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Two Varieties of Domaaki

By Matthias Weinreich, Skopje

Domaaki (Do.) is the language of the Doorna, a small ethnic minority scat™
tered in extended family groups among larger communities in Northern
Pakistan. By the members of their host communities these groups are com¬
monly regarded as outsiders. 1 In former times the Doorna were traditionally
working as blacksmiths, musicians and craftsmen. Nowadays they are also
engaged in a variety of other professions. In almost all places of their set¬
tlement the Doorna have long since given up their original mother tongue
in favour of the surrounding Dardic Shina. Only in the Burushaski speak¬
ing area, in the former principalities of Nager and Hunza (Gilgit District,
Northern Areas of Pakistan), has Do. survived until the present day.

From a historical point of view Do. is a language of the North Indian
Plains, affiliated to the Central Group of NIA languages (Buddruss 1983). 2
However, due to its long-standing separation from its place of origin and
(still on-going and ever increasing) intense contacts with other languages
Do. has lost or transformed many of its Central Group related features. This
now places the language in many aspects much closer to its Dardic neigh¬
bours than to its Midland cousins.

Presently Do. counts less then 350 (mostly elderly) speakers - approx. 300
of them related to Hunza; around 40 related to Nager 3 - and is thus to be

1 During his studies in Hunza L o rimer (1939, p. 7) was told that the ancestors of the
Doorna had come from Kashmir via Baltistan. A family history recorded by me in Nager
also mentions a migration from Kashmir, but through Afghanistan, the Darel Valley and
Gilgit. The German ethno-musicologist A. Schmid (1997, pp. 54-76) quotes a number of
Hunza genealogies which suggest that the Doorna had been arriving to the Burushaski
speaking area over an extended period of time, as individuals or in small groups via
Baltistan, Gilgit, Darel, Tangir, Punyal and even Kashghar.

2 The language name is based on the self appellation of the speakers, which in its turn
is connected to OIA dömba- "man of low caste living by singing and music" (T. 5570) >
NIA "musician, craftsman, low caste person". Another name used by some speakers when
referring to their mother tongue is domad, in analogy to Sh. s in ad "language of the Siin-
people".

3 The numbers lor Nager were obtained by my language consultants in autumn 2004;
in spring 1995 I had still estimated 40-50 speakers (Weinreich 1999, p. 212). The num¬
bers for Hunza Domaaki speakers are a projection (counting 7-8 members per household)
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considered a highly endangered language. Nevertheless, until now linguistic
science did not pay much attention to Do. Grierson's Linguistic Survey of
India does not mention it at all. The first and still the most extensive study
available is D. L.R. Lorimer's The Dumdki Language (1939). This pioneer¬
ing work, based on the author's field studies carried out in 1935 in Hunza,
provides a richly illustrated overall view of the basic morphological structure
and the lexicon of the language. Lorimer's work also supplied the Do. mate¬
rial for Turner's IA Dictionary (1966-1971) and Fussman's Atlas (1972).

Almost 50 years later, in 1982, G. Buddruss conducted detailed field re¬
search in Gilgit, assisted by a language consultant from the speakers* Hunza
community. As a result of his studies he published three papers, which
mostly dealt with selected aspects of the language's phonology and lexicon
(Buddruss 1983,1984,1986).

A basic word list elicited from a Hunza Do. speaker was published by
P.C. Backstrom (1992) in addition to his report on Do. in volume 2 of the
Sociolinguistic Survey of Northern Pakistan.

In autumn 1995 B. Tikkanen worked with several language consultants
in Hunza. Preliminary results of this study he published in form of a hand¬
out: Domaki: an endangered archaic Central IA language in Karakorum
illustrating a lecture held by him on the 12 th of December 1995 at Oslo Uni¬
versity. The hand-out contains a short outline of the language's phonology
and morphology as well as some dialogues and phrase samples (Tikkanen
1996). A larger collection of phrase samples was kindly put by Mr. Tikkanen
at my disposal through a letter dated 2 nd of June 1999 (Tikkanen 1999).

As it appears from the above, until the very end of the last century Do.
related publications were exclusively based on language material collected
from speakers pertaining to the Hunza community. However, Lo rimer
(1939, p. 6) had already been well aware of the fact that Do. was also to be
found on the other side of the Hunza river, in the principality of Nager.
From the statistics available to him he quotes "a village, VDumyaP with 18
households or a population of 80 souls" and notes: "The Dom of Hunza
and Nager are regarded by themselves and by others as one people. They
both speak Dumaki, and they intermarry." Also Backst rom mentions the
existence of a Dóoma village in Nager and observes: "None of the Doma
questionnaire respondents [all of them belonging to the Hunza commu-

based on an enquiry in the village Mominabad in September 2002. At that time I was told
that there were around 40 households in Hunza, Danyor and Gilgit in which at least one
family member would still speak Do. The data given by Kreutzmann (2005, p. 10) for
1991 under the heading "Domaaki" for the Yasin and Punyal Valleys (305 and 188 persons
respectively) relates to the socio-ethnic background of the respondents, not to their actual
language use.
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nity - M. W.] reported that there is any dialect variation in any of the loca¬
tions where Domaaki is presently spoken" (1992, p. 78; p. 81, n. 5). At the
same time, neither Lorimer, Backstrom, nor any of the other mentioned
researchers had the possibility to compare his notes on Hunza Do. with the
language of the Dooma from Nager.

In the years 1992 to 1995 I was given the opportunity to work as a member
of the German-Pakistani "Culture Area Karakoram" research project, based
in Gilgit Town, capital of the Northern Areas. Although engaged mostly
with the study of the local Pashto speakers' community, my interest was also
directed towards other languages spoken in the region. In spring 1995 I had
the good fortune and the great pleasure to be introduced to Mr. Sha ban Ali
Nageri, a ca. 30 -year-old mother tongue Do. speaker, born in Sikandera-
bad (Nager). At the age of 15 he had moved from his native valley to Gilgit
and since then had worked as a car electrician and welder. Shaban Ali, who
besides Do. was also fluent in Shina, Burushaski and Urdu, turned out to be
a connoisseur and tireless promoter of his mother tongue as well as an ex¬
cellent language consultant. With his help I could record a number of Nager
Do. texts and go through the Hunza Do. material published by Lorimer
and BuDDRUSS. In the years to follow, first during a privately founded field
research in Gilgit and Nager in 1996-1997 (this time exclusively devoted to
Domaaki), and then, in the course of a professional sojourn in Islamabad
from 2002 until 2005, 1 was able to continue my Do. studies with the help of
Shaban Ali and with members of his extended family who assisted me in
cross checking the existing material and enlarging my text collection. 4

