright, Heb.
xii. 16.—In like manner we are reprefented
in {cripture, as flrangers, pilgrims, and fo-
journers on earth; as having no continuing
city here, but travelling to take poflefion of
a  heavenly : country, - everlafting habiiations.
Now the full aflurance given in' Gobn’s word
to all good Chriftians, of a glorious inheri-
tance in heaven, may make them . bear with
patience the prefent difficulties which they
may meet with in their paflage thither; and
comfort themfelves with the hopes of that
infinite -amends, which will foon be made
them. By confidering that they. are not now
properly at home, they will learn’ not to be
too anxious about laying up grea; and laft-
ing ftores for the fhort journey of this life,
which they can have no occafion for; nor
will they fet their hearts fo_ much upon tem-
poral good things, as to 'be unmindful of fe-
curing ¢ternal enjoyments 3 and under any
prefent evils, or calamities, they will remain
Seadfaft-and unmaveable. in. theif gutysal-

B ' ‘ways
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ways abounding in the work of the Lord,
forafmuch as they know, that their labour
Jhall not be in wvain in the Lord, 1 Cor,
xv, 58,

Fourthly, This world has not improperly
been compared to a Stage, or Theatre *,
where mankind have their feveral parts al-
loted them by divine Providence: So that
it is not the ftation they are placed in, orthe
part given them to alt, that will gain them
the ¢ffeem of Gob ; buta commendable man-
ner of performing it; or a proper behaviour,
and fuitable condu¢t in that chara@er they
bear, whether it be a high or low one, — As
foon as Death clofes the fcene, and the fa-
Jhion of this world is paffed away, every one
will be rewarded according to his refpedive
behaviour. Thus we find the poor defpifed

>

Lazarus (whofe departure, in the [ight of the

A\

unwife might be taken for mifery, Wifd. iii. |

2.) by behaving himfelf fitly in the low con- |

dition he was placed in, gained the divine

approbation, and was immediately advanced |

to heavenly enjoyments; - and being a /ittle
chajtifed, he was foon greatly rewarded; for
God proved himy and found him worthy for
bhimfelf, ver. 5. Whilft on the other hand,

the Rich.man, (though perhaps much ad- |

mired by the common fpeétators, who are
ftruck with outward pomp and fhew) yet be-

ing

# ¥id. Epicet, cap, 23. cum Simplic, Comment,
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ing defective in fupporting his proper cha-
raéter, fell under everlafting difgrace, and
was caft into a place of torment. — This re-
prefentation of life, lets us fee how little rea-
fon mankind have to value themfelves upon
account of riches, or worldly diftinétions and

_fuperiority, which are all to ceafe in fofhort 2

time ; when the fhadow of death thall obfcure
the greateft worldly pomp, and the moft
powerful become weak as others, Tai. xiv. 10.
—~Thus faith the Lord, Let not the wife man
glory in bis wifdom, neither let the mighty
man glory in bis might ; let not the rich man
glory in his riches : but let him that glorieth
glory in this, that be underflandeth and know-
eth me, Jer. ix. z3. and in this neceffary

#nowledge, the Poor may glory as much as
the Rich.

Thus we fee mankind are equal in the
chief things, or in their fpiritual and eternal
interefts ; and that Gop values or dif-
efteems them, not as they are Rich or Poor,
but as they are Good or Evil. — The pre-

¥ fent diftinctions cannot outlive time ; when

this life ceafes, they ceafe with it: And no-
thing but the effets of our good or evil ac- -
tions can attend us, when we depart hence.
~— Though one be made Rich, and the glory
of his houfe be increafed, yet when be
dieth he fhall carry nothing away, his glory
Jhall not defecend after him, Pfal xlix. 16,
17, As man came forth of his mother’s womb,

B: naked
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naked fpall be return, Eccl. v. 15. ° There
is no diftinétion in the grave ; the fmall and
great ‘are there (Job iii. 19.) not to be known
from one another by any eflential difference,
but mixed together in one common heap of
matter, till the general refurrection: all, re-
duced; to the fame rank, asthey are children
of one common .parent, by whom came.
Death ;. Happy indeed in their having a joint,
and equal xelation to him who is the Refur-
reélion and. the Life s who jhall change our
vile bodies, that they may be fafbioned like unto
his glorious body, in that place where diftinc-
tions fhall be {ettled for ever, according to
our refpeclive behaviour in this fhort life.”

Fifthly, In the tranfitory fcene of this
world, we may obferve that there are fome
Parts more difficult to be well performed
than others.. Upon- this. view -was founded
Augur’s petition to. Go b, Give me neither
Poverty, nor Rickes, left 1 be full and. deny
theey-and [ayy Who is the Lord 2 or left I be
poor and-fleal, and take ihe'name of my God
i1 wain, Prov. xxx. 9.. Upon this account,
our Church  teaches us to pray for delive-
rance  from danger, as well in time. of
Wealth, or Profperity; as in time of Tribu-
lation.

Riches-are indeed by no means burtful in
themfelves, it is only the abufe. of them that
makes. them become fo. Gop for: wife
" " purpofes
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purpofes hath appointed different conditions
F amongft men. — He maketh Rich, and kft-
ethhup, 1 Sam. ii. 7. — And_they who are
rich in'this world, may alfo "be rich' in good
works, and lay up for themfelves a good fotin-
dation againft ‘the ‘time to come, 1 Tim. vi.
17. - Perfons of fupérior Rank-and Fog-
tune, have it in their power morg than o-
¥ thers, to be highly ufeful both to the bodies.
and fouls of men, by their charitable a&tions
and good examples 5 and become as fhining
lights fet up to-direét thofe below in the
paths of their Duty, and induce them to
glorify their Father which is in heaven. By
well-doing they may perpetuate their felicity,
but with: infinite refinements ; (as - the choi-
ceft enjoyments of this life, fearce bear any
proportion to the perfect joys of heaven ;)
exchange their l.rge Pofleffions for an eted-
nal Inheritance ; their worldly Honours, for
a crown of Glory that fadeth not away ; their
| pleafant Dwelling-places on ¢arth, for Man-
| fions'in heaven; for a city whofe builder and
| maker is God, Heb. xi. 1o. finithed by the
l infinite’ wifdomof an Almighty hand ; " con-
- serning the beauties of which Place, fo many

| glorious things- are {poken: inthe word of
!

Go.p. — And inftead of the praife and *ap-
plaufe of men, they may fecure to them-
felves ‘immortal” Honour, become the chil-
dren of the Highe/?, and fhine in a fuperior
fphere, as the brightnefs of . the firmament,

e W pe and,
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and as the flars for ever and ever, Dan,
xi. 3.

But my bufinefs at prefent is not to give
directions for the religious condu& of the
Rich and Great *, but of the Pger and Ne-
ceflitous: — You then are called to a trial of
a quite different nature ; but though Poverty
has its feveral temptations, yet is it not iny
iticlf the neceflary occafion of any Evil.—
You mutt carefully guard againft thofe dan-
gers you are moft liable to. — You have the
divine affiftance to enable you to withftand
the temptations which your condition throws
in your way ; and your reward will be the
more increafed by refifting them: You may
be as rich in Faith as any others, and have
ability 7o zwork out your [alvation, and ob-
tain a glorious inheritance in the next |
world.

Sixthly, Aswe are not to judge of Gop’s |
Iove or hatred to the fons of men, by look- |
ing only on the Good and Evil which hap- |
pen to them in this world ; we muft there- |
fore take this Life and the next into the ac- T
count, before we can make a true eftimate.

