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TRANSLATOR’s PREFACE

s

/A\ S the fubje&t of the following fheets 1§ of deep confidera-

tion, {o 1s it of high importance, whether we confider it irt
rr‘im ct to natural or revealed religion. The ancient Atheifls, as
Anaximander; Democritus, &c. founded their 1 Impious t( nets on
the hypothelis of Matter lu ing the firft anc Auul pring 11 , to the
exclufion of all immaterial {ub ftances : their’ 101%*\(" In In«
fidelity, down to the modern m:}f'g have done the fame; noi
1ndeed 1s there any other foundation, weak as it 1s, on whichthe
odious {yftem of Atheifm can be raifed. That the abfurdities of
a dotirine, which banifhed all wife defigns and final caufes from
by plain
unfupported affertions, fhock the common fenfe of mankind,
(who are prone to the belief and worlhip of a God, whillt un-
tainted in their morals and education) the author ,dl‘(l abettors
of this Hll};l(l\ <,uplmul their invention to form theories,
whereby to account for effeéts without caufes, at leaft without
adequate caufes ; as by maintaining the eternity of the world in
its prefent form ; or, where this could not ]z:xi"\, by advanc ing at
leall an (-lcn»il_\‘ of Atoms, which, by the dire&ion of chance

the creation and government of the world, might not,

and a lucky jumble, f:.xmw ned at laft to form themfelves into the
prefent order ly mundane f{yftem. And as they were no lefs puz-
zled te account for life, confe ioufnefs, and intelle :tt, upon their
corpufcular plan, they found themf{clves reduced to 1‘)(‘ n(((”lty
of J[L.idlll“ to matter, under particular modifications, certain
,n" > powers which are abfolute ly inconfiftent with it’s known

ential properties, ,Hlnmmu the foul to be nothing but a more
de W.(,«m (m"i x'vmml configuration of Atoms, and the -mental
operations to proceed from the mechanical motions of rarefied
matter ;- thus making the princ iples of life and underftanding to
be only the modes of that which has Im*.l:mlg vital or in!n”lgt"l'
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uw\\;..\‘
fults on the underftanding of mankind

'd efforts to deftroy tl

as {o many impudent
as WCIL a 0 nman WIK

» comfort of every 111«‘1\'1" jave been

] and confuted, that Atheilm as a {yitem no
's head, but hides itfe i nmiur falfe covers, and

more {pecious forms ; 1t does not prefent 1t-
1, but as the whited fe nul«hn-; (im':: not pro-

1 the Maiefty and exiftence of Almighty
ght)

to undermine his attributes, as may
t direttly oppoling the immorta-

1 CLIY

urs {o
of him;

!lli‘. :“y"

\

falfe reafloning to invalida \‘!-'*
an erroneous and corrupt philo-
asalfo a eapacity, at leaft capa-

1{ations

fophy afcribing Intlux to matter,
of thinking, and a I.m tive power of exciting lc¢
leas and intelleétion, according to

>y
[

man, and thence deriving 1
\theiftical maxim, LViailefi in tntedeciu m.vml non ///xz/\ fuit

erceptive fac ulty of _the nind alone,
folpliest < o, SRR PSR 1

!ltl natur ;l};lﬁ therciore, dI«L’] 1§81
o

whereas it 1s the
LLHUCR
1

oives to fenfe
A

e latter 1s deflitute of

naration of the loul from thé DOAY, ti

. i1 othe IR tl nd, by the
ife s or. in other words, 1t 1s the 10ul ‘.llmll‘«l 1¢ m}u by the
medium of rightly-difpofed organs, that Teaches to  the objeét,
and not the objeet that imprefles the mind by any infl l\ih powel
therein.  Yrom & like delulion™of “errol it 15, that fome Pave fet

A hes
, up Nature, as gfirfl prin iple, inithe place of God, whereby to
sy 4 a for pHyfical operations and pre luélions ; whereas Nature
18 iung 14 1tfelf, any more than Chance, but a mere word
. ... without ady meaning or 1dea belonging to it, if confidered in
"7 anv othef view than as that {yltem of laws whereby Almighty
Awn Gad usholds this vifible world, and pr yduces the infinite vanety
' of iy 1d effeéls in it, according to an eftablifhed and regulaz
{ubordinate ¢ s and means: and confequently,
1 111\\i;ufui Nature, as afelt-
: MOVl God ot the honour due to his
¢eve Ma ; 1 &3 cr an idol of it’s own framing., As
3 therefore: a falle phil hy tends to banifh religion from the
minds.of men, {o a ) 0l ¢ .hwl frier n”\ to
t Thi I 1 1 ) ¢ h as v ‘,l'r.ﬁ of the 1[1‘
'i.,u‘..\,.‘_., nd Stoies, that the APoiLLic ins with vain li\\('il,(ul.
11. 8. whereas irue philofopher 1s he, that with an humble
and relisious attention conliders the 3 orks of the Lord, and the
( ',\ulfiw;:‘. of ' his hands, that lo/trom the things that are made
and do appear, he may attain lo 2 nal knowledg \ f
Le
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the invifible things of God, even his eternal power and God.
head, Rom. 1. 20. So that to {peak againlt true philefophy, 1s to

ad,
/

and wondaers, as

{peak againft the knowledge of God’s worl
id againft the right ufe that fuc h

manifefled in the ('l’.'tiiw!l, a
i even

intelle€tual improvements lead to. It is to this rig
to bring us to a nearer acquaintance with God, both as he 1s the
God of nature, and the God of our falvation, that our Author
has ":,e*{tim\m. his philofophical talents throughout 1m\umml.;<,l s

writings ; and in this fhort Tra€l, which he ftiles a Little Lucu-
bration | Lucubratiuncula’] he has, for the ufe of thofe who have

minds turned for {uch inquiries, laid down fome maxims on'a
fubjeét of greater concern than it feems to prefent at firft fight,
and léading to the knowledge of fome momentous truth in

Divinity.

T 1 n r 1 P -

[he doétrine of Influx, as afcribec tter, and {o making
S o o : " « -
this the foundation of knowledge of the affettions in the
Tl b ] { 1 Atheifin than is generally
toul, pProac 5 nearer to corporcal Athellim than 1s generatly

wwined, as it aflions to matter f””“.“" and pre-eminence over
{pirit, whulft it reprefents the former as an attive Pl.’ﬂﬁll‘l«', and
the latter but as a paffive {ubjeét deriving all'its furniture of 1de
| ntelleétual imorovemer 1 S n: and tl! » the re
and eiect improvement thercirom ; and thereirore the re-
1 { N S - A
figious "I'heift 15 concerned, irom principle, to oppole a dottrine
that {irikes at the root of natural religion, and that fuperior ex-
£, TeRE N WY Y AR AN :
cellence of the foul above matter, which aflords the beft n.-ml,«l
argument {fupport of it’s immortality. But the Chriftian 15 {till
more nearly interefled in this fubjett, as the prin iples'of his re-
ligion difcover to him the dignity of his extrattion as a fon ot | ’
God, and as exalted to a participation of the .1.\.‘1;- paturéan. . o o

p f A - v N

Chrit ]“Hm; e 18 ._}‘t to conlider the 1 D «{\‘

which he 1s e inveited, as a toul cn

,
prifon-houfe, flanding as a partition-wall betwixt him_and hi
> {

["‘.'rrlluli‘ that his true 1:!13l)14,‘lr'1 Ii.(‘, which 1s hi I()\k and
| o : ; : .
Wildom, 15 in and from God by Influx and”Emanation ; and

S | v v o B { arid } | ‘.1 - s -
t}v(,‘i"ll 11C 18 dl Preierit trea and pouna witil s mai 'Illl‘r\rll 1,
< i

with {fwaddling-cloths ot his infant-ftat '.w(ullwmmn n b2
} T i | L £ g 1 ) h f
e dies to the 10Ve i werial , ¢ aavances 1 nis mx'l |
. v Y 1 { ] q ? ] ¥
tual growth, breaks 1is bands alunder, ai d rifes into the I:!; Ity §
v
les of our Jl\!\ -/

of the lons of God, But though the princ iim- )
ligion do teach us thefe truths, and thouch they are in a {ort
allented to by Chriftians, yet they are not effe (1:.;']}'lw’.‘:va‘mln),
or underftood in the ground of a “true T heofophy, but by a few :
thus for inftance, that life i1s from God they readily own, and
call him the Author of it; butthen they conceive of it as a_gilt |e.
ouce_given, and afterwards fubfifting in them _i_\__unli as .z‘m
P Ba plmuph.




| by Continual Influx, juft as the light m

does not {o wel
|

God 2.!‘{ ’l.";"lvi'll” on ("".f" ‘H" ndt
>

pxmmlwlc detached fros
ds from God

caufes for i1t’s cont

COITIC {‘A\l':
the {fun bv a continuous emanation from it, and conf 11¢ 'w'\‘ 14
an{wer by comparilgn to an arrow from his
qui\'v:g as to a flream from his fountain ;: and we are more pro
perly {aid to live from God than 4y him. It muft be confe{led
that this view of our dernivative exifience from God by Infl

adds greatly to the {enfe of pur dependence on him, as knowing

that “in him we live, and move, and have our being.” Aéls

. ¢ 1 1 1 v seley ] }
xvii. 28. and do hereby properly acl dge the life of God
- SR R P ST S el B ” R :
in the foul of man, which, 1n I}I ite, 1 aivine lie ;
] ! ] {» I o R ¥ ot Ty p 2
and where 1 s othcrwiie, the Caule l1es I1n the abule of iree-wiil

1 1
T n 1

and mifplaced affe¢tions 1n the recipient, according to that maxim
{7' G 1 reciptiur, re ‘,“,',‘, aa moayum reciplentis.

A : .
{ itielt to the obe-

/
o AR 3 : =y
PN A A A L A 111 4 G )
1 he pronenels or tic numan mind to con

jetts of {enfe, ;u;m\; to the inordinate love of the: and thefe

, R :
{trengthened by example and cuftom, do fo fam ze material

I

1 4 1 | arned | y ¥ 1
nature to the thou 'hits both ot the learned and unlearne d, that
ORGSR RS S A e O 5 .
by degrees they become as it were chained dowpn by 1t hence

1

it is that fo great a number fall under that predicament of the
C ]
.

,"\‘lmhii, ¢ Senfual, having not the Spirit,” Jude 19, And hence,

that the theori
rally carried 1t for matter again{l {pirit, whilil the few, of a more

’

(
{ Fa ¢ 1 D e 1 ]
s of {peculative and phanoiopnic men llave gene-
5
'

. o i ‘
refined and difengaged under{ anding, have been treated by them

as whimfical and enthufiaflic,

e o 1s = . IRET c. 1
this prevailing propenfity to materialifm proceeds Sad-
: , S
n religion, denying all {upernatural appearances and ex-
traordinary communications with the {piritual worlds, though it
. Y Ml ST 1 | { 1e has he f t
1s evident that fuch dupenlations have been from the

the .\'xxxl:"xwlwlzn“ tull ot them, not only in the

l’AlH.‘:tl]x. I“l.( aftex !}z"m\w‘ > ol the law . nor 4) w

; s Y 1
¢ people ot God pleaded the ordinary «
1 I

Ie (E llml

ot the tten word, and fettled miniftrv, againfl the
need of them (as 1s fo much the cuftom at thisday): bu
them as [pecial tokens of the divine favour, and higl
3 1 1 ! 1
"(‘ | X

their church ; nay, lamented the withdraw
forrowful 1, on occafion of the extraordinary
21 nat the \\‘n‘\i 9] wyl'.l‘ L }\l was prec l
was no open vilion,” 1 dam, 1l 1. D0 1N

:
fee not our tokens, there i1s not one pro-
i

1 ) . 1 1
Prov. xxi1x. 18. . * Where there 1s no

TS : _‘ e
perith.” Nor was the higher dilpenfation ot
:

tinuance of

1 1
iperiede the occalional cor
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thofe times, St. Peter quotes the pre “‘..H'\‘ of ;
the gifts, both of prophecy and vifion, to be difp
laft days, and concludes his exhortatic n to his heare
them, that ¢ The promile was to them and to their
* to all that were afar off,” Aélts ii. ao. without e
of the extraordinary gifts. Great I

certain pretenders to wildom, to periuade the chu

o
that it is now cut off from all hopes of extr: rdinary favours, nay

! 1 ;-
to tell almofl to a year when everv thing {uper: tural departed
‘ I

] ] ] ] » -
from our Sion; and the belief of this has lomehow or other
it oxnia a1 udd h O 20 e ¢l ke { J E
itrar iy prevailed imongii 1 undacr the notion ol a more

Y g, R, . o
It were more rational t ) believe, that the

‘ ; ) :
lels the Lord’s peculiar care than it was |

I
» more rational to think, that we are fallen

ich a flate of things, as render them lefs
han in former

[he aroument nfu-
*or occaflion of fuch difpenfations, from
ttianity being now the eftablifhed re-

s with men of difcernment, unl

) | | ORI
licida good unaer the like eftablithment of the '&'1\-

or unlefs more were to be expetted in favour of re

he prelent Auman eft blrfrments, than from {uch as |
he more immediate { perintendence and direttion
dinary Providence. But what have eftab |
done, or what can tl ey do? They can indeed free us

{ecution, that fo we may be at liberty to lead peaceabl

I : , . ‘ (
hves i all godlinefs and honefl 5 and this is confel]

i (Tedls
to be thanktul for : they can alfo beflow this world’s ricl
} ‘ Al 1 ;
lonours on ecclehaftical perfons, or they can take the

but can they. eltablifh '\}(I',' 'n\ alaw ?
y acts ot unitormity ? Can Ii:v'/,' by any methods of
inefs hinder the enemy from fowing the tares of error and
herefly in the g Ik

field of the church, or fubdue the powers of dar
with the temporal {word? Nay, what errors have ey not

fupported ? What perfecutions ha
the beft Chriftians, under pretence of doing God fervice? So
n'l’dl 1O darguj

nef:

ve they not authorized againfl

ent can be urged 1n this cafe from the word Efla-
R - ) - "
Plithment,” fecing that the civil magiftrate can equally ferve the
u [ < o " ’ 1
caule of error, and, like Janus with his double tace, thew like

s Ly gl p \ hsen
rounienance to the doéirines of Rome and Geneva., But where

bad




1s here imtended ag

wracter,
l " s " { hinl o
ion by argument; nor ({(H‘»l.) L think, any

ture, that fuch aone was ever convertea to

1 1.3 : g i
mpardonable fin ; ‘but

o well to ftand in awe, th )
‘ . ] '
van, whoever thou art, that it thou haft
¢ 1t} } Nailk nel M ’ 1
it within thee, Darknels 1s thy name, and
1 ] 1 4
f that 1 {hould be light within thee

is that darknefs! As to that general pre-
Ava o e

ins to excite agamnit all difcoveries by

ns, under th :"1““”"," ‘\"!J_:“ lomina-

it 1s {uthcrent to wer, that our gracious

1 | 4 Wi ld v i
dangerous world, 1f, whillt evil {pirits and
| 1 ) 1.1 1 |
tatioadly ployed to 1 nbie and perplex
y
] were uniupplied with new ]M‘hi\ tox
ty, if the Father of lights were lels
1 1 P sy '
n, than the powers oi darknel are {or
& . <
ut wherefore all this cry againit new 11 tin

ow 1n the |

the ¢race of our Lord and Saviour Jefus
the ordinary means of this knowledge fa
nt for the |:1nl>;:5cn of {al
1 1
pole that what 1§ more
’ 1 1
lves acainft the receiving of hight tfrom above,

or that ‘L}Hlf”;‘!! form or method of In

\ God in thofe ways in which he has not
left open for the more elpec ial difplay of

our more immediate help in every time of

S 1 nfiftent with gratitude or humility.

al and regular methods of

[ vement * God forbia ! ¢ ertainlv .
proven 1t yOO 101014 JOr 1t 1S Certainly our

ligent 1n the ule of them, asthe 0 dimary means of

od

(




.1 '3
(v 3 YDPOINtN s but U 1ro¢ 10 A {
- 1
"'~‘ Ll | QO 1 Y "‘ i I cdll i |
y " ) ; :
1117 boti to hi overg Ly 1 1
1 ‘ 1 : 1
him, ¢ 1 hu awr {halt 1 go, and ’o
’
enough to boaft of rew hts 1n arts and 1Ce
1 ] ( 1
1 wh 1
Fiaionldes
n ) i
4 I
wve them to

An objeétion on this fubjet remains to be cor

ving of {ome¢

1 1
\ |
L wCll

g of others ; an obIl

%] il heart of unt

i
1t
|
optrit
® hal

te incredulity

ligered, "vizZ.
ncouragement,
( Lo

[ 1t,

hat

1 niel .

en known to
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whether they

yrecept
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1
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1
)t r difobe-

lieving their

n they came
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our

Wi 1y underftand the Scripture 3 thefe two wi

nd Soirit, thus « thei imony rrefponding
¢ ¢NCe,.as face reth to face in a glafs. Again, our Lord
bas gra Vi i the fafety and peace of the {incere
Chriftian, by the promife of light, fuflicient for him under any

¢ If any will do his will

¢ [is willing to obey what he knows to be the will of God]
¢t he fhall know of the doétrine whether it be of God,” John

vii. 17. . And as to thofe little deceptions and errors of judg+
ment, which break in upon no duties of religious or moral obli-
gation, they may be compared to the innocent follies of little
children which love their parents and one another.

Secondlv, Asto that common cuftom of calling out for mira«

cles, as the only ¢roof of the commiifion of thofe who make frefh
difcoveries of truth to usj it is to be obferved, that the appeal
to this teft generally proceeds from much ignorance, both as to
the nature of miracles and the nature of truth. That miracles
have frequently been ufed in condefcenfion to the infirmities

human nature, and to ftop the mouths of gainfayers, as alfo
upon other accounts, we are 1o ;:\i\nm‘.wuw‘ with thankful-
nefs, and adore Huun the mighty power of God 3 nay, that
thev have all along fubfifted in the church, and do fubfift, J make
no doubt, nor vet condemn the difbelief of others as to this ar-
ticle ; but that they are neceflary, or promifed to be the )'WIV
evidence to the authority ofrevery extraorc dinary me ffenger, or
new difcovery of truth, does not appear 3 and fhould the I[L.ltll(,l\‘.
yut our miflionaries to this proof of

of the Eaft or Welt Indies j

their authority, it might go near to hazard the fuccefs of their
benevolent labours. Miracles have no neceflury connection
with truth, nor do they enlighten the mind with any knows

of it 3 the reality of them may be ql‘.ci'.i»t:z'(l, or they

y be afcribed to uti:r‘r caufes than the true one (for falfe
prophets and feducing { I} irits may work wonders); the evidence
of them may be refifted, or the force of that (\hluncc may be
overpowered by worldly confiderations and influences of all
which we have examp les in Scripture. Now where miracles
fail of lhul proper effcct, by not proving the means of our
- tion, they add condemnation to the fin of unbelief, and
refore they are often with-held in mercy to the mcruin]ous:
4«‘("()1‘dingl_y’
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cordingly it is recorded of our Lord, that he did not many
mighty works in Nazareth becaufe of their unbelief. But arg
there not other ways of admitting the force even of any kind of
rruths, than by miracles, and thofe better fuited to the nature
of the human underftanding, viz.aby the teftimony of credible
witnefles, by moral evidence and folid reafoning, and above
all, by a purity of intellect in cerfain defrcate minds, between
which and truth there is a certain aflinity or fympathy which
imites them without the  intervention of argument ? Now
where the loweft kind of evidence is fufficient to re¢ quire our
affent to any matter, it ought to have it's proportionable effect 3
and in that cafe, our plea of not having that which is more,
will not be ddmitted as a reafonable excufe for unbelief; and
therefore,

Thirdly, That argument for reje@ing all extraordinary dif
penfations as the fhorteft and fafeft way, on accolint of the ma-
ny delufions and impoftors that are in the world, is not to be
allowed of ; for however we may grant it to be the {horteft, it
will not follow that it is the fafefts It is a very good reafon for
examining, but none for rejecting, where fuch marks of credi-
bility appear in the witnefs; as would challenge our belief in
any weighty concerns of a temporal nature. Many things may
be revealed in a fupernatural way to perfons properly quali-
fied and circumftanced, not only for the benefit of particulars,
but alfo for the ufe of the church ; and where any thing of this
kind is publicly communicated by fuch a one, that cool and
candid remonftrance of the Scribes in favour of St. Paul, againt
the outrageous Sadducees, is worthy of our imitations }:a
¢ fpiritor an angel hath {poken to him, let usnot fight againit
“ God,” A&s xxiii. 9. As to the uncertainty in thefe things,
on account of poffible counterfeits, we are fubject to the like
difficulty in all our temporal concerns, and if we will not pre-=
ceed in any matters without fenfual demonftration; we muft
ceafe from all dealings with mankind s but herein we are con-
tent to alt according to the beft of our judgment; and fo in the
cale before us, from the poflibility of our being deceived, we
fhould only infer, as was faid before, the greater need of cau=
tion in diftinguifhing betwixt true and falfe, purfuant to that
dire@tion of the apoftle ; ¢ Prove all things, bold faft that
¢ which is good,” 1 Theff. v. 21. Befides, much of the un-
certainty here complained of may arife from our/felves, through
wrong prejudices or habits, producing incompetency of judg-
ment in thefe matters 3 for the impiety, the worldl)~miruicdncfs‘

and the vices of men, do both by natural and judicial confe-
aquence
’
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quence blind the underftanding, and confederate with the {pirit
of error in themfelves, to cait a mift of darknefs over the works
and ways of God, fo as to hindef them from feeing any thing
clearly. Norare we to expet thatthe Lord will alter the courfe
of things in this world for eur particular fatisfaétion, or take
away from evil men and evil fpirits the liberty and power of
pradlifing their deceits, till he fhall fee fit to remove them out
of our way: the myftery of iniquity, like all other things in
this world, has it’s appointed time, and till the end of that is
come, Chrift and Antichrift, truth and error, will continue uv
oppo!iriou to each other, as they have done ever fince man’s de
plorable apoftacy s and accordingly we find good and evil con-
fronting and working againft each other in all the memorable
events recorded in the Bible, and in the conflict betwixt thefe
contrary principles both within and without us, lies the chriftian’s
warfare. 1s Mofes called forth to work miracles for the deliver-
ance of the Hraelites? Jannes and Jambres are at hand to mi
mic the divine wonders with their magical arts. Joes
Michaiah, a prophet of the Lord, appear in the court of Ahab?
how is he oppofed by the falfe prophets, who feek to difcredit
his preditions ? Do the fons of God prefent themfelves before
the Lord? ¢ Satan alfo comes among them,” Job i. 6. And
has it been otherwife in the chriftian church ever fince the firft
ages of it ? Nay, does not every one’s experience confirm the
fame? Was the chriftian religion eltablifhed in the empire by
Conftantine, together with that fundamental do&rine of it, the
Divinity of our Lord and Saviour? Behold the deteftable here-
fy of Arius fupplanting it in the reign of his fucceflor! Did a
reformation of the church from papal errors and tyranny begin
in' Germany ? Scarcely had it gained firm footing in the empire,
but it was fhaken and difgraced by the wild uproar of mad en-
thitfiafts, under pretence of chriftian liberty. "Thus does falfe-
hood deck herfelf in the upper garment of truth, that fhe may
fucceed the better in her deceits ; and thus does the devil build
himfelf a chapel at the church door.  We are pafling through a
world of difficulty and danger, where both Satan and lying fpi-
rits incarnate are permitted, for the trial and perfeQing of our
faith, to practife many arts of deceit upon us, as well as many
other temptations to beguile us to our ruiny and here we are
not fo much to confider which is our fhorteft and eafieft, as
which is our beft and fafeft way to finith the courfe of our pro-
bation to the moft advantage: we are not to caft away truth
and error in the lump with a promifcuous negle&, in order to

{ave ourfelves the trouble of feparating them but rightly to-di~
§ » ’ gty ¥
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vide betwixt the precious and the vile, to pluck off the cover-
ing of lies from the defigning impoftor, and receiye with ho-
nour every meflenger of God bearing the marks of fumplicity
and truth. Nor need we to fear falling into any dangerous
miftakes, if to chriftian prudence and circumfpection. we join
humblenefs of mind and finglenefs of heart; for greater is-he
that is with us than they that are againit us, and i his light
fhall: we fee light.

I thall add under 'this head a word of caution to fuch weli-
meaning, but weak chriftians, as, through .a {trong imagination,
or fond defire after, fupernatural communpications, may lay
themfclves open to delufion by too halty a belief .of what may
pafs for fuch either in them{elves or others. And here they will
do well, in the firft place, to check in themielves any growing
curiofity of knowing more concerniag the things of the other
world, than the Lord has been pleafed to reveal in his Word,
or'fees proper to difcover to them by the ordinary methods ap-
pointed for their inftruétion ; for mere curiofity is a dangerous
thing, and a wrong motive to knowledge : it led to the firl
tran{greflion, and has been fatal to many fince, Secondly, Let
them be no lefs careful to watch againft, and to fupprefs the firft
motions of fpiritual pride, for this has generally a greater fhare
in the defire after thefe things than appears to many ;. as for
inftance, a pronenefs to think more highly of ourfelves than
we ought to think, or a defire to be highly thought of by others
for-fuch: diftin&ions, and thence a forwardnefs to. miflake our
own imaginations for divine vifions; the confequence of which
is thinking lightly of the ordinary means of falvation, and of thz
relative duties, and defpifing others : whereas the graces of bu-
mility and charity are far more excellent, and more profitable
to the foul than the knowledge of all myfteries; and the gifts of
prophecy, and working miracles. Thirdly, As the perfons here
fpoken of are of {lender intelle@ual abilities, or of flender intel-
le€tual improvements, a modeft, diffidence in themfelvesas re-
commended to them, and coolly to confider before they are taken
with or pafs judgment upon any thing inthe extraordinary way,
whether in themfelves or others; to refer the matter to the
judgment and advice of fome perfon of piety, experience, and
good life, rather than to depend upon their own underftand-
ing 3 and, above all, to commend the matter to God in prayer
for guidance and dire@ion, that they may have a right judgs
mentin all things p(‘;'t;;ining to their fpiritual condition, and o
neither fall into felf-deception on the one hand, nor the {nare
of the enemy on the other.

C 2 But
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But if 2 word of caution is needful for the over-credulous, 3
word of advite is not lefs proper for the incredulous, feeing that
the right way always lies ‘between ‘the twd extremes, and it is
juft as dangerous te go too far 6n the right hand as on the left.
‘here 'is a falfe philofophy which leads to Infidelity «nd
Atheifm, of which mention has been madé ; and there is a di-
1y which connects phyﬁcs with true metaphyfics,

vine philofop!
EOSOPHY. The former of thefe

and is not improperly termed TR
confines it’s fpeculations to matter, and aims at éxplaining all
appearances whatever from no higher caufe 3 treats immaterial
fabftances as figments, denies all communication betwixt the foul
and the fpiritual world, and fo banifhes man from his own pro-
per country The latter adds to the feience of nature the con-
templation of the intelle@ual fyftem 3 fhews how fpiritual ef-
fences clothe themfelves with corporeal forms s afcends from
vifibles to invifibles, and traces effeéts from their next immes
diate caufes up to their firft caufe, whichis God. - When this
Jight breaks in upon the fou!, fhe as it were ftretches herfelf,
expands her wings, foars above the regionsof fenfe, feesanew
world opening to her view, exults on beholding her original
dignity, and feeis her immortality 3 nay, fhe feems in a fort
to have already entered upon the bleflednefs of it, through a
faith more luminous than the brightnefs of the fun, and a love
ftronger than death. One can fcarcely indulge a f{cope on this
fubjed, if under any degree of i’ influence, without a touch
bf divine enthufiafm. Two philofophers of thefe diftinct claf-
{es differ more widely than the towering Fagle from the flutter-
ing Bat ; the ideas, the fentiments, the feelings of the one are
all earthly ; thofe of the other heavenly. 'T'he one guefigs and
ftudies, and with labour ratiocinates to give plaufibility to his
fyftem, and at beft fees things as by the feeble glimmering of
whilt convicion flafhes on the mind of the other

the ftars;
from that {piritual Sun, whofe light in it’s effence is Truth, and

whofe heat in it’s effence is Love.

Tt is almoft unaccountable on the firft view of the cafe, how
men can fo willingly engage on the fide of unbelief, in matters
fo highly interéfting and defirable 3 for moft pride themiclves
in their knowledge 5 whereas incredulity is the negation and
grave of k#owledge, and only ferves to expunge ideas from the
mind. Whatéver fuch mayfayor think,theyare asvoid of all lauda-
ble ambition ard dignity of fentiment, as a worm of the earth;
und the vileft reptile that crawls upon the face of it, has a more
¢ligible condition than theirs : But mean and defpicable as fuch
a'choice is, it may be accounted for. A mind diffipated by the
S N love
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love of pleafure, contrated by an evil covetoufnefs or fordid
ielfithnefs, corrupted by evil communications, or polluted with
vicious habits ; thefe and other aflignable caufes will natprally
produce a backwardnefs, and by degrees an invifible averfion to
a1l ferious and effe€tual attention to the things of God ; and as
{fuch are in no condition to relith them, and yet under {fome-
thing of fear concerning them, they feek by falfe reafonings to
fortify themfelves againft the belief of them, than which laft
there cannot be a more dreadful ftate of the foul, as{uch natu-
rally become mockers at fpiritual things, hardened through un-
belief, and at laft given up to a reprobate mind. O the de-
plorable blindnefs of thole who lie down like the ox or the afs,
full of meat and drink, nay, full of fin, without thinking of
God and their poor fouls; without thinking that they were
created to a capacity of commynion with him and bis holy an-
gels, or without any defire after it, and rifing up as they lay
down, without any fenfe of his mercies or their need of them !
Thus, giving to the prince of darknefs and his evil angels free
accefs to their fouls and power over them, and fo palling thro’
a fhort courfe of folly and fin to a fearful end.

It is faid in the prophet Amos, ¢ Surely the Lord God will
do mnothing, but he revealeth his fecrets unto his fervants the
prophets.” He bath donethis inold times, and is hea vari-
able God, that he will not do the fame in the laft times? Is he
lefs communicative, or his fervants now lefs dear to him ? This
cannot with truth be faid. The deluge, the deftrution of So-
dom, the liberation of the Hebrews from Egyptian bondage,
the revolutions in the kingdom of Ifrael, their victories, cap-
tivities, and difperfion ; the great Reftorer of the true Ifrael, the
ftates of the chriftian church, it’s apoftacy, and it’s reftoration
1n the New Jerufalem Church (one great fubject of our Author’s
writings) with numberlefs ‘other particulars, have all been
revealed by the Lord to certain of his chofen-ones before thefe
freat events came to pafs ; and can we {uppofe that the laft of
thefe, which is the moft concerning of all, will want it’s previ-
ous meffenger to prepare the church for it's approach ? It has
long been a time of trouble and of treading down, and
fhall there not be a time of refrefhing and raifing up, when
the children of Zion fhall be made joyful with the glad ti-
dings of the Coming of their King ¢ Shall the profane
infults, rebuke, and blafpheray of the enemies of our faith con-
tinue to mock the patient bope of the chriftian 3 and will not
the Lord fend fome enlightened Seer witha meflage of peace
and comfort to his people, fome Caleb to teflify unto them of

the
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hich he hath feén, and alfo bearing Wwith him
ruit of it, for‘their ‘encouragement’ to go up to
v has done this'in the perfon and writings of the

1
Emanuel Swed
has been favoured with an open'vilion of the

nborg, ~ who' for thefe five-and-

twenty vears paft has beer
{piritual worlds, and ftill continues to enjoy the fame, and to

communicate to his brethren many ‘curious, wonderful, and in-
fruétive difcoveries, relating to his converle with angels and the
1er Writings &

things of their kingdom, as may be feen in his otl
{o that infidels'can now no longer ‘plead’t challengéin excufe
for their unbelief s * Shew us'one’ who ‘can teftify of thefe
things from his own knowledge, and’ we will

m ‘)L’)'\"/(‘ ',“ k‘(ll‘

witnefs, and a ' crediblé’ one’ too, is alive this day. i

a

bave conve with him ' at'different times,!and ‘in company
with a gentleman ‘of a learned profeflion and of extenfive in-
tellectual abilities ¢ we have had a confirmation of thefe things

L his own motth; and have récéived his teftimony, and do
both of us confider this our acquaintance with the Author and
his writings among the greateft bleflings of our lives. “We can-
not doubt but that the fame evidence, which has appeared credi-
ble to us, muft appear the {fame to many others; and where men
of liberal min and ‘education think “otherwife, -a‘ fingle line

will amicably fettlethe difference betwixt us, viz.