The language material collected over these years enabled me to draft a
short grammatical outline of Do. which is forthcoming in volume 16 of the

Jazyki Mira series. Owning to the focus of my field work this study is ex¬
clusively devoted to Nager Do. But how close is this variety to its Hunza
counterpart? "It's just the same thing!", - my Nager language consultants
would always insist, and thus indirectly confirm the above quoted opinion
from Backstrom's questionnaire respondents. Indeed, observing Do. speak¬
ers from both valleys exchanging simple phrases one could easily arrive at the
conclusion that their language is almost identical. However, a more detailed
comparison of both Do. varieties reveals an impressive number of system¬
atic differences on morphological, syntactical and lexical level. These differ¬
ences may not disturb the speakers too much in their basic communication (if

4 I would like to take this opportunity to thank all members of the Nager Dóoma
community involved into my linguistic inquiries for their continuous help and hospital¬
ity. Moreover, I want to express my special gratitude to Dado Phazal Ali, his grand-
nephew Abbas Ali and, of course, to my dear friend Shaban Ali for their long-standing
support and truly endless patience in providing answers to all my strange questions.
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needed they can anyway always switch to Burushaski and/or Shina), but an
analysis of them might help to shed some light on the more recent historical
development of Do., especially on it's interaction with the various languages
it had been and still is in close contact with. To facilitate further studies in
this direction I hereunder list and illustrate some characteristic differences
between Nager and Hunza Domaaki, which in my opinion allow these varie¬
ties to be regarded as two distinctive dialects, Do.(Ng.) and Do.(Hz.) 5

1. Nouns

1.1. In Do.(Ng.) nouns ending in accented -á can have their Nominative plu¬
ral form in -é as well as in -arja, e.g. NOM. S G kaulâ m. "liver", NOM.
PL kaulé and kauldaya; NOM.SG meewd m. "fruit", NOM.PL meewé and
meewdarja.

In Do.(Hz.) the Nominative plural of these nouns shows only the suffix
-e, e.g. NOM.SG kaula "liver" NOM.PL kauls; NOM.SG bsrpa m. "pop™
lar", NOM.PL bdrps (Lorimer 1939, p. 28; see also Tikkanen 1996, p. 2).

1.2. In Do.(Ng.) nouns ending in unaccented -o can have their Nomina¬
tive plural form in -e as well as in -urja, e.g. NOM.SG joto m. "chick; boy",
NOM.PL jóte and jotutja; NOM.SG chumo m. "fish", NOM.PL chume and
chúmurja.

In Do.(Hz.) the Nominative plural of these nouns shows only the suffix
-e, e.g. NOM.SG/ofo m. "boy" NOM.PL jóte (Tikkanen 1996, p. 2); NOM.
SG chumo "fish", NOM.PL chums; NOM.SG bàco^to m. "calf" NOM.PL
bàcotE (Lorimer 1939, p. 28).

1.3. Do.(Ng.) has no separate form for a Dative case. Its function is ful¬
filled by the Oblique case which is marked with the suffixes S G -(a)s I PL
-(e)c, e.g. manisdn joís héi munín "The man said this to the woman: ...";
píya-maayda mas búusi danée che. Emilí búut qhos huyí " 6(My) parents
have given me a cat'. Emily was very happy"; ayda kdmek son apnés leeí, e
gaayí "Having taken some gold for herself, she went off."; jumuti bads day e
makdanec jdas "Tomorrow (I) will go to the residence of the king"; tu kda
jda chdai? ek kóokis, badsdan iréga cha " 'Where are you going?' <nr\ . íy-

5 As I did not make recordings with Do. speakers of Hunza myself, I will be referring
for all matters concerning this dialect to the afore mentioned studies of Lorimer, Bud-
druss and Tikkanen. In all quotations the original transcription of the respective author
will be used. The abbreviations employed in the following description are: S G - singular,
PL - plural, NOM - Nominative, OBL - Oblique, GEN - Genitive, ERGIN - Ergative-
Instrumental, INEIL - I ne s sive-Illative, VS - verb stem, PFV - Perfective, IPFV - Im¬
per fee tive; Sh. - Shina, Bur. - Burushaski, Kho. - Khowar, Pers. - Persian, Urd. - Urdu.
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one,' - answers the king"; badsdan peeyéc qdo guwaain "The king called
for (his) sons"; meeli wapds zakdaiya deends geyi "The wife left in order
to return the scale"; thaa-héi waqtds qhda "until this time"; es haldêna çdi
maní y sapíka girín "Cooking three ibexes for him, (he) prepared a meal"; es
rose huyê "(They) got angry with him".

In Do.(Hz.) the Dative and the Allative function of a noun is marked
by a case suffix unknown to Do.(Ng), SG ~(a)su I PL -(e)cu, e.g. ekaari
banddare(e) mdsu muninée che (Tikkanen 1996, p. 6) "Some people have
told me (that) ..."; ko'su drs "To whom shall (I) give (it)?" (Lorimer 1939,
p. 82); ApAnssu lein "(He) took (it) for himself" (Lorimer 1939, p. 81); dukda-
nei damón apanéi gardsu gid chdaka (Tikkanen 1996, p. 6) "The shopkeeper
had gone home (lit.: to his own house)"; ssu qau rr "call (to) him" (Lorimer
1939, p. 78); tusu nuxsa'nAsu ni a'nim chis (Lorimer 1939, p. 62) "I have not
brought you (here) in order to do you harm"; ócesu qhda turné meé saagírta
chóotaka "Until today you were my students" (Tikkanen 1999, p. 4). The
Do.(Hz.) Oblique case is, as in Do.(Ng.), marked with SG -(a)s I PL -(e)c,
e.g. gow'àspinmn "He mounted on the horse" (Lorimer 1939, p. 49); nur as
a'siq huyw "He fell in love with his beauty" (Lorimer 1939, p. 50); tobAqAs
ten'in "He shot (s.th.) with the gun" (Lorimer 1939, p. 50); tuas ko't aya cha

"He has come with me" (Lorimer 1939, p. 69); erjée ekekíc téeye che "They
beat each other" (Tikkanen 1999, p. 2).