And |

® This hath been excellently done by the pious and learn- |
ed Robert Nelfon, Elq; in his Addrefs to Perfons of Quality
and Efiate : And itis muchto be withed, that this book was
in the hands of all thofe to whom it is addreffed, The men-
tioning of it here, will not be reckoned improper ; as one great
defign of it was to promote the Gesd of the Poor, as well as
the eternal Intergf of the Rich, I
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And upon a due reprefentation of the whole,
what a fhort, and almoft imperceptible part
of our being, will the longeft continuance
here on earth appear to be, when compared
with our future duration? Our Life is re-
prefented in fcripture as a vapour, a fhadow,
a fpan, as the grafs and flower of the ficld ;
to put us in mind how inconfiderable it is,
comparatively {peaking, evenas nothing, in
refpe@ of eternity. The Author of the
Book of 77ifdom defcribes the things of this
world, as € paffing away like a fhadow; as
¢ a po/f that hafteth by ; as a fkip that pafl-
¢ eth over the waves, or as an arrow that
“ is fhot at a mark ; whofe paths are not to
“ be found, as foon as they are gone by,
¢ Chap. v. 9, &c.”” Such reprefentations
of Life, and its enjoyments, were defigned
to teach perfons, that if they are in poflef-
fion of the good things of this world, they are
not to fix- their affetion too much upon
them, as being of fo fhort continuance; but
be induced thercby to feek after thofe ever-
lafting enjoyments, which Gop hath pre

_pared for them that love him. And if they

are under afflictions of any kind, they are
not to be much caft down, as their fufferings
cannot laft long, and are net worthy 16 be
compared with the eternal good things they
hope fhortly to obtain. Thus beavinefs may
be endured for a night, upon aflurapce that
joy will come in the morning : though this
Life be fhort, or full of trouble, yet, to

B s the
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the comfort of all religious perfons, the mer-
éiful goodnefs of the Lord endureth jfor .ever
aid ever upon them. that fear. him, Pfal. ¢iii.
17.  Bleffed are they that imourn, for they
Shall be comforted, Matt, v, 4. if they make
a religicus improvemient under the aflitions
they are #ried with.. The -withdrawing
worldly enjoyments, may be defigned to.
teach us to purfue more carneftly. our fpiri-
#ual, and eternal Interefts, and fe¢ our af-
Jections on thingsabove. G op knows what
is. bett for us in this ftate of difcipline; ‘and
we know that all things work. together for
good to them that love God, Rom. viiii 28.
So. that there is no condition .in which Pro-
vidence has placed us,, but what, we may
improve to.our real advantage,, if it bé noe
our own fault.

Seventhly, We may juft obferve, that if
we could weigh all things equally, the Rich
and Poor would be found perhaps not to-dif-
fer fo much in the degrees of worldly happi~
nefs, asis generally imagined ; and that, the
difference oftentimes. confifted more in .out-
ward thew, than in real enjoyments. ‘of. life..
— Perfons in a low condition are free from
feveral cares and fears, difcontents and dan-
gers, which the great, the wealthy. and the,
ambitious are often liable to.. . Thus the lof«
ty oaks, and ftately towers,  are, frequently
ftruck with lightning, or - fhaken -with the
ftormy wind and tempeft; whilft the humble
thrubs.
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fhrubs and low-built cottage remain  fecure
below. —The great and wife king So/oinon,
in order to keep perfons of'a low eftate from
difcontent and envy, obferves, that the fecp
of alabouring man is fweet, whether he “eat
much or little 5 but the abundance of the Rich
“will not fuffer himto fleep, Eccl. v. 12. And
_ our Saviour, who beft knew what was good
Jor man, (Eccl. vi. 12.) affures us, that man’s
life confifteth not in the abundance of the
things which be poffeffeth, Luke xii. 15, or
that great abundance was not a neceflary in-
gredient to make up human happinefs. * And
St. Paul declares, that Godlinefs with con-
tentment is great gain, t Tim: vi, 6. Thus
our prefent happinefs, in many cafes, de-
pends in a great meafure upon our own pru-
dent and religious conduct: and every one,
with proper care, might have a greater fhare
than he generally enjoys.

But fuppofing that there is a very great
difference in the degrees of human happinefs
and mifery, and that thefe things do not by
_ any means feem proportioned to- the refpec-
tive behaviour of people in this life; if the
Virtuous and' Good at any time fall under un-
avoidable hardfhips and diftrefs j or, the way
of the Wicked profper, and ibey are happy
who deal wvery treacheroufly; Jer. xii. 1. fuch
inftances afford an undeniable proof, that

there muft be a time and place hereafter,,

whena Gob of infinite goodnefs and ju-
B ftice
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ftice will make a proper diftinétion between
the Righteous and the Wicked ; punifh the
one; and reward the other. Which great
truth is fully declared to us in the holy Scrip-
ture: At the day of Judgement all difficul-
ties will be cicared up, that may arife from
the uncqual diftribution of things in this
life,

Eighthly, It may not be improper to ob-
ferve, that if perfons bring themfelves into
Poverty. or Diitrefs through their own vices
and follies, as by fdlenefs, Drunkennefs, ox
extravagancy of any kind, they muft not
look on their Sufferings as G o p’s appoint-
ments, and charge his Providence with them,
or by reafon of their own foolifbnefs fret a-
gainft the Lord, Prov. xix. 3. The ewil
things that happen to them, are not fent as
trials of their Patience and Virtue, but as
punifhments of their Offences; or muft be
confidered as the bitter fruit of their own
wickednefs and mifconduét. Thus we read,
that {be Drunkard and the Glutton fhall come
to Poverty; and drowfinefs fhall clothe a
man with ragss Prov. xxiii 21, — that many
Jerrows fhall be to the Wicked, Pfal. xxxi.
1o.—and, Fools, becaufe of their tranfgref-
Joons and iniquities are afflicied, Pfal. cvii.
17.— And upon inquiry we thall find, that
many of the miferies of this Life, are in a
great meafure owing to fuch caufes; which
1s an evident proof of the folly and danger
" of

. _Aﬂﬂ e
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of Sin; and fhould make perfons fenfible of
their faults, and by this means bring them
fooner to amendment of Life.

II. SeconpLy, I fhall thew more par-
ticularly how much it is the Duty and In-

treft of the Poor to ferve and pleafe Gob;
~ and the great danger of neglecting to do fo.

You have no juft grounds to hope, that
you fhall be fharers in the Bleflings proceed-
ing from Gon’s Goodnefs, if you live in
dilobedience to his Commandments. It is
pot your Poverty, but your Virtue, that
makes you properly obje&s of the divine
care and love : And though the wicked. may
partake of many of the common benefits
of Gop’s Providence, yet it is more than
they can reafonably expeét; and they may
in fome meafure be continued in the enjoy-
ment of them, and alfo efcape prefent pu-
nifhment, for the fake of the Righteous a-
mongft whom they live. Thus the Tares
grew up with the good Wheat, and received
nourithment along with it for a time, till
Harveft came, when a proper diftindion was
made. And though this life was defigned
for a ftate of trial, and not of rewards and
punithments, yet G o p is fometimes pleaf-
ed even here to manifeft his difpleafure a-
gainft the wicked; and we read in Scrip-
ture, that many evils and troubles fhall befal

B 6 them,
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them, Deut. xxxi.~17. that their fins have
withholden  good things from themy  Jer. v.
25. and God will curfe-their bleffingsy Mal.-!
ii. 2.—On the other hand,—that he bleffeth
the habitation of the Fuft, Prov. iii. 33. that
the Righteous fhall be vecompenfed in the earths
Prov. xi. 31, and Godlinefs is profitable “to all’
thingsy having promife of the Life that now
15, and of that which is to coiney 1 Tim.' .+
8.—DBefides, we may obferve, that as reli-
gious perfons are generally moft ‘charitable 5
the Poor, who live in the fear of Gop, will
be confidered as the firft and moft ‘proper
obje&ts of ‘Compaffion.. Thus; the fear of
the LorD 75 Wifdom, in regard to the
prefent advantage it brings, as it is ‘the beft
means people can make ufe of to promote’
their prefent happinefs in' this Life,  and 2~
void 'many temporal evils and incorvenien<’
cies 3 but however, it will not fail' té fecure
eternal enjoyments in the Life to- come s
whereas wickednefs cuts off all hopes of fu-
ture happinefs in all degrees of men. — As
the Rich man, mentioned in the Gofpel, was
not punifhed in a future ftate becaufe he ‘had
_reteived his good Things. here ; fo neither
~ was Lazarus intitled to a place in Abrabam’s
bofom, becaufe he had been Poor, or receiv-
ed his evil Things : The firft, if he had not
made a wrong ufe of what he poflefied,
might have exchanged temporal enjoyments
for eternal ones ; and the latter was comforted
after death, not becaufe he was afli@ed here,
but
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but becaufe he behaved. himfelf in' a' religi-
ous and’ proper 'manner in the ‘condition he
was in ; ‘otherwife he might have been mife-

rable  hereafter as well ;as Poor here. = He®

did ‘not,. we' muft fuppofe, murmur againft

divine Providence, call in queftion G o p’s
goodnefs, or ufe any unlawful means to free.
- himfelf from his low condition ; but put his

truft and' confidence in- Go b, hoping that
in-a fhort time he fhould be” made- partaker
of the divine bounty ' and-love:: ‘and that’
though he fuffered in this life, yet in the life
to come he fhould meet with a full recom-
pence ; fo that though be was punifbed in the
JSight of ‘man, yet was his hope full of immor~
tality, Wifd. iii, 4. —G o D was pleafed to
order‘it fo that he fhould undergo 2 fevere
trial, to make him thereby a more illuftrious
example of Virtue, and that he might come
out like gold tried, and refined in the furnace.
And it is an inftance to teach us, that Gop
may fometimes fuffer his faithful fervants to
undergo “great hardfhips and. difficulties. in
this world.