Veniam petimufque damufque wiciffim.

But where any wrong bias, bigotry to a fyftem, worldly in-
tereft, or a confirmed habit.of unbelief, lead any to a determin-
ed oppofition, there argument muft lofe it’s force on any {ub-
je€t, for non per fuadebis etiamfi perfuaferis.

As the Author, when in Fngland lait fummer, ;was called
upon in a letter from a friend (to the truth of which I-can ful-
ly teflify) to give fome account of himfelf for the reafons there-

' R
in fuggelted, (hisanfwer to which letter I have tranflated and

annexed to this work) there is the lefs occalion to enlarge on
lowever, we can-

what relates to/liis perfonal circumitangces.
not. but take notice here of the kind and honourable treatment
he continues to meget with in his @wnicounry, asa ¢ ircumfitance
which does hondur to the Royal. Family, the Grandees, the
Senators, and the Bifhops of the Swedifh nation 3 for every
o us in the name of a Prophet, a Meflenger
Seer. with credible marks of his Miflion, 1s

WE

one that comes ¢
of the Lord, or.a
1 ed to high refpedl from fuch diftinélion of cha-

certainly entitl
1 ‘I'bat Baron Swedenborg’s life, qualifications, and high

Ia i 4

sretenfions, have paffed through a ftrict fcrutiny in his own
coun'ry. as to every part of his charaler, moral, civil and

divine,
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ine. 3e oo } lauhtedarand. shat. he intaing dionity
wine, 18 not to be doubted 3 and. that ¢ maintains dignity,

¥
efteem, and friendfhip there with the great, the wife, and the
iy ;

good, Lam well informed by a gentleman of that

efiding in London 3 and from whofe mouth I could relate an
inftance of the Author’s fupernatural knowledge, as well known
in the Court of Sweden, and not to be evaded or called
queftion, if the fa& be as is related: butas I have not the
Author’s leave for this, I think not myfelf at liberty to mention
it. Thus far I think that the credibility of Mr. Swedenborg,
as a witnefs to the truth of what he relates, ftands unimpeach-
ed : the extenfive learning difplayed in his writings, evinces
him to be the Scholar, and the Philofopher; and his polite be-
haviour and addrefs befpeak the Gentleman: he affes no
honour, but declings it 3 purfues no worldly intereft, but (pends
his fubitance in travelling and printing, in order to communi-
cate inftruction and benefit to mankind ; and he is fo_far from
theambition of beading a feé?, that where-ever he refides on bis
travels, he 1s a mere folitary, and almoft inaccefhible, though in
his own - country of a free and open behaviour ; nor does he
perfuade any to leave that eftablithed church to which they be-
long. Till very lately he as not fet his name to any of b

s
Theological works: he has nothing of the precifian in his
manner, nothing of melancholy in his temper, and nothing in
the leaft bordering upon the enthufiaft in bis converfation o
writings, in the latter of which he delivers facts in the pl

ftile of narrative, fpeaks of his converfe with {pirits
ingels with the fame coolnefs that he treats of earthly th;

as being alike commonto him ; he provesall points of doctrine
from Scripture-teftimony ; always connects charity and goos
life with true faith, and 1s upon the whole as rational a divine

as L ever reads If thefe parts of charadter may be allowed to

gain credit to his teftimony, Ithink it may be prons
cerning him, that he is the moft extraordinary Meflenger from
God to man, that has appeared on earth fince the Apoftolic
age, and that he may properly be called the Living
thefe days. = As to his writings, the fubjels of them are con-
fefledly, not only new, but greatly interefling 5 fuch as the Spiri-
tual Senfe of the Scriptures, many of the moft difficult and
hitherto unknown paflages of which he explains by the rule of
Correfpondences, fhewing how things fpiritual are reprefented
orfignified by things natural : he lays open to view the errors
which have been introduced into the church, and {till {ubfift is
it, and eftablifhes the fundamental articles of faith on the di
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vine duthority of the Sacred Writings, without quoting the
authority of any man, or offering any thing in the uncertainty
of opinion. In his charaéter of Seer, (which fome in derifion
perhaps will call vifionary, though both the office and name has
been honourable in the church of God in old times) he draws
afide the curtain which divides betwixt mortality and immorta-
lity, and opens a profpect into the world of fpifits, prefent-
ing to us the different ftates of fouls after death, théir com-
munications with angels and one another, their preparation in
the middle ftate (not according to the figment of a Romifh
Purgatory) for final blifs ot mifery; and numberlefs other
wonderful difcoveries relating to their condition, the different
claffes in the different communities of angels in their refpec-
tive heavens, and likewifé to the infernal kingdom. Of thefe
he treats profefledly in his book De Ceelo et Inferno éx auditis
¢t wifis; which is but a fmall part of his works: it would
require a volume to give even a general charaéter of them
all, and therefore I fhall forbear to particularize here, oh+
ferving only that the amazing treafure both of curious and
ufeful knowledge exhibited in his writings, concerfing things
natural and revealed, moral, philofophical, and divine, does
not only far excel whatever has come down to us of Hermes,
Pythagoras and Plato, but even furpafles, in importance of
matter and extent of difcovery, all that the Fathers have
written or Divines have taught.

On the firft view of things fo firange, many will be apt as it
were to ftart back, and to paufe with a kind of f{urprize; and
upon finding them fo different from their prefent ideas, or hav-
ing no ideas at all about them, they will be inclined to rcjcf}
them as fable or delufion. This may be the cafe not only of
fuch as are chained down to their prefent belief or unbelief,
but even of fome lefs contraéted and fixed in pre-conceived
opinions; but men of enlarged minds, improved by a liberal
education, are not fo hafty to condemn what they cannot im-
mediately clofe with, but will give 4 fair trial to what is offer-
ed, and admit of fo much as the nature of it’s evidence de-
mands ; and to fuch I addrefs myfelf with refpectful deference,
recommending to their perufal the Author’s Latin works as
worthy of their attention and remarks. In this great variety of
materials, many things will be found better fuited to fome than
to others; and there are alfo many which may be pafled over as
matters of indifference 3 but let us not quarrel with variety,
but take that which is fuited to our own apprehenfion and ufe,
and leave the reft to others, remembering that the Lord is good
to




b

T =N

-~

el

Vi -

w =

A, Wi, TE. B BE, HEs

to all, and not only provides for us things neceffary, but alfo
for change, entertainment, and delight, as well in our fpiritual
asin our natural ftate; Let it likewife be obferved, that in
things relating to the condition and laws of the {piritual world,
we are not to fet up our cuftomary ideas, or the philofophical
notions we may have imbibed in this, as an adequate meafure
of truth; for things fpiritual and things natural are diflimilar
and heterogeneous, and yet; when compated in the light of
true philofophy, they are analogous and correfponding : but then
the mind muft familiarize itfelf by degrees, and a habit of ab-<
firaflion, to the contemplation of fpiritual fubjects, before it be
able to form proper and fatisfaCtory ideas of them, and then
it may; for the capacity and faculties of the human mind are
immenfe, and by fuitable difcipline and exercife may even in
this life be accommodated to the re ception of celeftial f{cience.
Few men, perhaps;even of a philofophical genius will be able

1

at firlt to comprehend the Author’s meaning in thofe parts of
the following T'reatife, where he {peaks of that Spiritual Sun,
whofe light in it’s eflence is wifdom, and whofe heat in it’s
efience is love ; and yet; upon an attentive confideration of the
difference betwixt eflence and form, and between the different
natures of things {piritual and things natural, this m 1y appear
very intelligible. We are apt to conceive of wifdom and love,
only as modes of thinking and fenfation in the foul, whereas
they are really principles or {piritual eflences communicated by
Influx from God, the fountain of all eflences, and received by
the foul ad moedum recipientis refpectively. It is believed by
many, thatlife is communicated to the ¢ggs of animalcula by
our nataral fun, and though this is falfe philofophy (for life
being f{piritual cannot proceed from mere matter) yetthis pafies
without any violent outcry againft it.  Where then is the abfur-
dity of fuppofing firft, that in a Spiritual World there thould
be a Spiritual Sun? for this is acc rding to the rule of rational
analogy, as {piritual bodies muft have light accommodated to their
conditiony as well as natural bodies ; and fecondly, that a Spiri-
tual Sun fhould ferve as a medium or vehicle, under God, of
communicating what is {piritual to fpiritual creatures both in
foul and body. J'Zvrry thing has an eflence as well as a form,
for without effence there could be no form ; they are as foul
and body to each other, but the effence is of {fuperior dignity
and confideration, and yet they correfpond to, and are frequent=
ly expreffive of each other. Thus wifdom, both in feripture and
by an on!in.xry form of fpeech, fignifies the light of the foul;
and fire is thé nblem of love perhaps in every language : {o
D that
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that the common confent of mankind feems to have borne tefti-
mony to the truth before us. But this is not the place for
philn(kmhi(‘n] enlargements.

Some readers may afk here, how the Tranflator, amidft {fuch
a variety of curious and ftriking matter as the Author’s writings
afford, came to fix upon a dry, philofophical fubject, which
perhaps few relifh or underftand. ¢ We want (faythey) to hear
¢ what this man of vifions and revelatious has to tell us con-
¢ cerning the ftate of angels and departed fouls; how they go
¢ on; whatare their offices, delights, or fufferings; whether
¢ they remember any thing of their former mortal ftate, or are
¢ able to recognize their old friends and acquaintance in their
¢ new condition of exiftence, with many other interefting
¢ particulars.” To fuch I will give the following honeft an{wer.
This query did indeed prefent itfelf, and for fome time ftuck
with me ; but the following reafons prevailed in favour of this
choice. In things fo extraordinary as thofe which relate to the
world of fpirits, where every paflion of the human mind is
concerned, fome will fo {trongly oppofe our prejudices, fome
the common belief, fome the unbelief of men, to fay nothing
of their novelty, thatfuch a coolnefs nf judgment, and “fitnefs of
difpofition, as are needful to give them a due confideration and
reception, are to be expected but in few; andthereforé fgme-
thing in the preparative way is thought prudent to offer, in order
to gain them admiffion. Secondly, this little fketch' of the
Author’s phi f{ophical talents, addrefled to the learned, may
{erve to evince, that he is no lefs the Scholar, than the Seer or

true Vifionary, and confequently one whofe great intelletual
abilities do not render him liable to be impofed upon by the
deceptions of a weak judgment or warm imagination. And
laftly, the Tranflator is too well acquainted with the pulfe of
the times, torifque, by a larger publication, a lofs that might
prove inconvenient to himfelf; he therefore makes an experi-
ment in a few fheetsat a {mall hazard : heoffers fome valuable
pearls, at a reafonable rate, to fuch as may be willing to buy
them ; and if no purchafcrs can be found, he muft be content
to thut up his thop, and take leave of the market.

It will be thought high time to have done with {o long a pre-
face to fo fhort a work, as the porch may perhaps already ap-
pear tQo large for the houfe 5 and yet, after what hasbeen faid
for the ufe of the reader, much more remains behind; but a
raeafure muft here be oblerved. As our highly diftinguithed
Author, who isalfo eminent in the fchool of human literature,
writes to men of underffapdjng; fo his humble ‘T'ranflator

follows
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follows his fteps in this Addrefs to the Honourable and Lear
ned Univerfities of this Realm : as the hand of 2 mean meflenger
may be allowed to bear a rich prefent to his fuperiors; for by
that name I muft call every thing that comes from our Author’s
pen; and as this Little Lutu’nr.ltiun, though printed, was never
publithed, fo it might never have come to their knowledge but
for this tranflation, which I offer to the public, chiefly asa
means to introduce the knowledge of his other Latin works,
which, though long ago printed, remain yet as a treafure hidden
in‘a ficlds but 1 have found it, and having enriched myfelf
thereby, am defirous that others mav partake of the benefit s
and fhould any of the Worthies in thele our Celebrated Semi-
naries of learning and philofophy be led, by this information,
to dig in the fame mine, and then, like Scribes inftruéted to
the kingdom of heaven, draw out of their treafure things new
and old for the benefit of their brethren, I fhall rejoice to be
found even as an under-fervant to men of fuperior talents fo

profitably employed.

I'hall only add, that attempts bave been made to render fome
pieces of our Author into the Englith language, but hitherto
without fuccefs 3 for though his ftile is fufliciently eafy, and
unperplexed with that kind of claffical Phrafeology and Idioms,
affe€ted by fome dark writers in _the Latin tongue, yet a juft
tranflation of any part of his works, will not be found fo eafly
a tatk as may be fuppofed ; his fenfe often lies deep, and as the
matter he treats is new, much relating to Angels, Spirits, and
other worlds, where all things are of different condition, cha-
racter, and circumftances, from what the mind is accuftomed te
confider, therefore here a tranflator, if he means to be of general
ufe, muft alfo do the office of an expolitor, and not only render
one language into another, and feek for {uch expreflions as may
beft convey the fenfe of the Author’s words, but likewife help
the underftanding of the common reader by an occafional fup-
ply of notes, wherein to illuftrate what is obfcure by apt com-
parifons, and to fuggeft fuch leading ideas, as may bring him
to a nearer apprehenfion of his fubject, and fo facilitate his
conception of the truth contained in the text : and I particularly
recommend it as ufeful to all who may hereafter undertake to
tranflate the writings of this extraordinary Author, that they
beftow on them fuch a diligent and ferious perufal, as may be
fufficient for a thorough underflanding of themj and this as
well for their own improvement, asfor the benefit of their
readers. How I have acquitted myfelf herein, muft be left ta
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the decifion of pm'wr judges ; however, it a fatisfaCtion to me
that I have done my beft, and with a good intention

Reader, adieu ; and think not ill of thofe who wifh and la-
bour only for thy f"hllll 1l welfare. Timeis fhort, and eternity
is long: good and evil arc before thee: angels of light and
{pirits of darknefs are w ith thee; and heaven or hell is the
{ure end of thy journey through this life : confider well then,
O traveller, where thou art, and whither thou art going : re-
fufe the evil and chufe the good : love thy true friends : make
the moft of thy time and the beft of thy way ; and I wifh thee
aood luck in the name of the Lord
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THEOSOPHIC TREATISE

On the NATURE of
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HREE different opinions or hypothefes have been ad
vanced, to account for the communication between
foul and body, and for the operations of the one on
and jointly with the other. The firft hypothefis attempts to
folve the matter = from Phyfical or Natural Influx, that is, from
body atting on fpilit: the fecond, from a contrary Influx, o
from ('pirit ;:Hiny) on body : and the third,
S)'mputhy or Harmony between
tion.¥

The firft of thefe, viz. Phy
l.‘l][;u‘y '

from a fettled law of
both, eftablifhed at the Crea-

fical Influx, takes its rife from the
of {enfible appearance: thus the objefts of vifion, by
ftriking the eye, feem to produce the fenfation of fight in the
foul ; fpeech, to excite that of hearing, through the imlm:f
fion made on the ear by the motion of the air; and fo in like

manner as touching the other f{enfes. Now, as the organs of
fenfe are in conta&t with the material world, and as the faculties
of the mind feem to be effefled according to the impreflions
made by matter on thofk organs, therefore the old philofophers

and {chool-men adopted this hypothefis of Phylical or Natural

Influx.

The fecond hypothefis, called Spiritual Influx (and by fome
Oc vfional Influx), is founded on the true order and nature of
!}lill;"'s; for the {oul being a Illlilitll;ll {ubftance, and un;.’?v!uvrlii"
of greater purity than the body, as alfo of an higher and interior
nature, it follows that it muft have the pre-eminence and influ-

cnce




\ce over that which is more grofs, as being inferior and exterior
to it: or, that' the l)nnrﬁxlml. which 1s f}mihmi, thould exercife
agency and rule over that which is material, and not contrari-
wife ; confequently, that it is the foul which fees and hears
through the rightly difpofed organs, and not the latter that con-

-

veys fight and hearing to the foul.

The third hypothefis 1s called, that of Harmony, or Con-
fent eftablifhed by the Law of Creation; which 1s founded on a
falfe conclufion, that the foul aéts jointly and at the fame n-
flant with the body; for all ()p('hf!iu]) is firt fucceffive, and
then conjuncttive, or fimultaneous with the thing aéted upon.
Now fucceflive operation is called Influx, and fimultaneous ope
ration is called Harmony; as when the mind firft thinks and
then {peaks, or firlt wills to do a thing and afterwards aéls. A nd
therefore it is nothing lefs than a deception from falfe reafoning,
to oo about to eftablifh fimultaneous operation, without firft allow-
ing that which 1s fuc ceflive. Befides thefe three opinions or
hypothefes, concerning the communication betwixt foul and body,
no other can be conceived; for the foul muft aét upon the body,
or the body upon the foul, or both in conjunftion by confent.

o. Forafmuch as the doétrine of Epiril'\ml Influx '(m the ope-
ration of fpirit upon matter, and not v, v.) is founded upon the
order and laws of the Creator, therefore it is received by the
wifer part of the fearned world, in preference to the other two
; for every thing that is according to true order, 1s

opinions ;
truth; mow truth by a native kind of evidence carries with 1t
a degree of clearnefs, evenin h}'pmhmir matters, though thefe
be but as the twilight of reafon. The obfcurity in which the
us is involved, may be accounted for {rom human
ionorance concerning the three following particulars: 1it, As to
the nature of the foul; 2dly, As to what we are to under{tand
bv the word S])ilirml; and adly, What i!;’ Influx: wherefore
thefe three things are to be explained in order to a rational com-
prehenfion of 1t; for what is merely hypothetical is pot truth

{ubjett betore

itfelf but only conjefture concerning,it, and may be compared to
a piéture on a wall confufedly feen by flar-light, which the mind

foures to itfelf according ‘to the reprefentations which fancy
)

orves it; but when the {un 15 rifen, and we behold 1t in clear
lay-light, the whole appears diftinét 1n every part according to

ol
tmue delineation. In like manner, the truth here invef-

it's

tigated arifes out of the obfcurity of an hypothelis into the
101 . | £1685¢ ! s v

licht of evidence, when 1t 1s once clearly known what i1s the

difference between things fpiritual and things natural; edly,
the true nature of the human foul; and gdly, How this

1S Q¢
Ieceives
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recerves 1t’s Influx from God, and tranfmits it throy oh the per
ceptive faculties of the mind to the body. But thefe things can
only be taught by one, who, l‘I'll)ll!')Il the divine favour, has been
allowed to hold communication with angels in the Spiritual

World, whilfl in the body with men in the Natural World: and
as this privilege has been granted to myfelf, 1 have been enabled
to make them manifefl, as may be feenin a book intitl d, De dmore

1'41/////;;/‘1/1.“'" Who does not, or

at leaft may not know, that the
bleflings of divine love and of a true {

av ing faith, [ 4 num amoris
& verum fider | are the gifts of the God of love and truth; do pro-
ceed from him by way of Influx inté the fouls of Chrif
ixll(l]v('ilmll)' L‘.\'f)t'li('m('.l i their minds; and flow from their

thoughts 1nto their words, and from thei wills into

tians; are

then
attions? And that this is the fource and procedure of 5‘.,.1‘

tual Influx, thall be made appear in the following articl
I. That there are two diftinét Worlds, the one Spiritual, 1
which are {pirits and angels ; the other Natural, inhabited by t
human race. II. That the Spiritual World did exift and does
{ubfift proximately from it’s own Spiritual Sun, and the Natural
World in like manner from it’s own Natural or Material

I1I. That the Sun of the Spiritual World is (as to it’s effence)
pure Love frem the Lord Jehovah, who is it’s center. IV,
from this Sun proceed heat and light, and that
ujuiu:p) from 1t is in it’s eflence Love, fo the JE«J" t proceeding
from 1t 1s 1n 1t’s effence Wifdom. V. That both this He:
this Light communicate with man by Influx, the Heat with his
Will, therein producing the blefling of Love, [bonum amoris
the Light with his Intelle&t, therein producing the docur

ne

Su

¢ .

I'hat
as [h(' “«'.H pro

L .li‘.i

4
| Ailld

ments ot
Wifdom Luerum Jap:
y

prentie). V1. That this heat and this light,
this Love and this Wifdom, are emanations from God 1n

conjunétive Influx [influence | into the foul of man, and throuo!

O

tt | the foul | into his mind, affe@ions, and thoughts; and are fron
thence derived into his corporeal fenfes, {"i‘.{.\'LL‘]‘ and attion
VIL That the Sun of this Natural World is pure material fire,
and
* The fcétions referred to in this Latim work are as follow
No. 326 to 320, No.315,No. 380, and No. 415 to 422, The tranflatc
once intended to tranflate, or at leaft to abridge, the memorable pal '
telerred tohere and elfewhere throughout this little piece: but a 1o

the lormer would fwell this traét to the fize of a volume

o

them would bé doing injuftice to

relations of {o e;
ture, and the

refore he refers the reader to the ori
il abyndantly reward both his pains and ex
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ind that from or by this fun did exifl and does fubfift thi§ out
world of Nature. VIII. Hence it follows, that whatever proceeds
from this Material Sun, confidered in itfelf, muft be void of Life
IX. That the Spiritual principle invelts itfelf with material na-
ture, as man does humfelf with his garment. X. That Slriri: thus
in man, renders him capable of being a ra-
)] and moral agent, and {o at once both i'}\irimul and natural
/[ iritualiter naturalis|. XI1. That the receptioni of this Influx
to the ftate of Love and Wifdom in man. XI11.
That the Human Underflanding may, by due culture and im-
provement of the rational faculties, be elevated even to'a degree
and the human Will, if the life be good, be
feraphic love; but then fuch an elevation

s con-

clothed with matter
t
|

1s according

of angelical wifdom;
kindled into a flame ot
of Love can only take place, where the will and praétice are
le to the di€tates of Wifdom in the underflanding. XITE.
That the cafe is quite otherwife with the brute creatures. XIV.
That there are three degrees of order, both in the Spiritual and
in the Natural World, hitherto unknown, according to which the
Jaws of Influx have their operation. XV. That the Ends pro-
nofed, (or that for the fake of which any thing is done) as they are
irlt in the intention, fo are they firfl in order: In the {econd de-
. of order, are the Caufes or Means ufed m;\ccmnpii(h thofe
And in the third degree of order, are the Effets, or the ac-
XVI. That the nature and pxou’f» of Spl-

ritual Influx may be elucidated from the foregoing priu('}ph'«,

hich fliall now be diftinétly, but briefly confidered.

complifhment itfelf.

L

That there are two diftinét Worlds, the one Spi-
vitwal, in which are Spirits and Angels; the
other Natural, inhabited by the Human Race.

3. THAT there is a Spiritual World inhabited by Spirits and
Angels, and that of a very different nature and conftitution from
that we live in here, is a truth much doubted ot by many, even
in the Chriftian World, and that becaufe mo Angel has come
ven to declare it unto them, and no man, whilit
And therefore,
1 by
fuck

down from hea
in the body, hath afcended up and feen it.
ihat ignorance in this partic ular may uo longer be pretende
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fuch for an excufe of their unbelief; and left, by a moft fatal de-
lufion, they fhould fall into that fpecies of Atheifm which afcribes
all to Nature; the Lord hath been gracioufly pleafed to give me a
view in Spirit, both of the heavenly and hellifh kingdoms; {o th: t
I can, from fight and experience, declare that there are two
Worlds intirely diftinét from each other, the one in which all
things are fpiri?ual, and therefore called the Spiritual World;
the other in which-all’ things are natural (mat(fl’ial), and there-
fore called the Natural World; that Spiritsand Angels live in the
World that is accommodated to their condition of exiftence, as
men do in that which is proper to them; and alfo that every
man paffes through death from the one to the other, in which he
continues to live to all eternity. This declaration concerning
both Worlds is premifed, that the doétrine of Influx, now before
us, may be opened in it’s true ground and principle, for the Spi.
ritual World influences and attuates the Natural World through-
out, as well in'refpet to men as beafts, and is alfo the principle
of vegetation in trees, plants, and all vegetables.

IL

That the Spiritual World did exift and does fubfift
proximately from it’s own Spiritual Sun, and
the Natural World in like manner from it’s own

Natural or Material Sun. zw/' e an Infwinenn,

4. THAT the Spiritual World hath it’s own proper Sun, as
well as the Natural World, is becaufe they are diftinét and of
very different conftitutions, and becaufe each derives it's origin
proximately from 1t’s own Sun: now a world in which all thilegs
are {piritual, cannot proceed from a Sun which is the fource of
things natural only; for in that cafe Phyfical Influx would take
p](_lcr.‘, which is contrary to the laws and order of creation. That
tlns_}nxorld did derive it’s exiftence fromit’s Sun, is alfo evident
from the doftrine of canfle and effeft, inalmuch as it d::.pn‘x::i:on
the Sun for it’s fubfiftence 1n the Wholéand every part of it:
now it’s fubfiftence indicatés the caufe of it’s exiftence, accordingto
that maxim, “Subfiftence is continued eXIMENCe T conlequently, if
the Sun were annihilat#d; this {vorid“mm;iﬁﬂ into a chaos, and
that Clllaos into nothing. That the 51.\311'!’.(& World has it's own
jSun <l¥iti:15} from that of our Natural World, I can teftify, for I
have feen it: it appears like a fiery globe as qur Sun does, nearly

g of
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\f the fame magnitude, and at about the fame diftance from the
Angels with that of the Natural Sun from us; but it neither
rifes mor fets, being ftationary in a middle altitude between the
zenith and horizon_ or forty-five degrees: hence it is, that the
Angels-enjoy pcrpclual light and a perpetual {pring. How does
the man of unenlightened reafon (whilft a firanger to this truth of
a Spiritual Sun) wander in the mazes of a falfe philofophy, when
he applies himfelf to confider the deep {ubjett of the creation of
the univerfe, and how apt to fall into that fatal delufion of afcrib-
ing it to blind nature? On if he chances to flumble on this truth,
¢« That nature takesit’s birth from the Sun;’ then by a ne lefs dan-
gerous error, to miftake the Sun for the Auther of the creation.®
Nor will he be better able to underftand the nature of ¢ Spiritual
Influx, unle(s he knows the origin of it, for all Influx, whether it
be {piritual or natural, proceeds from it’s own proper Sun: thus the
internal fight of man, which is that of his mind, receives it by
way of Influx from the Spiritual Sun,and his external fight, which
is that of the body, from the Natural Sun; and both thefe influ-
ences operate in conjunétion, as the foul does with the body.
Hence may be judged, what blindnefs and infatuation of mind
they are fiable to, who go about to philofophize on thefe fub-
jetts, without knowing even the rudiments of truth, for their
minds being furnifhed with no other ideas than what they borrow
from nature and the fenfes, and confequently void of all {piritual
light, threy may aptly be compared to bats, which flutter about in
the dufk of the evening, without any diftinét view of the objelts
before them: nor is their infatuation lefs than their blindnefs, for
judging of fpiritual things by a falfe meafure, they bewilder them-
felves and others with their vain reafenings, and fo are loft in the
labyrinths of error.

I11. TFhat

% This is the cale with all thofe ignorant philofophafters, who in.
their inquiries into and reafonings upon natural things, {top at {ubor-
dinate caufes, and alcend not up to God, the hrft of all caules, and:

the adorable Ux'igu‘.;\l of all beings.




III.

That the Sun of the Spiritual W orld is in 1t’s E[-
{ence pure Love pm((ulmw from the Lord Je-
hovah, who is 1t’s Center.

SPIRITUAL things can only proceed from Love as
their root, and Love from no other fource than the Lord Je
hovah, who is Love itfelf;* and therefore the Sun of the Spi-
rittal "World, whence all {piritnal things iflue as from therr
founfain, is pure Love originating in God, \\'ho i1s the centerx
thereof: this Sun is not God, but an emanation from God, and
may be confidered as the proximate {phere of his glory ifTu-
ing from himfelf, and 11\111«! forth his divine influence to the
circumference of creation. B\' the inflrumentality of this Sun
Jehovah created the univerfe, by which we unde rftand in a com-
plex fenfe all the worlds, which are as many in number as the
ftars in the expanfe of the material heavens. " That the work of
creation ‘was performed by the means or inftrumentality of that
Sun, which in it’s effence 1s pure Love, and fo by the omnipotent
[rhm.uh 18 becaufe Love is_the very L”(Il((‘ 11/#J of life, and
\Vl(dum i1s the ffmn m\ /w:J of lll(- hum the eflence, .md by

LSVe throughWiTdom all |]|1|1<", were created, as 1t 1s (h clared'BY
the apoltle”Jolin, chap. 1. The Word was with God, and the
* Word was God; all things were made by him, and without him
‘ was-not any thing made that was made; and the world was

made by him.” By Word here is meant the diyvine principle of
‘thh ‘(/m////m/ Uz)uw\ or the divine wifdom:+ and accordin 'l»
1t 15 calle d, “The lm(- light which I shteth every man that cometh

mto th( volhl, his being the \»I(\‘ ¢ of the divine wifdom by
means of divine nml:. They who deduce the origin of the
worlds from any other canfe than that of divine lu"\v:' by the
E 2 operation

8. Love 1s of God—for God is love.

itly to the divine

1 Johniv, %3
t That the offic i cribed 1

1at the office of creation is aferibed indiff

Worp | Ad[®- | and Wifdom, appears from many places in the facred

writings; thus, ¢ To him that by wifdom made the heavens,”
.1 R
Plalm cxxxvi. ¢ The Lord by wildom hath founded the ear.h,
‘. P » )| 1' M
b Frov. iy, ¢ Hath eftablifhed the world by his wifdom, and the

* heaven by hisunderftanding,” Jer. li. % Lhewaorlds were fra ncd

y the word of Go 1, Heby %,
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operation of divine wifdom, are under the like delufion with
perfons in a delirium, who miftake the fhadowy images of a wild
irregular fancy for real fubflances: no, there cannot be any
other origin afligned to the ftupendous, harmonizing work - of
univerfal creation, as he may readily pérceive who knows how
to trace back effefts to their ultimate or firlt caufe. As God
is one, fo there is one {piritual Sun, whofe effence is pure love;
==and as that which has it’s effence and exiftence in and imme-
**diately from God, comes not under the predicament of extenfion
«=and fpace, fo having no relation to fpace, though every-where
in it | whivis in_fpaties abjfque fpatio] it is not comprehended or li-
mited by fpace :* thus Divine Love isalike prefent in the center
and circumference of the univerfe. Even common reafon has
fome faint notions how the Deity fills all things by his prefence,
and upholds them in their office and rank of creation, by the word
of his power; but how much cleaver are it’s conceptions of this
truth, when it has attained to any competent knowledge of the
true nature of divine love, and n a fort to apprehend howin
conjunttion with divine wildom it intcnd.s the ends, ufes, and
good of the whole? How, by it's Influx into the fame wifdom,
it provides and direfls the fit caufes and means leading thereto,
and by it’s operation through wifdom produces the effetts which
giye accomphfhment to the whole ?

1V.

That from the Sun of the Spirimal World proceed
Heat and Light; and that as the Heat procecd-
ing from it 1s in 1t’s Effence Love, {o the Light
proceeding from it 1sinit’s Eflence Wifdom.