1.4. In Do.(Ng.) the plural of the Inessive-Illative case always ends in -(e)ma,
e.g. boriirjema and baain "He put (them) into the sacks"; act sitjêma çhirjée
yuúlgisek girnêe chéeka "Up in the (ibex's) horns the birds had built a nest";
sanéi torn cúunirjema and bilzí, e minim jaaí, chaarúna gdti huya cha son

"The golden tree melted in the (burning) firewood, flowed down (and) the
gold gathered in the ashes"; thaa-hdai dustakéma mee namd dubaard sapíka
níkhaa chis "I will not eat from these dishes for a second time".

Differently from that, Do.(Hz.) has normally the Inessive-Illative plu¬
ral case suffix -(e)mei, which is not to be found in Do.(Ng.), e.g. éka dúka
garémei hdai baas irérje che "In just a few houses they speak this language";
eyémei and lukibeethd "Having sat down hiding among them ..."; jiipemei
but dísa nda, basémei dísa bùut chíi "In the jeeps there is not much space, in
the buses there is a lot of space" (Tikkanen 1999, p. 2). Do.(Hz.) also has the
Inessive-Illative plural case suffix -(e)ma. However, it is used only occasion¬
ally, e.g. kísek ta kísek thiphuldarema kísek chi-chat irí "Picking something
here and there among the flowers" (Tikkanen 1999, p. 2).

1.5. In Do.(Ng.) the plural suffix of the Elative is -(e)mo, e.g. boriirjemo son
le "Take the gold out of the sacks"; apenéi garémo nikhild "Come out of your
houses!"
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Do.(Hz.) has the Elative plural suffix -(e)meyo, which is unknown to

Do.(Ng.), e.g. garémeyo aayóom "We came from the houses"; basémeyo
banda nikhilêtje che (Tikkanen 1999, p. 2) "People were coming out from
the buses".

1.6. In Do.(Ng.) the suffix -(e)ini (< GEN.SG -(e)i + -ni}) denotes a move¬
ment "along (side), through something", e.g. déo Gurzumêï kunuwêinï and
éka pana cht "There is a way (leading) through Dew Gurzum's intestine";
siníi iléini mun hanega chdaka "(He) was going along the shore of the river";
asmdaneini bdar kísek daga cha "Something is moving [lit.: coming] through
the sky"; haldénak daaréini and leeiaayd "(The dog) brought an ibex (right)
through the door"; jdata paarjéini bdar peyí chiika "(His) hair had grown
until [lit.: alongside] (his) legs".

In contemporary Do.(Hz.) this suffix does not seem anymore in active
use. Neither Buddruss nor Tikkanen listed it in their published material.
However, Lorimer (1939, p. 128) still has màdais asmanemi hànega cha'ka

"He was wandering about up in heaven". Besides this, the suffix is preserved
in both dialects in certain adverbial forms, e.g. Do.(Ng.) hagéini "in front";
Do.(Hz.) minéeni "below, underneath" (Tikkanen 1996, p. 4, 1999, p. 3).

2. Pronouns

2.1. In Do.(Ng.) the Genitive plural form of the personal pronoun is erjérje,
e.g. erjêrje gara giltdana che "Their houses are in Gil g it"; erjerjepdnaphatdkoi
dardsmo nikhilégi chiika "Their path passed by the door of the bold man's
(house)".

In Do.(Hz.) the same Genitive plural form now is éye, e.g. eye póo ruuzí u
kamaanêe u ais "Earning my daily allowance from them I came" (Tikkanen
1999, p. 17). However, Lorimer still has 'erjy,ms I eyj^'eyje besides eyje I srjeij
e.g. 8fjy,8fj8bir fsa cha "(It) is their land" (Lorimer 1939, p. 76f., 145).

2.2. Differently from Do.(Hz.) the Do.(Ng.) dialect does not possess the
demonstrative pronouns aséi (m.) / asdai (f.) "this one here" and mêi (m.) /
usdai (f.) "that one there".

In Do.(Hz.) these pronouns are used as synonyms to thaa-héi (m.) / thaa-
hdai (f.) "this one here" and tuun-héi (m.) / tuun-hdai (f.) "that one there"
(Tikkanen 1996, p. 3; Buddruss 1983, p. 18). These pairs are also present
in Do.(Ng.)

2.3. In Do.(Ng.) the Oblique form of the reciprocal pronoun ekek- is ekékec,
e.g. namd ekékec saldam-kaldam girnée "Then (they) greeted each other".
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In Do.(Hz.) the Oblique form of the same pronoun is ekekic, e.g. eyée
ekekic téeye che "They beat each other" (Tikkanen 1999, p. 2).

3. Postpositions

3.1. Do.(Ng.) is using the postposition mini(i)n (through Oblique case) "un¬
der (direction / place)", e.g. héi lúuzumei tomas miniin hâai hóot apú gir

"Lift up this flat stone under this corail tree!"; katúa leei, lolotiri, carakds
minín deei, ¿ees "Take the dress, fold (it) and having placed (it) under (your)
bottom remain seated (on it)!"

Do.(Hz.) does not have this postposition. It employs instead the forms
minêeni, mune rni (connected through OBL or through OBL + -mo) and
mun (through OBL + -mo), e.g. khàtàs munerni Iwka "He hid underneath
the bed" (Lorimer 1939, p. 192); mrzAsmo munerni "underneath the table"
(Lorimer 1939, p. 192); mi 'ZAsmo mun "under the table" (Lorimer 1939,
p. 191).

3.2. In Do.(Ng.) the postposition kdaro(o) I kaaróo "for the sake of; because
of" connects with the preceding word through the Oblique case suffix, e.g.
hadsdan mazdúurec kootpuçds kdaro makdanuy dularowaaín "The king let
the workers build a castle for his son"; u sitdar hasaands karoo das "I will
come to play the lute".

In Do.(Hz.) the same postposition connects through the Genitive case suf¬
fix, e.g tskaryo tahaei krom iras "I'll do this (job) for you" (Lorimer 1939,
p. 69); aséi phutún hijaalindi kaaróo pöi híis rupia jdaye che "It costs one
hundred rupees to send this parcel"; Sostéi kaaró has kdajeko Idam "Where
can we catch the bus for Söst?" (Tikkanen 1999, p. 3).