When our Saviour declares, Bleffed be ye
Poors for yours is the kingdom ¢f Gody Luke
vi. zo. it is only meant of the religious Poor,
(and the words might be fpoken with a.
particular view to the diftrefled condition
of the difciples at that time.)—Thus then
by a negle& of your duty you deftroy your
title both to Gop’s prefent and future fa-

vour :

= e O — -
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vour: If in your Mifery or Poverty you for-
get G o b, he will forget or overlook you,
and then are ye Poor indeed; as having no
comfort here, or hopes of any enjoyments
hereafter ; nothing left, but the difmal pro-
fpect of cternal wo. '

For your better affiftance in the Perfor-
mance of your Duty, I fhall mention fome
particulars which may be of more immediate
ufe to you in the condition you are in.

1/, You muft remember to return thanks
to Go D for his geodnefs and mercies towards
you; for your Creation, Prefervation, and
all the Bleflings of this Life ; but more efpe-
cially the ineftimable fpiritual Benefits which
belong to you, for the Redemption of your
Souls by CHr1sT your Saviour, for the
prefent means of Grace, and hope of Glory
hereafter.—Thisis but a grateful and neceflary
return, and what Go b requires at your
hands: Let all flefh blefs bis holy Name; Pfal.
cxlv. z1. Al ye his fervants, and. ye that
Sear him, both [mall and great, praife the
Lord, Rev, xix. 5.—As Chriflians, ye muft
remember 2o give thanks always for all
things unto God and the Father, in the name
of our Lord Fefus Chrift, Eph. v. 2z0. Gizve
thanks to him, who hath made you meet to le
partakers of the inberitance of the faints in
dight s tranflated you into the kingdom of bhis
dear fony inwhom ye bavg redemption, through

his

T
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his bloody even the forgivenefs of your fins,
Col. i, 124 13:

And as the neceflary fupplies of Life pro-
ceed from Gop’s bounty, you muft be care-
ful to offer your conftant Prayers to him for
your daily Bread: 'The Poor ought to be

more particularly diligent in waiting upen
~ Gop, and beg that he would give them their
meat in due feafon; as their whole depen-
dance is more immediately upon him, they
have not much beforehand for their fupport 3
nor can they fay with the Rich man in the
gofpel, Soul, foul, thou haft much goods laid
up for many years.—When God openeth his
hand, they are filled with good'; but when he
hideth his face, (or withdraweth his com-
mon, or cuftomary bounty) they are trou-
bledy and are the firft fufferers.

Qur Saviour gives fufficient encourage-
ment to perfons to pray unto Gop for what
they want, or is proper for them ; Ask, and
it fhall be given you 5 [ecky and ye fhall find.
If ye, being evil, know how to give good gifts
to your children, how much more fhall your
Father which is in heaven give good things
to them that ask him 2 Matt. vii. 7, &c. not
ouly fpiritual good things, but fuch temporal
good things as are be/? for them. :

2dly, As Gob is the Father of mercies, the
God of all comfort and confolation, 2 Cor. i. 3.
when
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when you are under any trouble or tempta-
tion, you muft fly to him for fuccour;' beg
that the cup may pafs from you, or that be
will not fuffer you'to be tempted above: that ye
are able, but will with the temptation alfo make
a way to éfcape, that ye may be able to bear ity v
€or. x. 13.—¢* That he would comfort and
¢¢ relieve you according to your feveral necef-
¢ fities, and give you patiente under your
«¢ fufferings, and " a happy iflue out of all
e your afflitions.” Is any among you af-
ficted, fays St. Fames, let bim pray, Chap.
v, 13. Call upon me, faith the Lord, in the
day of trouble, and I will deliver thee, Pfal.
l- 15, Our Saviour direéts perfons always to

pray, and not to faint, Luke xviii. 1. or not.

to be tired if they do not meet with imme-
diate relief. Jf thou faint in the day of ad-
verfity, fays ‘King Solomon; “thy firength is
Jmall, Prov. xxiv. 10. We muft not fet li-
mits to Gop’s will and pleafure; but let
our prayers and endeavours patiently attend
the feafon thought proper by divine provi-
dence ; be fober, and hope to the end.

p
You have many precedents, or forms of [

Prayer, drawn up ready for your ufe in the
Foly Scriptures, efpecially in the Pfalms, (in
which book you will find a great many paf-
fages that will afford comfort to the diftref-
fed) you may fay in the words of the Pfal-
mift, Bow down thine ears O Lord, and hear
me, for 1 am poor and needys  Be merciful o

2 me,
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mey and comfort the foul of thy fervant, for I
will call daily-upon thee : fhew me a token for
good, Pfalidxxxvi, 1, &¢c.: Intheey O Lovd,
do I put my truft, let me never be put to <on=
Sufion 5 deliver me in thy righteanfnefs, Pfal.
Ixxi. 1, &% So may you hope, the Lord,
wha is plenteous in mercy to them that call upon
\bim, will anfwer you in the day of trouble, will
I “bear your prayer; and will help you. And
that ' G on, who comforteth thofe that are caf?
downy will-comfort you alfo, 2 Cor. vii. 6..
and that you /ball fee- the goodnefs of the Lord.
in the land of the living, or in this prefent
Life, .

But then, in order“to make your Prayers
heard, or-accepted at the throne of grace, you
muft be careful tolive in obedience to Gop’s
commandiments, for God heareth not finricrs,:
John ix. ‘3u. If I regard iniquity in’ my.
tearty fays King David, the Lord wifl nor
bear me, Plal..1xvi. 18, -~ He that turneth a=
way Pis ear from bearing the law of God, even'
bis - Prayer fhall be an abomination, Prov..

. xxviii. 9. whereas the Prayer of the upright
T is bis delight, Prov. xv. $. - He" will Sulfit
the defire of them that fear him, he will ‘hear-
their cry, and will fave them, Pfal:exlv. 19,
— Thus if you endeavour to qualify your-
felves. properly for putting up your Petitions:
to: Gop, orenforce your Prayers by a reli-
gious and good Life, fo may you hope #o be
Jed, Plal. xxxvii. 3, or be fupplied with - the

neceflary.
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neceflary provifions of life; and that Gop
will not caft you off in the time of old age, nor
Jorfake you when your flrength faileth, Pfal.

Ixxi. g.

3dly, As Chriftians, ye muft be careful
to difcharge the feveral parts of that holy
Profeffion to the beft of your power, as you
find it defcribed in the New Teftament;
remembering, that you have not any title to
the kingdom of heaven by Nature, but by
Grace; not as you are Men, but as Chrif-
tians., By nature man is in a weak, cor-
rupt and fallen condition ; all have finned,
and come_fhort of the glory of God, Rom.
iii. 23. It is then through CuRr1sT our Sa-
viour that we muft hope for Salvation; and
they who are without the knowledge of him,
are reprefented as ftrangers from the Cowve-
nant of Promife, and having no well-ground-
ed Hope, Eph. ii. 12. Eternal Life, we are
aflured, is the Gift of God, through Fefus
Chrift our Lord, Rom. vi. 23.

But then the bare name of Chriftians will
not fecure to us the glorious Privileges and
Promifes of the Gafpel. Toa true Faith in
Chrift, we muft add a confcientious regard
to all his Commandments; and confider,
he became the Author of falvation only to
thofe that obey him, Heb. v. 9. Conftant
diligence and induftry are required in order
t0 go on to perfectiony and excel in the Chrif-

tian
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tian calling, as well as in any other: and
though all perfons are not obliged to the like
application in the purfuit of worldly bufinefs ;
yet all ranks and degrees of men are equally
concerned, to take care that their converfa-
tion be as it becometh the Gofpel of Chrif?,
and diligently endeavour to ‘work out their
own eternal falvation.  This ‘bufinefs no o-

~ther perfon can do for them ; and a due fenfe

of Religion cannot be kept up in the mind,
unlefs perfons continue in a diligent practice
of it, and exercife themfelves unto godlinefs,
t Tim. iv. 7. Without this care men of
high and low degree walk in a vain fhew, and
fpend their firength for nought.