6. THAT divine lave is expreffed in {cripture-language by

the word Fire is well known; nor is it an unufual thing for
preachers

* This may in a meafure be underftood by the operations of the
human mind, as alfo by our ideas of wifdom, goodnefs, joy, peace,
&c. which bear no relation to diftance or fpace. However, let it be
noted, that though fpace orplace cannot be predicated of the Spiri
tual World, yetthe Author throughout his worksaflerts, from his own
experience, that there alfo is the {ame appearance of both as here, and
even a much greater variety of fenfible objeéts, for that ipirits and
angels being clothed with (’piritual bodies have their fenlations as
well as we, and thofe far more delicate,
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preachers, in their prayer before the fermon, to pray tha:(xh\“ hea-
venly fire may kindle holy defires and affettions”in ‘the hearts of
their hearers : the reafon 1s, becaule fire correfponds to love as 1t’s
properemblem, and thereforeis put for it:* ch»a*c it was that
God appeared to Mofes in the bufh under the form of fire, as
likewife'to the Ifraelitesinmount Sinai, and alfo commanded fire
to bekept oburning . continually on the altar, and the lamps
to be lighted every evening in the tabernacle, yiz. as (:‘o.uc(-
ponding ‘emblems of divine love and divine light or wifdom.
That from: this {piritual fire of love proceeds even fenfible heat,
appears from' it's effe€ts in human  nature, c{'pccia]_]y where the
pailion of love becomes exalted to' any degree’ of fervent zeal;
nay, the warmth of the blood, which is the v?ral heat both in
man-and otheranimals, is no other than the effeét'of that love,
which 'is the proper - principle of life in both: fo likewife the

hellith

*That olitward material nature does, in all it’s parts and pxuninc-‘
tions, an{wer or correfpond to things inward and f{piritual, as the
eftype to it's prototype, or as face to face in a glals; many have had
fome glimmenng fight of, and many traces of this knowledge are to,
be found in the wifdom of the ancients: their mythology was foundcd)
init, but it became lofl in‘fable, and corrupted by the ‘inventions of
the'poets.  This doétrine of correfpondences, was originally the ke
to all myfteries, and the mirror of God in nature: it continued longe(
among the Egyptians, and was that learning in' which' NTOTes 18 1a1¢
have bm(lmﬂ l\icmgly]‘yhic.«‘. are the laft remains of it; bug
the knowledge of thefe, and of the language, which expreffes (piri-
tual things by natural, has now been long loft in the W(\rid, and only
remains with our author, who'is poflefled of it." He afferts that the
Scriptures are chiefly written in this language of correfpondences,
(and fomething of this truth has been retained in all ages of the
church) and has given us large {pecimens of it in his interpretation of
Genefis and Exodus, in his Books called, Arcana Caleflia, and in his
numerous relations of the Spiritual Worlds, ex auditis €3 vifis ibi, and
gives us hopes of his obliging the world foon with a key to the an-
riu\t,,hmeMhh,s. He has {bewed in many parts of his works, that
the moft ancient church of all (1. e. before the flood'and the general
corruption and .q'u(hcy that occafioned it) made ufe of the natural
emblems and figns, as the original language, for their inftruétion in
divine things, and to lead them to the Creator, that true God whom
they wminippcd; and that afterwards idolatry took it’srife from men
lofing fight of God 'in his works, and worfhipping the figns, inftcad
of pafling through them to what was /i\‘;uijud /,), them, and that for this
caufe he gave them in mercy a written language and law, to remove
from them the otcafion of their idolatry,
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hellith fire s no other than'a contrary love of malice,difcord, and
violence.* « Hence it is, according to the doétrine of: correfpon-
dences, that divine love has it’s vifible reprefentations to the an-
gels in  the {piritual world, under the foxm of a fiery Sun like
our’s on earth, and that their fenfible .degree of warmth from
it, Is in proportion to their receptivity. of that love from the
God of love. . It follows by conlequence, that their hight from

that Sun has it’s manifeftation according to the fame law, ' for
i

love and. wifdom. are infeparable com anions e(fgﬂgigr and
form | ¢ffe. & e,\'zr/?cmv‘; T(Tr'LtTw former manielts itfelt and pro-
QU7 iLs elle s’?l'ﬁ'mxgh the latter, according to the quality
of it's form: analogous to this, in‘our world, 1s the heatof the
Sun . in . {pring-time, when, uniting with the light, it gives, ve-
getation .to  plants, &c. and {6 on to- fruftification. (Butindeed
common language teftifies to this, truth, as when 1t is faid, that
man’s heart 1s warmed by love, and his underftanding enlight-
ened by wifdom.} I have often feen that {piritual light, which
fo far exceeds our npatural Light, that it may be called bright-

nefs

* The hellifh kingdom has alfo it’s correlponding reprefentatives in
outward nature, as well as the heavenly, viz. in poifonous and noxi-
ous plants and gnimals, the diftemperature, of the elements, &c..''So
likewife in men, who render themfelves the {ubjeéts’ of it's malign
influxes. This may. be })i{‘i.umd to usin the npl\omc charatters and
difpofitions of a {ociety of chriftians, animated with the {pirit of di-
vine lpve and philanthropy, and that of an incenfed outrageous mob,
nflamed with. the wrathful fite of revenge and crueltyt herein the
properties of the two: Spiritual Worlds manifeft themfelves in out-
ward nature, in which, as in a theatre.or material exhibition, {piri-
tual good and evilare difplayed. :

+ Thefe forms of expreflion perhaps' run through all'languages,
and, with a thoufand like inftancesy atford a proof of the'dottrine of
correfpondences, or the analpgy between ilm‘mm\ and natuial things,
being, as 1t were, congenial to the human mind, or rather, by Influx
from the Spiritual World, adapting the ligns 10 the things fignified
by them: and as this appears by the confent of all languages, fo el-

yecially among the Eaftern mations, whofe parables, allegories, {ym-
Ln]:\, and emblematical forms-of {peech, beal teftimony to thistruth;
and where human artand invention have the fartheft departed from
this original natural Janguage, in any nation, we there find the
greatelt ambiguity and - uncertainty introduced, and molt occafion
given for fophiflry and equivocation. Hence it is that the' know
ledge of right and wrong 1s fo Pcrplcxvd and confounded by words
of doubtful meaning, affording infinite matter for chicanery, difpute,
and wrangling, But what is this but Babel? :
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nefs itfelf, as fionified to us by that comparifon of our Sa
viour’s raiment at his transfiguration, when they became ¢ thi
“ ning, exceeding white as fnow, fo as no fuller on earth can
“ ' white them.” Now, as ‘mxllu.l[ light 1s wil lmn, therefore our
Lord calls himfelf, « That ki 1oht which lighteth every man ;" and
alfo, ¢ The true light ;" he being eflt mml?\ the divine W ord, the
divine llUln or the divine W ifdom. It 18 commonly fuppofed
that the atm.ml part in man, which is called the light of na
ture, 18 from this natural world, ‘\!vvnzx; it [nmvwix from the

light” of the fpiritual Sun: Nor do external objetts, rendered

vifible by the light of the natural Sun, convey fi :‘fvr to the foul;
but the {eul, by it's vifive faculty, (]IA((]II\ them th mn gh the cor
‘mn‘\l ()lg.uhnf vifion: were 1t contr: ariwife, Phyfical, not Spi
tual Influx ‘would be eftablithed, which is contrary to the truth

f our doétrine.

. &

That both this Heat and this L ight communicate
with Man, the Heat with his \‘. i}, therein pro
ducing the Blefling of Love [bonum amoris ],
and the Light with his Under{landing, tln rem
pu.riu(mo the Documents of Wifdom [verum
/u/)[()t(‘(d’

7. IT muft be allowed by all who rightly confider this fub

B’ o
ject in it’s due extent, that every thing created by God has re
lation to fome fpecies of goodnefs or ‘truth ; * therefore i:
that

1

% The common reader will not fo readily {ee the truth of this
axiom, through not fufliciently confidering that the two principle
in the divine nature are, firft, Goodnefs or Love, and fecondly
Wifdom, and that the divine energy, ox fanilum procedens, can only
manifeft them in effeft and exiftence; and confequently, that
whatever is not J.(.‘_ordlmg. or (nru,.lmnf{c:;[ to goodnels and truth.
muft owe it’s original to {fome other caufe, as being contrary to
laws and order ot God in creation. This doétrine, right tly i“ fued
would open and decide that quuhun which has {o pn/ zled the phile
1“1)ncr> of all ages, viz. 1180y 78 xaxdv; \\Y nce come r:\'.." 3
this is not the p]du, 0 enter upon that fubje
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that in man are two receptacles, called the Will and the Under=
ftanding 3 the former for the reception of Good, the latter for
the reception of Truth, feeing, that thefe two principles con«
ftitute his proper life: and as 2ll good is from love, and all
truth from wildom, fo they may be alfo fliled the repofitories
of love and wifdom. Now, that good is the offspring of love,
appears from hence, that whatever any one loves, he confe-
quently wills or defires it 3 and when that which he fo defires
takes effe@, he ranks it under the denomination of Good. In
like manner truth may be called the child of Wifdom, as fhe
is the effence and fource of every fpecies of truth. * Truth,
reduced to pradlice, has alfo in it the nature of good, and fo
i eAMed Bonum vers, Without a diftint and clear conception
of thefe two receptacles of life in man, viz. the Will and the
Underftanding, weinvainfeek to knowthe true nature of Spiritual
Influx, fince they are the proper recipients of it : - the will re-
ceives the good iffuing from the love-principle [bonum amoris],
and the underftanding receives the truths which flow into it
from the €ountain of wifdom, and both originally from the
Lord Jehovah, who communicates them through the {piritual
Sun, in the center of which he is more eminently prefent, and
mediately by the angelical heavens (or miniftry of angels):
let it here be repeated, as touching thefe two receptacles of
life, viz. the will and the underftanding, that they are no other-
wife diftinét, than as the heat and light of the fun; and that
as the will receives into itfelf the heavenly heat, which in it’s
eflence is love 3 fo the underftanding rececives into itfelf the
heavenly light, which in it’s effence is wifdom : and as the hu-
man mind receives it’s Influx from the Spiritual World, fo does
it in turn communicate the fame to our words and actions; for
fpeech derives it’s Influx from the will through the underftand-
ing, as our aftions do receive their Influx from the underftand-

ing through the will, and therefore all they who allow of In-

flux, as operating on the underftanding, but not alfo -on the
will, and build their reafonings on-this fuppofition, know
and treat their fubje¢t but by halves, and may be com-
pared to perfons who, having but one eye, can only{ee ob-
jefts on one fide of themj or to fuch as, hzxving loft the ufe
of one hand, aukwardly bungle with the other; or to cripples,
: who

* Accordingly the fon of Sirach ftiles her, ¢ The, root of wif-
dom ;" and, under another figure, faysof her, that ¢ {he raineth down
{kills and knowledge of ‘underftanding,” Ecclul, chap, i,




ho cah only fet ohe foot to the ground. Let what has thus
briefly béen offeted fuffice on this propofitiony viz. that {piritual
heat influences the will of m i, and therein produces the good of
love [bonum amoris], and that fpiritual light influences his
underftandiniz, and therein produces truth from wifdom
[vetum fapientie.]

VI

I'hat thele two Principles of Heat and Lighr. or
Love and Wildom, are Emanations from God
in one conjunétive Influx into the Soul of Man,
and through it [ the Soul ] into his Mind,; Affec-
tions,and Thoughts ; and are thence derived into

his corporeal Senlfes, Speech, and Aétions.

8. SPIRITUAL Influx has been confidered and treated of till
now, even by authors of fagacity and penetration, 43 begina
ning in the foul, and fo pafling into the body, and not as firft
proceeding from a highet fource ; and yet we believe, or preteénd
to believe, that every good and perfeét gift, whether of good-
nefs or true faith, iffues from God as it’s fountain, and in no
wife from the nature of man. Now whatever {piritual good is
communicated from Geod to us, firlt enters the human foul,
and through it pafles to the rational mind, and fo on to the
corporeal {yltem ; and to go about to trace Spiritual Influx from
any other original, would be to a&t like one who fhould firft
top up the {pring, and then feek for water at the ftream ; it is
as though one fhould derive the exiftence of a tree from it’s
root, and not from it’s parent feed, or ftudy to eftablifh a con-
clufion without preceding principles ; for the foul is not life /% ' f
in itfelf, but only the recipient of life from God, who is the g
OAI‘lVI‘:’ fountain of life in himfelf ; and as Infux muit be from a
principle of life, fo confequently from God. In this fenfe we ¢ if ¥
are to underftand thofe words in Gen. ji. 7;  The Lord God €ea 4
‘¢ breathed into his noftrils the breath of lives, and man became } '

a living foul.” By which expreflion is meant, the endowing
man with the perception of what is good and what is true, #7 . Yo
[oons et weri.] Our Lord likewife declares concerning himfelf: 2,4,
¢¢ As the Father hath life in himfelf, fo hath he given to the =
“ Son to have life in himfelf,” John v. 26, Now he that hath 74/ Ao
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life in himfelf is God,* and the life of the foul is life pro-
ceeding from God. As then all Influx is originally from a
{n.l]tlp]( of life operating in and llnough it’s proper recipients,
and as the firft and principal recipient in man is the foul, there-
fore, in order to a right conception of the nature of Influx, we
muft ground it primarily in God, and not in any intermediate
caufe ; for otherwife we fhould take from it it’s firft moving
principle, and fo eftablifh a dotrine which might be compared
to a chariot without \vlu_a]s, or a thip without fails. This be-
ing the orderly proceeding in which this fubject is to be con-
fidered, theretore we began it with treating of the Sun of the
Spiritual World, in the midft of which is the refidence of the
Great Jehovah, No. 5 ; and of the Influx of Love and Wifdom,
and (‘fmﬁ'vucmly of life from it’s original fource, No. 6 and
% 5 i{hewing that life is communicated fmm God to man, firft,
to his foul ; iuoml), through that to his mn\l or af lu.hon.
.u.mlls; and |m, to his corporeal fenfes, fpuﬂ], and
.xdn( ns, iuch being the Tucceflive progrefs of life from firft to
12l for in man 1LL foul is firft in unlu, then the mind, and
I- .1H\ the E’?ﬂ) Now'to the mind belong two vital princ lplLb,
which conftitute it's pmp\r1'ﬁ" m}’\/\ ill and the Under-
ftanding ;5 the lifc of the will is good flowing 1g from L och[Z;amm'
am orrﬁ and the™ derivations or o }spxm«r of the will are the
affetions : the rn,ﬂt life or fubfiftence of the umkrﬂundmg is
frutn Nowing from the Tountain of V\ if{dom vaumﬁzpmnim‘],
e derivations or offspring of which are the thoughts: and
laftly, the Tife of the body confifts in the corporeal fenfeg,
fpec ¢ch, and®™aCtons s and that tluf( procudum from the foul
through the mind, have their mani dl‘rt'o 111 nutw.nd nature,
ac wrdmg to the laws of order, 13 well known b\ CVCI‘V mtcll.
gent perfon.  The human foul, as being the {uperior fpmtu.ll
fubftance in man, receives it :‘Tﬁ flux imme dmtux from God ;
the mind, as an inferior fplrltu.ll {ubltance, receives 1t's Influx
from God mediately through the Spiritual \ Woild s and the
Body, being of that nature “which is called Material, receives it’s

[nflux froim (/ud muh.xtcly ’hlmwh mc natur al w orld That
S ——————— e eremap st — s vt ko

D

* Therefore Jefus Chrift, by the union of the divine effence,
[ Jehovah?) with the human nature, calls himfelf ¢ The way, the truth,
and the life,” ftiles himfelf « The refurreétion and the life.” and
complains of men, ¢ that they will not come unto him, that they
might have life 3 for the true ipum al life, which is here meant, pro-
ceeds htmn the Godhead { Jehovah] I}wmwh the humanity of our
Lord Godand Man, in intimaie and hypmi«ug union.
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the good arifing from Love [bonum amoris], and the truths pro- |
ceeding from Wifdom [verum [apientiz], are commumc;nu} from
God to the foul of man conjunctively or in union, but in the
inftant of Influx gre feparated or changed by thofe who are not
the paflive {ubjects of their operations, will be fhewed in what
follows.* "yl Ky ({,/_;»' 2 10 o Now s 2y fud

$acriliy o) Wiy con)ady pow ey

VIL-:" ‘

That the Sun of this Natural World is pure
Material Fire, and that from,or by this Sun, did

exift and does fubfift this our World of Nature. |

9. BY nature, or this mundane fyltem, we underftand the
atmofpheres and earths which we call planets, among which is
Fa the

* This doétrine of Influx is not {0 to be underftood as if it took
any thing away from man’s free will, for without this liberty, he
would be ;:!)‘ulmdy im',lpuhlc of regeneration, and of being con-
firmed in goodnefs. This liberty is the gift of God to man, as much
as goodnefs and truth, and that by which he is enabled to appropriate
thele to himfelf, as the governing principles of his happy life and ®
meetnefs for glory, Angels and devils are both alike grce. 11k theyr /7 "7
chojce, the former in chufing the good, the latter in “chufing the % FaAglreyy
: 3 Sl 5 s ; AR peitd 1220 f Joinai
evil ; but having confirmed themfelves in their- choice 1‘t‘(l>1'(ill\’h'1)', Af "Wy /P *
they change not, Itis otherwife with man in this life, for herc he ) ”

\d

may repent and change, for outward nature is the ground in which Ak chiie, ¢ |l
either good or evil by choice and habit gains a form in the foul, takes 7 ‘10 1o
root and grows up to eternity ; though even here allo the power of"/ 71
inveterate habits may approach nigh to an im\»u”il)lli!y ol change. #/ " o

In this world man ftands between the two kingdoms of good and evil : fd J 2
the angels of both have accels to him, and f{olicit his choice and f
fellowthip, and their « fervant he 1s,to whom he is obedient,” Rom, “,’ “Jy
vi. 16. Hence it is that the good Influxes from God (and from him 4 ‘ w/
come no other) are changed by the evil nature of the fubjeét or re- ol 11‘.
cipient into their oppofites, good into evil, and truth into falthood : **

{o painted glafs changes the colour of light, and venomous ,mim;’lw,v/'/{[ c 7 A
convert wholefome food into poifon. Thus fome arc faid to change floeve .
the truth of God into a lie, Rom. i, 25, And thus the Spirit of . 7 = /e

truth, when in the mouths of the falfe pml)lu't.v, is called, « A lying q
{pirit from the l.ord.” 1 Kings xxii, 22, 23. So lomg pervert the “ge
golpel of Chrift, by wrefling of Scripture to favow their crrors.and, ¢ ~oc Fove
il 3. P) ciling | ; :
Cvilways.
) 1 p ( ’) ,/t 4

AC i 6y /7 ¢ Z‘o




the'terraqueous globe which we inhabitj with® all it’s furniturg
and every thing vifible'in it and upon it; and that both this and
the other planets owe their fubfiftence to the fun (which is not
only the center of thcir révolutions, butalio, !»y a kind of im-
mediate prefence, {upplies them with lght and heat fuited to
their occafions) every onc may gather from the information of
his {enfes, or from the writings of natural philofophers. Now,
as they de nu the {ub mh m(. in u:v. it {c lux\, by a natural
dec unmn of reafon, that they derive allo their exiftence from
it, feeing that ‘“““Mi_‘_}f-“ll_ﬂ"“'“'!“‘ implies a_continyation of
firft c.\:lllu.(.r,, and (”)nTmJuwuuv that this natural world was
created by God through the inftrumentality of our natural
fun.* It has been obferved before, that Spiritual and Natural
things are tot: l]ly diftinét as to the condition of their e \'Hc'nm-,y

'nn.k'nt the origin and f{ubfiftence of .‘»} iritual things are de-

rived from Il:.xt fun, which in it’s eflence.is pure love; and in
the mid{t of which the Great Jehovaby who is the Creator and

upholder

* As doubts may arife in'the minds of fome, concer ning the agree-
ment of this doftrine of pur author with the Z\Iuiau account of the
creation in Gen. 1, becaufc after mention therein made of the wa-
ters, the dryland, and the vegetables being created, God faid, ver,
14, ¢ Let there be light in the firmament of the heaven,” &c.and in
ver, 16, ¢ God made two great lights,” &c. let it here be obferved, that
all that can be gathered thence, by thofe who fuppofe that to be an
orderly and fucceflive account of the creation of this mundane {y
tem, is, that the particular office of the {un in conjunétion with the
moon is there firlt mentioned, viz. their enlightening the two hemi
{pheres of the earth by day and hy night, JH(I not that the fun was
uncreated till the fourth er' and llus or the following reafons :
Firft, becaufe, before the creation of the fun, there could be no divi-
fion of days: Svc()n(“_\', becaufe God is faid, ver, 1, to haveé ¢ cre
ated the heaven and the earth.” Now the heaven being mentioned
firft, we muit llml‘()fc the fun (which is the center and fountain
lumm.uy of the material heave n\) to have been firlt in that part of
creation, for the center in order of nature is before the expanfe
therefore all things tend to. their center as to their{ource, and the
foul in it’s true (lirc«‘iim‘ to it’s center, whichis God. Thirdly, in
ver. 8, God faid, ¢ Let there be light;” but we know of no light in
this our natural {y (u m, but what proc eeds mediately or mm.(«h itely
from the {un. Fou 11”11_\‘ in ver, 12, we read that ¢ the carth brought
forth grafs, herb, and the tree vy lLl ling fruit;” but we have no xd( a
of any fuch vegetable produétion \vn}mm lulu heat ; and thereforg
to fuppole, that the fun was not created i1l aftcrw ards, is a fuppofis
tion gontrary to the order of God in nature,

’




upholder of the Univerfe, has his more efpecial manifeltation

ce: and by parity of reafon it follows, that natural
I

n like ‘'manner, are derived from and {uitained by our
matetial fun, and both from God, and this 'as évidently asthe
effet follows from it’s caufe. And th: t this our natyral fun (from
which our whole planetary fyftem de i

18790 2in) 18 purc
fire, appears to a demonfiration from it's efFedts in the focus
of a burning glafs, from the d gree of it’s in an exact ratio
to the angle of incidence, made by it’s rays according to the

different n'i;:‘.:‘.rc-.. and

11
tenhibia
arc utter

aions of the year, and
xperience in numberlefs other inftances. Thesy

{trar

i to the forementioned diftinétion of the origin of
thi Spiritual, and of things Natural, are apt to confound
both, and to conclude from the deception of the fi nfes, ot
from falfe reafonings, that Spirit 1l things are n

thing more than a purer kind of m: I and {ublimate

by the «"M'I"Liun:; of heat and l“,; quently 1t love
and wifdom proceed from no higher ori il they find that

whatever objects prefent themfelyes to  their fight
touch, &c. are fo many diff l(lll(()l'l)()hn.!l form
neoully infer, that all inteleftual things are
natural foq ch, and fo become

g imell
, and {o erro-
from the fame
Nataralifts or Atheilts,* whofe
wifdom mly be compared, according to that vulgan

!

proverb,
to lwlmnu the cart before the horfe ;” whereas the true phil
opher, who rightly diftix iguithes things according to their pro-

per eflences and lources, confiders this nutural world but as

the <‘-';t\'}-;: or material reprefentation of the Spiritual World it’s

ar( !Mt‘,'iw;; he difcerns that all Influx is Spiritual, and as fuch
proceeding from the foul to the ngkl\', d that the organs of

the latter are no other th: m lo many vehicles or mediums where- /1
n\ the foul materializes it’ $ operat \m‘, i outward nature, and
gives to them corref ponding forms.

All they who argue on the
contrary

I

i
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eft in'intelle 7 P
wod non_prius fuit in Jenfu s whereas itis ohvicus, that metaphylical 4 e Loy

trutlis have no relation 16 objettsof Tenfe. It was on the fame falle Lfe L4
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Hence that ab 11. d maxim of 1gnorat men
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Matter, do, in their realon-

eontrary fide, viz. for Influx from
2 kg i SRR . . )
refemble the retrograde motions of the C€rad; and how-

1

mngs,
ever they may think themfelves quick-{i;
are only like Argus afleep, or with his eyes {hut ; nor are all
f creative nature and

ted, as Argus, they

their boalted conclufions 1n  favour of a
co-extended God, any other than the wild pioductions of a

difordered mind.
VIII.

Hence it follows, that whatever prov(-(-dx from

this Material Sun, confidered in itfelf, muit be
void of Life.

¢, EVERY one that rightly exercifes his intelle&ual faculties,
and is not governed by mere fenfe, 1s capable of knowing, that
Jove in it's eflence is a vital principle, and thatit’s form is Spiri-
tual fire; and that, on the other bhand, our elementary fire,
confidered in itfelf, is deftitute of any fuch vital principle, and
conlequently that the Sun of the Spiritual World, which is pure
love, muft be replenifhed with life, and that our natural fun,
which is mere fire, muft be void of life 3 and that therefore
every thing that procecds from them muft partake of the nature
of their refpe&tive fources. There are two principles that pro-
duce all effedls in the univerfe, viz. Life and Nature ; and we
cording to the true law of divine order,

then think and fpeak
when we maintain, that the living, fpiritual principle within,
influences and actuates external nature; but it is not fo with
thofe who placé inanimate nature before and above the living
principle : fuch are our Naturalifts who invert the divine order,
and give nature the pre-eminence over fpiritythat they may jufti-
fy to themfclves their fenfual indulgences, whilft they live in a
total nesleét both of the rational and fpiritual life. All fuch
deceivers and perverters of the truth, whether they be called

Atheifts here, or Satanic Spirits in the kingdom of darknefs,

T are ranked, in Scripture-language, under the denomination of

o B yk»"ld""“‘ dead : thus in Pfal. cvi. 23, * 'I'hgyjoincd tlw’mﬂ:lvcs un-
ey on v “ 10 Baal-peor, and cat the offeripgs of the dead.” So Pfalm
: cxliii. 3, ** T he enemy hath pcriccutcd my Toul; he hath made

ceheo /;""' ¢t me to fit in darkneis, as the men that have beenlong dead.”

cvadratley  And in Apoc. iiis Iy 2, * I know thy works, and: that thou
3 ¢ haft

pﬁ 1£")~. A le- /difh}’_i’/a ar ). ; 1Y
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alt a name that thou liveft, and art dead. Be-watchful and
trengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die.”
They are here faid to be dead, as being in a ftate of Spiritual

death and condemnation s for fuch is the condition of thofe

€« ),
{
1

who fet up inanimate nature in the room of the living God
and make that to be the author of life, and the light of truth,
thereby extinguifhing in themfelves every idea of the true God,
of heaven, and of eternal life All who thus put error for truth,
refemble thofe birds of night, to which darknefs 1s lrioht, and light
darknefs; and as falthood is truth to them. o likewife evil istheir
good, and therefore they may be compared to thofe ravenous birds
and beafts, whofe moft delicious repaft is ftinking carion. The
perfons here defcribed are all for Phyfical or Natural Influx: and
if atany time their expreffions lean to the oppofite {ide, this is in
contormity to the {yftem they outwardly protels,
convi€tion of mind.

y

and not {0 any

IX. et

s e GO oo : g 21g: Jj A1 “ta:

I'hat the Spiritual Principle invefts itfelf with Ma- 7+ 2/
. T e - ‘ " Lo

terial Nature, as Man does himiell with his Gar. ‘he

ment. Akl auen Lorie

P , . ? S

2. /i p.%,
11. IT 1san allowed axiom in philofophy, that to every operation
or attare required an aétive princ iple and a paflive fubjeét, and that
without both thefe, no effeét can take place: juft fo the cafe
ftands between Spirit and Matter; the former is a living princi
le, the latter a dead, inert fubjett; confequently, whatfoever
{m\‘ continued to exift from the beginning in this our {olar {y{
tem, is from a {piritual fource through a natural medium, whe-
ther it be in the animal or in the vegetable kingdom. Of kin to
this axiom 1s the following, and accordingly adopted by the
wifeft fcientific men, viz. That in producing every effett, a
principal and inftrumental caufe mult conc ur; and that both
thefe, though diffinét in themfelves. yet as they year but ony

0!
A Bt : Wisidan il " :
are_conlidered joimtly~as-orme-and e fanie cail
good in relation to [pirit and miatter [natureT. e tw

fpn'ilunl part 1s contained or concealed in that which 1s natural,
as the fibre in the mufcle, or as blood in the artery, or, to ule
another comparifon, as the thoughts 1n the fpeech, or the affec

tion of the mind in the found of the voice, comm

in producing their effeéts, appear but as one, is, |

micating them




{ fs external natural in%ruments. Hence we

{elves i'm‘()‘.:gﬁfl
may form foriie idea how {pirit -Jothes itfelf with matter; and;
indeed, as a garment 1s to a man, {o 15 the organical body to his
foul, which he may propc rly be faid to put Qu, to wear it, and
ut it off at the vime of death. IN ke mannét the body

to D
Addiandin-se ¢
wakes oIl as does a garment, decays and perifhes ; whereas the

foul, being a {l)ixi‘.iul fubftance, 1s {u
changes. They who « onfider the body in any other light than as
a covering to the foul, de «d in itfelf, but organized and fitted to
receive the Influxes of life through the foul from God, muit
from an erroneous fuppofition conc Jude, that the foul hasa pro-
» of it's own, and fo likewife the body, and that, according
eflablifhed harmony betwixt both, they concur in
’ elfe, that there is a communication

between thefe two lives by Influx, either from that of the foul in-
to that of the body, or wice ver Ja : whereas it is a truth flowing

from the nature of created beings, that what is pofterior in order

cannot aét from itfelt but from that which 1s prior to it, and this
only from that which 1s {till prior, and fo on till we come to the firft
felf-moving principle, which is God.* Befides, life in itfelf 1s a
firft pml'\ il\lv o1 uniry, and therefore not createable, but altoge-
ther communicable from it's fountain-{fource into certain orga-<
nized forms adapted to the reception ot 1t. Such are all and fin-
gular the forms of every kind of life

bje€t to mno fuch periodical

per life
to a law of pre-
uniting their operations; 01

throughout the univerfe.t

It

that declaration of the apoftle in 1t’s moft literal fenfe,

# So true 15
that ¢ in God we live, and move, and have our being,” Aés xvii. 284

the lowelt reptile, is one and
fame in it’s original eflence and fource, which 15 God ; and it is
in the fubjeét or recipient that alone varies the form
yacity or recipiency one aboveanother,
is receptive of the {piritual

+ Life, in the higheft archangel and

the
the difference
of it. Man has a threefold caj
which no other creature has.and therefore
and rational, as well as of the animal life. The exercife and improve]
t of his fac ulties open the two former; but where they conti=
{enfual animal (as is to be feen in too

many, not only among lavages, but nominal chriftians) though, the
root of his nature being in the cternal world, he mufl be immortal,
They who attain no higher than to the rational life in this world,
may be great {cholars, and may be able to fpeculate highly, to reafon
deeply, and to talk learnedly; but if they advance not to {ome {enfe
" ' ientious difcharge of religious and

he light and means afforded them,
le(led life to all eternity, for no new
principle

men
nue {hut, he is no better than a

g £ : W
of {piritual things, or to a conicl
I Fod]

P
praétical duties, according to t

they reach not the {piritual b
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ft is fuppofed by many, that the foul is poffefled of a principlé ’
of life as it’s proper own, and that therefore life is continued
to man from himfelf, and not by any Influx from God; but allf
fuch entangle and confound their minds with their own falfe
reafonings on this {ubjet, being mere dotards in {piritual things,
in all their difquifitions after which they are bewildered in a la-
byrinth of errors, from which they know not how to extricate
thémfelves; they are as men 10(];”(‘” in fome deep cavern of the
earth, where they dwell in perpetual darknefs. The neceflary
confequences that follow from thefe men’s falfe principles are
horrible, as that God hath fo transfufed himlelf into men, that”
every ote is thereby become a kind of god, owing the conti-
nuance of his exiftence to himfelf, as likewife all goodnels and
wifdom, and that all favirig faith and charity are his proper riches,
derived from himfelf and not from God, befides many other
fhocking tenets, only becomirng thofe Spirits of Darknefs; which,
when in this world, took Nature for the God of life and all
things. 1 formerly heard the voice of one faying from heaven,
that ¢ if there were a fingle {park of life in man proceeding from
¢ himfelf, and not from God [by continual Influx,] heaven,
¢ and all that is therein, would have no exiftence, and conle~
. qucmly there could be no true church on earth, nor any fuch
« thing as eternal life.”*  See more on this fubjeét in the Memo-
rable Relations of a work Iml»lil'.ml by me, intitled, De Amore
Conjugial, No. 132 to 136.