3.3. To express the meaning "from the possession of (somebody); from
(someone)" Do.(Ng.) attaches the suffix -mo to the Oblique case form of the
respective noun, e.g. eyécmo zakdaiya dan "Bring the scales from them!";
namd hadsdasmo gayd "So (he) departed from the king"; tumda mdmasmo
boduni chis-e gir "Tell (me), was I born of your mother?"

In similar situations Do.(Hz.) uses the postposition po(o) (connected
through OBL or NOM or GEN), which is unknown to Do.(Ng.), e.g. kos
po "from whom" (Lorimer 1939, p. 70); hœi'Apo h "Take it from him, from
her" (Lorimer 1939, p. 69); zulúm iripaadsda poo qharc let "Taking force¬
fully the expenses from the king ..."; eye póo ruuzí u kamaanée u ais "Earn¬
ing my daily allowance from them I came" (Tikkanen 1999, p. 3). Only
with pronouns Do.(Hz.) can, similarly to Do.(Ng.), also use OBL + -mo, e.g.
mdsmo lein (Tikkanen 1999, p. 3) "(He/She) took (it) from me".
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4. Numerals

For the formation of ordinal numbers Do.(Ng.) is adding the suffix -muurjo
to the respective cardinal number, e.g. caimuurjo "the third" (> cdi "three").
The ordinal number suffix in Do.(Hz.) is -ydno (Tikkanen 1996, p. 4).

5. Verbs

5.1. In Do.(Ng.) the Present tense form of the copula ch- as well as the Per¬
fective forms of all other verbs have the 1 st person plural agreement suffix

-do, e.g. u-o-meelí dúi chóo "I and my wife, (we) are (only) two"; sap-nemdaz
irdm chóo, phariydat irdm chóo "(We) are offering prayer, (we) are lament¬
ing"; atéikis dsei suriyadr dakhóo "Until now (we) have seen (only) his hap¬
piness"; raajadkika tuméc kísek-ta níguwaayoo chóo "(Until now) (we) did
not impose any forced labour on you"; amé giltdas geyóo chóoka "We had
gone to Gilgit".

In Do.(Hz.) the respective agreement suffix is -dorn, e.g. amée ekekíc
dekhdm chóom (Tikkanen 1996, p. 3); "We are seeing each other"; amé
sooné chóom "We are fine"; amé nigraaní irdm chóom "We are supervising";
amé gdti irigioom "We went together" (Tikkanen 1999, p. 3).

5.2. In Do.(Ng.) the 1 st person singular / plural and the 2 nd person singular /
plural of the Past tense form of the copula ch- are chí(i)ska I chóoka resp.
chdaika I chóotka, e.g. bdapo u Nage?"ês gai chíiska "Yesterday I had gone to
Nager"; amée tu tatdqiri, sinís hayóo chóoka, tu ki huí aaydai "(But) we had
smashed you and thrown (you) into the river, how did you re-appear?" tée mas
hadsda irée chdaika "You (SG) had made me king"; tumée mée dóono mar-
tdsmo mún haayóo chóotka "You (PL) had thrown my bull from the cliff".

In Do.(Hz.) the corresponding forms are chíisaka I chóomaka resp.
chdayaka I chootaka, e.g. dukdanasu gaí chíisaka (Tikk anen 1996, p. 6)
"(I) had gone to the shop"; teé taqht hardm chóomaka hal teé haqht hardm
chóomaka "Have (we) been usurping your throne, or have (we) been steal¬
ing your luck?" (Tikkanen 1999, p. 3); tu kda gida chdayaka (Tikkanen
1996, p. 6) "Where had you (SG) gone to?"; ócesu qhda turné meé saagírta
chootaka "Until today you (PL) were my students" (Tikkanen 1999, p. 4).

5.3. In Do.(Ng.) the Optative is formed according to the scheme: "VS + Op¬
tative suffix -(w)ónta". The Optative paradigma only includes a form for
the 3 rd person; no formal distinction is made between singular and plural,
e.g. khoddan tus sa girónta "May God protect you!"; erj jangalds jónta "May
they go to the forest!"
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In Do.(Hz.) the Optative is also limited to the 3 rd person. However, a
formal distinction is made between singular: "VS + -(w)óta"; and plural:

"VS + -(w)on(ta)'\ e.g. s ta awo'ta "Let him come here"; eye tus torn "May
they strike you!" (Lorimer 1939, pp. 105,106); honta (Tikkanen 1996, p. 4)

"May they be (e.g. lucky)".

5.4. Do.(Ng.) has a Switch-reference converb in -(i) née bel, which is formed
according to the scheme "VS + -(i)neebeV\ e.g. girinéebel "while doing"
(< gir- "to do, to make"); muninéebel "while speaking"(< mun- "to speak").

In Po.(Iiz.) the form of the same suffix is -(i)néebelo, e.g. aanéebelo
"while arriving" (< aa- "to come, to arrive"); huinéebelo "while becoming"
(< hu- "to be(come)"; Tikkanen 1996, pp. 5, 6).

5.5. Another Switch-reference converb in Do.(Ng.) has the suffix -(i)ndrjo I
-(i)ndmo and is formed according to the scheme "VS + -(i)ndr/o I -(i)ndmo'\
e.g.jaanáyo "while going" (<jaa- "to go"); codindmo "while striking" (< çod-

"to hit, to strike"). The verb stem used is always the one which is employed
for the formation of the Imperfective base.

In Do.(Hz.) this Switch-reference converb can be constructed in the
same way, e.g. jwriMjo "in the time of going" (< jaa- "to go") (Lorimer
1939, p. 113). Besides this, in Do.(Hz.) it can also be formed according to
the scheme "VS + -(i)ayo"; e.g. te. 'mjo "while beating" (< tee- "to strike")
(Lorimer 1939, p. 113); aaydrjo "while arriving" (< aa- "to come, to arrive");
huydtjo "while becoming" (< hu- "to be(come)"; Tikkanen 1996, pp. 5, 6).
Sometimes the verb stem used in this scheme is the one employed for the
formation of the Perfective base, e.g. moyàfjo "while dying" (< marina I mu-

"to die") (Lorimer 1939, p. 112), nkthkyo "while loosing" (< nasina I nath-
"to be lost, to disappear") (Lorimer 1939, p. 112).