Now, as our Saviour has done and fuffer-
ed fo much for you, as well as others, in
order to redeem your fouls, and make you
capable of inheriting everlafting life; and
hath alfo fthewn a particular regard to you in
this life, by honouring you with the title of
Brethren, and making you fo far his Repre-
Jentatives, as to look upon the good done to
you as done to Himfelf: all this calls for the
greateft gratitude and love. You fhould
take all the methods you can to fhew your-
felves his difciples in deed and truth. " One
thing that I fhall more particularly recom-
mend to your care is, your diligent atten-
dance on the publick wortfhip of G o b, more
efpecially on the Lord’s Day; by which
means yet will not only better underftand

your
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your Chriftian duty, but alfo” publickly di-
ttinguifh yourfelves as members of the Body
or Church of CarisT. 'Onedayinfeven is
to be a re¢ff fromyour labour 5 butnotanidle,
unprofitable r¢/2.  The day is to be fancti-
fied, or efteemed holy, fet apart more parti-
cularly for the worfhip of Go b, and exer-
cife of religious duties. - In. the Old Tefta-

ment, that man:is. pronounced bleffed, who-

kept the [abbath day from polluting it, Ifai.
lvi, 2. who reckoned it a delight, the haly
of the Lord; nat doing on that day his own
ways, nor finding or purfuing his own world~
ly pleafure, ai. liit. v3.. Chriftians then
cannot think'.themfelves exempt from: the
fame religious care (though they are not tied!
to that ftrict »¢/#, which the  ¥ews were to
obferve i) ‘They muft look upon the Lord’s
Day as defigned and fet apart for promoting
their fpiritual’and eternal intereft. - And.they
will * certainly incur ‘the difpleafure ‘of the
Lord of the Sabbath, who neglect the proper
duties of that day; or perhaps fpehd it to
worfe purpofe than any other part of their:
time; doing their owhn pleafuré on this' holy.
Day, more than'on any other day. If per--
fons are to abftain from their ordinary labour,
that they may be the better enabled to fpend
the day in religious exercifes; they are much

more obliged to abftain from' their diverfions.

and - pleafures, ‘which will indifpofe -theit
minds for things of a ferious and religious
nature.. MEA

The
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|

] The children of Ifracl, we read, were to
I be feverely punifbed for the breach of the Sab-
| bath. Everyone that defileth it, fhall: fures
| ly be put to death. : That foul fhall be: cut o
" Jrom among [t his people, Exod. xxxi. 13, 144
And _publick. judgements are threatned a-
gainft the nation upon this account, - Fer-
“Xvil. 27. ‘Though we live: under a:milder
and more gracious difpenfation: than that of
Mofis, yet are we obliged to go on to great-
er Perfetion in Religion and Godlinefs than
the Fews were; and a wilful neglet of “any
part of our duty, expofes us/to”eternal -pu-
nithment ina life to come. And thofe Chrifs
tians, who mifemploy the Lord’s Day, and
s S0r/ake the affembling themfelves-together, as
o the manner.of fome is, Héb, x. 25. cut them~
felves off" from the fociety of Gon’s Church
and - People- here, and are in danger of be-
ing eternally cut off from the blefled fociety

of Saints and Angels in the world toicome.

. At is fit and-neceflary then, that one part
of this day ' fhould be fpent in joining ‘with
w"qur Chriftian Brethren in the publick- Wor-
thip of Gop,-in: paying our. vows unto the
Lord in the prefence of his people, in the courts
of the Lord’s boufe,. Pfal. cxvi. .185 19. The
regarding it in this manner; is-what all faith-
ful Chriftians muft think themfelves obliged
to;" and they. who are unconcerned about
this duty, or fpend their time idly, whilft o-
thers are employed about things of the great&
§ €
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eft importance, aét quite inconfiftently with
the charaéter of a Chriffian, and their con-
duét admits of no excufe. Nor isit enough
to appear now and then at the publick Wor-
fhip, juft as it fuits your fancy, or leifure;
you muft make it a conftant practice, unlefs
you have fome very neceflary reafon for your
abfence. Nor muft you think that this re/? is
any real hindrance to you in procuring your
daitly bread: as Gop has appointed it, He
can and will bles your labour the more on
the other fix days of the week; and if ye
employ it otherwife than as He has ordained,
your endeavours will rather bring a curfe
than a blefling : and we are told, that they
who went out on the Sabbath Day to gather
manna, found none, Exod. xvi. 27.

A religious attendance on the publick WWor-
Jhip will be a good means of leflening the
weight of your poverty, or affliction, by be-
ing there admitted to converfe with Gobp,
and come more immediately into his prefence ;
for, where two or three are gathered togsther in
his Name, there is be in the midft of them,
Matt. xviii. zo. Here your minds will be
filled with comfortable hopes of eternal good
things tocome. And your prefent low con-
dition will give you little uneafinefs, when
you have your thoughts employed on that
ftate, where every one in a fhort time fhall
be ranked in ftations of honour or contempt,
happinefs or mifety, in proportion to their

good

- e
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3 good or evil behaviour in this life, and fhall
remain fixed in them to all eternity. This
holy r¢ft on the Lord’s Day, may put you in
mind of entring into that heavenly and ever-
lafting reft, which remaineth for the people of
God, Heb. iv. 9. where there fhall be na
| more forrow and pain, but a full enjoyment
T of thofe pleafures which are at God’s right
|

hand. King David, we find, when under
perfecution, reprefents it as the moft griev-
ous part of his fufferings, to be deprived of
the comfort of going to the Houfe of Gop.
My foul thirfleth for, Gop: when fhall I
come, and appear before God? Pfa, xlii, 2,

In other places you are looked upon as of

! alower and inferior rank, and perhaps with

| contempt, by perfons who judge by outward

| appearances, and worldly  circumftances ;

| but inthe Church, or Affembly of Saints, Pfal,
Ixxxix. 7. the rich and poor ‘meet together
upon a level; and Gonp, who is the Maker

of them-all, Prov. xxii, 2. and no refpecter of
perfons, is equally attentive to their prayers,
= They are now to'be confidered as brethren
joined together in unity of affe@ion, all wor-
thipping the fame Gop, and with one ac-
cord, and one mind, making their common
fupplications unto Him. = They are drawn
into mutual communion and fellowfhip, as
they are members of the fame Body, of which
CHRIsT is the Head; and have the fame
hopes of being admitted into the blefled fo-
ciety
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{ ciety ‘of Saints and Angels in heaven.; and
i may in one fenfe be faid to fit  together
| in heavenly places in Chrift Fefus, Eph, ii.t 6
il - Thus you fee how many {trong inducements f
you have.to perform this. Chriftian- fervice} '
and may be affured, that your prayers. and >
| praifes are as acceptable at the Throne of |
il Grace, as;thofe offered up by 'the great and .
i wealthy ; and will afcend without diftinétion T
i amongft the prayersof Saintsy as a grateful |
| dncenfe:to Gop, Rey. viii, 3. For the fame |
I Lorp over all, is rich unto all that call upon
| bimy, Rom. x. 12. 'Befides, as a prefent en-
j couragement to this duty, by a diligent and
A religious performance of it, ye will become
more immediate objets of human compaf- |
fion,and afliftance ;- thefe who are of ability, f
will have their hearts .more; particularly -en=
larged to. their poor brethren, engaged with
them in the fame - pious work; as they are
afking for themfelves much greater: favours
at Gop’'s hand. ‘Thus the /ameman, who |
was miraculoufly - cured by St. Peter at the |
Temple, attended there to afk alms of fuchas |
came.to perform their devotions:;imagining. _r
l
|
{
f

that Charity and Piety imet together,

When Zobit -is direGing his fonto give
alms according to his abundance;he puts-in this
caution ; but give nothing tao the wicked, To-
bit:iv. 16, 17: -As thinking, perhaps, that
they. would make an ill'ufe of it3 or thatthey
might be foonersecldimed from: their finand

folly,

—




|
|

r

!
i

Infiruttions for the Poor. 49

folly, by fuch a diftinGion. Chriftians in--
deed, as they have opportunity, are to do good
t0 all men; but more efpecially to them who
are of the houfbold of faith, Gal. vi.10. The
unthankful and the evil, when in diftrefs, are
not wholly to be paffed by ; but the religious
poor are firft to be regarded: and they whofe
converfation is unbecoming the Gofpel of Chrift,
and who rarely or never affemble themfelves
with their Chriftian brethren in publick Wor-
fhip, can fcarce indeed be faid to belong to
the boufhold of faith.