G X. That

princ iple is opened in the foul after death, nor can be, for this is the
only feafon of probation and fowing; afterwards the tree lies as it
falls. whether in it’s direction for he¢aven or hell. It is otherwife
with infants, and fuch as depart this life; not having attained to the
ufe of their reafon ; for thele not having corrupted nor alienated
‘hemfelves from God, nor confirmed themfelves in evil, are af-
ter death committed to the tuition of angels, and advance, through
wifdom and the knowledge of their Saviour God, to divine love, 1n
a certain }il()pj’ul% to glory. Look well to it, O man, who ftandeit

here on thy ]n'u'(uliun under the means of inftruction and grace, for

this only is thy accepted time, and thy eternal {tate irreve riibly de-

pends on that form of Life which thou gaineft here and carrieft with
thee to the world of {pirits.

* Toperfons converfant only in natural fubjeéts, and unacquai

y thing that is {poken from a

divine Philofophy, will appear

1

ir ideas b

+eA
(e’

with me:l.\ph‘y’ﬁml truths, almolt eve
Theofophic ground, or the laws ol
ftrange, if not incredible; but this arifes from th

adequate to and unexercifed: on {ubjetts of this natuxe.
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That Spirit thus clothed with Matter in Manmn,
renders him capable of being a Rational and
Moral Agent, and fo at once both Spiritual
and Natural [ /piritualiter naturalis. ]

12. THE truthof this propofition follows by neceflary con-
fequence from the foregoing in No. g; for as the foul conti-
nually receives an Influx of life from God, fo it tran{mits the
fame by influent communieation through the perceptive mind
to the body, giving to the laft, through it’s clofe union there-
with, the appearance of a corporeal life; hence we know by ex-
perience, that Spirit united to Matter in man, asa living power
10 a lifelefs fubjeét, qualifies him for rational {peech and mo-
wal agency. It feems indeed to outward appearance, as if the
tongue and the lips {pake, and the arms and hands atted by fome
power of life in themf{elves; whereas it is thought that {peaks,
and the will that aéls (both fpiritual in themfelves) through
their refpeftive material organs formed from this eutward na-
tural world. That this is fo, will readily appear, when we con-
fider, that upon the ceafing of thought, the tongue is immedi-
ately filent, and that upon the ‘will’s refraining to exert it’s ac
1ivc'p()wur, the limbs are motionlefs in an initant. The union
of Spirit with Matter, and the appearance of life in the latter
from this union, may be illuftrated from the comparifon of a
fponge replete with generous wine, from the rich juices in the
grape or apple, and the aromatic virtue im cinnamon: Now

exprefs

yoﬂlion here mentioned by our author is of this kind, and yet even
common reafon may fo far fubferibe to it, as to acknowledge the pof-
fibility of it's being true: thus every thing that is aecording to the di-
vine order muft be perfeét, as being slanned on the rules of in-
finite wifdom; and confequently coul(“ any alteration poflibly take
place, the change would be infinitely for the worfe, for fuch is
the difproportion between perfett and imperfeét; the relations of
things in the whole fyftem would be altered, and deftruttion or
annihilation enfue: fo in the natural world, if a fingle grain of
fand or atom were added or diminifhed, it is credible that it would
occafion the diffolution and ruin of the whole, But the cafe before
us is of ftill higher confequence; for if man had life in and from him-
felf, his dependenee on God in that refpeét would be cut off, and the
divine {overgignty and qrder hecome anarchy and confufion.




( 23

exprefs thefe juices, and extraft the tinfture from

taining veflels and integuments, and what remains but
dry hufks and filaments? The cafe is juft ths {a
poreal organs, when {eparated from thewr v
from this union of what is {piritual v ith what 1s natural 1n 1
human conftitution, man has his denomination of a rational crea-

me with the cor-

| principle. That
f

he

y

ture in this lower world, appears from the power of arranging
and analyzing his thoughts, an | the various exercifes of his un-
derftanding; as that of his being a moral a rent does from the re-
aalation: of his attions and deportment by the rules of honelty
and decorum ; which high privileges he is endued with from the
power given to him-te receive Influx from the Lord through the
angelical heavens, which are the habitations of wifdom and love,
and confequently of rationality and morality in their effential
:.lyr()uml.* It is from the union of thefe two principles from both
worlds, that man is qualified to be atonce both Spiritual and Na-
tural[ /piritualiter natur alis |+ and that the cafe with him after death
is partly imilar and partly diffimilar, is becaufe he has then alfo
a real and fubftantial body, but fpiritual; whereas that which he
is at prefent invefted with, is material or natural. Many {uppole
that the perceptions and cogitations of the mind (as l)(:i[\g ipixi-
tual things) prefent themfelves to us naked and deftitute of all
organized forms; but this is ewing to their ignorance of the for-
mation and offices of the brain with the various intertextures and
convolutions in it’s cineritious and medallary fubftances, it's dit

ferent glands, f{inews, and partitions, and numberle(s impercep-
tible ' fibrille, and thefe invefted with it’s meninges and matres
| dura :/u(//f/// ls allwhich afford infinite materials and receptac les
to the mind for the t‘unli‘;;nmlinn of it’s ideas: Now, upon the
good condition of thefe parts depends the foundnefs of the in-
telleétual op('l‘miun\'. and the regular dete rmination ot the will in
tliis our natural ftate, fo that a man is de:med rational and moral,
n pmpm'tinn to the right organization of his mental forms;
for the rational fight of man, which is the underf{tanding, camn
no more be faid to exift here in this outward world withoue
organs properly adapted to the reception of fpiritual light
than the bodily fight to exift without eyes, and fo of the other
{fenfes.t

1
}

XI. That

* As wifdom is the fource of true rationality, fois love that of true
morality: for all the relative duties and focial virtues, |

charged, have their foundation in loveto ot neighbour.
4 From ignerance, as touchning the nature Of I\an_' al \wul:nq €8 ]
the doftrine of our author, viz. as procecding originally from (Goa
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XL

'That the Reception of this Influx is according te
the State of Love and Wildom in Man.

13. IT has been proved hefore, that man has not a principle
of life in himfelf, but is only a recipient of life from God;
forafmuch as Love and Wifdom conflitute the true life of man,

and

to the foul, and thence through the mind to the corporeal organs,
many falfe phil()ikip]wrs have turned Materialiits, Skeptics, or
Atheifts; for beginning at the wrong end, and tracing the intellettual
operations from organized matter as the fource and caule -of them,
they could not but infer, that, the caufe being fpoiled or taken
away, the effeét muft neceffarily ceafe. Hencent is that two emi-
ncnl'ly ufcful bodies of men, phyiicians and furgeons, among whom
many have been great benefaftors to mankind, and not only the
ornaments of their profeflion, but alfo of human nature, have been
unjuitly ftigmatized with the reproach of Atheifm, or called Mate-
rialifts, as denying the immortarity of the foul ; and this becaufe of
the ignorance or wrong-headednefs of fome unworthy members of
their refpeétive profeflions, who never purfued a thought beyond
matter and mechanifm. Now the error of thefe Naturalifts is funda-
mental, inverting the whole order of creation; and as they fet out
from falfe principles, all their conclufions muft be falfe, were they
to reafon to eternity, They fee that a contufion, or other injury. of
the brain, occafions a diforder or lofs of the underftanding or me-
mory, and thence argue that the brain is the principal caufe or foun-
tain of thefe powers; whercas perception, thought, and memory, do
not flow. from the brain, but from the mind into it, as the proper
recipient thereof, for the manifeftation of the intelleftual powers in
outward nature, or the material part of the human conftitution.
The defelt or deftruétion of the organ does not occafion any ab-
folute lofs or annihilation of intelleét, for that remains ftill the
fame in it’s own f{piritual principle or world; it only hinders it's
Influx into another condition of exiftence, and {o from manifefting
it’s operations in the Natural World. The foul and it’s mind are
abfolutely independent on this mertal body; they communicate to
it, but receive nothing from jt, though they reach to natural things
hy means of and through it; they live, even during their unjon
with the body, in the Spiritual World in their own fpiritual body,
and here only by communication with this organized material body.
So much depends on afligning to Influx it’s proper fource and pra-
grefs, even the whole amount of the difference between believing
rightly and infidelity,
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and they being only originally in God, he muft neceflarily be
ihe only fountain of his life; and confequently, as far as any

man loves wifdom, fo far he is the image of God, or a re
ceptacle of the divine life; and on the contrary, as far as
any one is in the oppofite love, fo far he is not a recipient of
the divine but of the hellifh life, which in fecripture-language
is called Death.* Let it be obferved, that Love and Wifdom
in the abftra& do not conftitute life itfelf, but are the eflence
of it; whereas the pleafant fenfations of Love, and the delight-

ful perceptions of Wifdom, which are the affeflions, give to life
it’s true and proper form, for through them the ellence {1‘//4
of life has it’s exiftence [exiflere], and thefe are communicated
with the vital Influx from God. This may be illufirated from
the genial influences of the light and heat of the fun in fpring-
time, chearing both man and beaft, and giving new life and fruit-
ful vigour to the vegetable world: juil fo the {weet affcétions of
Love and Wifdom enlarge the faculties of the foul, and difpoie
them for the reception of more copious [nfluxes, even as a merry
heart opens and exhilarates the countenance. Man, with refpeci
to his Love and defire of Wifdom, may be compared to the gar-
den of Eden, in which we read were two trees, the one of lite,
the other of the knowledge of good and evil: the tree of life is
the reception of Love and Wildom from God, under a plenary
fenfe and conviétion of his being the author of them, and in de-
pendence on him as the fole fountain of all goodnels : and
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil is where any one
prefumptuenily afcribes Love and Wifdom to felf, and {o fets
himfelf in the place of God: to do this is the very effence of
folly and madnefs, as the former is an indication of true wifdom,
See more on this fubjeét in the memorable parrative in the
treatife, De Amore Conjugiali, No. 132 to 136. 1 {hall here ad-
duce an arcanum from the celeftial world, in confirmation of
this doftrine. The heavenly angels turn their faces to the Lord
as to their Sun, but the infernal angels turn their backs to him,
and fo receive the divine Influx into the evil effettions or con-
cupifcences of their will, and render their underftanding fub-

fervient

* The life of devils and the life of angels are equally the {fame
but the Influx

in their root and principle, as ]n'ou‘('(ling from Gpd,
of the fube

is changed by the evil that is in the will and nature
jett: fo the ‘fame Sun, which gives vegetable life to the falutary
balfam, ripens in like manner the baleful Jiui(;vs of the deadly
aconite, see note under No. 8,
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rvient and ¢ aient thereto ;™ whércas the 1

ormer receive their

fettions, and regulate their will

ir intellettual a
by their Underflanding: Hence 1t 1s thatthefe are in a flate of

wi/dom, but the others ina ftate of folly and madnefs; for let
it be obferved, that the feat of the Unde *H.'m]H‘ r 15 1n the brain or

fore-part of the head, but that of the Will in the cerebellum ot
hinder part.+ It is wel ywn, that the man who m;fdl-(n, (lve
vays of Wifdom, and abandons himfelf to error and delufion,
bribes and ftrains his underftanding to invent ;n"um('nf; accom
modated to his inclinations, that fo he may confirm himfelf in his
error, and reconcile to his mind the n.mfun!mn of his corrupt

affettions; whereas the wife man maketh ufe of the light of

truth, that he may difcover what 1s wrong in  the propenfions of

his will, that he may bring them under the reftraints and cor-
vettion of wifdom. Or, to defcribe thefe two charatters in other
words, the Man of \‘. ifdom turns his face to God, as believing
that all love and goodnefs can only come from him; therefore he
¢t trufls in the Lord with all his heart, and leans not unto his own
underftanding,”’ Prov.iii. 5. And this is fignified by eating of
the tree of hife, Apoc. ii. 7. But the foolilh man turneth his
. back

. 1 Y N
5, as 1§ abundantiy

* It is to be noted, that in the Spiritual Worlds
declared in the jauthor’s works from his own experience, all

things have their appearance there according to the laws of Corref-
=] : L . ! 5
pondence: thus truth, goodnels, 1nnocence, all virtues, graces, good
T " 1L i £
affections, &c, and every kind and degree of them, have their ex-

»onding objef },Jumumn to the infi-
iritual Nature with endlefs variety;
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ritte riches and beauties of |

ndences, {bm man has loit the
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ther, fuppofing on love or innocence, the (ux.\(]vmulm“‘ \whl\lg
{icene ]J!«'x'lei'” to 'them may' be (AIUI?.U)A'(‘I:.U] fields with f;ﬂllllli?.'
umbs, little children § i

in flower-gardens, warbling birds of

tul colours

and the like pleafing imagery. To infernal {pi-
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are 1(‘i)lx'fg'lllt'u’ COrre 1[4():1(1&11;', {cenes of wilc
or horror. So likewife the forms and appearances of the inhabitants

of thofe kingdoms (mv'“}"ww{ t()I]'( 11 "ml cularte mpers ar nd (l"lm‘}.
ons: thus, to turn their backs to the ‘\1 nmul ‘*m\ 1s reprefentative
thejr 1\\\(f]|p truth 5 fo, Jer. ii. 27, ¢ They have turned theis
back unto me, and not their face.” Smmihmd in this way of
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. The great Dr, Willis places the {eat of voluntary motior
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reception ol vital lnnll\ from God is according to the {tate or

condition of Love and Wifdom 1n man; and the laws of,th
i{o

Influx may be farther illuftrated by the following compariions:
Firft, by the Influx of light and heat into vegetables, which
bloffom and bring forth truit atter IIN".I kind, according to the

particular configuration of their component fibres and veflels;
or in other words, according to their receptivity Secondly,
By the Influx of the rays of light into precious flones, which
\dmit and modify thofe rays into various colours, ac cording to

the \".I:Iu ular contexture of then parts o1 )\\;;-‘v“- e powers
And thirdly, By the appearance of rainbows in certain optical
olaffes and fthowers of rain, where that phaenomenon is ex ubited
to the eye, according to the angle of incidence an ] the refrattions
f the rays, and confequently according to the reception of the

{olar beams. Similar to thefe are the operations of the In
{piritual light from the Lord, a$ a {piritual Sun: this Influx int

the human mind never ceafes, but the reception of it varies aq

the nature and qualities of the {ubject.

cording 1o
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I'hat the Human Underil md; 1g may, by due Cul
th(' rational Faculties,

ture and Improvement o
be elevated even to a l)v'v ee of Angelical Wil-
dom : and the Human Will, 1 Life be goad,
be kindled into a Flame of Seraphic Love: but
then {uch an Elevation of Love can only take
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able to the Di&tates of Wifdom in the Under-
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of the celeftial heat, which in it’s eflence is Love; and thefe
two proceed from the Lord, as a Spiritual Sun, by way of In«
flux univerfal and fingular, into the heavenly, and alfo into this
rnatural world, fo communicating Love and Wifdom both to
angels and men. It is to be noted, that this Love and Wifdom
as proceeding from the Lord by Influx into angelical and hu+
man fouls, are originally in union as one principle, but are re=
eeived in the minds of both in a divided ftate as two principlesy
firft the light which gives underftanding, and then gradually
the love which forms the will : and this method of proceeding
is by a gracious appointment, forafmuch as man is defigned to
be a new creature or reformed, and that by means of the under-
ftanding, and therefore is to be inftru®ed from his childhood *
in the principles of truth and goodnefs, that he may know how
to chufe and order, his life aright, feeing that the will is to be
governed by the underftanding. T'o this end man is endowed

with the power and means of advancing, even to fome degree
of

* The noted Roufleau has not been athamed publicly to declare,
in oppofition to this truth grounded ‘on {cripture, and the fuffrages
of all wife and good men in every age, that it is foon enough to
teach young people any thing of God, when they arrive at the age of
fixteen or feventeen 5 and this, in order to prevent their being pre-
judiced by wrong conceptions of him, too early imbibed. But who
are to inftruét them -in their riper years, but fuch as would be ap-
pointed to form their more tender minds on the fubjeéts of God and
religion ? If therefore fuch knowledge is neceflary at any time, is
not the more early the better, that it may take the deeper root in
their minds, as well to counteratt the growing evil propenfities of
nature, as to fecure them the more effettually againft the aflaults and
temptations of a dangerous world? But as that author is well known
to be no friend to the chiriftian inftitutes, fo neither does he feem
better affeted towards the civil improvements of humanity ; for he
in many places {peaks with preference of untutored favages, and
{ometimes degrades human nature to a level with the brutes ; but in
truth, the man feems infatuated with the pride of an affefted fingu«
larity, and of dealing in paradoxes more deteftable than heathenifh ;
and yet this very man, banifhed from his own country (Swifferland)
as a dangerous enemy, both to the religious and civil conflitution of
it, have we feen carefled, and even penfioned in England: but
would it not have been a more fuitable reward for his ingenuity,. and
more to our honour, (I fhould fay, lefsto our difgrace) had we granted
him a fafe conduét to the Indians of America, that he might have
(‘n.joy('d the company of his friends, the Cherokees and Chickefaws ;
or, if he chole it rather, have affociated with the fylvan baboons,
‘uncurrup(ul by edugatian.
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of angelical wifdom, that fo all things may go well with him
in time and eternity, if he regulates the motions of his will by
the light of truth, and not otherwife ; for the human will ;is
by nature prone to all kinds of evil, and therefore, if not re-
ftrained by difcipline, man would not ftick at robbery or mur-
der, or any kind of wickednefs, to gain his own ends ; con-
fequently, unlefs the human intelle@ could raife itfelf above
the will for the attainment of wifdom, that fo it may com=
municate inftrution to influence and control the latter, man
would be'no better than a beaft, his thoughts would be chained
down to his natural paffions, nor could he make any excurfions
into the intelle@tual world, nor even enjoy the ufe of fpeech,
but would exprefs his affetions by inarticulate founds like the
brute creatures. Without fuch a feparation of his underftanding
from the natural bent of 'his will, he would be rendered in-
capable of exercifing any rational inquiries or conclufions, and
be under the fole dominion of animal intinét, and f{o, being
unable to acquaint himfelf with God in the ftudy and knowledge
of the works of creation; he could have no fellowfhip with
him; ner confequently be capable of a blefled immortality ; for,
to 'all ‘appearance, man thinks and acts as from himfelfy and
this'appearance of hig doing. fo, is the reciprocal part on his
fide of his union or communion with God; for without re-
ciprocation there is no conjunétion, as betwixt an active and a
paflive there can be none, unlefs the latter reciprocates by re-
a&ion. God alone is the firlt agent, and man fuffers himfelf
to be acted upon, and re-ads in appearance as from himfelf,
though in truth fuch re~alliony deeply confidered, is alfo from
God. * What has been here offered; if attentively confidered,
may ferve to fhew the quality of love in the human will, when

H it

# The fenfe of the author in this place feems to be as follows.
As God is the firlt mover and principle of all agency in man, fo in
the great work of our fellowfhip with God, whether it be called
union, or more properly communion or conjgndion, the Lord effeéts
it wholly on both fides by his own power, for the éreaturé cannot
join itlelf to it’s Creator; but the Lord joins man to himiclf by a
principle of love in’ man from God. *¢ He that is joined untp the
¢ Liord, is one fpirit,’”1 Gor, vi, 17. Indeed all Chriftians are taught
by their fyftems of faithy' to acknowledge this truth, and to confels it
iy thiir forms of devotion s but when out of their fyfiems, mofk feem
to have no knowledge or belief of it fogreat is the diffcrence be-
tween thebare creed of a:fyflem taken uprby education, and con-
tinued in a formal cuftomary way, and " believing on a thorought
priaciple of convittion.
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it 76 elevated and influenced by a-right underftanding, and when
it is not, and confequently what is the quale or quality of man,
Now what man is in' quality and condition, when his will or
principle keeps not pace with his undérftanding ; but whillt
the latter is employed on heavenly things, the affetions of the
former are fet on’ carthly things, hall be-illuftrated. by the fols
lowing comparifons: fuch a one may be likened to an eagle,
which, foaring in the upper regions of the air, fpies his prey up-
on the ground, and fuddenly defcends to feaft on garbages or
to the adulterer, whoyafter extolling the virtue of chaftity, in
company with his friends, prefently withdraws to commit lewd-
nefs with his paramour; or to fome fly thief,s who, being ap-
pointed to keep watch for the fecurity of the garrifon, on {py=
ing fome booty at a diftance, quits his ftation to. play the rob-
ber: fuch is the man whofe will and | affections correfpond not
to the improvement of an exalted underitanding, but, are funk
in groflnefs and fenfuality : far otherwife is it with thofe happy
fouls, who, by the falutary documents and influence of their m-
tellectual attainments, fabdue the irregular propenfities of their
nature.  In thefe the Underftanding and Will join in-amicable
confederacy ; Wifdom and Love are infeparably conjoined in
marriage-union, and their lotis with angels in blifs eternal,

XI11.

That the Cale is quite otherwife with the Brute
Creatures.

15. THEY who judge only by their bodily fenfes, are apt
to conclude, that the brute creatures are endowed with will and
underftanding as well as mén, and that the only difference be-
tween them in this refpet is, that the latter have the gift of
{peech, and fo are able to exprefs their thoughts and affe€tions
by words, and the former only to vent them by inarticulate
founds ; whereas the beafts have neither will nor underftanding
in a proper fenfe of thefe words, but only fomething analogous
10 them. The proper diftinQion of man is, that his under»
fanding admits of an elevation above the affeCtions and defires
of his will, and from it’s higher ftation can examine, judge,
and control them ; but it is the property of the brute. to be

carcied away blindly by it’s natural propenfitics 5 thercfore he
‘ only
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.only can truly be faid to a& in the charalter of a man, who
keeps his will in fubjection to his underftanding, as it is the
mark of ‘a beaft to have it’s underftanding, fo called, fubjet to
it’s 'will or appetites: - The conclufion to be deduced from hence
is, that as the human intellectual faculty is receptive of the
Divine Light (which, though derived from God, yet has the ap-
pearance of being man’s proper own, from the power of chang-
ing, combining, and analyzing bis idcas) - thergfore his true
undeérftanding s a fpiritual and vital principle; and the fame
may' ‘be predicated of his will, as being receptive of the Influx
of Divine Liove ; whéreas thofe of the brute animals come under
no fuch ‘predicanient ; and hence it i, that they who think and
aét only from the natural impulfe of their, corrupt affections, are
compared in Scripture to the brute beafts which have no under-
ftanding : and indeed all fuch in the other world, when feen at
a-diftance, refemble them and a& like them, only with this
difference, that they might act otherwife if they would. But on
the other hand, they who'fubdue the evil'of their. nature, and
reghlate their lives by the laws of wifdom, appear in the {piri-
tual world in beautiful human forms, and are as the angels in
heaven. In beafts the intelle& is never elevated above the
will, fo as to be able to diret or control it, but always cor-
refponds with it ; now the will being from heat, and not from
light, it is blind, and confequently the underftanding in brutes,
3s not rifing higher, is blind alfo, and therefore they neither
know nor underftand what they do; theyaét indeed, but then
it"is only from that lower kind of Influx from the fpiritual
world, - (through the natural) which is called Inftin&, and has
nothing in it of Thought from intelle@ual knowledge in what
they do, they being ftimulated to ation by the impulfes of a
natural love implanted in their nature by the Creator, and ope-
rating through the offices of the natural fenfes; whereas the
mind of man hag it’s perceptions from ‘the light of heaven,
which renders ‘him both “rational and ¢onverfible, for it is an
irradiation of the ‘divine light that’thinks, and thought that
fpeaks! If it be objeted, that brutes act more uniformly ac-
¢ording to the lawsof their nature than-many men, and fome
of them in a way that approaches nean to rcafon and, morality ;
it is anfwered, that -this arifes from their underftanding being
conftantly and regularly fubfervient to their will, according:to
theit order in creation, which they never vary from as men do
through falfe reafonifig and the fluctuation'of their wills. Let
it be obferved here, that where-ever the'words wil/ and under-
Randing have been made ufe of in this fe@ion, with reference
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to “brute animals, they ‘are only to be underftood by way of
ahalogy or refemblance to' thofe faculties in the human mind.
The actions of a beaft, confidered asthus deftitute of -intellecs
tual knowledge, may be compared to- a perfon walking inhis
fleep, when the will to:motion isin exercifey but the ufe of the
underftanding is ‘fulpended ; or toa blind man led along the
ftreets by a dog i/ they'may be likened to ideots, who; from
cuftom and habit, can perform fome things with great exaét-
riefs 3 or to fuch unhappy perfons, who, being deprivéd of their
memory and underftanding, yet know how to put on-their
clothes, eat,  and anfwer many other calls of naturey :frfom
habit or a blind impulfe of the will; without defign or thoughts
From thefe fimilitudes, we may fee the erroriof thofe! who af-
cribe rationality to brutes, and difcriminate them from the hu-
man {pecies only by their external figure and want of fpeech s
from whence they arguey thatif ‘mansis immortal, {o arc théyy
and ‘that if they have no exiftence after death, fo neither has
he ; befides many other-groundlefs furmifes proceeding from
a total ignorance of the nature of the human will and-unders
finding, and the feale of man’s afcent to heaven.* ‘

XIV.

That there are three Degrees both in the SEirituai
and in the Natural World, hitherto unknown,
according to which the Laws'of Influx have their

Operat 101,

16, IN the method of inveltigating caufes from their effeéls,
we: make ufe of two kinds of degrees, whereby to eftimate,
things ; the one is exprefled by order, as prior and pofterior ;
the other by condition or quantity, as greater and lefs, - Thofe
. degrees

* It'is really offenfive to fee the pains taken by fome men of groves
ling minds, thus to debafe human nature, and rob it of the high
rivileges which God has beflowed upon it, as though they thought
it fome great point gained to be ranked on a level with the beafts that
erith,  We envy them not the fatisfaétion arifing from fuch a
perfuafion, but defire to be excufed from parting with our comfort-

able and alfured hope of a blefled immortality, It is trye, man is
capable
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degrees which diftinguifh by order, are called degrees of altitude,
and alfo diferete or disjunct ; and thofe which diftinguifh by
condition or;quantity, as.greater and lefs, are called degrees of
latitude or-continuouns :.-the former is expreflive of a thing
generated from another or fimilar to it, but not the fame, as a
nerye confifts of fibres, .and fibres of fibrillze, &c¢.  The latter
exprefics the modality of a thing of the.fame degree of altitude,
according, to it’s increment or decrement in length, breadth,
&c. as, a.column of airy wther, .&c. greater or lefs. Now all
things, both in the {pirityal and natural world, come under the
predicaments of. thefe. two, kinds of degrees,* whether they
be of . the animal, vegetable, or mineral kingdom, and alfo the
expanle of .the atmoipherein it’s whole extent from the {un to

the

capable of rendering himfelf no better, nay, even worle than brute
animals, by'a wrong choice, and the abandoning of himfelfto carthly
affectiops. and fenfual indulgences; but then by a right ufe of his
faculties, and the means of grace,: he is alfo capacitated for angelical
perfeétion.  The truth of the matter is, thefe levellers fee not as vet
in themielves, oriin the golpel, the difcriminating privileges of man,
by which' 'He"is the objelt of God’s peculiar care, and. they are
ftrangersto' his high relation’to the 'divine nature through God in-
carfate; and the regencrating operations of his Holy ‘Spirit, which,
by the Influxes of heavenly light and love, qualify him for fellow-
thip with God and joy unfpeakable. Befides, thefe men are utterly
ignorant of .one greatend and defignation of the animal world, viz.
that. every {pecies, clals, and tribe thereof, are correfponding types
of fpiritual things, and of the affeétions and properties in the hu-
man nature, 19 that man might read himfelf in them, for they arg
replete with leflons of moral inftruétion, though unconicious of it
themfelves 5 and accordingly the fcripture in many places y
man to thiem for thisend. "And that they were defigned for the ule
and fervice of man, his fovereignty over them {hews, x}mz.l&". much
of this is loft by the fall.