5.6. In Do.(Ng.) the Infinitive of the verb "to do, to make" is girind; the verb
stem used for the formation of the Imperfective and the Perfective base is
gir-.

In Do.(Hz.) the respective forms are irind I ir- (Tikkanen 1996, p. 5).
However, in fast speech and in compound verbs also Do.(Ng.) tends towards
the irind I ir- form, e.g. sikiim irna "to scheme, to plan" (< sikiim "scheme,
plan"); cas ir(i)na "to pull out" (<— Bur. cas -t- "do.").

5.7. In Do.(Ng.) the verb (g)irind I (g)ir- "to do, to make" has two causative
forms: 1) (g)uraand I (g)urda-, e.g. PFV.3SG (g)uraaín, IPFV.1SG (g)uraas;
and 2) (g)uwaand I (g)uwda-, PFV.3SG (g)uwaaín, IPFV.1SG (g)uwaas.

In Do.(Hz.) the causative form of the same verb is iraand I irda- (Tikkanen
1996, p. 5), e.g. PFV.3PL ir'ame, PFV.3SG ir'riy (Lorimer 1939, p. 146).
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5.8. In order to express the meaning "to appear, to show up" Do.(Ng.) em¬
ploys the construction: dekhulóo jaand (< Passive participle of dekhul- [con™
nected to de khind "to look, to see (trans.)", dekhulaand "to show (caus.)"] +
jaand I jaa- "to go"), e.g. bar haptéi ek dafd améc dakholóo ja "(You) (have
to) show up in front of us once every week!"

Do.(Hz.) is using for the same purpose the primary verb ' cdikh(ï)loond I
dikh(i)l-, e.g. tu iríi k(r)om bkut sa dikhilóoga cha. u irím k(r)om atéyek sa
nda "The work you have done seems very good. The work I have done is not
as good." (Tikkanen 1999, p. 4).

5.9. In Do.(Ng.) "to urinate" is expressed through the compound verb muuç
deend (< muuç m. "urine" + deend "to give"). Do.(Hz.) employs the primary
verb muucind (Buddruss 1983, p. 17).

6. Adverbs

Do.(Ng.) is using the adverbs mini(i)n "down (place / direction)" and
miniino "upwards, from down; (in adjectival sense) lower . e.g. sanéi torn
cuunirjema and bilzí, e miníinjaaí, chaarúna gdti huya cha son "The golden
tree melted in the (burning) firewood, flowed down (and) the gold gathered
in the ashes"; ek dóos geyd miníin sinii Has "One day (he) went down to the
river bank"; meníino ek cíisek así baliza huí Idam huyd cha "From below
(the ashes) something was shining yellowish"; miniino ööto "lower lip".

Do.(Hz.) does not seem to possess these adverbs. Instead it uses minéeni,
munéeni and mundsu "down (place / direction)" as well as minéenio "up¬
wards, from down; (in adjectival sense) lower ... ", e.g. u minéeni jda chiis
"I am going down (the valley or downhill)" (Tikkanen 1999, p. 4); muncni
sinino (Lor i mer 1939, p. 192) "from the river down below"; y da mundsu
yda apu "Either down or up the valley" (Tikkanen 1999, p. 4); khàtàs mi-
nano nikhita "He came out from under the bed" (Lorimer 1939, p. 192);
minéenio ööto "lower lip" (Buddruss 1984, p. 17).

7. Syntax

7.1. In Do.(Ng.) the subject (agens) of a sentence with a transitive verb is
always marked with the Ergative-Instumental case suffix, e.g. tee díya mee
gidda chis "I am asking for your daughter"; tée u nihijaardai "Don't you
scare me!"; manisdn mdaye puçéi jagrd nisaain "The man settled the argu¬
ment between mother and son"; arnee móos cukulóo "We will cut the meat
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into pieces"; turnee mee pen qosuldagut nda mas dóo "Before you (PL) will
break my pen, give it (back) to me!"; mee borí sek girdas "I will fill up the
sack"; tee khatuwa tads bdai "Put the cloths into the sun (for drying)!"; bi-
raarée nikí girnée "The brothers said: 'No!'".

Do.(Hz.) tends to use in these cases the 1 st and 2 nd person singular in its
Nominative form, e.g. tu iríi k(r)om buút sa dikhilóoga cha. U irím k(r)om
atéyek sa nda "The work you (SG) have done seems very good. The work I
have done is not as good." (Tikkanen 1999, p. 4); u suundak dekhim (Bud¬
druss 1984, p. 21) "I had [lit.: saw] a dream"; u bras khda chits (Buddruss
1984, p. 21) "I am eating rice".

8. Vocabulary

Both dialects can also be distinguished by a number of varying words and
word forms, e.g. 6 :

8.1. Do.(Ng.) NOM.SG barism. "year", NOM.PL barísa, GEN.PL bansêrje;
besides NOM.SG barísa m., NOM.PL barisátj, GEN.PL barisorjérje <->
Do.(Hz.) NOM.SG barísa "do." NOM.PL barisoy (11).- T. 11392.2; Sh.
baris m.

8.2. Do.(Ng.) çéedoos "after tomorrow" (< cdi "three" + dóos m. "day") <->
Do.(Hz.) NOM.SG çéedo "do." (12). Lorimer 1939, p. 159 still has çësdos. -
T. 5994, 6333; Sh. (Gurez) cldi "day after tomorrow".

8.3. Do.(Ng.) NOM.SG bizoón f. "rainbow" NOM.PL bizoona Do.(Hz.)
bíizoi bizoóni f. "do." (13). - Sh. bizoón f. "rainbow", béezi f. "fine weather;
sunshine during rain"; T. 12052.

8.4. Do.(Ng.) NOM.SG khdsa f. "mouth", NOM.PL khasóy, GEN.SG
khaséi Do.(Hz.) NOM.SG khasd £ "do." (23).

8.5. Do.(Ng.) NOM.SG phula m. "ashes", NOM.PL phule and phulóy
Do.(Hz.) NOM.SG phula m. "do." NOM.PL phulê (26). - cf. Buddruss
1986.