As to the excufe which fome perfons make,
that they want proper apparel to appear in
on fuch occafions, this is a very weak one,
and difcovers a fecret pride of heart ;- if the
take care -to put on Chrift, Gal. iii. 27. be
cloathed with humility, and ‘other Chriftian
graces; they will have on the wedding gar-
ment, which will render them acceptable in

| the fight of G o D, whofe favour is the firft

=

{
|
|
:
;

thing to ‘be regarded : - 'The ornament moft
valuable in his fight, is the hidden man of the
beart, in that which is not corruptible, 1 Pet.
i, 4. or an upright mind, and pious ajfec-
tions. - Our Reafon will indeed teach us, that
a decent neatnefs in attire is well becoming
thofe who go to the houfe of God with the voice
of joy and praife, Plal. xlii. 4. = But perfons
muft carefully beware of all pride upon ac-
cournt of their drefs or apparel; not value
themfelves, or defpife others, upon fuch tri-

C fling
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fling and inconfiderable differences: for by
fuch: behaviour they deftroy the proper defign
of appearing there, and will be reckoned
amongft the proud, whom Go b refifteth,.
Jamesiv. 6. And the fame Apoftle tells the

Chriftian Brethren how wrong it was to re-

Jpeét perfons the more, for coming into their-
Affemblies in goodly apparel, and gay cloathing ;

or efteem the poor man the lefs, for appearing

in wile raiment, Jamesii. 1, &7,

4thly, Your condition calls you to exer-
cife the duties of Patience, Contentment,
and Submiffion to the Will of Go p.  How
remarkable was the pious Refignation of Y2,
when he was reduced even. to-the loweft ftate
of human; mifery, from the heighth of pro--
fperity (which; muft make his trial and afflic-
tion: ftill preater) Naked, fays' We, ' came I
out of my mother’s womb, and naked fhall I
return. thither, (orto the ground: upon which
he was juftthen fallen:) the Lorp gave, and
the L.o.r D hath taken away; bleffed be the
Name of the Lird, Jobi. 205 21. And this -

religious behaviour. was the nieans of reffor- "+ -

ing him: -againto 'his - former: profperity.
¢ Humble yourfelves (fays St Fasmes) in the
fight-of the Lorm 5 and he: /hall lift you up,
Jam.iv.10.” he will remove your afilitions,
on elfe give you ftrength to bear them, and
improve them to your everlafting advantage.
As. ‘an inducement to Contentment ‘in ' your
condition; yow: muft confider, that Gob

governs
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¥ governs the world by his Providence. Tho’
by nature all are equal, yet are there wife'
reafons for appointing ‘a difference in their
prefent outward circumftances.  AY men are
& Jrom the ground; yet in much knowledge the

Lord hath divided them, and made their ways’
diverfe, Eccluf. xxxiii. 10, 11. He maketh
T- poor, and he maketh rich; he bringeth /ow,

o

e e T

e

and /Jifteth up, 1 Sam. ii. 7. 'The different
conditions amongft men tend to the better
government and order in human affairs; fome
are to rule, others muft obey, and be ready -
to perform feveral neceflary offices in life,
which contribute to the eafe and happinefs
of thofe above them: fo that they help and
aflift each other ; and by this fubordination
the good of fociety is advanced, and its peace
preferved, The body politick, or civil foci-'
ety, ‘may fitly be compared to the body-na-
tural; which, as the Apoftle obferves, is not
one member, but masy; differing in office and
dignity. Go D having fet the members every
one in the body, as it hath pleafed him. And
the eye cannot fay to'the hand, - I have no need of

T thee 5 nor again the head to'the  feety I have no

S A s

need of you, 1 Cor. xii. 17, &, As Go b hath

fo dppointed, that there fhould be different
{ degrees and ranks in life, for the good of
! the whole ; thofe placed in the lwer ftations
| muft-a& with prudence, and due decorurm,

or fitnefs, in the place affigned them by the'
\ fupreme Lo & » and Difpofer of all things.’
! They muft not be envious at the condition of
i C= thofe
|
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thofe placed above them; but behave them-
felves lowly and reverently to all their betters:
Render to all their dues; tribute to whom tri=
bute is due, cuffom to whom cuftom, fear to
whom fear, honour to whom honour, Rom.
xiii. 7. and do their duty, carefully in that
ftate of life unto which they are called; not
murmuring, becaufe Providence did not af-
fign them a higher ftation in the body. #%
to him that firiveth with his Maker, Ifai.
xlv. 9. Shall the thing formed [ay to him that
Sformed it, Why baft thou made me thus?
Rom. ix. zo. And the Rich and Poor, by
a fuitable behaviour in their refpective ftations,
will hereafter be made joint partakers of the
kingdom of heaven, where there will be a
perfeét harmony and union of fouls. In that
fulnefs of  joy, which abounds in the Prefence

-

of G op, there will be enough for all; fo

* that there can be no room for envy, or un-

ealinefs.

As the Gofpel enjoins the duty of Content-
ment, fo does it teach and enable perfons to

attain this virtue. QOur Saviour encourages

the Poor to look for foed and raiment from the
hands of their heavenly Father, by directing
them to confider his care for the fowls of the
air, and flowers of the field: Shall he not
much more clothe you? Are ye not much better
than they? You muft indeed obferve the
condition upon which the promife is built;
Seek ye firft the kingdom of God and bis righte-

: 3 oufnefs,

= |
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oufnefs, and all thefe things (viz. the neceflary
fupplies of life) ~fhail be added unto you.
Therefore, fays he, take no thought for your
life, whatye fball eat, or what ye fball drink,
nor yet for your body, what ye {hall puton:
Is not the life more than meat, and the body
than raiment 2 Matt,vi, 25,8 As GoDb
of his Goodnefs beftows upon man the. great
bleffing of Lifz, he will not deny him what
is neceflary to fupport it ;3 but will give him
bread to eat, and raiment to put on, Gen.
xxviii: z0. When our Saviour fays in this

“place, Take no thought for this life, (agreeably

to which St Paul advifes his Chriftian bre-
thren, to e careful for nothing 5 but in every
thing to let their requefts be made known unto
God, Phil. iv. 6.) perfons were not hereby
forbid to take due care for the neceflaries of
life; only not to be too enxions about them,
or of a doubtful mind, Luke xii. 29.  If they
ufed the proper means in their power for their
fupport, they were not to be diftruftful of
G oD’s care and providence.

The beft way we can then take to ad-
vance our prefent happinefs is, to copy after

- St Paul’s example, who had learnt (by what

the Chriftian religion taught him) in whatever
Sate he was, therewith to be contents how to
Suffer need, as well as abound, Phil. iv. 11, 12.
Hawving' food and raiment - (fays the fame
Apottle) let us be iherewith content, 1 Tim,
vi.-8. - And he fhews at the fame time the

€33 i
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great danger of being too intent upon the
things of this world, or refolving at all ad-
ventures to have a large fhare of them; and
that by fuch purfuits many bave erred from
the faith, and picrced themfelves through with
many forrows, ver. 10, And he hath not

- only taught us, that Godlinefs with contentment

is great gain, 1 Tim. vi. 6. but fully knew
by experience, the fweet delight, and lafting
peace of mind which it afforded. Content-
‘zent properly fignifies a kind of fufficiency
within ourfelves; it teaches perfons to reft
fatisfied in the enjoyment of fuch things as
they have, Heb. xiii. 5. to rule their will, to
keep their appetites and defires within due
bounds, not letting their thoughts run out
after fuch things as in their prefent circum-
ftances, they can have no- reafonable hopes
of obtaining. And it is a Virtue, or fteadi-
nefs of mind, not to be acquired without due
knowledge and love of G o p, and partaking
of the joys and comfortable expetations
flowing from religion. It is not inconfiftent
with the duty of Chriflian Contentment, for
perfons to ufe prudent and lawful means to
remove any difficulties they are under, and
endeavour tobetzer their condition, or worldly
circumftances, for their own more comfort-
able fupport, and that they may have the
pleafure to give to bim that needeth, Eph.
iv. 28. But if they fail in the attempt, they
are not to murmur and repine; but learn to
Jubmit themfelves 1o Ged, and fay upon all oc,

cafions,

:
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cafions, The will of the Lord be dore, A&ts
xxi. 14. It is the L'or p, let him do what
feemeth bim good, 1 Sam. iii. 18, They muft
not caff away their confidence (upon ' account
of their prefent wants or neceflities) fnowing
that in heaven they have a better and an endur-

ing fubflance, Heb, x. 34.