* The terms difcrete and continuous, as they refpeét things conneéted
or disjunét, are well known in the {ciences, though they feem to be
here ufed by our author with fome difference 1n the “application.
Qur known atmofphere; in different regions of it, is faid to ve more
rare.or more denfe; this kind of eftimation is according to the de-
grees of, continuity : but if we allow of three feveral atmolpheres.
one within another, as fuppofe, of air, mther, apd phyfical {pirit,
then we exprefs ourfelves according to thé rule called” difcrete or
digjunét ; the former refpeéls the different mode or condition of the
fame, ithing, the latter has refpet to things differently conftituted,
though of the f{ame denomination, or, in other words, to things
{pagifically different, though generically the famae.,

*ICTS
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the carth®.  There are three diftin&t atnio[pheres according to
the degrees of altitude [difcrete] 'both in the fpiritnal and in
the natural world; and that'becaufe each of them has‘it’s ' pro-
per fun; thofe of the former are {piritual fubftances, like the
fource they proceed from, and thofe" of the ‘latter’ material;
and as thefe atmofpheres are ‘both' the veffels and ' vehicles of
light, it follows that there muft be three different” degrees of
both. Now as in'the Spiritual ‘world light, in'it’s effence, is
Wifdom, and heatlLiove, as was fthewed before, confequently
there are three degrees of wildom, ‘and three degreés of love,
which conftitute three'degrees of life; differently graduiated acs
cording to the different mediungthey pafs through.~ The con-
clufion- from’ the ' foregoing prémifes -is, that theére are three
angelical heavens; the higheit (which is alfo called the third)
in which are angels of the fupremeorder; the middle or fecond,
in which are angels of ‘the middle ordery and ‘the loweft or
fir{t, in which are angels of the' loweft order.” Thefé' heavens
are diftingnifhed according to theé différent degrees of 'wifdom
and love in their refpeflive inbabitants ; for example, The
angels of the loweft order are’in the dégree of {cientific love,
or that kind of ‘love which is joined with the fcientific know;
ledge of goodnefs and truth, [/% amore feiendi vera &5 bona]:
the angels of. the fccond order, in intelleCtual love, or that
Rind of love which is joined with intuition, or the cleareft in.
tellection of sthings good and true.: and the angelsof the third
heaven, arein the {apient or fupreme. degree of ‘lovey or love
toined with wifdem;-which ‘includes' the two former degrees,
and confifts in the' moft perfed application of them'to'‘all the
offices and purpofés of the angelical life, true wifdom confift-
ing in the right ‘exércife and 'practical ufe of intelle&tion and
fcience.t Ag the ‘angelical hedvens are divided into _ three

degrees,

* That our atmofphere defeends from the Sun in a ratio 6f denfity,
according torthe refpettive diftances from it, is a (lif(‘()vcry of the
Author’s, ~ That the air ceafes to- be ofany ufe thitherto known, ‘at
a certain given diftance from- the carth; proves nothing againﬂ it'-
that the atmofphere terminates at any intermediate diftanéee bétwixt
us and the Sun, cannot be demonfitrated; and confequently no
generally received ulnninn founded on-the prefent fyftem of I)?fyﬁcs
can invalidate his aflertion, .

t In order to render our Author’s diftin&ions in this 'place more
intelligible, let it be oblerved, that by {cience he means the loweft
mogres of knowledge, meare to a level 'with the fenfes) and ac-

quired
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degrees, fo allo is the human mind, it being an image of heaven
in the loweft form or feale of beings; therefore man is capable
of becoming an angel of any of the three heavens, according
to the degree of his reception of Wildom and Love from
the Lord ; an angel of the lowelt heaven, if in Scientific Love;
an angel of the middle heaven, if in Intelle€tual Love ; and an
angel of the third heaven, if in Sapient Love.* For this diftinc-
tion of the human mind into three degrees of altitude, fee more
in the memorable narrative in my treatile De  Amore Conjugiali,

Vo.

uired by an external apprehenfion of things. By intelle&t or un-
:L‘rﬂanding he means a more interior and recondite kind of know-
ledge, ‘penctrating into the nature and origin of things, and fecing
them in the ground of truth: and by wifdom' he means truth, cx-
prefled in it’s powerful difplays of life and aétion.  The 1()\\':'1! clafs
of angels, called {cientific, are wife in their degrec, becaufe in holinels
and love : they fee how-the vifible things in heaven reprefent and
correfpond to things divine; they difcern and adore God in his works,
and love one another, .~ The intelleétual angels are {till more highly
graduated in knowledge and love, and fee truths, not only in their
external forms, but alfs in their unvailed effences and manifold con-
neétions, and receive in [vmportion, more copious Influxes of divine
Jove : and yet thefe are far excelled by the tranfcendant perfeétions
of’ the fapient angels, who are fo many beauteous forms of wifdom
and love, 1n all their a&ive miniftrations and offices. Thefe diftinc-
tions brought down to man;~will have-a-different appearance, be-
caufe love and knowledge in this degenerate {tate of our nature may
be, and often are divided: {enfual men may have much fcientific
knowledge in natural things, and: even in the doétrines of religion,
without any thing of true faith or good life, and fo without being
any better for it : and intelleftual men may fearch deep, fpeculate
highly, reafdn acutely, and attain even to {ome degrece of angelical
underftanding, and yet, through want of love and good works, come
fhort of falvation: whereas the humble man that loves God and
his neighbour, and puts his little knowledge into praétical uke, pof-
feffes the true wifdom, and  is acceptable to God, be he Chriftian or
Heathen ; his way 1s fafe, his end is happinefs, and he may be
qualified, through an after-knowledge of, and faith in his Saviour,
forthe fociety of angelseven in the third heaven,

* |t is a common notion, that the blefled faintsin heaven are not of
any order of angels, but claffed undgr a different charafter; and the
gommon fyftems of divinity lead to {uchbelief. Were the matter alto-
gether doubtful from feripture, the Author’s teftimony would be fuf-
ficient with fuch as are in a difpolition to receive 1t, to determing
this point, fince he affirms, that, through a particular vouchfafement
of the divine fayour, he has held a conftant intercourfe with angels

foy
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No. 270. Hence it appears, that all {piritual Influx defcends
from the Lord to man and into man, according to the three
degrees before mentioned, and is received by him according to
his correfponding. degree of wifdom and love. The know-
ledge of this dotrine of degrees is highly requifite at this'time,
when fo many, through a total ignorance of it, reft contented
with that loweft kind of knowledge which they receive through
their bodily fenfes, whence it comes to pafs, that their minds
being vailed with a covering of thick darknefs, are unre-
ceptive of Spirituallight from above: no wonder that fuch fall
mnto naturalifm, (or that heathenifth kind of philofophy which
refolves all into nature) whenever they go about to reafon on
the conftitution of the human foul and mind, and more efpeci-
ally if they extend their inquiries to the fubjects of heaven and
immortality.  In their vain reafonings on all fuch fubjeéts, the
fancied wi{dom of thefe fciolifts may be compared to the futile
prognoftications of thofe ignorant ftar-gazers, who, whillt they
pretend to tell other men their fortunes, are ignorant of their
own 3 or to thofe prating goflips ever bufy about nothing, whe
profoundly defcant on whatever paffes in the neighbourhood,
without knowing any thing of the mattér.  When fuch diffec-
ters of truth undertake to analyze metaphyfical fubjefts, can
we wonder if butchers fhould fet up for teachers of anatomy

from

for thefe five and twenty years paft; but the matter is decided by
more than human authority, as might be evinced from many paffages
in the facved writings, where faints and angels are ufed as fynono-
mous terms ; but the inftance of the angel's refufal of worfhip from
8t. John, as recorded in Rev. xxiii g, will be allowed fufficient for
a note on tl:is{ubjcét: ¢ See thoudo'it not, for I am th\v fellow-fer-
vant, and of thy brethren the prophets, and of them that keep the
fayings of this book : worfhip God.” It is likewife obfervable from
this paflage, that the gofpel of Chrift; as a rule of life, is'notto be
confidered onlyasa temporary di('pcnﬂ‘ation refpeéting mankind in
their prefent ftate; 'but alfo as a kind of trunﬁ'ripl of thofe heavenly
laws wheyeby even the very angels regulate their lives and’ beha-
viour, both in reference tad God arnd one another; for though they
are aftuated by that love which is a'law unto itfelf, as touching the
principle of duty and willing obedience, yet we - are not to ful‘))pofc
that the divine ceconomy, even in this kingdom 'of blifs, is without
it’s celeflial inftitutes, as well for the fettled purpofes of order and
government, as to ferve alfo for a dircétory to the angels in their

{everal {tations and relations, and in that diverfified intereoutfe of

hcncvolcm'und {ocial offices; which add’ fo muchi'to Lhcjoys of thofe
friendly beings, and make glad the city of God,
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from the experierice they have gained from the infide of a calf.
In a word, to fpeculate on fpiritual things from mlere natural
knowledge, without any Influx of fpiritual light, is no better
than dreaming ; ard to reafon on them from no other fund;
but as talking in one’s fleep. See more on this fubjet of the
three degrees in a work De Diviné Amore & Divina Sapientia,
printed at Amftérdam, 1763, From No. £73 to 281!

XV

That the Ends propofcd (or that for the Sake of
which any thing 1s done) as they are firft in the
Intention, fo are they firft in Order : in the fe-
cond Degree of Order are the Caufes, or Means
ufed for the Accomplifhment of thofe Ends : and
in the third Degree of Order are the Effetts, or
Accomplifhment itfelf,

14. IT is a felf<evident propofition, that the énd is not the
¢aufe, but produtive of the caufe ; and that the caufe is not
the effect, but produtive of the effect; and confequently that
they are of a threefold diftin€tion and confideration. The end
which man propofes in any thing is the objeét of his love,
which is feated in and conjoined with his will 3 for what he
loves, he intends, wills, or defires : the caufe is the work of hig
underftanding, for in and through that the end feeks the ef-
ficient means of it’s own accomplifhment ; and the effect pros
ceeds from, and is according to the operation of his corporeal
powers : So that there is a triplicity of order in man, corref=
ponding to the three degrees of altitude mentioned in the fore-
going chapter ; and when this triad has proceeded to it’s con<
fummation, the end has found itfelf in the caufe, and through
the caufe in the effets and confequently, in the effeét, all
three co-exift or are conjoined as one. Hence it is that we
read in the word of God, that man is to be judged according
to his works; for the end (or the love conjoined with his will)
and the caufe (or the operation of his under{tanding) are in-
gluded in his owtward works, anld {o conftitute the qualc or q;ga-

ity
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ity of man.*  They who continue firangers to this doétrine
of Influx, init’s progreflion according to the three degrees before
mentioned, terminate the ideas of their mind in the atoms of
Epicurus, the monads of Leibnitz, or the fimple fubftances of
Wolfius, who makes them to be fo fmall as to be incapable of
divilion without aunihilation.+ Thus they fhut the door
againft all intelle¢tual knowledge, allowing to man no other
ideas than thofe he is furnifhed with through the fenfes, there-
by declaring in effect, that fpirit is nothing more than matter
highly rarefied and attenuated ; that the beafts are as well in-
titled to the predicament of rational creatures as men; and
that the human foul is nothing more than a breath of air, with
many other like abfurdities. Forafmuch as all things, both in the
fpiritual and in the natural world, have their pregreflions ref-
pectively

* The intclligent reader will, in this fhort analyfis of the author,
fee the futility of that controverfy which has fo long difturbed the
peace of the church c(mccrningju&ifimtion by faith, and juftification
by works; and, by the help of this diftintion, clearly perceive how
both fides have miftaken the fubjeét ; for faith, as an a& of the un-
derftanding, enters into the work, nay, is the caulfe of it ; for no work
confidered merely in itfelf is good or bad in a moral fenfe, but takes it’s
quality from the principle and intention of the agent ; fo that a good work,
mmplies a right faith cxgrcﬂ"cd in aft or deed ; otherwife the work,
though apparently good, is not morally fo, but counterfeit or hy-
pocritical, and therefore no true expreflion, but a lye. But the Au-
thor's diftin€tion goes farther, for it fhews that love or charity is
alfo in every good work, and effential to it, for love in the will is
the end of the work, and alfo the firft moving principle, and fo ope-
rates by and through the caufe in the outward aét : So that a good
work is love, faith, and eperation or aét, or two {piritual principles
manifefted in a corporeal or natural reprefentation. The importance.
of this truth is reccommended to the reader’s attentive confideration.

t The philofophy of thefe three authors is evidently the fame, for
whether they call their firft principles by the name of atoms, monads,
or fimple fubftances, it equally refolves itfelf into the corpufcular
phyfiology of the ancient Atheifts, who denied the exiftence of im-
material fubftances, and fo traced all the operations of the human mind
from material Influx, infomuch that, according to them, all the rational
endowments, with every virtue and amiable quality that diftinguifhes
and adorns the nature of man, are no other than impreffions fome
bow or other made on_his blood and brains by particles of matter ;
nay, they chofe rather to afcribe the conftitution of the world, and
all’ the wonders of wifdom in it, to the fortuitous concourfe and
agency of fenfelefs matter, than to the power of an omnifcient Creator,
Some-
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peQively according to the degrees mentioned in the foregoing
{efion, it is evidently a part of human wifdom to take cogni-~
zance of and diftinguith them ; for the prevailing love is the
criterion by which a man is to know himfelf, fecing that the
ends he purfues (or the tendency of his will), the efficient caufe
or means he makes ufe of (which is the exercife of his under-
ftanding), and the effect or accomplifhment (which are his exe«
cutive bodily powers), do orderly follow from his love, as natu-
rally as the tree proceeds from it’s feed, and fruit from the
tree. There are three diftinct kinds of love 3 the love of hea-
ven, the love of the world, and the love of felf: the firftisa
fpiritual love, the fecond material, and the third corporeal.
W here the love is fpiritual, all the affe¢tions flowing from it
are carrefpondent to it, as forms are to their eflences : fo, if
the ruling paflion be for the things of this world, it’s affections
of courfe are earthly : and if it be the love of felf and pre-emi-
nence over others that takes pofleffion of the heart, this infects
the whole man with an idolatrous felfifhnefs, and that becaufe
this kind of love folely refpects a man’s own perfon : therefore,
as has been juft obferved, he that knows the predominant love of
any one, and allo underftands the progreflion of ends to their
caufes, and of caufes to their effects (which follow in regular
{equence according to their degrees of altitude), he knows the
whole man. Thus the heavenly angels immediately dilcover
the difpofition and charaéter of every one they converfe with,
for they inftantly diftinguifh his kind of love by the particular

Ia2 found

Something of thefe fooleries (though fufficiently exploded and con-
futed by the wifer heathens, efpecially the Platoni ts) has been re-
vived not long fince, though in another {hape, under the names of
vortexes, effluvia, fimple fubftances, &c, by men vainly affeéting to
appear wifer than their neighbours, by fhewing how the works of
creation might be without the help of God almighty : fuch impious
abfurdities have indeed now loft all credit, nor have we any learned
advocates hardy enough to appear in their defence ; butg/c_t infide-
lity is not leflened, though confuted : it has only changed it’s form,
for it’s votaries finding themfelves unable to defend fuch palpable
errors, they have taken the negative fide, and fhew their enmity to
the truth by contradiétion and difputing againft every thing that is
advanced on the fide of religion. Nature is their all in all,
the words Jefus and Lord are offenfive to them, and the name of
God fticks in their throats, except when they ufe it unmeaningly or

rofanely, and then they can utter it freely 3 fo far has an evil heart
of unbelief rendered them free to evil, but not to good.




)

found of his yoice ; the turn of his mind from his countenance §
and his whole demeanour from a fingle geftuyre, *
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XVI.

That from the foregoing Principles we may trace
Spiritual Influx from it’s original Source to it's
ultimate Effecis.

18. WHAT has hitherto been faid upon the fubje@ of Spiri-
tual Influx, refpcéts chiefly it’s progreflion from the foul to the
body, and not from God to the foul, and that becaufe of the uni-
verfal ignorance that prevails with refpect to the fpiritnal world
and it’s fun,” from which this workd recerves it’s {piritual ema-
nations of Influx.” However, as I am gifted with the privilege of

being

¥ As the Author here fpeaks from experience, there was no oc-
cafion for hisufing any hypothetical form of {peech, but declarative
only; and accordingly, whenever he enters upon any narrative or
oblervation relative to. his intercourfe with angels or {pirits of any
clafs in the {piritual world, (ashe does perhaps in a thoufand parts
of his works) he takes up his {ubjeét with that confidence in the
truth and knowlcdgc of what he fays, that needs no preface oy apo-
logy. He delivers fa&s to thofe that can recejve them upon'the cre-
dibility of his tr:iiinmny; and he offers rational arguments where
the nature of the fubje&t requires it ; but as even thefe will lofe
much of their force on minds involved in prejudices through educa-
tion, confirmed errors, or the fifhionable incredulity of the times,
it 1s not to be expetted that his works will meet with a r rady re-
ception from the generality, What the Author afferts here in rela
tion to the wildom of angels, is' the lefs to be c ueftioned, as even
fome men, from an extraordinary degree of kxg.l('it‘v and penc-
tration, are able to form a Judgment of the particular tempers and
difpofitions of perfons even at firft fight ; nay, fome have gone
fo tar as to affirm, that fomething may be gathered, as to the particu-
lar temperament of a perfon, from his autography or hand-writing,
when undifguifed ; and that there is an obfervable difference betwixt
that of males and females, is univerfally allowed, After all, as theye
is a certain uliul‘yncmfy in the bodily conftitutions of men, fo there
15 alfo a certain pcculiarity in the formation of their minds, which
will appear to the acute difcerner with fignatures of diftin®ion in
all they {ay and do : but how far this is reducible to the rules of a
icience, 1 take not upon me to affirm,
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being converfant in both worlds, and of beholding the funs of
both, I am obliged in confcience to make this difcovery to man=
kind ; for the ufe of knowledge is to communicate it to others,
that they may be the better for it; to do otherwife, is to be
guilty of fpiritual avarice, and to acl the mifer who hoards up
his treafure for the fake of looking at it, and counting it over
without any intention  of ufe, Now, in order to a more
thorough underftanding of the nature of Spiritual Influx, asit
proceeds from it’s original fource, it is requifite to know the
eflential difference between that which is fpiritual and that
which is natural, and alfo to form a right conception of the
nature of the human foul; and therefore to fupply what is
wanting in this fhort Lucubration, I refer the reader
for farther inftruction on thefe fubjects to certain Memora-
ble Relations in my work De Amare Conjugialiy viz. For article
Jpiritualy fee No. 326 to 329. For article human foul, {ce No.
315. And for article, influx of [pirit into matter, fee No. 415
10:428..*

i W *® ¥* * %*

19. I was afked by a certain perfon many years ago, ¢ How
¢ 1, from a Philofopher, came to be a Divine :’ to which I an-
fwered, ¢ Even in the fame way that Fifhers became Difciples
¢ and Apoftles by our Lord’s appointment, for that I alfo was a
¢ Fither from my early youth, in a figurative fenfe of that word.’
Upon which he alked me, what it fignified in fuch a fenfe ? 1
replied, that - the word Fither in the fcriptures, taken in it’s
fpiritual meaning, fignifies one that fearches out, and teaches,
firlt, natural truths, and afterwards fuch as are {piritual, in a
rational way. Upon his putting the queftion, how this could
be proved ? I faid, from the following texts : *¢ The waters fhall
¢ fai] from the fea, and the rivers {hall be waflted and dried
““up: the fithers alfo fhall mourn, and all they that caft angle
¢¢ into the brooks thall lament,” Ifa. xix. g, 8. And elfewhere,

¢ They

# For the memorable relation that was annexed to this number in
the firft edition, the reader is requelted to turnto No. 696 of the werk
intitled ‘Myue Chriftian Religion, or the Univerfal Theology of the
New Church. where the Author inferted it afterwards ; and where,
from it’s ftanding conneéted with other accounts of the nature of
the {pirimul world, it was s'ummllwl it would be better underftood
than if re-inferted by itfelf in this plage,
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¢ They [the waters] fhall be healed, and every thing thall live
# whither the river cometh : and it fhall come to pafs, that the
¢ fifhers fliall ftand upon it from En-gedi even unto En-eglaim ;
““ they fhall be a place to {pread forth nets; their fith fhall be
“ according to their kind, as the fith of the great {ea, exceed-
““ing many,” Ezek. xlvii. ¢, 10. And again:  Behold I
““ will fend for many fithers, faith the Lord, and they fhall fith
¢ them,” [i. e, the children of Itrael} Jer. xvi. 16, \Hence we
may learn why our Lord made choice of fithers for his difciples,
and faid unto them, ¢ Follow me, and I will make you fithers
“of men,” Matt. iv. 18. 19. Mark i. 16, 17.  And likewife
to Pecter, after he had taken: a multitude of fithes: ‘¢ From
¢ henceforth thou fhalt catch men,” Luke v. 10. Afterwards
T explained to him the reafon of this fignification of the word
Fifhers from my book intitled, Apocalypfis Revelata, viz. becaufe
water fignifics natural truth,* No. 5o and 932. 5o likewile

does

* However ftrange it may feem, that water, in it’s figurative fenfe,
fhould fignify natural truths, yet this is calily accounted for from
our being {o little acquainted with the do@rine of correfpondences,
according to which {piritual things are reprefented by natural, of
which our Author gives more than a thoufand inftances in his works
from the facred writings. It is certain that water has many various
fenfes in feripture: for example, {ometimes it fignifics affliétion 3
thus in pfalm lxix, 1. ¢« Save me, Q God, for the waters are come in
unto my foul.” Sometimes a multitude of people, as in Rev. xvii,
15. © The waters where the whore fitteth are peoples,” &c. Some-
times it 1s put for the knowledge of gofpel falvation, as in Ifa.
IR 1L, Ho L every one that mirllcth, come unto the waters,”
And as in many other places thirft fignifies defire of truth in the
foul, fo divine trath is exprefled by living ‘water, John jv, 10. &c,
Hence we may eafily infer, that, when ufed in an inferior fenfe, it
may hgnify natural truth, or iruths of a lower kind, Few expofi-
tors indeed have given us this laft fenfe of the word, as dealing but:
little in this method of interpreting feripture by the rule of corréf-
pondences, though the learned Dr, More, in his treatife of Iconifms,
does allow that water may be the hieroglyphic of doétrine. It is
alfo well known, that water has it's various {ignifications, according
toit’s difference of condition, fituation, and properties, as {till, running,
deep, fhallow, calm, troubled, (waters, «&c.) or as fea, pool, well,
brook, &c. as might be illuftrated from the feriptures, were 1t con-
fiftent with the compals of a note. AS‘ many paflages in {criptupe
can only be rendered intelligible by this doétrine of Iconifms ; fo
ket it be pbferved, that, though much of it has been long loft, yet

. {omething
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does the word River, No. 409, 432. And the word Fifh figni-
fies thofe that are in {cientific or natural truth, No. 405 And
hence Fifhers, thofe who inveftigate and teach natural truths.
Upon hearing thefe things, my Querift {aid, with a loud voice s
« Now I can fee the realon why the Lord called fifhers [in 2
¢ literal fenfe of the word] to be his difciples, and therefore I
¢ the lefs wonder that he hath alfo adopted you to the fame of-
¢ fice, feeing, as you tell me, you have been from your early
¢ youth a Fifher in a figurative {enfe of that word, i. ¢. an in-
¢ veftigator and teacher of patural truths,* as you are now of
¢ {piritual truths, the knowledge of thefe having their founda-
* tion in thofe as their correfponding types in the natural world.’
To which he alfo added, (for he was a man of underftanding)

¢ The

—— ———————_ e SO S b

fomething of it is ftill retained in all languages, and even in many
inftances where the emblem has out-lived it’s meaning, or in other
words, where the analogy between the type and the antitype is no
longer underftood ; however, it is no reafon for rcje&ing the ufe of
the correfponding term, according to the fenfe given to 1t by autho-
rity and cuftom, though no fimilarity or refemblance betwixt it and
the thing correfponded to {hould appear : thus, for example, many
texts of fcripture are pmduccri by our author, in which the word
Horle evideatly fignifies intelleétion, or the underftanding of truth
or doétrine; and yet we fee not the analogy between thefe differcnt
terms, or between the fign and thing fignified.—See on this article
the Author's little tra&, De Equo Alio : and to the {everal examples

therein {pecificd 1 could add many more, confirming the {amme inter-
pretation from a M. S. of his now in my cuftody : but this perhaps
at fome other time. Certain it is, that the horfe was a very {ignificant

emblem both among the Egyptians and Afiatics, and frem them

was adopted by the Grecians as a fymbol of wifdom ; hence theig
Equus alatus, or Pegalus, which their poets, after their ufual man-
ner, converted into a fable : now wings added to a horfe elevate the
Iconifm to {piritual or divine wifdom : and it may not herc be im«~
proper to abferve, that this continues to be the adopted emblems o1
enfign of one of the honourable focieties of the Temple in London
to this day: how far it's origin may be traced, is fubmitted to that
Jearned body, as alfo whether I am warranted in the fuppofition of
it’s being borrowed by the Knigh[s—'rcmplars, in their crufades to
Palzftine, from the Arabian Saracens, who boafted their defcent
from Ifhmael, Abraham’s fon by Hagar, and fo might retain this
among other Iconifms, as handed down to themt through fucceflive
ages from the ancient Patriarchs, who were fkilled in this emble«
matical kind of knowledge.

® Sce the Author’s work, intitled Regnum Minerale, g vol. in
folio, publifhed at Leipfic, 3734
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¢ The Lord only knows who is the propereft meflenger, by
* whom to reveal the doétrines of the New Jerufalem Church,
“ be he an archbifhop, or only one of his menial fervants ¢ be-
¢ fides, who now-a-days is deemed qualified for the office of
¢ a divine, before he has pafled through philofophical ftudies ?°
Laftly, fays he, ¢ Since you have commenced Divine, declare
your Theological principles.” To which I anfwered ; ¢ Among
‘ thefe, the two principal ones are; That there is - but
One God, and that a faving Faith is neceflarily conjoined
¢ with Charity.” ‘T'o which he replied ; ¢ Where are thefe de-
“nied ?” T anfwered ; ¢ In the modern divinity, if attentively
# confidered.’
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ON THE LATELY DECEASED

Mr. EMANUEL SWEDENBORG,
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GENTLEMEN,

ERMIT me to entertainyou this day, notonaSubjet which,
being of a foreign nature might poflibly be difinterefting,

and fatigue your attention, but on a man illuftrious by his Vir-
tues, and celebrated by his Univerfal knowledge; who was well
known and greatly beloved by you; and, in fhort, on one of the
moft ancient members of this Academy. From this defcription,
gentlemen, you will difcover the charadteriftics of the late
Mr. Emanuel Swedenborg, Affeffor to the Royal College of
Mines. The regard that we formerly had for this great man, and
the love which we bore towards him, aflures me both of the
pleafure and fatisfaction that you will find in hearing him {poken
of; and I fhall efteem myfelf happy, if I fo far fulfil that part of
the defire you poflefls, as to recall to your minds, in a fuitable
manner, a man whom you have fo tender a regard for, and who
is worthy of fo glorious a Memory, The tafk 1s difficult, and as
the moit excellent artift has at times the greateft trouble to take
the likenefs of certain perfons, how much more fo is it to trace
and exprefs in a proper manner to your minds fo extenfive, fub-
lime, and laborious a genius, who was never fatigued in his ftu«
dious applications, and who unweariedly purfued his invefliga-
tions into the moft profound and difficult {ciences; who for
feveral years fucceflively, has made many ufeful efforts to dif-
cover the fecrets of nature, opened and made clear the way to
attain to certain {ciences, and, in the end, penetrated into the in-
moft recefles of the moft profound fecrets, without ever having
toft fight of found morality, or the fear of the Supreme Being ;
who preferved the whole ftrength of his mind to the laft, with«
out experiencing that decay of mental fz}qlxltics, unto which fo
many are {ubjeét, after a long purf{uit of {cience, and to the per-
fettion of which fo few attain; but whofe mind having been
opened in all it’s parts, and whofe knowledge exceeded the ufual
‘ A 2 Limits
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limits,, hag given occafion to feveral to judge varioufly refpedt.
ing him, according to the manner in which (lnngs Wwere' repre-
fented, and the view in which they regarded him.

The greater the perfections of the human mind are, the greatey
will be found the fates of oppofition to them. Does a new light
prefent itfelf to the world? The confiderate and intelligent mind
will find things worthy of it’s attention, even in  the very
fhades 'with which it is contrafted :  whilft the fuperficial rea.
der will fix Ris attention only on the weak fide of an argument,
prn\,’ing the obfervation, Zhat every one s u[f[z’/({l according to the
nature of his beingv-One man fhall fee nothing but cunning, and
emptinefs of mind, in the exalted penetration of genius ; he will
tax it’s depth with enthufiafim, and it’s erudition with a con-
fufed heap of ideas and thoughts ; an effay to reveal the depth of
a myftery, will appear an error to him ; and the defire, as well
as the means, to difcover what mere ignorance hides from us,
are according to his notions but folly. But, on the other hand,
the improved mind, that abounds with real {enfe, will make a
due cftimate of the value of things, and will not defpife, or re-
fe€t a rich mine, merely on the account that the metal does not
appear in all it’s purity on' the furtace, and that it fhews fomething
terreflrial from the matrix proper to it.

The Hiflory of Swedenborg’s life is amiable ; and as the parti-
culars are of a complicated nature, they demand to be arranged
accordingly. The worthy and zealous Bifhop of Skara, Dr, Jelper
chdb('rg, whofe general chara@er was known by his juift
and frank principles, was at the fame time chaplain of the regi-
ment of cavalry, when his firft wife Sarah Behm, d.mghrcr of
Albrecht Behm, who was Afleflor to the College of Mines, bore
him his fecond fon Emanuel Swedberg, at Stockholm, the 29th of
January, 1688, who was afterwards named chdcnborg, when
fie was ennobled in the year 1719.

Nature decorates the earth with her productions, but Art per-
fects them.  Birth places men in a ftate of exiftence, but educa.

jon forms them. A nut or feed, notwithftanding the goodnefs
of the fruit that produced them, do not always yield fruit of a like
kind ;' art may produce a change, but cannot alter the nature of
things ; and ¢xperience evinces, that we may fay the fame things
of men, Let us therefore be careful of making pofitive decifions
of this kind, before the period arrives, that virtue becomes natu.
ralized in families, or is introduced into them by art. Neverthe-
lefs, there is no perfon that will deny, but that the being born in
a‘family noted'for it’s probity and integrity, infers a favourable
prefumption in’ the offspring, and to which du¢ regard is to be
paid,




paid, if-not leffened by bad ations; and on this héad we do not
look to fee whether the place of the family’s refidence were caf«
tles or common houfes ; but are contented to know, that real
Virtue has taken up it’s abode for a long period with them. We
have always a regard for a family, that has been the feminary of
ufeful and refpedtable’ citizens in all the ftates.  Such is that of
our Swedenborg. An antient and virtuous family, that abode
near the Mines in 8tora Kopporberget,* in which formerly dwelt
Daniel Ifacfon, and his wife Ann Bullamafia, were the firft parents,
and root of the noble families of Schomftrom, Swedenborg, and
thofe of the Swedbergs. I remember to have formerly feen a
gcnculogicnl table painted in the form of a tree, where a number
of . the Swedbergs were feen allied with noble families, and at
that time incorporated with illuftrious houfes. But as Sweden-
borg did not augment the number of the branches of that tree, ¥
fhall dwell no longer on this fubject, but proceed to the hiftory of
his life.

His youth was remarkable by an nncommon affiduity, and ap-
plication in the ufual exercifes of that age, and an evident defire
to become a man. A fon of the Bifhop Swedberg could not fail
to have a good and careful education, fuitable to the manner of the
times. = This put him in the road to ufeful knowledge, and made
him advance therein with {peed. But why fhould 1 dwell on the
good fuccefs of the care that the Bifhop Swedberg took of a fon,
i an education and improvement of mind he was fo enamoured
with ? What need is there to relate the good fenfe he had, to put
advantageous difpofitions to their beft ufes, which numbers have
not the benefit of, or, if they have, negleét ; of his talents, and the
penetration of the genius that fupported the ardent defire he had
to acquire knowledge, and of his afliduity and application to ftudy,
and the very early maturity of his intelle ? What greater proof
indeed can be given of thefe things, than that which a fenfible
King gives us,t who fought with care to reward real abilities
and merit, wherever he found them j who encouraged them by his
benefadtions, whq knew how to employ them in a proper man-
ner, and who of his own accord, without any folicitation what-
ever, appointed Swedberg in 1716, then but 28 years of age, as
extraordinary Affefor to the Royal College of the Mines, and gave

him

* The great copper mountain.

+ A fenfible king would not have thus promoted a young man to
fuch an office, if be had thought him wanting in experience and
real merit. A
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him- the choice ¢ither of that office, or that of Profeflor in the
Royal Academy of Upfal. An univerfal knowledge in the Belles

Lettresy and a remarkable degree of learning, had at that time
made . Swedberg’s ‘mame known, both within and without the
kmgdom.

But as yet the ,\ embly of the learned had not ranked him
mong {t their celebi xml Authors. * ' He had publifhed at Upfal,

m ivoqa, a Dillertation “that was u}:r‘)lmu’.v(i as a remarkable
produ tion for aiyoung man; yet infufficient to convince the
wor d of a profound erudition. In 1710 hepub lifhed at Skara a

Colleflion of jieceson different fubjects, in Latin verfe, under the
title of Ludus Helicomius frve Carmina Mifcellanea, que varits in
focis cecinit,  They ' denoted a fingular vivacity of mind, and

a period of youth-well (m'm)\ul Many would not have
been a hitle vain to have given’at that age Immf\ of afimilar ge-
nius. - Poetry was nes rthelefs not. his (Jl)l(.x , or his chief em-
ybov., The {ix 1 \Illu:u' ts of '.‘H'.'x",s, and his obfervations on the
Mathematics and Phvfical Sciences, which he publifhed at Stock-
holm in quarto, under the title of Dwedalus Hyperboreus, and
which were begun in the year 1716, evidently ﬂl(w his th(n at-
tachment to thofe fciences. Thefe were wrote in the Swedifh
language; and the fifth was tranflated and printed in Latin, Did
not ‘a production of this kind, from {o young an Author, give
YOOm o ¢ njeéture, that it announced the publication of others
ot a remarkable nature? But we fhould much d('[n’('(‘mc the
confined it only to the pm“mhrv-;
The pre {s 1s not indeed the on"'

ftrength of his mind, 1
that !I\‘ publifhed in his youth.
proot, by which we ought to judge of the {c ience and erudition

of an Author, and we fhould be eoften deceived, if we gave
credit to the title page, for the ({u.a!m of the (.lxingi contained
in the work.: A work 1s but feldom filled with what the pomp-
ous
{ufficier .I\' evinces in the
partic ularly thofe of a certain kingdom.

A young man cannot become a good Author, until he has
fufficiently laboured in gathering, with pr wdence and difcernment.
a quantity of materials proper for the Subjects he defigns to treat
of; and with this view, Swedenborg ftudied with ;11(;11 attention
in‘the Academy of Upfal, and with the fame {fuccels in the
Univerfities of England, Holland, France, and Germany.