6 Where not specially indicated the Do.(Hz.) samples are taken from Buddruss 1984
and referred to by the numbers in brackets. In most cases the same number also indicates
their respective place in Fuss man 1972. References to Turner's IA Dictionary (abbrevi¬
ated as: T.) as well as to Burushaski (Berger 1998), Shina (if not marked otherwise Bailey
1924) and to other languages are given as help for orientation in the material, not as state¬
ments about the immediate origin of the respective Do. word.
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8.6. Do.(Ng.) NOM.SG buusi f. "cat", NOM.PL buusirja. - Sh. buusi f.;
Bur. bus; T. 8298. Do.(Hz.) NOM.SG phitüsi f. "do." (30), pitist "do."
(Tikkanen 1999, p. 4). In Do.(Ng.) phitüsi is used as the name of a fairy.

8.7. Do.(Ng.) NOM.SG bambulaâ m. "tomcat", NOM.PL bambuladrja,
GEN.PL bambuladrjerje Do.(Hz.) NOM.SG bambulâay m. "do." (30). -
Sh. bambulaâ m. (Radloff 1999, p. 118); Bur.(Ng.) bambuld m.

8.8. Do.(Ng.) NOM.SG looyd riilm. "brass" (< looyd "red (m.)"; nz7m."brass,
bronze, copper") <-> Do.(Hz.) looyd baliza m. "brass" (40). - Sh. lóolyo riß
m. "bronze, copper", balizo "yellow (m.)", balizo riß m. "brass"; T. 11135,
10752, 13990.

8.9. Do.(Ng.) NOM.SG tdmlam m. "lightning" NOM.PL tdmlama, GEN.
SG tdmlamei. - Bur.(Ng.) tdmlam Do.(Hz.) NOM.SG bicus m. "do."
(45). - Sh. bicus m.; Bur. bicus.

8.10. Do.(Ng.) NOM.SG phóok m. "shoulder", NOM.PL phdaka y GEN.
SG pbaakéi; besides phaakd m., NOM.PL phaaké, GEN.SG phaakéi
Do.(Hz.) NOM.SG phaakd "do." NOM.PL phaaké (51). - T. 13839,13840.

8.11. Do.(Ng.) NOM.SG yaayd m. "summer", NOM.PL yaayé, GEN.SG
yaayéij INEIL.SG yaaydna "in the summer"; besides NOM.SG yaayé m.,
NOM.PL yaayéerja, INEIL.SG yaayêna Do.(Hz.) NOM.SG yaayé
"do.", GEN.SG yaayéi, INEIL.SG yaayéna (52).

8.12. Do.(Ng.) NOM.SG tiir m. "arrow", NOM.PL titra, GEN.SG ttirei
and tiiréi. - Pers./Urd. tïr; besides Do.(Ng.) NOM.SG koon m., NOM.PL
kdana, GEN.SG kaanêi and koonêi Do.(Hz.) NOM.SG Mow m. "do.",
NOM.PL kdana (61). - T. 3023; Sh. kóon f.

8.13. Do.(Ng.) NOM.SG birdaya m. and biróoi m. "brother"; NOM.PL
birdara, GEN.SG biróoye and birooye; ERGIN.SG birooin <-> Do.(Hz.)
NOM.SG birdaya m. "do." NOM.PL ¿¿ri^ra (63), GEN.SG ¿¿rcrj^
(Lorimer 1939, p. 154). - T. 9661; Gawar-Bati Maya; Pashai (Gulbahar)
broi; Tirahi brdre "brothers".

8.14. Do.(Ng.) NOM.SG turnoq m. "rifle, pistol" NOM.PL tumdqa, GEN.
SG tumaqéi. - Bur.(Ng.) tumdq; Sh. tu(r)mdk m. (Buddruss 1996, p. 49)

Do.(Hz.) NOM.SG tubóq m. "rifle", NOM.PL tubdqa (66). - Bur.(Hz.)
tubdq.

8.15. Do.(Ng.) NOM.SG bicilm. "pomegranate", NOM.PL bicila, GEN.SG
biciléi. - Bur. bicil Do.(Hz.) NOM.SG daanu "do.", NOM.PL daanua
(68). - T. 6254; Sh. danuu m.
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8.16. Do.(Ng.) manuuko m. "frog", NOM.PL manuukurj, GEN.SG manuu-
koi. - Sh. manuuko m.; T. 9746.2; besides Do.(Ng.) NOM.SG gurkuc m.,
NOM.PL gurkucdy GEN.SG gurkucei. - Bur.(Ng.) gurquc <-> Do.(Hz.)
NOM.SG w/wffe m. "do.", NOM.PL minika (69). - T. 9746.2.

8.17. Do.(Ng.) NOM.SG siqdal f. "wasp", NOM.PL siqdala; besides NOM.
SG siqdal £, NOM.PL 5¿^i^ Do.(Hz.) NOM.SG ¿s^ra f. "do." NOM.
PL isqaarótj (70). - Bur.(Ng.) siqdl, Bur.(Hz.) siqdr; Sh. iskdar (Buddruss
1984, p. 16), iskdara (Fussman 1972, p. 187) and iskdr f.

8.18. Do.(Ng.) NOM.SG hundekund m. "winter", NOM.PL hundekundarja,
GEN.SG hundekundi; besides NOM.SG hunda m., NOM.PL hundé, GEN.
SG hundéi; besides NOM.SG hundê m., NOM.PL hundeerja^ GEN.SG
hundêij INEIL.SG hundêna "in the winter" <-> Do.(Hz.) NOM.SG hundê

"do." INEIL.SG hundêna (73). - T. 14164.

8.19. Do.(Ng.) acimóo I mínimo ööto m. "upper / lower lip" (< acimóo I
mínimo "from above / from below"; ööto m. "Hp") <-> Do.(Hz.) ácimo I
minéenio ööto "upper / lower lip" (< atsimo "upper, pertaining to the upper
side; from above", muncni.o "pertaining to the lower side", Lorimer 1939,
pp. 144, 192) (81). - Sh. öötu m. "lip; upper lip"; T. 2563.

8.20. Po.(Ng.) NOM.SG khot m. "bed frame" NOM.PL khdta, GEN.SG
khatéi Do.(Hz.) NOM.SG khat m. "bed", NOM.PL khdta (82). - Sh.
khat m., khat f. (Buddruss 1996, p. 45); T. 3781.

8.21. Do.(Ng.) NOM.SG/PL miniindeendarja "bedding" (< mini(i)n "down
(place / direction)" + deend "to give") Do.(Hz.) NOM.SG Msidcni "up-
per-bedding" (Lorimer 1939, pp. 144) (< aci "up; up above" + deend "to
give").