As Religion requires a chearful dependence
on G o b, fo does it enable perfons to pre-
ferve it in the worft of circumftances. 7 am
he that comforteth you, faith the Lord; TFho
art thou, that thou fhouldf? be afraid? Ifai.
i. 12.  Inthe multitude of forrows that I had
in my heart, ({ays the Plalmift) thy comforts,
O Lord, have refrefbed my foul, Pfal. xciv. 1g.
St ‘Paul bids the Difciples under perfecutions
and fufferings, rejoice in the Lord always,
Phil. iv. 4. 'And they are encouraged to this
behaviour, by being put in mind, that their
converfation and great expedtations were in
heaven, chap. iii. zo.  How remarkable was
the holy confidence of the Prophet, who de-
clares, Although the fig-tree Jball not blyfJom,
ueither fpall fruit be inthe vines; though the
fields fhall yield no meat, the flock be cut off
from the fold, and there fhall be no berd in the
“alls : yet will I rejoice in the Lord, and jcy
in the God of my faz’vafian, Hab.iii. 17, 18.
My flefp and my keart faileth 5 but Gop is
the firength.of ‘my beart, and my portion for
ever, Pfal, Ixxiii. 26.

CE "The
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The Gofpel teaches us to rejoice in hape,
Rom. xii. 12. If atany time we are deprived of
the outward bleflings of this life; yet are we to
comfort ourfelves with the thoughts of Gop’s
Goodnefs, trufting that in due time he will
remove the uneafinefs or afliions we labour
under, and will fupport us in the mean time,

if we call upen him for help. So that in Y

worldly affairs, religious bope is a remedy

againft Defpair; in our fpiritual concerns,. it

is an anchor of the foul, both fure and fied-
, fa/t, Heb.vi.1g.

Saint Paul fays, We glory in tribulation;
knowing that tribulation worketh patience,
and  patience experience (or a proper. trial of P
our Virtue and Sincerity) and experience hope,
Rom..v. 3,4. Thus Chriftians are taught to
rejoiceeven in fufferings, as thefe may be in-
flrumental in promoting the great end of
their Hopes, viz. eternal Life. A proper be-
haviour under thofe trials may give them a
good degree of aflurance concerning their fu-
ture Happinefs.  We muft obferve, that the x
work of Righteoufnefs, or obedience to Gob’s T
Commandments, is the only foundation upon
which we can build pleafing Hopes, and |
comfortable aflurance of Go n’s favour.” 1
The hope of the righteous only fhall be gladnefs;
but the expeclation of the wicked fball perifpy |
Prov. x.28. ¢ The hope of the ungodly is 1

<¢ like du/?, thatis blown away with the wind,
= 13 hkc
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> ¢ like the thin froth that is driven away with
! ¢ the ftorm, or fmoak difperfed here and

¢ there with a tempeft; but the reward of
: ¢ the righteous is with the LoRr D, and the
> « care of them is with the mo/# High, Wifd.
Vi T4

-

Thus all good Chriftians may make them-+
felves eafy in this life, becaufe they hope to
be happy in the life to come. ‘They will
not be much difcompofed with the -{tornis
they meet with, asknowing they will quickly
be blown over, and that they fhall ‘enterinto
a joyful harbour at laft. And though the
waves are mighty, and rave horribly; yet
the Lord who dwelleth on high, is mightier:
"The clouds and darknefs they are under will
foon be difperfed by the brightnefs of that
glorious day, which will fhortly éreak upon
them; and this aflurance will afford them that
peace which the world cannot give.

T T I S ROy deosllln

Thus a true belief of the Gofpel, and a
fuitable praice, is the beft remedy for thofe
~ that mourn in Zion (as the Prophet Ifaiah ex-
T prefles it) to give to them beauty for afbes; the
oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praife
"\ for the fpirit of heavinefsy Ifai. Ixi, 3.—
; Which defcription relates to the Gofpel ftate,
and the great Bleflings that attend it.

l sthly, No. dificulties or hardfhips muft at.

any  time tempt you to ufe unlawful or dif--
Cs honeft:
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honeft means -in order to remove them. = It
was part of Agur’s prayer to- Gop, that he
might not fall into poverty; lef, fays he,
be poory and fleal, Prov. xxx. 9. ‘This then
is a_temptation you aré particularly to guard
againft. No perfons amongft us can be un-
der any neceflity of removing their wants by
wrong or finful  means; or feal to fatisfy
the foul, when it is bungry, Prov. vi. 3o.
They may have. neceffary fupplies, either
from their ‘own honeft ‘induftry, or the
compaflionate afliftance of good Chriftians,
who will be ready to belp thems; or, if
other proper methods fail, they may apply
to thofe, who are appointed by the Laws
to fee that the Poor be kept from fuffering
by any extreme want. And if they fome-
times meet with hardfhips for the fake of
maintaining their integrity, fo much greater
is their virtue, and the more glorious will be
their future reward; and their own con-
{cience, in the mean time, will be a kind
of perpetual feaft: it will comfort and carry
théem on with a kind of triumph through

the ' difficulties which oppofe themfelves. -

¢ ‘'The work of righteoufuefs fhall be peace;
“ and the eftett of righteoufnefs, quictnefs,
¢ and affurance for ever,” But if perfons
ufe ‘wicked means to free themfelves from
their neceffities; wilfully affront that Go b,
from whom all bleflings flow; ¢ Jorfake
‘“ Him, the fountain of living waters, and
s¢ bew . themfelves cifterns, broken cg'/ier;u,

¢ that

-

¥
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¢ that can hold no watery” Jeriiio 13. and
cover with-a covering, but not of Ged: to
fuch we may properly apply’ the words- of
the Prophet; Surely thefe are poory they are
Joolifh : for they -know not the way of the
Lord; nor the judgement of ‘their Gody Jer.
V. 4. By renouncing their dependence on

- G o p, they become indeed of all men moft

miferable : They can expet -little enjoy-
ment in this life; norcan have any hopes
of a bettgr condition in that which is to
come; fo that no ftate can be more uncom-
fortable than that of wicious Poverty. Tt is
your duty and intereft then; to fet Go b al-
ways before your eyes; to be in the fear of the
Lord all the day long : for furely there is an
end, and thy expeétation [hall not be cut off,

Prov. xxiii. 17, 18. ~ You muft confider, . |

that the eyes of the Lord are in'every place, be-
holding the evil and the goody Prov,xv. 3.
and there is no darknefs, where the workers
of iniquity may hide themfelves, Job xxxiv. zz.
Gop fees the moft private wickednefs, and
will punifh perfons for it. - If finners at any
time entice you, to join with them in any dif-
honeft praltices, confent you not. 1If they
propofe profit and advantage thereby, and fay,
We fhall find precious [ubflance, and Sfill oar
‘houfes with fpoil: -walk not thou in the way
with them; refrain thy foot from their path,
Prov. i. 10, &¢. Refolve to anfwer them in
the words of ‘the Plalmift; Depart from me,
ye ¢vil-doers: for I will keep the command-

ments
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ments of my God, Pfal. cxix. 115. The fol-
lowing fevere denunciation might be fuffici-
ent to deter any perfons from this evil prac-
tice, namely, the curfe of the Lord of: hofts
Jball enter into the houfe of the thief; and re-
main in the midft of it, and confume it, Zech.
V. 35 4. or bring the inhabitants of it utterly
to ruin.  And this indeed we find moft com-
monly verified. Perfons guilty of this fin
generally live in a poor and miferable man-
ner, without any comfort in themfelves, or
pity from others, nay, they often bring upon
themfelves punithment, and a fhameful death,
as the bitter fruit or wages of their tranfgrel-
fion;. and what is ftill more dreadful, with-
out duc repentance, they will fall under the
eternal difpleafure of Gop. And as idlenefs
1s often a temptation to difhonefty, the Apoftle
directs perfons not to be Sflathful in bufinefsy
Rom. xii. L1, that with- quictnefs they work,
and eat their own bread, 2 Thefl. ili. 12, Let
him, fays he, that floley fleal no more; but
rather let him labour, working with his own
bands the thing which isgoods, that he may have
2o give to him that needeth, Eph. iv. 28. Gob,
commonly gives.a blefling to an honeft in~
duftry 5 profpersthe bandy-work of the diligent,
fo that they not only oftentimes free them-
felves from want,, but. even become capable
of relieving others.