Let us now follow him inthe various m\up;xii(m.\ he (-'ng“uﬂrmf“
and 1n works that took up much time. ' Beftore we are enabled
to. penctraie into the thoughts, and to dilcover the charaéter of

le page announces, with which 1tis decorated, as experience
sductions of the prefs, and more

the perfons with whom we are in company, we generally keep
: ourfelve
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nurfelves on an attentive and careful referve.  But in following
Swedenborg, this manner:is needlefs, as you may find at once’in
him 2 happy aflemblage'of ‘an excellent Memory, a prompt Con
ception, and a mofit clear. Judgment, united to-a defire that was
never cloyed, and the firongeft inclination of anafliduous fludy
after acquirements of ‘the moft certain kind in Philofophy, in 3l-
moft all kinds of Mathematics, Natural Hiftory, Phylics, Chemif-
«try, Anatomy, and finally Theology, without enlarging on theEaftern
and European languages, in: which he was very well verfed, - Ob-
{fetve in‘him the force of habit, aéting in harmony witl the ufe of
Realon; andparticularly on his coneeptions of the natnye of Order’;
far our-intelleéts being toa much taken upwith the confideration
of  an.abftra&ted fubject, do fometimes fuffer themficlves to pro-
ceed ;too far in the path they have taken, andioft too faft ; and
pdrticuldﬂy, when they are accompanied by diquick irnagination
that does not allow them to 'ftop, fufficiently toview the objécts
whichiitprefents, {o as tojudge maturely on them.  Refpecting
Swedenborg, reprefent to your. minds the:beft Feart and the beft
Charaéter, manifefted by the rules and thoughts ofit’s Conduét,
which the Author had prefcribed himlelf, and which I have found
placed-and’ repeated in various parts of his manufcripts, where
he had fet them down, for the fake of his own 'pra&@ice. 1. To
read often, and meditate frequently in the Word of the Lord. 2.
To.be always refigned and content with the: difpofals” of Proviz
dence. . 3. Always to obferve a propriety of behaviour, and: to
preferve the conicience pure and juft. 4. To'fubmit to' that
which is ordained ; to acquit one’s-{clf faithfully in the duties of
cur employment ; and-to do every thing that lays in our power,
to render ourfelves- as univerfally ufeful as poflible. “Such was
Swedenborg’s inward ftate of mind. There are no beings, extept
thofe who are wilfully fraught with prejudice or malice, who
can;evén think or fay the contrary. Let fuch therefore think on
what I bave faid, and refle&.maturely on what I have yet to {ay.
On his return from his firlt voyage into foreign:countries; he
appeared as fixed on Mathematics and Phyficsi ~ The knowledge
he acquired in thele {ciences, {oon brought him into an acquain:
tance ‘with our Swedifh Atchimedes, Chriftopher Polhammur,
at that time Afleffor, andiafterwards Counfellor of Commerce, and
Chief of the Order of the Polar Star, known aftérwards by the
name. of Polhem. This;acquaintance not only procured him an
addition of knowledge in Mechanifm, which he then fought after,
and was fond of ; but alfo the fame regard from king Charles
the XII; as he had conceived for Polhammar.  Hence is the r;g-
O




fon that. the Patents or Diploma of ‘Affelfor, given'at Sund the
18th of O&ober, 1716, declare as their motive, that the King had
a regard for Swe de nborg’s Mechanical Knowledge, and that he
Hmuld be the affociate ‘ot Polhammar,: to aflift hxm in the direc-

ton of buildings, and mechanical works. < Thefe Diplomas, and
the converfation that the King had with thefe two learned men on
that fcience, and divers other parts of the' Mathematics, and on
the Analytic and Algebraic calculation,! a8 we are accuftomed to
do it in Sweden, &c¢. (which converfation Dr, Nordberg has re-
lated in his Hiftory oi Charles the XT.)evinces that the ng had
intended, that thefe two men of  abilities fhould ag conjointly
in bufinefs of that l\nnl The united talents, and happy invention
of thefe two great men, were frequently made ufe of by the King,
If thiswas a proper place to recall to' your minds, the great ine-
chanical works that havé done Polhem fo much hnnou., I thould
fpeak of the famous Bark of Luckeby, of the Sluice of Trolhatte,
and the Bafon of Carlfc romc formed to repair thips. - Butitis of
Swuuﬂ)mn that! I am to {peak. » He executed, by himlelf, a
work of the greatefl importanc g, at the time of the fic ge of Fred.
rickfall, in 17:8. By cutting through the mountains, and raif’
ing the vallies by the he! Ip of proper inftruments, for the length of
two milesand a half; that is, from Stromftad to Idef-jol, "which
feparates Swr den from Norway, thecaufed two gallies, five larpe
baoats, and a {loop; to be fent tlu reiy by the'help nt whic h the }\m«
was enabled to have all the great artilie vy for the fiege Carried to
Fredrick{all, which h¢ could in mowife fend by land's thus' the
{ciences become ufeful, and put properly into praétice, they effe &
what could in no wife be done withoub them.

Mechanifin was, neverthelefs, not the u'JV uh‘l:‘é. of his applica-
tions ; for he gave the continuation of his Dadalus Hyperboreus is
1717, and in 1" 183 .md in the fame yearan mmuhu tion to Alge-
bra, under thu title' of, The Art of the Rules. In 1719, he nn\)
lithed, @ = method ta fix '1 Value of our Woney, and to determine oy
ﬂ/lmfurt‘s le_/ucb a-wuay; as o /uh/m/\ allthe: Frattions to facilitate
the calculations. He gave at the fame time, a treatife ()f the Pofi-
tion and Courfe of the Planets : another on 'the Heighth of ‘the Tides,
and formerly greater degree of the Flux' and Reflux of the Sea,
from the information he gathered from different parts of Swedeii.
He began at the fame time feveral'treatifes on various fubjcé{s, of
which we fhall foon have an account from 1‘oxugn countries,

Mr. Swedenborg was not yet entéred ‘into “his office of At
feffor to the Royal College of Mines, bec¢aufe not willing to éngage
in the duties théreof, before he Was fully inftructed in rhc Mineral-
Metallurgic Science ; and therefore he is not to be ranked amongft
thofe
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thofe, who are always firiving to get into offices, of whichthey arg
altogether ignorant of the nature and bufinefs ; and what is worfe,
will not comprehend, that out of nothing, nothing can be expect-
eld. He was neither ambitious of, nor had folicited this office,
altho’ hewas, before that period, well informed in certain {ciences,
by which he was capable of throwing much light on the art of
managing Mines. It was alfo a matter of facility for him to ac-
quire what knowledge he was flill deficient in refpecting it, in-
afmuch as the {ciences of Mathematics and Phyfics, were the {ub-
jelts that took up moft of his time at that period ; and thefe are
the fundamental bafes of Metallurgy. He was not aman who
was content with knowing the Theory of a thing, without join-
ing the Pradtical part to it ; it was not fufficient tor him to be ex-
ercifed in his chemical laboratory, to have an exalt knowledge
of the fitnation of the Mines in Sweden, of the ftru&tures, ma-
chines, and the manner of ufing them, in the neceflary works
going forward in Mines; and therefore he undertook a fecond
journey ito foreign countries, to examine their Mines, fee the
manner of working, and-all that concerned them, particularly thofe
of Saxony and Harts: of all thefe nothing efcaped his obferving
eye.

During his ftay at Brunfwick, he acquired the particular
notice and favour of the duke Louis Rudolph, who defrayed all
his expences during his ftay there, and at his' departure, made
him a prefent of a Medal of his in Gold, and one in Silver. ~He
enriched bimfelf with much ufeful knowledge in the courfe of
this voyage, and [cience relative to the new works he afterwards
publifhed, intitled,

3. Prodromus principiorum Naturalium, five novorum tentaminum,
Chemiam & Phyficam experimentalem geometrice explicandi.

2. Nova obfervata & inventa circa Ferrum & Ignem, precipue na-
turam Ignis Elementayrum, una cum nova Camini inwventione.

3. Methodus nova inveniéndi Longitudines locorum, terra marique,
ope Lune.

4 Modus conftruendi receptacula navalia, vitlgo- en Suedeisy Docky-
bygnadder.

5. Nova confiruétio aggeris Aquatici.

6. Mudus explorandi virtutes Navigiorum.

Al thefe Traéts were printed at Amfterdam in the year 1721,
and reprigted in 1727,
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7- Mifcellanca’ objervata circa res Naturales, prafertim Mineralia,
/gnrm, & Montium Jlrata.

Three parts of this work were printed at Leipfick, and the
fourth at Hamburg in 1722. Who is the man, if we except
Linnzus, who has been able to draw fuch confiderable advan-
tages, from a journey of one year and a half ; for he returned in
1722, to his country and fricnds, who received him with the
greate(t pleafure.

Swed nhorg did not remain idle the («.llowing years, for he
fo equally divided his time between the duties of his oflice, as
Metallic Afleffor to theRoyal College, and his ftudy, that he finifh-
ed in 1733 his grand work intitled, OPERA PH1LOSOPHICA
ET MINERALIA, and had it printed under his own direc-
tion in 1734, part at Drefden, and part at Leipfick; in which year
he alfo went to infpect the Mines of Auftria and Hungary. This
work is divided into three vols. folio : the title of the firlt is
Principia rerum Naturalium Jive novorum tentaminum, Phenomena
Mundy elementaris philofophice explicandi. ~ The fecond, Regnum
fubterraneum frve Minerale de Ferro; and the third, Regnum j}(/;-
terraneum five Minerale de Cupro, & Orichalco. All of them wrote
with great ftrength of judgment, and ornamented with plates to
facilitate ‘the comprehenfion of the text. The publication of
this important work  was of itfelf fufficient to increafe the advan-
tageous opinions that ftrangers had alrcady conceived of our
Swedenborg.

The A-ademic Conlfiftory or Aflembly, and the Society of Sci.
ences at Upfal, were fenfible of his great abilities a confiderable
time before this; for to evince the fenfe they had of him, the
. Confiftory had it requefted of him, to folicit the place of Pro-
feflor of the Sublime and Abftraéted Mathematics, that Nils Cel-
fius was before in the pofleflion of ; and that, as the Confiftory
faid, for the advantage of youth, and ornament to the Academy.
Swedenborg exprefled his thanks for their intention ; but did
not accept this honourable offer, on the moft juft intentions.
“T'he Society of Sciences at Upfal had enrolled him in the num.
ber of their members from the year 1729.

Strangers were not backward in their expreffion of a fenfe of
his merit. The Academy of St. Peterfburg fent him his Diploma
of Affociation, as a Correfpondent, on the 17th of December,
17534. Chriftian'Wolf, and many other learned ﬂrangers, were
forward to form a literary correfpondence with Swedenborg, and
copfulted him on the moft difficult things and fubjeéts that could
be treated of. Thofe who were appointed at Leipfick to the care
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of the edition of the Afa Eruditorum, and to adjoin to it, an
impartial Analyfis of the Works of the learned, found in thofe of
Swedenborg a rich harveft to ornament their colleétfon with.

This work of Swedenborg’s has loft nothing of it’s value by length
of time ; the Aathors of the eftimable and magnificent defcrips
tion of Arts and Trades which are carried on at Paris, found the
fecond part of Swedenborg’s work, which is wrote on Iron and
the preparation of Steel, that abounds with fo much good fenfe,
and is as well arranged, of fo much importance, that they tran-
flated and inferted the whole in their Colleftion of the bef
things wrote on thefe {ubjetts.

Our Academy, fromits ficft eftablithment, fought with affi-
duity to inroll in it’s lift of Members a Man of Swedenborg's
confequence, and who held fo diftinguifhed a rank amongft the
learned of Europe.—I have as yet mentioned only one part of
Swedenborg’s works; for he entered into another path in which
we {hall now follow him. This proves inconteftably how ftrong
the ardent defire, by which he was excited in the purfuit of
knowledge, led him to the confideration of all objeéts: he ap-
peared to fix with greateft pleafure his attention on tho'e fuL-
jeéts, which to be well acquainted with and laid open, required
the moft profound confiderations. No perfon can with juftice
accufe him of drefling his works out with the thoughts, or,
what happens but too often, of having given another order, or
changed the face of the writings of other people to make them
pals under his own name. His works fhew that he made no ufe
of other people’s thoughts, that he would examine things himfelf,
and only followed thofe that were proper to him; and that he
has often made refle€tions and obfervations that are not to be
found in any Author that preceded him. None can accufe him
of having only trimmed out the {ubjets he has handled, or have
contented himfelf with a fuperficial view of them, which is
common enough with thofe who will apply themf{elves to all
fubjetts ; for he has made ufe of all the ﬂx‘cnglh and pcnctraliun
of his Intelleftual Faculties in the ¢xamination of the deepelt
foundation of objeéts, to difcover the Union of the Links of the
Chain of the Univerfe, and by which the whole is condufted in
a juft and moft regular order from it’s firft Origin. He can in
no wife be charged with having given in to the foible of fome
Mathematicians, and many Phyficians, who, after having found,
or at leaft fuppofed that they had difcovered the light they
fought, have endeavoured by all the means in their power to
hide it from others and themfelves, and, if it had been prattica-
ble, would have extinguifhed the greateft light of others.
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In: the like degree: that Swedenborg in his continual contems
plations on the Work -of Cfeation acquired frefh knowledge
relpetling 1t, he difcovered a like degree relating to the Supreme
Being, and found further occafions to celebrate the Author and
Creator of Nature.

Since the year 1737 ‘he made cight different voyages into fo-
teign part., particularly IEngland and Holland: from that year
he begun to vifit France and Italy; and this vayage lafted til{
the year 1740. His principal objett was that of printing his
new Treatiles, evincing the fecundity of his genius, and which 1
-annot confider without the greateft aftonithment. Befides a
great number of T'reatifes, and amongft them his great work
which I have fpoken of before, he was the Author of the fols
lowing Treatifes :

1
l |

1. Predromus Philofophia ratiocinantis de Infinito,de caufaCreaticnis,
£9 de Me hanijmo Qperationis Anime & Corporis, printed at
Drelden in 1733.

2. Qeconomia Regni Animalis, in two parts; the firft printedat Am-
flerdam in the year 1740, and the f{econd in 1741.

3 Regnum Animale, in three parts; the two firft printed at the
Hague in 1744, and the third in London in 1746.

4. De Cultu & Amore Dei. London, 1745.

5. drcana Caleflia, in 8 vols. 4to. which were given in different

years from 1744 to 1756.

6. De Ultimo Judicio, &3 Babylonia deftruéta. London, 1758.

v. De Cals & Inferno, ex Auditis € Vifis. London, 1758.

8. De Equo Albo de quo in Apscalypfi. London, 1758.

9. De Telluribus in Munds noflro Solari. London, 1758,

10. De Nova ]1/‘1’)'?/‘//)‘////1. London, 1758.

11, Delitie Sapientie de Amore Conjugiali. Amflerdam, 1758.

12. Sapientia Angelica de Divino Amore, & Divina Sapientia.
Amfterdam, 1763.

13. Doéirina Nove Hiersfolyme de Domino. Amflerdam, 1763.

14. Doltrina /'/'/Lc/)m Nova //zwr(/,/)wm. Amfterdam, 1763.

15. Continuatio de Ultimo Judicio, & de Mundo Spirituali. Am-
fterdam, 1763.

16. Sapientia Angelica de Divina Providentia. Amfterdam, 1764.

17. Apocalypfis Revelata. Amfterdam, 1736.

18. Summaria Expofitio Dotlrine Nove Ecclefie. Amfter-
dam, 1769.

19. De Commercio Anime € Corporis. Amflerdam, 1769.

| 20. Vera Chrifliana Religio, few Univerfalis Theolsgia Novee Ecele-
Sie. Amfterdam, 1777,

~
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All thefe titles announce fublime things to us; and although
the {ubje&s of thefe Works are different, they are all connetted
with proofs proper to the fubjetts treated of. Thefe are founded
on Philofophical and Phyfical Anatomy, on Explications of the
Sacred Scripture, and Revelations he declares were made to
him.. All thefe Works lead to the Contemplation of the Su-
preme Being, and of a Future Exiftence. Thus we at prcfcnt
{ee the fame Perfon exalted above the Clouds, whom we have
before followed through the deep excavations of Mines ; always
alike affiduous, zealous; and fertile in his fimilies.

The needful application that the works mentioned inthe above
lift required, not allowing him to continue the neceflary func-
tions of his office as Affeffor beyond the year 1747, he gave up
his place, and obtained in the fame year a gracious difcharge
from the King, who gave him at the {fame time the two re-
quefts he had inferted 1n his petition for difmiffion ; the firft of
which was, te retain a moiety of his appointment to the place
of Affeffor during his life; and the fecond, that the above fa-
vour fhould be granted him without any derogation of title and
rank: this permiffion of enjoying the benefits of the palce
after difmiflion, is a mark of the greateft favour. I am aware
that what Mr. Swedenborg wrote on Spiritual things are
fubjeéts not proper for difcuflion in an Academy of Sciences; it
is fufficient for us to do juftice to the good qualities, talents, and
merit of this Author. 'In'the examination he made of other
people’s characters, he always firft fought how he might difcover
that Effential Virtue that he regarded as a certain mark that 1t
was accompanied with a number of other good qualitics. He
was of a lively turn, and agrccablc in company. Asa {uitable
recreation after his afliduous ftudies, he fought the agrccablc ad-
vantages that the company and converfation of men of fenfe af-
forded him, by whom he was always furrounded, and very much
re{pected. He had the mcthod either to lvn.glh}-_n or filence, by
an agrccnblt‘,yct {enfible turn ot argument, an lll(.ll!Cl'CL.‘t and fo.mc-
times too bold Curiofity that is often thrufting itfelf into ferious
matters. He was attentive, zealous, and faithful in difcharge of
the employs he had the care of. Whenever a vacancy of (_)iﬁce_
fuitable to his own talents happened, he never prefented himfelf
as a Candidate to fill it; and if he was advanced to honourable
poils, it was not .lhrough his feeking them, for he was qlw:@ys
content in his ftation. When other callings did not permt him
to difcharge the fun&lions of his Office, he prqfcrrm_l requefting
his difmiflion to ftaying in it and not performing his (.{uty, and
was contented with retaining the Title after baving enjoyed the

place
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place thirty-one years. He wasa worthy Member of this Royal
Academy; before he became fuch, he had worked on fubjeéts
that are not pretended to by this Academy, and enriched his
Memoirs with the method of making incruftations in marble for
tables and otherornaments. He aflifted as a Member of the
Houfe of Nobles during feveral Diets, and his behaviour was
fuch that none could reproach him with any mifcondué. There
was no craft or diflimulation to be found in him. He was ho-
noured with the favour' and particular kindnefs of the Kings
who reigned during his time. Wifdom, erudition, and virtue,
procure themfelves this advantage under an enlightened Govern-
ment; and what people have at thig period more reafon to be
thankful for this, than ourfelves ?

Our Swedenborg was never married, and I fhall not pretend
to have it confidered as a merit. If he did not engage in the
marriage tie, it was not through a coldnefs or indifference to the
Sex, for he efteemed the company and difcourfe of an agreeable
and lively woman as an eftimable recreation; but his great and
profound ftudies afforded him a p!(';-.ﬁn-{{ tranquillity both day and
night; and therefore he was often folitary, but never {fad.” He
m‘l_j()ycd {fo good a flate of health, that he was {carce ever indifpo-
fed. Always happy in himfelf, he in all circumftances maintained
the peace of his foul, and led a life happy in the fupreme degree,
even unto the moment that Nature demanded her due. He was
attacked with an apoplexy in London on the 24th of laft De-
cember, and died in the moft ferene manner on ‘he 2gth of
March following, being Eighty-five years of age, rich 1in the
Honourable Tellimonies of Remembrance that he left behind
him, fatisfied with the kind of life this World afforded, and the
flate of change he was about to enter into. If is much to be
defired this Royal Academy may preferve it’s worthy and ufe-
ful Members to a like period.

et WU S TS R e e e ——

§5~ Several paffages wherein Mr. Sandel appears to veil himfelf
with the common opinions and conclufions of the Scientific men,
whom he was then addrefling, apparently arifing from the fear of
being thought over credulous by them, have been omitted. His
real (¢éntiments relpefting Mr. Swedenborg, ftands fully evident from
his conduét on this oceafion, and the very handfome manner in
which he exprefles himfelf relative to the purity of his heart, the
re€titude of his a&tions, and the more than ordinary perfeétion of all
his mental faculties, even to the laft period of his life.

ANEC.




M. SWEDENBORG.

B i N A e

}j‘ VERY man, who has read the Sacred Scriptures with atten-
4 tion, may have perceived, that the names of feveral per-
fons have been changed confequent to their Spiritual Regenera-
tion, which Jefus Chrift our Saviour {poke of in the conference
he had with Nicodemus, who went, through fear of human judg-
ment, to pay him a vifit by night, and to the intent that he might
not be taken notice of by the Pharifees his affociates, who were
enemies to the light that came to enlighten, and to the truth it
manifelted to them. The Old Teftament furnifhes us with
feveral examples of this changing of names. = Abraham was firft
called Abram, which means rai/ed father ; but when God pro-
mifed to make a Covenant with him, and to make him a Father
of pations, whofe offspring fhould be as numerous as the Stars
in the firmament, he faid unto him, Thy name fhall no mare be
called Abram, but Abraham, Gen. xvii. Jacob having wreftled
with an angel of the Lord, who appeared to him as a palpable
human being, he on leaving him {aid, Thou fhalt no more be
called Jacob, but Ifrael, Gen. xxxii. When Simon, fon of Jonas,
had npclﬂ.y confefled his belief, that Jefus Chrifl was the Son of
God, the Lord called him Cephas, which fignifies a ftone, and
he was afterwards called by no other name but Peter, which is
derived from that word. Matt. xvi. John i. 42.

Emanuel Swedenborg was called Swedberg, after the namne
of -his father Jelper Swedberg, Bifhop of Skara, in Weftrogothia,
who was. deemed a learned man, relpeéted for his many virtues,
and greatly beloved by all good Chriftians. Emanuel, agreeable
to a general cuflom in Sweden, in which the greater part of the
fons of Bifhops are ftiled .Gentlemen, and have a Seat in the
Aflémbly of the States of the Kingdom, having been raifed to
this rank, was named De Swedenborg, a name which, both in the
German apd Swedifh languages, means, profeition or defence, ac-
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cording to the interpretation of the perfon who communicated
thefe Anecdotes concerning the Author, and who adds ; he will
undoubtedly be found a protector to all who are difpofed for
Spiritual Regeneration, by the acknowledgment and reception of
thofe truths, which the Lord has deigned to reveal to him, to be
made known to mankind ; and as he 1s to be regarded as an inftru-
ment in the hand of the Governor of the Univerfe; he may be
confidered as the Tutelar Angel, not only of the Swedes, butof all
l‘:l“'()l)(,‘.

Mr. Swedenborg was Affeffor of the Metallic College, and
Member of the Academy of Sciences in Sweden. The little
regard he had for the titles of honour and human grandeur, made
him determine to requeft his difmiflion from the office of Affeflor,
as will hereafter appear in the letter which Mr. Springer, Coun-
fellor of Commerce, wrote to me. He had a houfe in the en-
virons of Sud. It wasbuilt and arranged after his own liking,
and the apartments which were limited accordingly, were only
fuitable to himfelf. Adjoining to the houfe was a pretty large
Garden, inthe midft of which he had caufed a Summer-houfe to
be built ; there were four doors to the apartment which formed a
fquare, which was occafionally turned, in an inftant, into an
O&agon form, by the means of four other doors that belonged
toit. One of thefe doors thut with a fecret lock, which being
opened, there appeared a glafs door placed over aguinil a Bower,
under which a bird was feen in a Cage. This new {petagle pro-
duced an agreeable furprize of a fecond Garden to the perfon
who opened the door, which Mr. Swedenborg related was more
agrecable than the firft.. At the entrance of the Garden, there
was a parterre well covered with flowers, which he was very fond
of. In one of the quarters of the garden was a kind of labyrinth,
formed with the defign for an amufement to thofe who paid him
avifit. He derived no other advantage from the Garden, for he
gave the whole produce of it ta the Gardener, who waited on
him ; as alfo that of a very handfome Green-houle, in which he
took much pleafure.

The Gardener and his wife were the only fervants he had, and
he kept them {in the houfe] to the time of his deceafe. The
latter made his bed, brought water into the houfe, and placed it
in his Antichamber. He generally made his own Coffee, and
took much of it well fweetened. When at home, he chiefly
lived on milk, in which he foaked Bilcuits ; and at that time
neither drank Wine or any other Spirituous Liquors : when not in
his own houfe, he was very f{paring in-his eating and drinking ;
but was always in one equal temper of mind, and chearful.

His
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His wardrobe was very fimple, yet fuitable to the feafon.
He wore in winter a coat hined with fur; and when at home
in Summer, a morning robe. The ()nl) remarkable piece of
furniture that he had in his parlour, was a table of black marble,
on which one would have fuppofed at firft fight, that a hand of
Curds had been carelefsly thrown, it being fo well imitated. He
made a prefent of this table to the Metallic College, who preferve
1t with great care, y A

He u(ua“y [poke very dlﬁlﬂ(oﬂ\' but ftammered a little when
he fpol e too faft. When he bcgan totalk in company, every one
was filent, as well from the pleafure they had in hearing his dif-
(()llr[t, as from a fenfe of his well known great erudition, which
he did not {hew but on occafions in which he found himfelf forced
to it to prove his aflertions, or the little: weight of argument of
fome whom he converfed with.

In general, he would not enter into difpute on matters of Re-
ligion : if he was neceflitated to defend himfelf, he did it with
mildnefs and in few words ; butif any would not be convinced,

and got into a warmth of argument, he retired, {aying, Read

my writings attentively and without pl(‘]ll(ll((‘ they w ill anfwer
you mu‘y tead, and will },’1\'(, you rea‘on to (hangg your ideas
\nrl opinions onfuch things. An Ecclefiaftic who was a follower
of Zinzendorf, and a Dnch)rox Iu\lnuy in Gottenburg, under-
took to oppofe the writings of Mr. Swedenborg; but after hav-
ing firlk begun in relating, that he had not read the / writings, he
went on with his preliminary Difcourfe, in nhn(r the moft grofs
inveltives, and the moft Hldllgl)dll! and {c xndulom expreflions,
even againft Mr. Swedenborg’s perfon ; unto which he replied
with fo much modefty and mlldmf\ wnlmm taking notice of his
antagoniil’s perfon, rhat all applauded both the fubflan:e and
form of it. A certain Critic who is known well enough for ob-
ferving but little decorum in his expreflions, as well on the wri-
tings of an Author as on the Author himfelf, alfo undertook a
bitter im-r”"vc‘ againft his writings. The re I)Iv Mr. Sweden-
borg made to4t was very fhort, was plmtul only to communi-
cate to his friends, and conceived in the fnllm-.mg terms: ¢ I
have read what Dr. E. has related of me in his Theslsgica Bib-
h '."1'.11, page 704, and find the fame to contain the groffeft
andals again{t my perfon: I have not met therein with a grain

f pure xminn againfl any particular paflage in my writings, and
mulil obferve, that to attack any perfon with envenomed (lngg I8
1 fuch a manner, is againit all laws of juftice ; and theretore I

deem 1t but an indignity to ufe fuch kind of arguments in reply
t my opponent, as engag:ng in mun would be more like to wo-
” mca
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men of the loweft clafs, who in fcolding caft dirt into one ano.
ther’s faces, than any (hing elfe. Read, if you pleafe, what
is publifhed in my laft work, intitled, Vera Chrifliana Religio, of
thofe fecrets which were difcovered by me from the Lord,
No. 846 to 851, or page 492 to 502, and afterwards conclude,
yet from an unm(]ud(cd reafon, refpeéting my Revelati n."”
Moreover, thereis fome account of this perfon to be found in a
Memorable Relation, inferted in the above-mentioned work, at
No. 137, p.105to 108 ; whichmay be read by any that with to be
further informed. It is a very fmoul,lr circumitanc e, or at leaft very
remarkable, that almoft all who have read the writings of Swe
denborg, with a defign to refute them, have finifhed the attempt
by a //wn g to his fe ntiments.

At the bmmmnn of his Revelations, he fpoke freely OF what
he had feen and hwr d, and of his E xpllcdtl(nh on the Sacred
Writings ; but as foon as he difcovered that his difcourfes did
not plm e the Ecclefiaftics, he thought proper to be more re-
ferved and circum{peét, that he might prevent an op pmmnny
being given to Calumniators, and all pretences to their blaming
what they either could or wauld not comprehend.

He was in no wife led by that {elt- Io\(', which is obfervable in
thofe who publith new opinions concerning Church Doftrines
neither did he feek to make any Profelytes, not even communi-
cating his thoughts and fentiments, but to thofe whom he thought
virtuous, (ll[puful to hear them with moderation, capable of com-
pre :hending them, and lovers of Truth.

\()t\\ltllfL]nrlHlp this (ncmnfp(flmn, and although he never
fupported one principle contrary to the Decalogue, or good man-
ners; although his conduét was (\('npl'x\, and that he never
fpoke either .\;,{‘unll, the Government or particular pe: fons, he was
not exempted from perfecutions; he found enemies fo fcr ontodo
him mifchief, that he deemed it neceffary to leave the Capital, that
he might not fall into their hands. A young man in particular
went even to ]ns own houfe, with a de fwn to aflaflinate him ; the
Gardener’s wife told him, that Mr. Swedenborg was not at home,
left mifchief thould follow. But he would not believe her, and
run to the Garden thinking to find him. God who kept him

under his efpecial pmtcciinn, encompafled him on this occafion
for the young man being in hafle to get in, a nail that was in t

lock faftened fo to the cloak he was covered with, that he could
not difentangle mmfelf, and his naked {word t LH from beneath
the cloak out of his hands: thus greatly embarrafled, the fea
pf being diicovered feized him, and he retired witly 2l poflibie
hafle,
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hafte. This fame perfon was afterwards killed' in a Duel. ~ He
was alfo in danger of his life during the time of a Diet, info-
much that he was obliged to order his fervants not to let any
perfon into the houfe, until théy had farther orders from him,
which they took care to perform.

His writings raifed him many enemies amongft the Clergy, who
found various pretences to perfecute him to the utmoft. They
were given in to the Confiftory’; and there was an Affembly-of
Bifhops and ProfefTors of Thcology, appointed to examine them,
who took up a month in"doing it; and when that time was ex-
pired, they gave in a fentence favourable to thofe writings, and
things continued in that flate for the time ; but his enemies be-
coming more violent, from'the little fuccefs they had in that at-
tempt, took another method, and ' made the moft of Mr.
Swedenborg’s abfencé, who was at that time out of the kingdom
on a voyage, uninformed of what they'had done, and that they
were plotting to deftroy him. On. this occafion we may fay,
Tantane animis Ceeleflibus ira ! what a quantity of bitternels is
found in the fouls of thefe Bigots! the pretended fervants of a
Lord, who preached a Religion of which the Love of God and
Charity are the fole Foundations! Whom are they perfecuting ?
A man whofe writings breathe nothing' but thofe two loves, de-
claring them the only means capable of opening the Gate of
Heaven on the foul, and that their two oppolites, Self-Love and
the Love of the World, lead to eternal perdition. = Swedenborg
always praltifed the morals he taught ; but being informed on
his return of the evil intentione of his perfecutors, and being in-
flruéted by experience of what they were capable, he addreffed
himfelf to the King in the following ‘terms, drawn up in the
form of a Letter.

“STIRE;

¥ Find myfclf neceflitated at this period to have recourle to your
Majeily’s proteltion, having met with ufage of fuch a nature,
that no other perfon has experienced fince the eftablifhment of
Chriftianity in Sweden, and much lefs fince there has been liberty
of Conicience. The following is an abridgment of the par-
ticulars, that are the occafion of my requelting your Majeily's
interterence. .