8.22. Do.(Ng.) NOM.SG çonçl "moon" GEN.SG çanzêi; besides NOM.SG
çonç a f., GEN.SG çonçéi, INEIL.SG cone ana "in the moon" <-> Do.(Hz.)
NOM.SG cone f. "do." GEN.SG canzéi, INEIL.SG canzdna (84).- cf.
Buddruss 1983, p. 17.

8.23. Do.(Ng.) NOM.SG damo m. "mirror", NOM.PL damuya, GEN.SG
dainui; besides NOM.SG daina f., NOM.PL aainorj <-> Do.(Hz.) NOM.SG
ayina f. "do.", NOM.PL ayinórj (88). - Bur. aiina ; Sh. ayino m.; Pers./Urd.
dina.

8.24. Do.(Ng.) NOM.SG phuutji f. "moustache" NOM.PL phúur/ir/a y GEN.
SG phúurjii. - Bur.(Ng.) Sh. NOM.SG m., NOM.PL phúrje\
T. 9083 <-> Do.(Hz.) NOM.SG Wit "do." NOM.PL salatorj (91). But
Lorimer 1939, p. 203 has sûWpf'wrjiya. - Bur. NOM.SG/PL saldt.
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8.25. Do.(Ng.) NOM.SG khakaíí. "walnut", NOM.PL khakaírj. - Bur. kha-
kbáayo; Sh. khakdaï (Berger 1998, p. 250) and khakääi f.; besides Do.(Ng.)
NOM.SG akhóo m., NOM.PL akhóowa and akhóorja, GEN.SG akhoowéi

Do.(Hz.) NOM.SG akhóu m. and akhóoy m. "do.", NOM.PL akháaya
(95). - T. 48; Sh. açhôo m. (Buddruss 1996, p'. 40).

8.26. Do.(Ng.) NOM.SG ac(h) f. and ac(b)a f. "eye", NOM.PL ac(h)iy
Do.(Hz.) act. "do.", NOM.PL achín, (98/9). - T. 43; Sh. achii f.

8.27. Do.(Ng.) NOM.SG cii f. and ciiya f. "pine tree", NOM.PL ciirja, GEN.
SG cüye <-> Do.(Hz.) NOM.SG city "do." (110). - T. 4837; Sh. cii(h) f.

8.28. Do.(Ng.) NOM.SG póo m. "foot, leg", NOM.PL páarja and púa ^
Do.(Hz.) NOM.SG póo m. "do.", NOM.PL púa (113). - T. 8056; Sh. púa m.
"foot; leg of bed".

8.29. Do.(Ng.) NOM.SG boot f. "big, flat stone", NOM.PL baatúrj; be¬
sides NOM.SG boot m., NOM.PL báata <-» Do.(Hz.) NOM.SG boot "do.",
NOM.PL báata (114). - Bur. bat "do"; Sh. bat m. "(round) stone"; T. 11348.

8.30. Do.(Ng.) NOM.SG gin f. "big stone, boulder", NOM.PL girirja,
GEN.SG giru; besides NOM.SG giiri f., NOM.PL giirirja, GEN.SG giiru

Do.(Hz.) NOM.SG giiri f. "do." (114). - T. 4161; Sh. gin f.

8.31. Do.(Ng.) NOM.SG hangút m. "thumb". - T. 137; Sh. agúto m.; besides
Do.(Ng.) badiagúla f. (< /«(//"big, large (f.)"; agúla f. "finger") <->• Do.(Hz.)
¿árt «g«¿« f- "do." (119). - T. 11225; 135.

8.32. Do.(Ng.) côùndei "fourteen" <-> Do.(Hz.) caundéi "do." (123).- Sh.
coóndei (Buddruss 1984, p. 20); T. 4605.

8.33. Do.(Ng.) NOM.SG p(h)acoó m. "tail", NOM.PL p(h)acoót/a, GEN.
SG p(b)acoóye. - Sh. phacoó m. (Buddruss 1996, p. 47), phocoó m.; T. 8249

<-> Do.(Hz.) NOM.SG cipóoy "do.", NOM.PL cipâaya (127). - T. 4818.4?

8.34. Do.(Ng.) NOM.SG ló(o)i f. "fox", NOM.PL ló(o)irja and lóirj and
lóoya. - Sh.(Gilgit) löi f., Sh.(Palas) /do¿; T. 11142 <-»• Do.(Hz.) láac "do.",
NOM.PL laacírj (131). - T. 11003.

8.35. Do.(Ng.) NOM.SG suuná m. "dream", NOM.PL suuné; besides NOM.
SG suuné m., NOM.PL suunéena <->■ Do.(Hz.) NOM.SG suuná m. "do.",
NOM.PL (132). - T. 13481.

8.36. Do.(Ng.) NOM.SG bnyú(u) m. "rice", NOM.SG briyuwéi. -Bur.(Ng.)
briú; Sh. bríu, bryú (Berger 1998, p. 60) and brïu; T. 12233 <-> Do.(Hz.)
NOM.SG bras "do.", GEN.SG braséi (135/6). - Bur.(Hz.) bras.
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8.37. Do.(Ng.) NOM.SG sáu m. "sand", GEN.SG sa(u)wéi. - Bur.(Hz.
and Ng.) sao, Bur.(Yasin) sáu. «-» Do.(Hz.) NOM.SG baalíí. "do." (138). -
T. 11580.

8.38. Do.(Ng.) sööi "sixteen". - Sh. (Gilgit) soï (Buddruss 1984, p. 21) and
sôoï <-> Do.(I Iz.) sôwéi "do." (141). - Sh. (Kohistan) sööei (Buddruss 1984,
p.21);T. 12812.

8.39. Do.(Ng.) NOM.SG kirmd m. "worm", NOM.PL kirmé, GEN.SG
kirméi Do.(Hz.) NOM.SG kirmd m. "snake", NOM.PL kirmé (143). -
T. 3438 // Do.(Ng.) for "snake" is NOM.SG jon m, NOM.PL jóna, GEN.
SG jonéi. - Sh. jon m.; T. 5110.

8.40. Do.(Ng.) NOM.SG too m. "sun", NOM.PL táaya, OBL.SG tads
<-> Do.(Hz.) NOM.SG too m. "do.", NOM.PL tda, OBL.SG tads (146). -
T. 5767.