r

61hly; You muft not be tempted to make
ufe of any fal/haed in: your words, inorder to
free
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free yourfelves from any prefent difficulties :
for fuch behaviour is highly offenfive to a
Gop of truthand faithfulnefs. < ZLying lips
‘¢ are abomination to the Lord: but they that
‘¢ deal truly. are his delight,” Prov. xii. 22.
And, as Chriftians, weare frequently admo-
nithed inthe Gofpel to beware of this fin. It

_will be your wifdom to refrain from it, even

in regard to prefent advantage: for it gene-
rally deftroys in the end thofe very defigns
which perfons would accomplith by it; viz.
their profiz and intere/f. "'When perfons guilty
of this practice are difcovered (as they foon are
by thofe that converfe with them) it ruins their
charatier and credit, and people decline deal-
ing with them: if they are poor, they will not
betrufted; as their word is not to be relied upon
(even perhaps when they mean fincerely) be-
caufe they have been often known to falfify it:
and by this means they,may be frequently
brought to great ftraits and difficulties. Truth
is then the fafeft way perfons can take to pro-
mote their worldly intereft; and though con-
trary. practices do fometimes fucceed, yet do
they often fail, and bring on great inconveni-
encies. So true is the obfervation of King So-
lomony The lips of truth. fhall be eftablifbed; but

alying tongue isbut for a moment, Prov, xii. 19,

7thly, In regard to your behaviour, let it
be humble and modeft.. When we confider
the imperfection and corruption of humanna-~
ture; and the fhort duration of any worldly
fuperiority 3
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fuperiority ; it is evident that Pride was not
made for man, Eccluf.x:18. and that Hu-
mility becometh ‘perfons placed eveniin the
higheft ftations ; but it ‘is more particularly
fuitable to thofe in the loweft rank of life.
And this behaviour will gain you the efteem
and approbation both of Gopn and ‘man.
¢ Though the Lord be high, yet hath He re-
¢ fpect unto the lowly,” Pfalm cxxxviii. 6.
Learn of me, faithiour Saviour, jfor Iam meck
and lowly, Matt, Xi. 29. as knowing this tem-
per was neceflary for the praétice of feveral
Chriftian Virtues.  And the poor in fpirit (of

. every degree) are declared to be bleffed; for

theirs is the kingdom of heaveny Matt. v. 3.

As to thofe who are reduced to the neceflity
of being conflantly fupported by the Alms of
their Chriffian brethren, amodeft behaviour,
accompanied with thankfulnefs, certainly be-
comes them; and is due to thofe, whom Gon
of his Goodnefs has appointed to take care of
them in their diftrefs. By this means-the
proper {upplies will be adminiftred to them, as
t6 perfons of the fame family; not grudgingly,
or of neceffity, but with a chearful and. ready
heart, z Cor. ix. 7. *Such a conduét will alfe
tend to the intereft of the Poor; as it will
help to fecure a continuance of that reliefap-
pointed by human laws (which are change-
able) or encreafe it, where it is found necef-
fary. And when perfons are relieved this way,
or by the private benefadtions of charitable

Chriftians,
2
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Chriftians, they muft employ what they re-
ceive ina proper and prudent manner, tone-
ceflary and fitting purpofes. So may they the
better hope for the like favours again; and
that Gop will influence the hearts of thofe,
swho have it in their power to do good.

It may not be improper juft to obferve,
that they who live on the labours and induftry
of others, ought by no means to be carelefs
or idle themfelves; but be diligent in doing
what they are able to do: and this will keep
them from paflingaway their time unprofitably,
or finfully; from wandring about from houfe
to houfe (as St Paul complains of fome idle
perfons) by which they arein danger of be-
coming tattlers, bufy bedies; [peaking things
which they know mot, ¥ Tim.v.13.. The
fame Apoftle, in order to keep perfons from
walking diforderly and idly, commands, that if
any would not work, neither fhould he eat,
z Theff. iii. 10. They, who were able to
work, were not to expe&t maintenance from
the labours of others. Thus we fee people
are obliged, both by duty and intereft, #o /a-
bour diligently and truly to get their own living,

But the Poor and Infirm fhould notlofe any
opportunity of advancing their eternal Interefi:
‘I'hough their hands be too feeble, through age
or infirmities, tofupply themfelves with the ne-
ceflaries of this life; yet are they able 20 wor %
out their falvation, and labour to ¢nier ingo the

o
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re/t prepared for the people of God, Heb. iv. 11.
to go to CHRIsT, and drink of the rivers of
living waters, to which he fo kindly invites
all, (Fohnvii. 37, &e¢.) and tafte of the bread
of life, which cometh down from heaven, John
vi. 33. And if the foul has little or no incli-
nation to things of this nature, it isan evident
proof of a great and dangerous indifpofition in
it. My foul, fays King David, thirfleth for
God, Pfal, xlii. 2z, *¢ Blefled are they which
‘¢ hunger and thirft after righteoufnefs; for
< they fball be filled,” Matt.v. 6. The de-
fires of their fouls fhall be fatisfied. It ought
to be the particular pleafure of the Poor, to
get an intereft in Gop; whois able to com-~
fort them in their prefent diftrefs, and hath
promifed hereafter to wipe away alltears from
their eyes, and prepare unfpeakable goodthings
for all thofe that love Him.

8thly, In regard to your converfation, or
common difcourfe; As all men muft give an
account to G op for every.7dle, or vain, and
wicked word, that they fball [peak, and be juf-
tified or condemned by ‘their words, Matt. xii.
36, 37. - This fhould make you /et a watch
over your mouth, keep the door of your lips,
(Pfal. cxli. 3.) and be careful, that no corrupt
communication proceed out of your mouth, Eph.
iv. 29.—How inconfiftent then with the cha-
ra&er of a Chriftian is that wicked cuftom of
profane Oaths and Curfes, too common a-
mong{t many of the lewer rank of life, as well

as-

e
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as thofe above them! Swear not at all, fays
our Saviour 3 dut let your communication be Yea,
yea; Nay, nay; Jor whatfoever is more than
thefe cometh of evil, Matt. v. 34. Affirm or
deny things in your common converfation;
without any oaths and curfes: for fuch like
language comethof evil, orthat evil one; viz,
the Dewil, zs the word may properly be un-

Y‘der&ood. As there can be no temptation to

this fin, by any profit or pleafure which it
yields; it may be looked upon as proceeding
more immediately from the fuggeftion or in=
fluence of that evil One; and fo is a fin of a
devilifh pature indeed. When perfons let
their paffions. carry them too far, by which
means. they are off their guard, and want
words to give vent to the violencé of  their
rage; the tempter watching fuch epportuni=
ties, prompts or, fupplies them as it were with
what they are to fay; fo that thcy oftentimes
go on fluently in profane language. And this
feems to be the cafe alfo with many, when off
their guard by drunkennefs, or the violent purs
fuit of fome kind of paming and diverfions.
How fhocking is it to hear them, perhaps, ut-
~ter {carce any thing elfe but profane Qaths!
All thismay be looked upon as a kind of dig-
bolical infpiration (the language of Hell) op-
pofed to the divine influence of Gop’s Holy
Spirit, and to every thing that is ferious and
- religioys.  So that in one fenfe fuch perfons
may be faid to be delivered to Satan, to be un-
der his power, or in his poflefion; and he
tongue
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tongue to be fet on fire of hell, and to be full
of deadly poifon, Jam:iii. 6. This wicked
practice may be looked upon as part of the
everflowings of ungodlinefs, committed out of
madnefs and folly, and done as it were for
wickednefs fake; and the perfons guilty of
it fhould ferioufly confider whom they hereby
reproach and blafpheme, and againftavhom they
exalt their voice, Ifal. xxxvii, 2z 3. even againft
the great Gop of heavenand earth, who wi//
not hold them guiltlef/s. If by our words we

_ thall be condemned, and by corrupt communica*

tions the Spirit of Gop is grieved, Eph.iv. 29,
no kind of words can be of a more dangerous
confequence than thofe we are {peaking about,
As this evil pra&tice is highly blanieable in-all;
and admits of 7o excufe; it'is a kind of ag-
gravation of the guilt, for the Poor to profane
that holy Name of G o b, to affront him by
witofe bountiful hand they areimmediately fed.