On my arrival in Sweden from foreign parts, I was informed,
that  Bifhop F. had fupprefled and Fcizcd the Copies of . my
Jreatife De Amore Conjugiali, that I had printed in Holland, and

> 2 which
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which were fent to Norrkoping. Having inquired of fomerBithops;
whether Bifhop F. had acted in this manner, from his own
authority, or that of the Clerical. Body, they replied, that they
had heard of the affair, but that none of thent had been conlulted
about it, or had given his confent, thereunto ; and that there was
not-one word fet down in the Journal of -the Ecelefiaftic Court
concerning it, - Some Ecclefiaftics at Gottenburg, being em-
boldened by this inconfiderate and violent copduét of the Bithops,
began to fpeak and declaim loudly againft my writings, and fo
far fucceeded as to have.an affembly appointed for their examinar
tian, confifting of fome Bifhops and Profeflors in Divinity, This
Affembly continued. fitting for the fpace of fome months, and
at length made a favourable report, which ftopped the mouths of
thofe accufers ati once: their attempts were then thought to
ceafe, and the affair tohave an end, - To prevent all thoughts of
it’s being rekindled, it was concluded that a Petition {hould be
préfented to your Majefly, to iflue orders to the Chancellor of
information of the Authors who had raifed the

Juftice, to give ana
difturhance  at 'Gottenburg. - The Bifhop  and Deacon of that
affair, feeing the

place, wha were the priucipal movers in this

little fuccefs of theiy projeét to engage. the body of the Clergy,
to light up the fire which they had made ready the materials for,
had recourfe to- Caluminy and  Injurigs, and filled twenty printed
Jeaves with Invectives, which they circulated amongit the public.
1.was further informed, that your Majelty, hearing of this dil-
yute, took it under;your own canfideration, decided. i in the
Senate, and ordered the Chancellor to. forward letters relative
thereto, - to the, Confiftory at Gottenburg.

I.had no notice fent :me of all thefe proceedings ; my Perlon,
Writings, and Sentiments on the Worfhip of my Liord our
Savieur, were attacked and perfecuted, and 1 have neither been
called to make my defence, or heard refpelting it ; but Truth
itfelf has anfwered for me. The accounts that were publifhed
at Gottenburg on this matter, did not touch the {1 bitance of
he Caufe, and were Slled with 'invectives and grofs’ mjurias.
“Fhe firft account I hid of thefe papers; was from a general Com.
miffary of war at Eliinctir, and afiend at Stockholm, who leng
them to me tor a day; ‘and T found therein two lerters of Bifhop
. Iwherein 1t 1s faid, that he fhould meddle no more in it.
o defirous to convince the world, that all - thele pruv.,c(.'(h!lg)“’,
from thelr beginning to their end, have been carried on without
mv having eyer been heard. A “vamour has neverthe!cls {pread
f"\'mu;:h(‘!)x.! Stockholm; that the Chancellor of A]H{':i('( ha¢ de-
chred in writing " ta the Confiftery at ‘Gottenburg, that my

writings
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wiitings are prohibited from being brought into-that place; under
the penalty of 50 Dollars ; -and. that my Revelations have beert
declared falle, and not truth. I have already informed yous
Majelty, and befeech.you.to recal it to mind; that the Lord our
Saviour manifelted Himlglf to me in a fenfible; perfonal appear:
ance ; that He has commanded me to- write ;what has heen al«
ready done, and what I have. ftill to do: sthat He was afterwards
gracioudly pleafed to endow me with: the privilege of converfin
with Angels and Spirits, and; to be in fellowthip: with them.
haye already declared this more than onte to yourMajeftiesin- the
prefence of all the Royal Family, when  they were -gracioufly
pleafed to invite meto their table with five Senators, and feveral
other perfons ; this.was the only {ubjeét difcourfed of during the
repafl, . Of this I alfo fpoke afterwards to. feveral other Senators ;
and -more opeuly to their Excellencies:Count ' de Teflein, Count
Bonde, and. Count Hopken, 'who are. ftill.alive, and whorwere
{atished . with: the tmith of.it, . I have declared the fame -in
England, Holland, -Germany, Denmark, Spain, and at Paris,
to Kings, Princes, and. other particular perfons, as well -as to
tholedn. this kingdom. . If the common report- is believed,: the
Chancellor has declared, that what I have been: reciting are uns
gruths, although the very tzuth.  T'o fay that they cannot believé
and give credit to {fuch things, thercin will I exeufe them,  for it
is notin my power to.place others, in the {fame ftate. that Ged has-
placed me, {oas to be able to convincg them by: their: own eyes
and cars of the truth of,thofe deeds and: things -1 have miade
publicly known. . 1. have no ability to capa¢itate them to cond
verle with Angels and Spirits, neither to work miracles to difpofe
or force theirunderftandings, to comprehend what I fay.- Whes
jny writings are read with attention and coolrefle&tion, (in‘which
many things are. ta-be mgt  with-as hithertounknown)- it is eafy
enough.to conclude,. that.l could not come by fuch knowledge;
but by a real Vilion, and ¢onverfe- with. thofe® who are-in the
Spicigwal World, -~ As a further proof,. I. beleech their Excellen-
cigs to,perufe what.is contained in my Treatife on Conjugal-Love,
age - 314 to 316. This book is in the hands of Count
)’ Ekleblad, apd.Count. de Bjelke. | If rany,doubt fhall ftill res
main; Lam ready to teflify with the moft folemn oath that can
be offered in this matter, that I have faid nothing but cffentia)
and real Truth, without any mixture of degeption. This knows:
ledge is given to me fromour Saviour, not for any particular
merit of mine, but for the gaeat concern of all Chriftians® Sal.
vation-and-Happinefs ;-and--as fuch, how can any venture to
affert it 3s falfe 7 That'thefe things may appear fuch as many
have




‘have had no Conception of, and of confequence, that they cannét
from thence credit, has nothing remarkable in it, far {carce any
thing is known refpedting them. :
+ulflitis true that the Chancellor has wrote to the Confiftory at
Gottenburg, in the terms which I have related’ from the public
sumour; it will give occafion to “conclude, that my writings
contain crrors, and that what I have declared to be revealed to
me are falfities; ‘which can in no wife beproved, unlefs conftru.
¢d toa fenfe I never intended. In'fuch a cale, according to the
laivs on that head; I might be arrefted and fhut up in a prifén,
and all this ‘without having been heard in'my own tg,cfence. This
is «the motive of my having recourfe to your Majefty for protec.
tion ; for fince the' eftablithment of Chriftianity and Liberty in
our Country, it is'a thing altogether unheard of, that any perfon
has béen proceeded ‘agamft in the manner they have againft me,

On  this interefting affair, which concerns not only my writ-
ings, but alfo my perfon and reputation, I humbly requeft your
Majefly, that the Rev. Clergy may deliver in their opinion to
yourfelf on that matter, likewife the minutes of the Counecil that
examined the writings, -and the letter faid to be forwarded by the
Chancellor of Juftice ‘to the Confiftory at Gottenburg; to the
intent, that I may bé informed thereof, and, as well as others of
your: Majefty’s Subjeéts, be enabled to' make a fuitable reply,
and heard in" myown defence, poffefling the like right and privi-
leges to require it, "

“As to what relates to the Doétors Beyer and Rofeyn, of Gottens
burg, 1 advifed ‘them ‘t6 nothing, but to addrefs themfelves to
our; Lord and Saviout’ Jefus Chrift, as a means of attaining to
Heavenly Good and Bleffednefs, for He only has power in Hea-
ven and Earth, as declared in’ Matth. xxviii, 18, As faras 1
have been able tolearn, they have'faid'no more. This is con.
formable to the Augfburg Confeflion; the Formula Concordicd,
and the whole of Sacred Writ. Yet ‘thefe gentlemen have be-
come no lefs objeéts of the moft cruel perfecutions than myfelf,
arifing from the enmity of the Bithop'and Deacon of that town,
1 can fay the fame of 'my writings, which 1'regard as another
felf ; and that all that this Deacon has laid to my charge, is mere
fcandal and lyes. I have further to intreat, that the two letters
adjoined to this, which 1 wrote to Dr. Beyer, concerning this

bufinefs, may be read.
EMANUEL SWEDENBORG.”
It

The above addrefs was tranflated from the 1’1-pnch Tranflation of
the {ame, and correéted by the Englifh Tranflation from the Swed.
Ith Copies.
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It is well known, that even effential Truth itfelf has bcen
hated and rejefted, and thatit’s children, who have preached 1t,
have been defpifed and perfecuted ; ought we then to be {urprifed,
it a difciple of this Truth was alfo, at a period when falfe wil-
dom under the fine name of Philofophy, in feeking to deftroy it,
and eftablifh itfelf on it’s ruins, has attraéled by it’s Thowy e
{el, the refpeét and admiration of men. Even in London, *
we are credibly informed, that fome have fet them{elves in op-
pe fition to thefe Writings, and attempted to dep reciate their
merit ; but nnt\\llh”dn(lln" the efforts of his enemies, who fought
in his life time to deftroy his reputation, and to hu\ the l\: r-
fe&tion of his mind and virtues, he was ftill .xl\\mm well 1
ceived in our Court of Sweden during the time of his ‘ftay at
Stockholm. He wasinvited to fup w ithall 111: Qoyal Family ; and
Senater Count Hupl\( n, alfo Count de Teffein, two very eflima
ble men, declared themfelves openly to be his friends, and made
him frequent vifits.

Counfellor

* The friends to the Honourable Author’s Writings having lately
f( en {fome obfervations on them , tendino to difc ountenance t}wn x)é-
rufal by the ferious part of mankind, take this ()m)m'hmir\'ui%im‘L.-
ring, froma long acquaintance with the Contents, that thefe Wri-
tings, 1nftcad of meritiug oppofition from any who lay claim to the
Chriftian name and nature, contain Truths highly worthy of their
moft mature and inp;nli.zl attention ; and fo far from militating
againft the fenfe of the Scriptures, reflett the highe{t honour on them,
r,mmmg out in innumerable inftances thei (lh“t“ll Holinefs and
ﬂivinﬂy: infifting that they contain the very Laws and Order of
Heaven, by which all Chriftian Men are to form their lives,
aind 'lm 1 which all Doétrine muft be drawn,----Th ey take this op-
portunity of obferving, that they feck to enter into no d lifputes w ith
any, and h.i\mu nothing but the welffre of Eternal Truth at heart,

bour only I() thew :':; real and effential Divinity, the real and
comprehenfible Divinity of our Lord Jefus Chrift, the orcatnefs of
our Rede m],rmn and Salvation by Him, and the neceflity of a per-
feét Conformity of Life to all that is great and good ; thatthey enter-
tain and inculcate the moft unbounded love to all mankind.

he 1";;.11‘1-
Ing all the peculiarities of their forms as but {econdary matte

) 5 and
have only 1o wifh, that thofe who cannot join with them in an admi-
ration of the great truths difcoverable in E. Swedenborg’s writings,
would allow others a like fhare of libe rty in judging of religious mat-
vcrs, as they themfelves ll) claim to. >




Gitge 3
Counfellor Sandel, Knight, being on a vifit to Mr. Sweden-
borg, aud feeing a quantity of MS*. of his withoutany ¢ rreftions
or erafures, lying on the table where he wrote, afked him, if he
took the trouble to copy them fairly out again for the prefs ? 1
put thele in that ftate in writing them out the firft time, anfwered
the Author, for I am but a Secretary, who write from what 18
diftated to my Spirit.
One who was a great follower of Behmen, afked him at
YLondon what he thought of that Author. He was a good
man, replied Mr. Swedenborg ; it 1s a pity that he has let {fome
errors flip into his writings, particularly on the Trinity. !
One afked him if there was any truth in the Hermetic Philo-
{ophy. ied he, I believe it is true, and one of the great- \
eft wonders of God ; but I advife no perfon to engage in it.
On arriving at Gottenburg from London, he was told that his
houfe had been deftroyed by the flames, in the great {ire thatburnt
almotft all the South Subuib of Stockholm, in 1759. No, an-
fwered Mr. Swedenborg, my houfe is not burnt; the fire only
reached to fuch and fuch a part. What he f{aid was true ; and
the thing was then of fo-recent a nature, that he could have had
no particular account of it, eitherby a letter or any pet fon. On L
this head, fee Mr. Springer’s letters, in which it appears, that he
had predicled that fuch a fire would happen.
He was afked one day, why fo few of the Ecclefiaftics of
Gottenburg adopted his ideas of the Sacred Scripture. It s,
faid he, from the reafon that they get confirmed in their prejudi-
ces, during their fludies in the Academy and Schools, by the Soli-
fidian Dottrine ; but although they clearly perceive that what I fay
1s true, yet their ambition, their felf-love, honour, and intereft,
do combinedly fo Work on them, that they cannot declare openly
for it. ‘
He had at times very {trong temptations, in which he prayed
much. Thofe who fawhim in thefe ftates fuppofed he was fick ;
but when delivered from them, he returned thanks to God, and
told thofe who were troubled forhim, God be eternally praifed !

comfort vourfelves mv friends, all has difapy cared or p.xl](ml away :
and reft fatished, that nothing happens to me but what the Lord
permits, who never lays on us a burden more weighty on any,

than we are able to bear.

During
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During the times the Diets were held, he was defirous to know
what pnﬂ"cd therein, ‘when not prefent himfelf ; for as the chief of
a family he had a right to affift, and had a feat in the States of
the I\'inﬁd(»ln ; but when he perceived that the hatred and envy of
the two }mr!ivs increafed, he went but very {eldom amongﬂ
them, becaufe his love for truth and juftice always led him to
vote accordingly.

Mr. Swedenborg gave every year a fum of money to the
poorof the parifh, 'n whofe diftri& his houfe was. But he was
wont to fay, that good ought to be done with due difcernment,
without which we oft run a rifk of doing a real evil by alms
given in an inconﬁ_dcm!('. manner. ‘

In his Journal for the year 1767, there is a note in his own
hand-writing, 1n which he relates, that he had {poke with the
great mufician Mr. de Roman, on th.c day of the : interment
of his body, and at the very time of the celebration of his
Funeral.

The Senator, Monfieur le Comte de Hopken, and the Wife of
Mr. Swedenborg’s Gardener, have confirmed me in the truth of
the two following tranfaétions. After the deceafe of Mr. de
Marteville, certain people came to demand a debt of his widow,
of aconfiderable fum of money, that they faid was due to them
by her dece afed hufband ; this fhe knew was not a juftone, be-
caufe it had been paid during his life-time ; yet could not tell
where the acquittance was put. In her trouble, fhe applied to
Mr. Swedenborg, who informed her where it was on the next
day, telling her he had {poke to her deceafed hufband, who re-
lated to him where he had put this acquittance, and that fhe would
find it in the particular place he defcribed. The deceafed perfon
was alfo feen in a dream by his now Widow, appearing drefled
in the fame morning gown he .wore before his deceafe, and hav-
ing given her the {fame advice and marks, withdrew himfelf. She
was fo frig'ntcncd that fhe awoke her chamber-maid that lay near
her, and ‘told her direétly the whole account. The acquittance
was found in the place that Mr. Swedenborg had told her it was.
This account was univerfally known, both at Court and in Stock=-
holm, and every one related it according to his information.

Another remarkable tr afaétion. - The Queen Dowager of
Adolphus Frederick, and Sifter to the King of Pruffia, having
heard of the foregoing account, and f{everal others faid to be done
by M. Swedenborg, told the Senatorle Comte de Hopken, that
fhe wifhed to fpeak to him. The Count in going to carry the
Queen’s orders, met Mr. Swedenborg, who was going to the
Palace, with a defign to fpeak to that Princefs. After having cona

verfed
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verfed on various fubje@s, the Queen afked him if he could know
the contents of a letter that {he had wrote to her brother, the
deceafed Prince of Pruffia; of which contents fhe knew that no
erfon in the world had any knowledge of, except that brother.
Mr. Swedenborg told her, that he would recite the contents of
that letter to her within a few days.” He kept his word, and
having drawn her Majefty apart, he told her the whole contents
of the faid letter, word for word. The Queen, who was far
from fuperftitious, ‘and endowed with a great {hare of underftand-
ing, was {truck with the greateft aftonifhment. She recounted
this affair to others, which at length became generally known in
Stockholm, and much talked of out of  the Kingdnm, where
every one related it after his own way.

This Queen being on a vifit at Berlin, after the death of the
King her hufband, fome Academicians, whom fhe had done the
honour to invite to her table, took the liberty to afk her, if this
account was true. She waved the fubjeét by anfwering, Ob for
the affair of the Countefs de Marteville, it 15 certainly true ; and faid
nothing of what concerned herfelf. 1 had this from Mr. M—,
oneof thofe Academicians, unto whom this Princefs afterwards
made a prefent of fome works of Mr. Swedenborg, which he
very friendly lent me.* 1 afterwards procured them for myfelf ;
and the fatisfaction that 1 found in the re-perufal of them, led me
to tranflate fome of them into the French language, of which the
Tranflation of the Treatife on Heaven and Hell, is of the
number.

His Excellency, the Senator Count Hopken, who is ftill
alive, and ;1rk:zt1)'(nilx.'<'mcd and refpected by the Swedifh Nation,
on account of his profound fagacity, and for having conducted
with the greatefl prudence, the affairs of the Kingdom in quality
of Premier, or firft minifter, in the moft violent and critical peri-
od, afked once of Mr. Swedenborg, why he had publifhed in
his writings, things which many people looked on as vifionary
matters and flories ; and which apparently led them to defpife
the many admirable arguments contained 1n them. I received
an order from the Lord, to write and publifh them, replied Mr,
Swedenborg ; therefore do not fuppofe, that without this ex-
prefs order I fhould have publifhed things that 1 apprehended
would be deemed as ftories, and from being mifapprehended,
would make me appear ridiculous in the eyes of many people.
If 1 declare to them that I have received fuch an order, they

will

* Abbe Pernetty,
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will not believe me ; and therefore 1 fhall reft fatisfied with hav-
ing obeyed the orders of my God; and fhall anfwer them as
Paul to the Corinthians: Nos Jhulti propter Chriftum, vos autem
prudentes m (A'/u"///(): and, &7 /"11/}1»1:'7/111& Deo infanimus, &C.

The fame Senator obferved to his Majelty, 1\'1‘11;1 Guftavus, that
if the Swedes fhould hereafter eftablifh any (i;»\t»i]}', the Do¢trine
which Swedenborg has publifhed, as the Doé&rine of the New
Church of Jefus Chrift, ought to be taught in it, becaufe that
agrccnh]c to the |)rincip]cs he lays down, the Colonifts would
then truly poflefs the Love of God, and Charity as the end of all
their actions ; that they would be a&tive, induftrious, and intrepid
in dangers, being verily perfuaded that what we call Death is
no more than a paflage from this life, to one that is more hap-
PY 3 and in fhort, that according to the interior and fpiritual {enfe
contained within the letter of the Sacred Writings, nothing
would be found to excule their offences.—Notwithiftanding the
number of Vifits that he received from people of all ranks, he
would never receive any particular ones, and more elpecially
thofe of the female fex, without one of his Domeftics - being pre-
fent ; and that his Vifitors always fpoke in the langnage of the
Country ; the reafon for which he gave was, I will have witnefles
of my difcourfe and condué, that all pretences to malicious
affertions and {candal may be taken away.

The following fact is a proof of what I have juft obferved;
and which T have from the wife of Mr. Swedenborg’s Gardener.
Bifhop Hallenius, the fucceflor of Swedenborg’s father, paying
4 vifit to Mr. Swedenborg, the difcourfe began on the nature of
eommon Sermons. Mr. Swedenborg told the Bifhop amongit
other things: you infert things that are falfe in your’s 5 on this,
the Bifhop told the Gardener who was prefent to retire, but Mr.
Swedenborg commanded him to flay. The converfation went on,
and both turned over the Hebrew and Greek Bibles, to fhew the
texts that were agreeable to their aflertions : at length the con-
verfation finifhed, by fome obl rvations tending as reproaches to
the Bifhop on his Avarice, and various unjuft actions: you have
already prepared yourfelf a place in Hell, faid Mr. Swedenborg ;
but, added he, 1 predict that you will fome months hence be at-
tacked with a grievous illnefs, during which time the Lord will
{eek to convert you. If you do then open your heart to his holy
infpirations, yuurcon\'crlil)n will take place. When this 11;115-
pens, write to me for my Theological Works, and 1 will {fend
them toyou. In {hort, after fome months had pafled, an officer
of the Province and Bifhoprick of Skara came to pay a vifit to
Mr. Swedenborg. On being afked how the Bifhop Hallenius
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was ; he has been very ill, replied the officer,. but at prefent he
is well recoveredy and is become altogether another perfon, being
now a Pradifer of what is good, ftull of probity, and 'returns
fometimes three or four fold of property, for what he had before
unjuftly taken into his pofleffion. This Bithop was trom that
time, even to the hour of Death, one of the greateft fupporters
of the Doé&rine of the New Church of the Lord, and declared
openly, that the Theological writings of Mr. Swedenborg were
the moft precious treafures given for the welfare of mankind.

Mr. Swedenborg was of a very mild temper, yet juft, and in+
capable of perverting truth, for human relpefls or any other
motive. Mr. Robfam, the Author of his Life, having afked
him if a certain Curate, who was greatly efteemed in the Capi-
tal on account of his flowery Sermons, who was lately deceafed,
had a place in Heaven? No, faid Mr. Swedenborg, he went
direétly into the Abyfs ; for this Ecclefiaftic left his devotion in
the pulpit; he was not pious, but a hypocrite, proud, and greatly
vain of the gifts he had received from Nature, and the goods of
fortune he was continually feeking to acquire. Truly, falfe ap-
pearances will ftand us in no ftead hereafter ; they were all feparas
¢ed from him after his deceafe; the mafk has fell off from him ; and
at that period it is manifeft to all, whether the man is inwardly
evil or good.

The fame Mr. Robfam, having alfo afked him in what manner
he firft begun to have his Revelations : * I was at London, faid
Mr. Swedenborg, and dined late at my ufual Inn, where I had a
room kept for me, that I might have the liberty to meditate in
peace on Spiritual things. 1 had felt myfelf preffed by hunger,
and was eating very heartily. Towards the end of the meal, I
perceived that a kind of mifl came over my eyes, and I faw the
floor of the room covered with frightful reptiles, fuch as fer-
pents, toads, caterpillars, and others ; their number appeared to
wncreafe as the darknefs did, but both foon paffed away.— After
that, I faw clearly a Man in the midft of a bright and fhining Light
fitting ina corner of theroom. I wasalone, and you may ju§ e
of the confternation I was in, when I heard him pronounce dif-
tinftly, and in a found of voice very capable of firiking ter-
ror, Eat not fo much. After thefe “words, my fight began to
grow obfcure, but came too, little by little, and then I faw my-
felf alone in the room. Still a little frightened at what I had
feen, 1 made hafle to my own apartment, without {peaking to
any one of what had happened to me. Ithere reflected feriouf-
ly on it, and could find no reafon to fuppofe it to be an effect
from chance, or any phyfical caufe.

. 6" Tht




¢ 29 9

¢« The following night, the fame Pcrfon appeared to me, ina
ftrong fhining light, and faid,—* 1 AM Gop THE LORD, THE
CREATOR AND REDEEMER; I HAVE CHOSEN THEE TO
ExpLAIN TO MEN THE INTERIOR AND SPIRITUAL SENSE
oF THE SACRED WRITINGS: I WILL DICTATE UNTO THEE
WHAT YOU OUGHT TO WRITE. —I was not at all frightene
now, and the light with which He was encompafled, although
very bright and refplendent, occafioned no painful impreflion on
my eyes. He was clothed in Purple, and the vifion lafted a full
quarter of an hour. That fame night were the eyes of my
Spirit op('nul, and difpofed fo that I might have a Spiritual Sight
of Heaven, the World of Spirits, and the Hells; and I found
every-where many perfons of my own acquaintance, fome of
them deceafed a long, and others but a fhort time. :

« From that day I gave up all my worldly occupations, thatI
might have leifure to employ myfelf in Spiritual ones, in confor-
mitv to the command I had received,

« It happened often unto me after that period, that my Spiritual
fight was opened {o far, that I could fee in the moft clear and
diftiné manner, what paffed in the Spiritual World, 'and con-
verfe with Angels and Spirits, in the fame manner as I {peak
with men.”

Mr. Swedenborg has related the fame to the Doftors Beyer
and Rofen, when he dined with the laft, at his houfe at Gotten-
burg. Some might perhaps fay, that this Perfon was an angel of
darknefs, transformed into an Angel of Light, tofeduce and de-
ceive Mr. Swedenborg; but the Lord has taught us a certain
maxim, by which we may know falfe Prophets and Hypocrites,
and that is, By THEIR FRUITS YE SHALL KNOW THEM.
And in relation to this, He told the Pharifees, If ye fhali xrep
1t CoMMANDMENTS of my Father, ye will underftand
what I fay, and know if my Dottrine is from God or no.—Did
not the outward obfervers, the fticklers for the doftrinal tra-
ditions of men, and the moft outward or hufky part of Divine
Writ, even fay, that the Lord himfelf was a Fool or Madman, a
Blafphemer, that he was infpired by the Devil, and that he did
his miracles in the name and by the power of Beelzebub? Men
who, as to the Internal flate of their lives, fland out of the order
of Heaven, and whofe reafonings are of confequence correfy
pondent thereunto, cannot but form a wrong judgment of thefe
things ; but it is otherwife with thofe who are real Chriftians, {o
who have made good advances in that life, without which no man
fhall fee the Lord ; and fuch only are deemed competent judges
of the contents of Swedeaborg’s writings, and of his conduct.

Let
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Let fuch enly read thofe writings impartially, and they will foon
lzcnci\'c, that the angel of darknels was either hm‘(fd by God
to teach the Truth, that is deflruétive of his own kingdom, or
what is by far more reafonable, that fucha one could in no wife
be theauthor of the contents of thof.

Mr. Robfam having afked of the wife of Mr. Swedenborg’s
Gardener, if the had ever obferved any change in the counte-
nance of her mafter, foon after he had converfed with Spirits,
to this fhereplied: Entering one day after dinner into his chamber,
I faw his eyes like unto amoft bright flame : I drew back, fay-
ing, In the name of God, Sir, what has ]mppvucd extraordinary
to you, for you have a very particular kind of appearance.
What kind of look have I, anfwered he? 1 then told him w hat
had ftruck me. Well, well, replied he (which was his favourite
expreflion) don’t be frightened, the Lord has {o difpofed my eyes
that by them Spirits may fee what is in our world. In a {hort
time this appearance paffed away, as he faid it would. I know,
faid the, when he has converfed with Heavenly Spirits, for there
1s a pleafure and calm fatisfaétion in his countenance, which
charms thofe that fee it; but after he has converfed with evil
Spirits, he has a forrowful look.

Mr. Swedenborg did not make any preparations for his voyage ;
he was wont to go without any fervant, in an open Coach from
Stockholm to Gottenburg, and from thence by Sea. I know,
fays Mr. Robfam, two Captains of Veflels who have carried him
from Sweden to England, and have brought him back from
thepce. The name of one was Harrilon, the other Browel.
The firlt told me, that ¢« Mr. Swedenborg kept himfelf to his bed
almoit all the time of the voyage, {poke much when [apparently]]
alone, and ;1]w&ys anf{wered any qu(-Hi()m he put to him with
great fagacity.  When he is on board my Ship, I have obferved
that I have the moft favourable wind ; and could I always have
him, I would carry bim very willingly for nothing.”  Browel
{aid the {ame thing : he carried Mr. Swedc nborg from London
to Stbckholm, in a very remarkable fhort fpace of time, When
I fpoke of this to Mr. Swedenborg, he replied ; “ I have always
been particularly favoured in my Sea voyages.”’

I met him in his carriage, when he was going to London, on
his lafl voyage but one, and afked him, how he durft undertake
fo long a voyage at the age of 80: do you think added I, that 1
fhall fee you return hither ? Be not unealy, my friend, faid he; if
you live we fhall fee one another again, for I have yet another
voyage of this Kind to make. « He returned accordingly. The
bafl tume of his departure from Sweden, he came to fee me on the
day

e Writings.
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dav he was to fet out, and I then afked him if we fHould meet
.xg{.nin. He anfwered me in a tender and touching manner, [ do
not know whether I fhall return ; but am affured, 1 {hall not die
before 1 have finifhed the publication of the book, intitled, 7rue
Chriftian Religion, and for which only I am now about to de-
sart. But fhould we not fee one another more in this lower
world, we fhall in the prefence of the Lord our good Father, if
{0 be that we obferve to do his commandments.. He then took
a chearful leave, and went with an apparent vigour of body, of
aman of thirty years of age.

Some time before this laft voyage, he had petitioned his
Majefty the King Adolphus Frederick, to expedite letters to the
Confiffories of the Kingdom, for the examination of his writ-
ings, and to enjoin them to give their advice on the contents :
but the Confiftorjes did not do it.

The ]\'in;{h.nin;{ met Mr. Swedenborg, told him, The Con-
{iltories have been {ilent on my Jetters, and your w ri(ing.\; and
putting his hand on Mr: Swedenborg’s thoulder, added; < We
may conclude that they have found nothing reprehenfible in shem,
and that you have wrote n conformity to T'ruth.”

Ao Lol o) ke 5B a2y

From C. SPRINGER, Esq. to L’ ABBE PERNETTY, Librarian
to the Kinc of PRUSSIA.

Sd. Ry

Y the letter, that you honoured me with, dated Berlin the
6th of laft December, and which came late to hand, I per-
ceive that you defire to have fome of the works publifhed by the
deceafed Affeffor, Emanuel Swedenborg; as alfo a relation of
the particulars that puiii'd at my meeting with him during his
life-time ; and that my friends, Mellrs de Nordenfkjold, have
directed you to me for fuc h information ; in regard to which, I
{hall fatisfy your defires on thofe heads, {o far forth as my ftrength
and fight will permit me, which have failed me confiderably
within the laft two years, and which on my approaching near to

my 79gth year s indeed lefs to be wondered at. i
It is to be obferved, that Affeffor Swedenborg was not a
Count, but a fimple Gentleman fo far as the year 1719. His
father Jefper Swedberg was l’;!ilmp‘ of Skara, and a man of
great learning ; but this Emanuel Swedenbarg w:,t;iji—‘,,,'
(s0d
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God with greater endowments. His knowledge and fincerity
were both very remarkable. He was conftant in friendfhip, ex-
remely fober 1n his dict, and plain in his clothing. His com-
mon food was bread and butter, and milk Coffec ; yet at times
he was wont to eat a litte fith, but eat very feldom any meat, or
drank above two glaffes of wine. He difregarded places of
honour, and therefore determined, about the year 1740, to requeft
his difcharge from the place he was appointed to: but the King
granted him a penfion of the moiety of the falary of his place,
which he enjoyed to the time of his deceafe. It gives me a very
particular pleafure to underftand that you, Sir, intend to tranflate
fome of his works, to the intent that they may became more
generally known ; and that you propofe beginning with that in-
titled,  “ Arcana Celeflia.” It is in 8 vols. and fells for Eight
Guineas, or Eight Livres, Eight Shillings Sterling. His laft
Tra&t, intitled, Coronis feu Appendix ad Veram Chriftianam Religi-
onem, fells for Two Shillings.

The expence for the carriage may be, about Three Shillings
more, fo that the total will amount to Eight Livres Sterling,
Thirteen Shillings. An opportunity of {ending them by Ham-
burg, may be found during any month in the year.

I waited, Sir, on the Count de Luzi, and informed him of
your commiffion to me reflpeéting thefe books. He told me,
that he had not received any advice butas he was well acquaint-
ed with you it was fufficient, and that he would take on him to
advance the money for the purchafe of the Books; adding
afterwards, that itmight not be amifs, that you fhould be inform-
ed of the high price of them before they were fent. It will
therefore inurely depend on you, Sir, toinform me whether you
wifh to have them {ent.