8.41. Do.(Ng.) NOM.SG gúuwo m. "heel", NOM.PL gúuwe, GEN.SG guu-
woi. - T. 4479.1; besides Do.(Ng.) NOM.SC pini f. "heel; leg from knee to
ankle, calf; instep", NOM.PL/>»M'y*,GEN.SG <-» Do.(Hz.) NOM.SG
pini "heel" (150); Lor i.mi r 1939, p. 201 has pvni "the lower leg". - Bur. pini
"menschliches Bein vom Knie bis zum Knöchel, Wade"; Sh: pini (Berger
1998, p. 315); T. 8168.

8.42. Do.(Ng.) NOM.SG bóbok m. "buttock; thigh", NOM.PL bóboka,
GEN.SG bóbokei Do.(Hz) NOM.SG bóbok "calf" (150). - Bur.(Hz.)
bubóq, Bur.(Yasin) bobóq "Fleischmasse, Hinterbacke, Wade"; Kho. bubuq
(Berger 1998, p. 60) // Do.(Ng.) for "calf" ispíni f.; see 8.41.

8.43. Do.(Ng.) NOM.SG gita f. and git f. "vagina", NOM.PL gitórj, GEN.
SG gitéi. - Bur.(Ng.) git <r+ Do.(Hz.) NOM.SG cut "do." (150). - T. 4860.

8.44. Do.(Ng.) NOM.SG sirootd m. "head", NOM.PL sirooté, GEN.SG
sirootéi. - T. 12452 <-> Do.(Hz.) NOM.SG chuto m. "do." (151). - Bur. -chúti
"Gipfel (des Berges); Haarschopf der Hindus; Kopffedern der Vögel; Hahnen¬
kamm" // In Do.(Ng.) ichúti (f. or m.) denotes "(tuft of hair on the) top of
the head".

8.45. Do.(Ng.) NOM.SG kom m. "work", NOM.PL kdma; GEN.SG kaméi
<-> Do.(Hz.) NOM.SG krom m. "do." (153). - T. 2892; Sh. k(r)om m.

8.46. Do.(Ng.) caagd "bad (m.)" Do.(Hz.) Aca-ga "do." (Lorimer 1939,
p. 139). - T. 4564.
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8.47. Do.(Ng.) sóo "one hundred" - T. 12278; besides poi-büs (< pói "five" +
bus "twenty") Do.(Hz.) poï bits "do." (Tikkanen 1996, p. 4). - T. 7655,
11616.

8.48. Do.(Ng.) nuu and nuu "nine" Do.(Hz.) náu "do." (Tikkanen 1996,
p.4).-T.6984;Sh.wá».

As a postscript I would like to share some of my observations concerning
the language situation of Nager Domaakí. The village VDumyaP (Do.(Ng.)
Domyaal) mentioned by Lorimer still exists. It is situated on the left side of
the Nager river, slightly below Uy um Nager, the valley's administrative cen¬
tre. Like its counterpart Mominabad in Hunza Domyaal is only inhabited
by Dóoma. In autumn 2004 it comprised six households with less than 20
mostly elderly inhabitants. Nine years before that, in spring 1995, there had
still been 20-25 villagers in seven households. At that time I was told that
only 15 years ago (i.e. around 1980) more than 50 people were permanently
residing in the village. Over the last decades, more and more younger Do.
speakers had been leaving Domyaal for good in search of better employ¬
ment opportunities. This may be the reason why the village gave, in stark
contrast to its surrounding scenic beauty, the impression of a rather forlorn
place. According to the villagers, all inhabitants of Domyaal were proficient
in Do. as well as in Burushaski. On several occasions I could observe how
even women and young children were switching in the middle of the con¬
versation effortlessly between the two languages. The use of Do. was strictly
limited to conversations within their own community. On the appearance
of non-Do. speakers everybody present would automatically change into
Burushaski.

In 2004 Do.(Ng.) speaking families were also living in Rabat/Chalt (three
households) as well as in Danyor (two households) and in Gilgit (four house¬
holds). 7 All these families have their roots in Domyaal. The ancestors of the
Dóoma in Rabat had been settled in Chalt around 70 years ago by the Tham
(ruler) of Nager, so that they would provide their services as blacksmiths to
the local villagers. The families in Danyor and Gilgit are economic migrants
who had moved to these places over the last decades.

7 In 1995 Rabat still counted four and Gilgit five Do.(Ng.) speaking households
(Weinreich 1999, p. 212). The disappearance of two entire households from our 2004
statistics is linked to the fact, that at the time of my first assessment only one elderly
member of each of the household was still using Do. on a daily basis. With the demise
of these speakers the remaining family members switched completely to Shin a. Other
Nager Doom a households where Do. is not spoken anymore are to be found in Ashqurdas,
Budalas, Ghulmet, Minapin, Pisan, Rabat, Sikanderabad, Sumayar (all in or belonging to
Nager), Danyor und Gilgit.
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Most members of the mentioned households knew Do. as well as Shina
and/or Burushaski. Some of the younger ones still understood Do. but spoke
only Shina. In all cases the use of Do. was restricted to the family domain.
In Rabat members of the older generation normally communicated with
everybody in the family in their traditional mother tongue. The younger
generation showed a preference for the use of Shina / Burushaski while talk¬
ing to each other and to their children. In Danyor and Gilgit Do. was only
used by the elderly, mostly to talk to each other. Although most members
of the younger generation were still able to understand Do., for their active
inter-familiar communication all of them had almost completely switched
to Shina, even while talking to their parents. 8

All in all, as for 2004 the total number of Do.(Ng.) speakers could be es¬
timated at around 40 persons, most of them older then 50 years of age. With
the prominent exception of Shaban Ali, nobody of the Dooma I spoke
to had anything positive to say about his or her mother tongue. On the
contrary, especially younger speakers perceived Do. as nothing else than an
obstacle on the way to the desired full integration into their respective host
community. For this reason most of the parents I met with had made the
conscious choice not to speak Do. to their children anymore, communicat¬
ing with them instead in Shina or Burushaski.

The very limited size of the remaining speakers' community, its high per¬
centage of elderly members and almost everybody's strongly negative atti¬
tude towards the use of their original mother tongue makes it quite probable
that in one to two generations Domaaki - in form of both of its dialects -
will cease to exist as a living language.
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