Some of thefe things are mentioned here,
rather by way ‘of caution, than as adirect or
general accufation: 7 fpeak not this to condemn
you, z Cor.vii.3. I'would notadd to the af=

fliction of any of my poor bretbren, by laying )

to their charge things they are not guilty of;
there are feveral, Idon’t doubt, who pafsthe
time oftbetrf]ourmng bere in the true fear of
God, loolmg for that bleffed hope, and the glo-
rious appearing of the great God, and our Sa—
yiour Jefus Chriff, Tit. . 13.
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I have now pointed out to you particularly
) fome things you are to do, and what ye are to
Jorbear doing; but you are to be careful to
perform all other parts of your duty, toabbor
that which is evil, and cleave to that which is
good, and endeavour to adorn the docirine of
God your Saviour in all things. Poverty, ora
low condition, does not fet perfons at liberty
“from any part of their duty. As Gop bath
commanded no man to do wickedly, fo neither
hath He given any man Fcence to fin, Eccluf,
xv. 20, There is no refpet of perfons with the
Lord, 2 Chron. xix. 7. But, He that doth
wrong, fball receive for the wrong be hath done,
(whether he be &ond or free) Col. iii. z5. We
auft a/l appear before the Judgement-feat of
Curisyc. 1 Jaw, fays St Fohn, the dead,
fmalland great, fland before God, Rev.xx. 12,
‘The plea of ignorance, or not underftanding
thelr duty, will ftand no one inany ftead now,
as we live under the light of the Gofpel;
where the earth is full of the knowledge of the
Lord, as the waters cover the Sea, Ifai. xi. g,
And Wifdom uttereth her voice publickly,
threatning thofe who /et at nought ber counfel,
Find flight her reproofs, to laugh at their ca-
lamity, when it cometh upon them, Prov.1.
20, &%. . Thus you fee what an uncomfort-
able condition perfons bring themfelves into,
through a negle&t and contempt of G o p’
Laws; and if perfons opprefled with poverty
live alfo wickedly, they cannot fo much won-
der at what befals them, or reafonably hofp'c

or
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for any great fhare of Bleflings from that Gop,
who hateth all workers of iniquity. They may
confider alfo, that the more Religion prevails
in the world, the greater regard will be paid
to the Scripture ; which is a divine Charter,
confirming many grants and privileges to them,
to make their condition in this life more com-
fortable, as was obferved before. -Now if any
buman laws fuit our particular advantage, we’
thould a& moft unadvifedly, by fhewing a
flight or contempt of them ourfelves, and by
this means bringing them into difefteem as
much as we can, by our own carelefs pratice.

But the moft powerful argument to deter
perfons from a wicked life, is the confide-
ration that fuch a courfe will bring them
into a flate of eternal mifery. If people are
caft down by worldly diftrefs, or aflition,
and their /ox/ upon that account difguieted
within them; though they may hope that
their trouble can be of no lafting continu-
ance, and that G o D will lift up the light of
bis countenance upon them; this difguieted con-
dition fhould make them confider, how dif-
mal the ftate of thofe muft be,’ who are plunge
in everlafting forrow, towhom is referved the
blacknefs of darknefs for ever. Which thought
fhould put them upon ufing their utmoft en-
deavours to efcape fo dangerous a condition,
The greateft fufferings in this life are as no-
thing in refpe& to the eternal mifery of the
Soul.  Fear not them, fays our Saviour, which

kill




Infiructions for the Poor. 69

kill the body, but are not able to ¥l the Joul;
but rather fear Him, who is able to deftroy
both foul and body in hell, Matt. x. 28. or
make them everlaftingly miferable. Who can
think of that dreadful ftate, without coming
to a full refolution to fecure themfelves from
it, by a confcientious difcharge of their duty!
-Thus you fee it is a matter of the greateft im-
portance to take care of the Sou/, or provide
for its eternal fafety, Incline your ear, and
come unto me (faith the LorD) and your foul
JShall live, Ifaiahlv. 3,

As Gonp is the Author of eternal Life, and
may give it upon what terms He pleafes; if
He had commanded us to do fome great and
difficult thing, would it not have been our
wifdom and intereft to have done it? How joy-
ful fhould we then be, and thankful to Go D,
when we find the way to fo much Happinefs
is fo fmooth and pleafant, that his Command-
ments are not grievous, but hisLaws boly, and
Juft, and good 5 and his Service perfes? freedom,
conducing to the prefent, as well as fo the fu-
ture good of mankind!

::T The Poor, one might think, fhould be more

particularly careful to ferve and pleafe Gop,
and to fecurethat good part, which fhall never
be taken away from them, Luke x, 42. {o that
after the travel which G o p hath given them
to be exercifed withal, and the few and evil
days of their pilgrimage are over; they may

come
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come to that reft and inheritance which the Lord
hath promifed, and have their heavinefs turned

into joy. ‘And for their: prefent comfort, we

may juft obferve, that Poverty is fo far from
being any fhame or difgrace, that thofe per-
fons are the proper objeéts of the Love of
G oD, and of all good men; who being under

Poyerty, or diftrefs of any kind, {upport them-

felves by a holy confidence or religious truft
in G o p; and ftand like a rock, unmoved,
whilft the {welling waves dafh againft it. Who

confider their condition as appointed them for .

wife ends by the fupreme Difpofer of all things,
and therefore behave with a fuitable fubmiffion
and condu@ in thatftation they are placed in;
looking up with an eye of faith to thofe good
things:ina life to:come, which G o p' hath
prepared: for all them that love bimy and going
with religious courage through this vale of mi-
Jery, fupported with the profpeét of that ' glo-
rious Prize which is fet before them; hoping
that they thall arrive at laft at the beavenly Fe-
rufalem, where they fhall bunger no more, nor
thir/} any more, but be led to living fountains
of waters; where Gop fhall make them drink
of the river of his pleafures, and wipe away all
tears from their eyes. ” Suchlike thoughts keep
their fouls in patience ; and having nothing,
may yet be faid with the Apoftle; #2 poffe/s
all things, 2z Cor, vi. 10,

To conclude ; Let the Goodnefs and Love -

of Go D induce you to ferve and pleafe Him ;
let
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let the confideration of advancing by thefe:
means your prefent and eternal comfort and:
intereft, prevail upon you tolive foberly, righte-
oufly, and godly in this prefent. world; and:
though you have no great fhare in the good
things of it, yet remember, that you are en-
titled to a glorious and eternal inberitance in
the world to come.  If with Lazarus you
have tafted the affliions, or evil things of this
life, this forrowful experience fhould teach,
you, as it did him, to ufe your utmoft dili-
gence to obtain the everlafting enjoyments of ;
the next.  And they who will not be won over
to their duty by thefe hopes, have fufficient
reafon to be deterred from fin, by the fear of
Gob’s eternal Wrath againft all thofe who do
evil. ~Asour Saviour, in his{ftate of humilia- -
tion here on earth, vouchfafed particularlyto.
own you for his brethren ; let it be your ftudy
and ambition, to keep up your intereft and ac-
quaintance with Him, by letting your conver-
[ation be as becometh bis Gofpel : fo will he not
be afhamed of yous but when He fhall come
in bis glory, and all bis holy angels with Him,
t¢ fhall find yourfelves pofiefled of that how
nourable title, be‘included inithe number of
the bleffed children of his heavenly Father, and
become heirs of that #ingdom, which is ex-
prefly promifed to the Poor who are rich in
Jaith, Jam.ii.5. As your parts in life are
- {*ppointed you by divine Wifdom and Provi-
dence, ftrive that ye may excel in them, and
*by that means gain the approbation of the /-
mighty,
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mighty, and be advanced to everlafting Honour < j

and Glory. As G o p has delivered unto you
talents, for the true ufe of which you muft be
accountable to Him, fay not iz your hearts, |

R

The Lok will not reguire it; (remembring |

the fevere punithment of the unprofitable fer-
want, who having received but one talent, hid
it in the earth, and gained mnothing with it,
(Matt, xxv. 25.) but let your duty and inter-

eft put you upon improving diligently what | :

you have received ; that your great Lorbp !
and Mafter, when he fhall come to judge the |

world, and give to every man according as his
work fball be, may pronounce to each of you,
Well done, thou good and faithful [ervant;
thou baft been faithful over a few things, 1
will make. thee ruler vver many thingss enter.

thau into the joy of thy Lord:

!
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