I apprehend, Sir, that you muft be pofleffed of another Latin
Work, of the decealed Mr. Swedenborg, intitled, De Celo et
Inferno. 1 eould with neverthelefs, that you were alfo poffeffed
of the Englifh Tranflation of that work, which was performed
by the learned Doétor in Divinity, Thomas Hartley : in the
maxgin of that work, are to be met with Notes and Obfervations
of the Tranflator. His Treatife cofls Ten Shillings.

This Dottor Hartley has likewife tranflated into Englifh, with
Notes and learned Obfervations, a {fmall Treatife of the late Mr.
Swedenborg, intitled, 4 erfq/op/)ic -Lm.'u/?mtiou, on ifve nature
of Influx, as it rfjjm‘/; the C'()/;m_zmuml_/on and Onm_‘r/llon of the
8wl and Body, in 4to, The price of that tranflation is Twa
Shillings and Sixpence : it concludes with a letter from thcl\lztc
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Mr. Swederiborg, to Dr. Hardley, concerning his family and
connettions.

~ There is alfo a fmall Volume in 8vo. the Latin title of which
{s, Nova Hiersfilyma, &c. This allo has been tmnflated into
Enghih, but 1s impt'xft(’ft."f‘ The Latin copy is therefore more
worthy of perufal on this account, than that edition. It may
not be amifs to obferve, that although this tranflation 1s 1mper=
fe&t, there is ot, as I am informed, a copy to be fold. Asto
the Arcana Celeflia, 1 am told that there are but two fets of the
Volumes to be met with, one of which I have retained for your
{ervice.

I 'thall now proceed to {atisfy the defire you have, Sir, of bes
ing informed of the difeourfes I had with the faid Mr. Sweden=
borg, as well by ourfelves, as in the prefence of others ; but I
mull here obferve, that as there was much, it would ‘be teo
difficult to relate the whole.

[t is certain, that two or three weeks before his deceafe, -and
not two or three days (as his opponents infinuate), I afked him,
when heé believed that the New Jerufalem, or the New Church
of God, would be manifefted, and if this manifeftation would
take place in the four quarters of the World? His anfwer was,
that no mortal could declare the tirme, no, not even the Celeftial
Angels: and that it was {olely in the will of God. Read, fays
he, the Revelations, Chap. xx1. 2 ; and Zechariah, Ch.p. xiv. m‘);
and you will find therein, that it is not to be doubted, but that
the New Jerulalem [l)ifpcni}ui(mj will manifeft ‘itfelt to all the
earth.

I queftioned him alfo concerning the letter that was wrote by
the Queen of Sweden, to her brother the deceafed Margrave ;
he replied, mach of the common report is true, and part of it
not ; but perhaps the whole of the matter 1s better known at
Berlin, [than in other parts. ()

I then
- > Sotisnipe

* The Extralts from the drcana Caleftia were omitted in that
Edition. »

+ A friend to Mr. Swedenborg’s writings was informed of the
following pdmcnl;us rci';'ct“‘.in% this trapfaétion, by the writer of the
above letter, which containing {fome things not found in the account
related in the Anecdotes, is inferted for the reader’s perufal.—¢ The
Queen had fent fome Lettersof a fecret naturg to her brother, a
Prince in/ Pruffia, and being defirous to know whether he had re-
ceived them, fhe confulted Mr., Swedenborg concerning it, who
told her he would inform her whether he had or'not in a few days.
On his going to the Queen at the time appointed, he told her that
ber brother had received them, and was going to anfwer them, and

X that
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I then afked him whether it was true, as I was informed i
was, that when he was at Gottenburg, ga Swedifh town about
6o Swedith miles from Stockholm) he had foretold to his friends,
shree days before the arrival of the poft, the particular hour of
the beginning of the great fire that happened at Stockholm ; to
which he replied, that it was exaétly true.

I put to himalfo many queflions concerning Charles the XIT,
of Sweden, and received furprifing anfwers from him on that
head.

I {hall now proceed to relate to you, Sir, what I have feen and
beard of him. Fifteenyears ago, Mr. Swedenborg was about to
depart for Sweden, and defired me to procure him a good
Captain, which I did. I made the agreement with a perfon
named Dixon. Mr. Swedenborg’s effefts were carried on board
the veflel; and as his apartment was at fome diftance from the
port, we took for that mght a chamber at an Inn near it, becaufe
the Captain of the Vellel was to come and fetch him in the
morning. He went to bed, and J went to {it in another room
with the perfon of the houfe, with whom I was converfing.
We both heard a remaskable noife, and could not apprehend
what it could be ; and therefore drew near to adoor, where there
was a little window that looked into the Chamber where Mr.
Bwedenborg lay. We faw him with his hands raifed towards hea-
ven, and his body in thegreateft agitation. He {poke much for
the fpace of half an hour, but we could urderftand nothing of
what he faid, except, that when he let his hands fall down, we
keard him fay with. a loud voice, My God! But we could not
hear what he iaid more. He remained afterwards very quietly
in his bed. I entered into the Chamber with the mafier of the
houfe, and afked him if he wasill. No, faid he, but I have had
& long difcourfe with fome of the Heavenly Friends, and am at
this tim> in a violent {weat,

As his efle@ls were embarked on board the veflel, he afked the
perfon of  the houfe to lethim have 2 Shirt; he then went agaix
to bed, and flept till morning, When the Captain of the Veffel
came to fetch Mr. Swedenborg, I took my leave of him, and
wifhed him a happy voyage : having then afked the €aptain if he
was provided with good and neceflary provifions, he anfwered

me,

that in the Efcrutore of the Prince was an unfinifhed letter, that
tvas intended to have been fent to her, before his deceafe, On this
fhe {ent to the King of Praflia, and the letter was found as Mr,

8wedenborg had preditted, which the King, fent to hers
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me, thathe had as much as was needful for the voyage. On this
Mr. Swedenborg faid, * My friend, we have not need of a great
“¢ guantity ; for this day week we fhall, by the aid of God, enter
« into the port of Stockholm, at Two o'Clock.” On Captain
Dixon’s return, he related to me that this happened exactly as
Mr. Swedenborg had foretold.

Two years afterwards, Mr. Swedenborg returred to London,
where we continued our ancient friendfhip. He informed me,
that he had fent his works to the Swedifh Bifhops, but without
fruit, and that they were received by them with the fame in-
difference, as he had experienced on the part of the Englilh
ones. 1 obferved a remarkable change amongit the Bifhops in
London, for before his voyage to Sweden, they received his
works with indifference, but after it with great relpect. 1 afked
him from whence this change happened ¢ He replied, *¢ God
knows the time when his Church ought to commence.”

His intimate friends here, were the Doéor in Divinity,
Thomas Haitley; the deceafed Doétor in Philofopy, Hampe, a
learned man who was Preceptor te George the Ii; and the
Doétor in Medicine, Mefletter ; but Dottor Hartley, a man of
profound Science, and a true fervant of God, was his mofl in-
simate friend. It was' he who tranflated into hng“ﬂl (as was
obferved above) the work of Mr. 5w edenborg, 1ntited, De
Celo et Inferno, with the learned oblervations thereon; as alfo
that whichis intitled, 4 Theofophic Lucubra fon on the Nature of
Difiuz, with Notes of a like kind. This Do&or is itill alive,
but far advanced in years.

As to whatrelates to myfelf, I cannot, Sir, point out the reafon
of Mr. Swedenborg’s p‘rcfxt regard for me, who am not a man of
literature. Itis true, that we were good friends in Sweden, but
that this friendihip fhould continue between us with fuch con-
ftancy as it did, 1s what 1 did not expett.,

The wiole of what he has related to me, concerning my
decealed friends and enemies, and of the {ecrets which exifted
only between them and me, is almoft paft beliet.. Heeven ex-

lained to me in what manner the peace was conc luded, between
Sweden and the King of Praflia; and prailed my conduét ow
that occafion. He pointed out to me the three Great Perfonages,
whofe fervices 1 made ufe of in that circumftance, which was
neverthelefs a great fecret betwixt us. I afked him how he
could be inftruéted of thele particulars, and who had difcovered
¢hem to him: to which he replied, ¢ W ho informed me of
¢ your affair with Couat de C— E—d! You cannot deny the
« truth of what 1 have jultrelated to you. Continue, added he,
k‘. 2 10
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¢ to merit his reproaches ; depart not from the good way, either
¢« for honours or money ; but contratiwife, continue as conftant
¢ therein, asyaou have been hitherto, and you will profper."”

I wifh, Sir, thatI was capable of reporting to you all that he
told me; but I muft finith my letter, in afluring you of the
efteem with which I am

Your’s, &c.
C. SPRINGER,
Lonpown, JAN, 18th, 1782,

[PRBRPSIRSPEI L s )~ b e

This Letter, as well as the preceding Anecdotes, were direc«
eed to the Tranflator of the French Treatfe on Heaven and

Hell,

LETPERS
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The Hon. EMAN, SWEDENBORG:.

'_________,___"——""'—’".
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To his Excellency the AMBASSADOR,

Paffed the Winter at. Amfterdam, and during that period,
ublifhed an Explication of St. John's Revelation; intitled,
Apacalypfis Revelata, containing Secrets hitherto unrevealed.
1 have fent your Excellency Twenty Copies of sthe fame. Meflrs
Howen and Zoon are acquainted with the Captain who has the
care of them, Of this Work I have fent Two Copies to the
Cardinal 'de Rohan, Two to the Royal Society of Sciences;
Two to our Secretary of State, and One for the Royal Library.
In the fame work are inferted various Memorable Relations of
my intercourfe with the Spiritual World : they are feparated
from the text of the Work by Afterics, and are to be found at
the end of the E,\pli(‘ation of each Chapter: as they contain
feveral remarkable 1:&!11(‘\\141‘3, they may })Y()l);l]\]y excite the
reader to their firft pcrllj}\l. Befides this, I have pub]i{hed a
new method of finding out the Longitude, which I difcovered
in my youth, Of this I fend your Excellency Ten Copies, to
communicate to thofe who have a knowledge in Aftrenomy. ¥
your Excellency pleales, {hould a fuitable opportunitk' prefert
itfelf, 1 fhall efteem 1ta favour, if you will {end Two Copies o
the Royal Society at Berlin. 1 fhall fet out this week for London,
where I propofe {laying about ten weeks ; and fhall be informed

by Baron Nolken, if the Book is arrived.

L B % R 2K

To the SECRETARY of STATE.
Have at laft finifhed the Explication of St. John's Revela
tions, circulated them round to all the Univerfities 1n Hol-

End, Germany, France, and England ; and am going to fend
X Seventy
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Scvanty Copies to Stockholm, of which your bopour will pleafe
to take Ten, and give Five to the following Senators : Senator
Hopken; Senator Schetfer ; and Nordencrantz, Counfellor of
Commerce ; Bifhop Menander ; and Bifhop Serenius: the other
Five you will be pleafed to difpofe of amongft your friends. I
defire the remaining Sixty to be kept fafe until I return home,
meaning to diftribute them amongft the Academies and
Libraries in Sweden, and to Clergymen qualified for a more
than ordinary ftation. 1defign to prefent Four to the Court, and
the remainder to the Univerfities and Seminaries in foreign parts,
Sir, it will give me great pleafure to hearof your's and your
dear Father’s welfare.
I remain Your's.

P. S. I fhall depart this Week for London,

Lok 3 1. o 0 A

Extra® of Affeffor SwEDENBORG's Letter, dated STOLKHOLM,
Oc¢&tober 3oth, 1769, and fuppofed to be written to Dr.
BEYER, 1n GOTTENBURG,

Arrived at Stockholm the beginning of this month, and was

: kindly received by all Clafles ot people, and inftantly
invited by their Royal Highneffesthe Hereditary Prince¥* and his
Confort, with both'of whom I had a long converfation. I have
alfo {een feveral Senators and heads of the Parliament,-and {ome
of the Bithops, whoall behaved very kind and affable to me, ex-
cept Bifhop F. On being informed that my Copies of the work,
De Amare Conjugiali, were ftopped at Norkioping, I inquired of
feveral Bifhops from Acbo, Wellmaniand, Gothland, and Sundete,
h9w matters ftood refpefling my writings, who all affured me,
that they knew noother but that the Books were taken care of,
feft any part of them fhould be loft before my rcturn home; but
that Bifhop F. had made a reprefentation of thematter to the
Clergy, who had given him no anfwer, and much lefs confented
to any confifcation, and that his motion was not accepted or
minuted down in the proccedings of the Court ; and confequent.
ly that none of the Clergy, except that Bifhop, boré any part
#n it; whom I faw, but had little difcourfe with, he having
ft:t

* The prefent King of Sweden,
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fet imfelf in oppofition to them. Yet the malice of this perfofs
eannot avail in this matter, for I have brought over 38 Copies
of this work with me, and fent over five of them before; the
half of which number I have delivered and fent to the King,
Senators, Bifhops, and others, {o that there will ftill be fome left
in Stockholm, for future occafions. ¥ think of fending thofe
that are ftopt at Norkioping abroad, where they are much
defired.

I fend herewith, a little Treatife, printed in London, called,
De Commercio Anime at Corporis, which has been fent to the Aca-
demies and Univerfities in England and France. Pleafe to
perule the latter part of it; this is already tranflated in Englith. I
enly advifed with B. B. refpeling the little "Freatife, intitled,
« A Summary Expofition of the Doétrine of the New Church,’”
defiring him at the fame time to take care not to let it pafs into
sther peoplc’s hands, on account that there are but very few in
Sweden, whofe underftandings are receptive of true Divinity,
and therefore the Light that 1s given from: the Word of God,
is not received by them. By what is faid in St. Paul to the
Romans, chap. iii. 28, and Galat. v. 16, is not meant an im-
putative Faith of the merits of Chrift, but real Faith in Jefus,
which is Faith effentially from Him, and in Him. Neither are
the works of the Law of the Decalogue meant in thofe places,
but the works of the Mofaic Law, proper tothe Jews. They do
not underfland Rom. iv. of the Imputation of the prefent
Church, nor will they be enlightened by fuch fcripture texts as
concerns the Son of God, not from Eternity, but conceived in
time from Jehovah God, and born of the Virgin Mary, accords
ing to the very words themfelves, in St. Luke, chap. i. 31,32,35%
Matt. chap. ii. 17. Chap. xvii. 5. John xx. 31. 1 Epiftle
of John, chap. v. 20, 21, and other places. This is likewife
agrecable to the Apoftolic Creed, where no other Son of God is
mentioned, and confequently the Primitive Church knew of
no other.

"Fhat 2 Son of God from Eternity was inferted in the Nicene
und Athanafian Creeds, arofe from that the framers of them
found no other or better way to refufe and banifh the Arian er-
rors and herefy: but the Apoftolic Creed teaches no fuch
thing. 1 therefore ftriétly cleave and adhere to the Apoftolic
Church.

To call on God the Saviour, can in no wife be denied as un~
available, or forbid by any fociety of people whatever, who pra-
fels Chriftianity, and lefs by the Lutherans, who hold what is
contained in the Auguftian Confeffion, page 39; alfo in the

Apology,
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Apology, page 226, and that in Chrift MAN 1s Gob, AND
Gop MaN, as already mentioned. In the Formula Concordie
is to be met with a-Declaration and Explanation of a Divine
Trinity as the object of Faith, page 695, App. page 138 ; but
what is not in reality a true Explication of the Divine Trinity.in
God the Saviour, as fhall be fully demonftrated in that work
which I intend laying before the public within the [pace of two
ears. In the mean time the Summary Expofition has beén
publifhed, as an abftract of it, and preparative for it’s reception.
This treatife has been difperfed- throughout Chriftendom, Swe-
den-excepted, and that from the reafon that true Divinity exifts
there but in it’s Wintry State; and in general towards the
North Pole, thereis a greater length of Spii’itual Night, than n
the fouthern parts, and therefore thofe who ftand in that dark-
nefs, may be fuppofed to kick and fltumble more than others,
againft every thing in the New Church, thatis the produce of an
unprejudiced reafon and underftanding ; yet at the {fame time we
are to admit of fome exceptions to this.obfervation in the Eccle-
fiaftical order.

L apply to myfelf what our Saviour fays to his dilciples, Matt.
chap. x. 16. What has been related concerning fome remarkable
particulars of a woman in her dying hours, was wrought through
the impreflion of two Clergymen, who fo direéted and employed
her thoughts in Converfation, as to effe a conjunction with
fuch Spirits as fhe then fpoke of. In the hourof Death, it hap-
pens at times to fome people, that they are in the Spirit. The
Spirits who firft {poke thr(mgh that woman, were of the Dra-
gon’s Society, that were cait out of Heaven, agreeable to the

rediéion in the Revelations, chap. xii. ~They are from thence
Eccomc fo filled with enmity and hatred towards our Saviour,
and confequently towards his Holy Word, and all that belongs
to the New Church, that they cannot even bear to hear the
name of Chrift mentioned. When the Sphere of the Lord pro-
ceeding from the Heavens lights on them, they become as mad,
and in a terrible rage; and directly feck to hide themf{elves in
holesiand caverns, as{poken of in the Revelations, chap. vi. 16.

Your deceafed wife was with me yefterday, and informed me
of a variety of things, of what fhe thought, and had {poken: to
you her hufband, and the feducers. Were I at this time near
you, I could relate a number of things on this head, which will
wot admit of being fent in writing.

EMANUEL SWEDENBORG,
P. S..7This
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P, §. This letter may be fhewn to others, and alfo ¢ opied or

nrinted, if deemed neceflary.  Two Hon. Gentlemen in London
Rave fent me an Invitation from thence, and I have almolt re~
Iolved on going there the enfuing ipring

e 0 ’
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Affeffor SWEDENBORG’S two ‘Anfwers to Letters received
from the Superintendant OSTINGER, tranflated from the

DanisH Tranflation.

I Arrived
and rec

my voyage to England and Holland,
i :

etters vou fent me, one of which ‘s
dated the 13t! { rboth of which I return
vou many thanks. There are five Treatifes und  Ex
Auditis et Vifis, that is, from what I have 1-x1{m|1,1"w'ij, heard and

1 ; ] s
ollows: 1. The Treatife: on

hem, and are as

1. 2. Of the New ! srufalem, and 1t’s Heave 11'1)!

Of the Lafl .I:ul;{im nt. - 4. Of ithe White Horle

Revelations. §. Of the Worldsin the Univerfe.

1 tblithed the work, intitled, * The Revelations

Revealed,” which was promifed in the Treatife on the Laft Judg-
ment, and from all whic it] L i '}

converic with

1
Church or Congreg

Jerufalem is meant a

trines and Articles of Faith cannot fhine in their true

fplendor, sthers, without the Diviné Aid, be-
I
caufe only bed in the Revelations, thatis to
1 3 \ { \ .
{ay, according to Correfpondence ; and the true Ern it
cannot be publifhed th h the World, but by {fuch unto wh
eedful R yade. I can facredly and {olemnly de
1 1 1 < R ( < 3 g
y that tn nas been ieen of me, and th
has fent me t id for fuch purpofe has he
1 35 e ol bt | W o
an 4 part ol my Soui, WIICN 15 MYy OpPItit,
" b o~ o Lo W0 4 o 1 o Wi gl Bl
{o that 1 can the Spiritual World, and thofe that
' X :
are therein ; e has now been continued to me for
twerit )Y the prefent {tate of ““ilk.‘\‘“l‘, can

the moft {olemn oath make fuch a thing Credible, or to be
believed by anv ¢ Yet fuch as have received true Chriftiap light
and underftanding, will be convinced of the T'ruth contained in
ny writings, which are parti y evident in the book of the
levelations Revealed, Who indeed has hitherto known any

k thing
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thing of confideration of the True Spiritual Senfe and Meaning of
the Word of God, the Spiritual World, or of Heavenand Hell ;-
the nature of the Lifeof Man, and ftate of Souls after the de-
ceafe of the Body 1 Is it fuppofed that thefe and other things of
a like confequence are to be eternally hidden from Chriftians ?
That many very important particulars relating to them are at
this day revealed for the firft time, is done in regard to the New

erufalem, and for the fake of the New Church, becaufe the

lembers thereof are endowed with a capacity to apprehend them,
which others might alfo have, were it not for their weak unbelief
of the poflibility of fuch things being made known to any, and
by them to the world. Thefe writings of mine do not come
under the term of Predi&ion, but Revelations.” Live well, and
CoRtinug in it.

1 remain your moft ready Servant,

EMANUEL SWEDENBORG.

e O ity o W OER N

Another Anfwer from Affeflor SwEDENBORG toMr. OSTINGER.

rit. O your Interrogation, if there is occafion for any Signs

of an Extraordinary Kind to confirm Mankind that I
am fent from the Lord to do what I do? I have in reply to ob-
ferve, that at this day no Signs or Miracles will be given, be-
caule they operate only to an outward dead belief, and do nog
avail fo as to convince the Inward State of the mind agreeable
to the State of Free-Will given to Man by the Lord, as the pro-
per means of his Regeneration. That miracles only operate to
an Exterior Faith or Belief, may be feen from the little effe&
they had on the people in Egypt, and the Children of Ifrael in
the Defert, when the Lord Jehovah defcended on Mount Sinai in
their prefence: and from what effe@ they had on the Jewifh Na«
tion, when they faw all the miracles our Saviour performed before
them ; for after all, did they not crucify him at laft? So if the
Lord was to appear now in the {ky, attended with Angels and
Trumpets, it would have no other effe than it had thcnT See
Luke xvi. 29, 30, 31. The Signs that will be given at this day,
will be an Illumination of the mind from the flowing Graces and
Knowledge of the Lord, together with the reception of the Truths
of the New Church, which will form the mind to a juft percep-
tion
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tion of Heavenly Truth, that will work more effeGtually than any
Miracles.

2d. You alk me, if I have {poke with the Apoftles? To which
I reply, I have.  Ihave {poken at times, during the fpace of one
whole year with Paul, and particularly of what is mentioned in
the Epiltle to the Romans, chap. iii. 28. 1 have moreover {poken
three times with John; once with Mofes; and { {fuppofe a hun-
dred times with Luther, who owned to me that, contrary to the
advice and warning of an Angel, he had received the Doltrine of
Salvation by Faith alone, merely by itfelf, and that with the in-
tent that he might make an intire feparation from Popery. But
with the Angelic Order I have {poke and converfed for thefe
twenty two years paft, and daily continue to converfe with them,
they being fent of the Lord as Affociates. There was no occa-
fiory to mention this in my Writings; for had I done it, who
would have believed it? Would they not alfo have faid, Do Mi-
racles firft, and then we will believe?

3d. Why from Philofophy I have been chofen to this office?
Unto which I give for anfwer, that the Spiritual Knowledge
which is revealed at this day muft have been firft realonably
lcarned and naturally nnderftood, becaufe Spiritual ‘Truths anfwer
unto Natural ones, inafmuch asthefe originate and flow from thein.
fThat what is Spiritual is {imilar uato, and correfponds with
what is Human or Natural, or belonging to the Terreftrial Orb,
mayv be feen in the Treatife on Heavenrand Hell, n. 87 to 102,
and 103 to 115. 1 was on this account, by the Lord’s Providence,
firft prepared by an Introdu&@ion into the Natural Sciences, and
that from the year 1710101744 ; and at that time Heaven was open-
«d unto me. ~ Every one is morally educated and Spiritually born
from the Lord, by being led from what is Natural to w hat is Spi-
ritval.  Moreover, the Lord has beftowed his Graces on me {0
i to form in me a love of Spiritual Truth, which operates nct
with any view to worldly profit, but merely for the {ake of
Uruth itlelf: indeed every one who loves Truth merely froma regard
to it’s own intrinfic worthy- receives fuch love from the Lord, he
beng the Origin of Good and Truth, and the way thereunto.
See fobn xiv. 16, But he who profeffes the Love of Truth, yet
has more a regard to promotion and riches in view, fees Truth in
reality from his own felf-hood ; and when a man looks from fuch
a principle, Truth appears inwardly to him as Falfity. As the
confirmation of fallehood has clogged and deceived the
Church, effential and reafonable Truth muft therefore remove

it; for otherwife Men cannot comprehend Spiritual things, which
furpafs Natural Reafon and Underftanding. ‘L'be prevailing Doc.

K 2 trinad
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trinal Notion, which was brought from the Popifh into the Pro.
teftant Church, viz. that ordinate Reafon fhall be held captive
under Obedience to what may be taught as Faith, has, as it were,
locked up .all the doors of the Church; and what can open them,
if not an enlightened Underftanding, teaching the Genuine Truths
that relate to it from the Lord? See the Book of the Revelations
Revealed, n. 8, 14.

It concerns me that you have been troubled for tranflating a
few remarkable accounts from the Explication of the Scriptures,
intitled, Arcana Cealeftia; but what fuffers at this day more than
Truth itfelf? How few there are who have an ability to fee it,
or rather will open their eyes to fee it! Therefore be not weary,
but indefatigable in defending of truth.

I am your moft ready and willing Friend,

EMANUEL SWEDENBORG,
Stockholm, Sept. 11, 1766,

b T T Rl M
To a Perfon whofe name is not mentioned.

HAD lately the honour to fend you a Copy of a Work that

I had publifhed at this place, and which contains an Abridg-
ment of all the Do@rinal points treated of in all my other Wri,
tings. I think of making a tour to Leyden in a few weeks’ time,
and fhall be glad to be informed of the opinion of the learned in
your city, refpeéting this Work, It is fold by _]ohn Chriftian
Seep, Bookfeller in Amfterdam,

okl X D0 VAL

An ANSWER to a LETTER from the Rev. T. H,

Take pleafure in the friendfhip you exprefs for me in your
Letter, and return you thanks for the fame ; but as to the
praifes therein, I confider them as belonging to the truths con-
tained in my writings, and fo refer them to the Lord our Saviour
as his due, who is in himfelf the fountain of all truth. It is
the concluding part of your letter that chicfly engages my at-
tention,
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tention, where you fay as follows: ¢ As after your departure
¢« from England difputes may arife on the fubje&t of your writ-
* ings, and fo give occafion to defend their author againft fuch
¢ falfe reports and afperfions, as they who are no fnen.ds to truth
¢ may invent to the prejudice of his reputation, may it not be of
¢ ufe, in order to repeal any calumnies of that kind, that you
¢ leave behind you fome fhort account of yourfelf, as concern-
¢ ing, for example, your degrees in the Uni.verﬁty, the offices
¢ you have borne, your family qnd conneétions, the honours
¢ which I am told have been conferred upon you, and fuch other
¢ particulars as may ferve to the vindication of your chara&er,
¢ if attacked, that fo anyill-grounded prejudices may be obviat-
¢ ed or removed ; for where the honour and intereft of truth are
concerned, it certainly behoves us to employ all lawful methods
¢ in it’s defence and fupport.” After refleCing on the foregoing
paflage, I was induced to comply with your friendly advice, by
briefly communicating the following circum{tances of my life.
I was born at Stockholm in the year of our Lord 1689, Jan.
29. My father’s name was Jefper Swedberg, who was Bifhop
of Welt-Gothia, and of celebrated charaler in his time: He
was alfo a Member of the Society for the propagation of the
gofpel, formed on the model of that in England, and appointed
Prelident of the Swedifh Churches in Pennfylvania, and London,
by King Charles XII. In the year 1710, 1 began my travels,
firft into Emgland, and afterwards into Holland, France, and
Germany, and returned home in 1714. In the year 1716, and
afterwards, 1 frequently converfed with Charles XII. King of
Sweden, who was pleafed to beftow on me a large {hare of his
favour, and in that year appointed me to the office of Affeflor in
the Metallic-College, in which office 1 continued from that time
till the year 1747, when I quitted the office, but ftill retain the
falary annexed to it as an appointment for life. The reafon of
my withdrawing from the bufinefs of that employment was,
that I might be more at liberty to apply myfelf to that new
function to which the Lord had called me. About this time a
place of higher dignity in the State was offered me, which I de-
clined to accept, left it thould prove a fnare to me. In 1719, 1
was ennobled by Queen Ulrica Eleonora, and named Swedenborg,
from which time I have taken my feat with the Nobles of the
Equeftrian order, in the Triennial Affemblies of the States. I
am a Fellow, by invitation, of the Royal Academy of Sciences at
Stockholm, but have never defired to be of any other community,
as I belong to the Society of Angels, in which things Spiritual
and Heavenly are the only fubje&ts of difcourfe and entertain-
y ment ;

-
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ment; whereas in our literary focieties, the attention is wholly
taken up with things relating to the body and this world. In
the year 1734, I publifhed tEc Regnum Minerale at Leipfic, in

hree Volumes, Folio ; and in 1738, I took a journey into Italy,
and ftaid a year at Venice and Rome. ‘

With rcl};’)e& to my family connettions: I had four fifters ;
one of them was married to Eric Benzelius, afterwards made
Archbifhop of Upfal ; and thus [ became related to the two fuc.
ceeding Archbifhops of that See, both named Benzelius, and
younger brothers of the former. Another of my fiflers was
married to Lars Benzelftierna, who was promoted to a pros
vincial government; but thefe are both dead : however, two
Bifhops who are related to me are flill living; one of them is
named Filenius, Bithop of Oftrogothia, who now officiates as
Prefident of the Ecclegaﬂical ord%:r in the general Affembly at
Stockholm, in the room of the Archbifhop who is infirm ; he
married the daughter of my fifter: the other, who is called
Benzelftierna, Bifhop of Weftmannia and Dalecarnia, is the
fon of my fecond fifter, not to mention others of my family whe
are dignified. I converle freely, and am in friend(hip with all
the Bithops of my country, who are ten in number, and alfo
with the {ixteen Senators, and the reft of the Grandecs, who love
and honour me, as knowing that I am in fellowfhip with Angels,
The King and Queen themfelves, as alfo the three Princes their
fons, fhew me all kind countenance, and I was once invited to eat
with the King and Queen at their table, (an honour granted only
to the Peers of the Realm) and likewife fince that with the
Hereditary Prince. All in my own country wifh for my return
home, {o far am I from the leaflt danger of perlecution there, as
you feem to apprehend, and are alfo éi;o kindly folicitous to pro-
vide againft, and fhould any thing of that kind befal me elfe.
where, it will give me no concern.

Whatever of worldly honour and advantage may appear to be
in the things before-mentioned, I hold them but as matters of low
eftimation, when compared to the honour of that holy office «
which the Lord himfelf hath called me, who was gracioully
pleafed to manifeft himfelf to me his unworthy fervant, in
perfonal appearance in the year 1743, to open in mea fight of
the Spiritual World, and to enable me to converfe with Spirits
and Angels, and this privilege has continued with meto this day.
From that time 1 began to printand publifh various unknown
Arcana, that have been either {feen by me or revealed to me, con.
cerning Heaven and Hell, the State of Men after Death, the true
Worthip of God, the Spiritual Senfe of the Scriptures, and many
other
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other important truths tending to falvation and true wifdom s
and that mankind might receive benefit from thefe communica-
tions, was the only motive which has induced me at different
times to leave my home to vifit other countries. As to this
world’s wealth, I have what is fufficient, and more I neitherfeek
nor wifh for.

Your Letter has drawn the mentien of thefe things from me,
in cafe, as you fay, they may be a means to0 prevent or remove
any falfe judgment or wrong prejudices with regard to my
perfonal circumftances. Farewel ; and 1 heartily wifh you proi-
perity both in things {piritual and temporal, of which 1 make no
doubt, if fo be you go on to pray to our Lord, and to fet him
always before you.

EMAN. SWEDENBORG.
.LoNnpoN, 1769.

LR AT

To be correfted in the ANECDOTES, &e.

Page 15, Three lines from the bottom, read four States.
16 line 15 read, in the South Suburb of Stockholm
16 —— 33 for waited on him, read, took care of i
19 === 10 read, fome months, ;
29 —— 20 affer MANNCT, read, in the day time,
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